December 22, 1993

IDENTICAL LETTERS SENT T0: (See attached 1ist of addressees)

The Honorable Joseph Lieberman, Chairman
Subcommittee on Clean Air and Nuciear Regulation
Committee on Environment ‘
and Public Works |
United States Senate |
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Public Law 97-415, enacted on January 4, 1983, amended Section 189 of the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954 to authorize the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to issue and
make immediately effective any amendment to an operating license upon a
determination by the Commission that such amendment involves no significant
hazards consideration, notwithstanding the pendency before the Commission of a
request for a hearing.

In addition, the legislation requires the Commission to periodically (but not
less frequently than once every 30 days) publish notice of any amendments issued,
or proposed to be issued, under the new authority above.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Commission’s Biweekly Notice of
Applications and Amendments to Operating Licenses involving no significant
hazards considerations, which was published in the Federal Register on
December 8, 1993 (58 FR 64598).

Sincerely,

Thomas E. Murley, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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The Honorable Richard H. Lehman, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources
Committee on Natural Resources

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

cc: Representative Barbara Vucanovich

The Honorable Philip R. Sharp, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Power
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

cc: Representative Michael Bilirakis
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was supplemented by s plant specific
evaluation for the Calvert Clifls facility
which provided the same results.

Thw proposed amendments also revise
the setpoint for the upen permissive
- interlock (OP]) which is deslgned to

prevent opening of the SDC system

suction isclation valves when the RCS
. pressure is above the setpoint. The
proposed setpoint is based on the
pressurizer pressure at the instrument
tap and pecounts for instrument
uncertainties

Specifically, TS 3/4.5.0.1 is changed
10 require verification that the OP]

revents the SDC system suction valves
- rom being opened when the RCS
prossure 15 greater than or equal to 309
psia. Tha mguirement to verity the
autornatic isolation (the ACI function) is
deleted, The TS Bases Sectiun B3/4 5.2
ts changed to reflact the proposed
changes discussed above.

Basis for praposed no significant
hazards consideration detertnination:
As required by 10 CFK 50.91{a], the
licenses hias provided 1ts analysis of the
issue of no significant hazards
consideration, which is presented
below

1. Would not involve 8 significant increase
in the probab:liny or consequences of an
; wocident previcusly evaluated

The Calvert C1ifHs Shutdown Cooling {8DC)
Swstemn is usnd 10 ac hyeve and maintain the
Reactor Coolant Svstem (RCS) ineold
shutdown contdition by removing the decay
hoat from the reactar core follow: g plant
shotdown, The Auto-Clesure Interlock [ACT)
is designed fo provide a ciose signal to the
SDC System suction solation velves when
the RCS pressure ixconds the predetenmined
pregsure setpoiot. This Qmposad change
winld modify Technlcil Specification
Survalllanoe Raquireent 4.5.2 0.1 10 reflect
ramoval of the ACH function, The Open
, Permissive Interiock [OP1), whilch is designed
. 10 prevent opeting of the SDC System
suction wilation vaives when RCS pressure
1§ ahove the prasgure setpoint, would remain
The removal of AT was evaluatod
gensricatly in the report CE NSPD-550 in
tenis of the pvaol-bility of the SDC System
This genadic evaluation has beets
supplemented by 8 plant-specific evalustion
for Calvert (liffs. The svaluation
demonstrated that removing AUl and
replacing 1 with 8 valve position alarm will
reduce the number of spuncus closures of
; the SDC Systetn suction isclation vaives and
- thuis wncrease the avi'ability of the SDC
Systarm, resulting io & - ~rresponding
decrease i shutdown . 5. Revising the OP]
action from 500 psia to 309 psis is 8 result
of establishing a Ciear basis for ' s value
Therefore, the proposed change woes not
. mnvoive & signilicant ancrease u e
probability or consequences L« en accident
previously segiuated
2 Wouid not areate the possibility of & new
or different type of accident from any
sotident previous!y sveiuated.

:

3

e . Federal Register / Vol 58 N
t ; -

l

.'

Thie repart CE NSPD-550 also evaluated the
remeval of the SDC Bystem ACH in terms of
the frequency of an inter-system Loss of
Coolant Accident (ISLOCA) and the pffect on
uverpressuse trgnsients. The plant-specific
evaluation tor Calven Cliffs showed &
negligible change (1 the calculated
probability of &a 15LOCA even! associated
with ACI remova! The propused change to
remove the ACH survelllance requirement and
the setpoint change will not alter the effect
of an pverpressure transient at cold
shutdown condiuons. The ACI was intended
to easure that the SDC System is propetly
isolated fram RUS pressure during start-up
operations. The ACT function does not
protect against 8 malfunction of the valve
which results in its failure to close. The valve
poesition alarm will warn the operator of @
failure to manually close the valve as well as
8 vilve malfunction. Whuie it is true that the
ACH initiates an auto-closure of the SDC
Systom suction isclation valves oo high RCS
pressure, overpressure protection of the SDC
System is provided by the SDC System relief
valve gnd administrative controls, and not by
the slow-acting suction isolation valves that
isolate the SDC Svstem from the RCS: The
possibility of & loss of SDC System is reduced
by the praposed change because the poteatial
of the SDC System suction isalation valves
being closed by & spurious signal will be
elunwated. No other failures are introduced
by remaoving ACL [Also, revising the OP1
sction does not introduce & new ot different
type of accident ) Therefore, the proposed
change dnes not create the possibility of a
new or different type of accident from any
accident ?wvsmuly evaluated.

3. Would not invaolve & significant
reduction in 8 mergin of safety.

The ACI function is not credited iua
margin of safety for any accident previously
evaluated and 15 not discussed in the basis
for Technical Specification 3/4 5.2, The ACI
function is intended to provide a baclup to
the operstor action of closing the SDC System
suction isclation valves during plant
pressurization. The evaluation of CE NSFD-
550 and the Calvert Cliffs plant-specific
wvaluation indicates that the availability of
the SDC System is increased with removal of
ACL 1n place of ACI, the installation of new
visual and audible alarms in the contral
rooni, slong wilh procedural changes and
operstor training, will reduce shutdown risk
for the plant by eliminating the possibility of
a spurious signal closing the SDC System
suction isolation valves during shutdown
cooling operation. Revising the OPl action
fimit is @ result of establishing & clear basis
for this velue Theretore, the proposed
chauge does not involve 8 significant

reduction in a 0 of safety,

The NRC n“c‘f.‘;ﬁu mvimz'ed the
licensee's analysis and, based on this
reviaw, it ap that the thres
standards of 50 82(c) are satisfied.
Therefore, the NRC staffl proposes to
determine that the amendments request
involves no significant hazards
consideration.

Local Public Document Room
location: Calveri County Library, Prince
Frederick, Maryland 20678.

Attorney for licensee: Jay E. Silbert,
Esquire. Shaw, Pittman, Potts and
Trowbridge. 2300 N Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20037,

NRC Project Director. Robert A. Capra

Baltimore Gas and Electric Company,
Docket Nos. 50-317 and 50-318, Calvert
Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant, Unit Nos. 1
and 2, Calvert County, Maryland

Date of amendments request:
November 3, 1993

Description of amendments request.
The proposed amendments would
revise the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power
Plant, Units 1 and 2, Technical
Specifications (TSs) by eliminating the
TSs that are applicable to the incorg
instrument (IC1) system. The limitations
on the use of the 1CI system will be
relocated ta the Updated Final Safety
Analysis Report (UFSAR). The ICI
system is used {0 measure core power
distribution for the purpose of
monimrinf the TS himits on Linear Heat
Rate, Total Planar Radial Peaking
Factor, Total Integrated Radial Peaking
Factor, and Azimuthal Power Tilt. The
ICI system has no safety purpose itself,
it only measures values which have
safety significance. No change to the
monitored values is proposed. The
proposed change will relocate
requirements on the number and
distribution of incore deteciors used by
the ICI sys'am when measuring these
values from the TSs to the UFSAR. The
licensee has determined that the
requirements on the 1C] system are not
constraints on design and operation
which belong in the TSs. In addition,
NUREG-1432, “Standard Technical
Specifications for Combustion
Engineering Plants,” does not include
TS requirements on the ICI system.

Specifically, the following changes
are proposed:

[‘S TS 3/4 3.3, which provides the
m}uiremenu for the incore detectors is
deleted.

(2) TS 3/4.2.1.4.b is revised te remove
uncertainty factors which are applied to
the ICI system.

{3)TSs3.21,4214,8221, 4221,
323 and 4.2.3.2b are revised to remove
the cycle specific foot notes,

{4) The Table of Contents and TS
Bases Section 3/4.3 are revised to reflect
the proposed changes.

Basis for proposed no significant
hazards consi(ﬁ;atian determination:
As required by 16 CFR 50 91(a), the
licensee has provided its analysis of the
issue of no significant hazards
considerstion, which is presented
below:

1. Would not iovolve a significant incresse
in the probability or conseqguences of an
acoident previously evaluated,
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