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Based on its consideration of this information, the Staff concluded
that the position held at the construction permit stage is still valid,
namely, that there is no basis to assume that an earthquake sguivalent
to the 1886 Charleston earthquake is likely to occur anywhere but in
the general vicinity of Charleston, South Carolina. Staff took the
position that the 1886 Charleston earthquake can be reasonably related
to the complex geologic structure unique to the region and in
consideration of the recurrent seismicity in the area should not, in
developing the earthquake design basis for the facility, be assumed to
occur at the Summer site. However, because a clear association between
structure and seismicity has not been demonstrated, it recommended that
geological and seismological research be continued in the Charleston
area. Stf, Ex. 1 at 2-38 to 2-39. [t reaffirmed this position at the
nearing that there was no basis to migrate the Charleston earthquake to
other parts of the Coastal Plain or Piedmont provinces. Tr. 1063,

1070-71, 1155.

101. The Board has reviewed the evidence presented and finds that it
supports the reasonablgness of the construction permit Licensing Board's
conclusions that the 1886 Charleston earthquake can be localized to the
local Charleston area. The Board, therefore, concludes that there is no
new information that warrants reopening this matter at this operating
license stage for a re-determination on the merits.

H. Wateree (Creek Fault

102. Subseguent to the impoundment of the Monticello reservoir and
the ensuing increase in local seismic activity, the USGS contracted the

services of Dr. Donald T. Secor, Jr., Department of Geology, University



