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3 Davison Chesdcal Company
~ "

,
- - [A Division of W. E. Grace & Co.

,

y' Baltimors 3, Maryland -

j-, , ,

Attention: Mr T. C. Runion M'.
.

kEeactor Materials,

Gentlemen: -

""

. . .. . >,

This is in reply to your October 15,1956, letter to Mr. Eber Price, . -

. which has been referred to this' office;for reply. In your letter you
A requested advice on what concentration of thorium might be considered -

|N per=issible for discharge into a stream. . ,
( ' .-- -

,

3 3"' ,

The AEC published in July,1955, as a notice of proposed rule ruing,
~

.,' ,\ a' proposed regulation establishing standards for protection of personnel, ,

,

P l i and the public against radiation bazards. This proposed regulation is
entitled " Standards for Protection Against Radiati:n". A copy is -

attached. While this proposed Regulatien is not presently generally's
% applicable to all licenses it is probable that it vill be promulgated,

with some modifications, as an effective regulation in the reasonably .
near future. -

-

. . ~- - - - -- ;;- .-. . -
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,

; Please note Sec. 20.lh(a) of the proposed. Regulation whir h provides that,.'

,,, except as :specifically authorized by the C=m%sion .in writing, no licensee-

? 'j nhall possess, use or transfer licensed material in such manner as to -
!s release, discharge, or dispose of, into air or water (exc1wiing public

. ,seuers,.. dispos 41.of which is covered by Sec. 20 33) beyond-the effective '.W,,rc
control of the licensee, radioactive material in any concentration .

(measured at the point where the licensee loses effective control over
the material) in excess of the ' limits established in Appendix B, Table II.

! Appendix B, Table II, in the enclosed copy of the proposed regulation,
does not include a m4=*= pemissible average concentration in air and
water for thorium 232. At the present time it is anticipated that the"

j ~,f concentration that will be established for thorium 232 will be 5 x 10 8
microcuries per milliliter of water for non-occupational exposure. This

'

,

D3 2 .h oncentration, converted into the units you requested, .is about 0.k5 parts.

f per million of thorium 232 in water, for non-occupational exposure. -
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