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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES (Cont'd)

lead to violation of the specified acceptable fuel design limits if either
the rod is not retrieved expeditiously or reactor power is not reduced within
a reasonable period of time. Since the variations in planar radial peaking
are related to Xenon redistribution sufficient time exists for corrective
action. There was no effect on the health ana safety of the public.

CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS (Cont'd)

of the effect of long term Xenon redistribution can be performed, the prudent
course of action, therefore, is to require an immediate power reduction
following a rod drop. This action is as conservative as current C.E. Technical
Specifications for similar plants.

Immediate corrective action was to revise the rod drop procedure (EP-2-21) to
require initiation of a power reduction such that power is reduced to less than
70% within one hour after the dropped rod event. An attempt to withdraw the
dropped rod will not commence till reactor power has been reduced below 70%. If
the dropped rod cannot be retrieved within two hours after the dropped rod
cvent, then a reactor snutdown will commence and the plant is to be in a hot
shutdown condition within 6 hours.

Long term corrective action was to initiate a study by engineering personnel
to determine an appropriate time allowance during which operation may contirue
at a reduced power level with a dropped rod misaligned from its group, as well
as recommendations for the rcequired rate of power reduction and maximum power
level for operation with a dropped rod. This engineering study is on going
now and is scheduled to be complete prior to submittal of cycle 7 reload
analysis. Modification to Technical Specifications will also be proposed as
part of cycle 7 submittal.




