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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Commissioners

FROM Raymond F. Fraleviixeculive Dirmetor

Advisory Commitlee oOn Reactor Sa¥eguards
SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF ACRS MEMBER
PURPOSE To recommend that the Commission appoint Dr. Richard

D. Baker to the current vacancy on the ACRS as @ re-
placement for Dr. Stephen Lawroski,

DISCUSSION: On February 6, 1981, the NRC invited rembers of the
public to submit nominations for individuals to be
considered for appointment to the ACRS. The press
release was called to the attention of & number of
ccientific and technical organizations and addressed
the need for 2 member with 2 background in chemica)
engineering, specifically knowledgesble in the areas
of radioactive waste management and disposal, spent
fuel storage and processing, and/or chemical engineer-
{ng prodlems associated with the design and operation
of nuclear power reactors and facilities.

The current nominees, past nominees, RCRS consultants,
and other individuals were considered. Based on its
review, the Committee recomends that the Commission
appoint Dr. Richard n. Baker, recently retired Assoct-
ate Director of Natfone) Security Programs, Los Alamos
Scientdfic Laboratory, to the present vacancy

Tre ACRS Staff has concluded a reference check on

Dr. Baker and selected ACRS members have met with

and interviewed him, gased on these interviews and
qualification checks, the Committee belfeves Dr. Baker
would be well suited to serve on the Committee. '
Attachment 1 contains 2 background statement on Dr.
Baker. Dr. Baker's experience of nearly 40 years in
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nuclesr and metallurgical chemistry is consistent with
the criteris stated 25 desiradle in the press release
requesting nominees.

A tota) of epproximately 50 fndividuals were given
serfous consideration for the vacancy. Although it 1s
normal practice for the Committee to send a panel of

2 or more candidates to the Cormission for a final
selection, the ACRS fs unable to do so in this case.

In spite of considerable searching for qualified candi-
dates who did not have prohibiti e conflict-of-interest
restrictions or 1imitations on thelr time, the Committee
was unable to locate more than a single qualified candi-

date.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Comrissfon appoint Dr. Richard D. Baker to the
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards for a four-
year term to begin as soon as practicable. A proposed

letter confirming appointment s included as Attachment

z.

COORDINATION: Dr. Baker has indicated that he would be avaflable to
accept appointment to the Committee. The Office of
the General Counsel has reviewed the financial interests
of Dr. Baker and has no objection to his being appointed.

SUNSHINE ACT It s recormended that, {f discussion of this paper is
required, such discussion be held in closed session
pursuant to Exemption 6 of the Act. OGC concurs in
this recommendation concerning the Government in the
Sunshine Act.

Attach.ents:
). Blographic Sketch - Dr. Richard D. Baker
2. Proposed Letter of Appointment

s issioners’ comments should be provided directly to the Office of the Secretary by
0.b. Wednesday, June 24, 1981.

srmission Staff Office comments, 1f any, should be submitted to the Commissioners NLT
sne 17, 1981, with an information copy to the Office of the Secretary. If the paper
¢ of such a nature that 1t requires additional time for analytical review and Comment
he Commissioners and the Secretariat should be apprised of when comments may be expecied.
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' ATTACHMENT
UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20558

«RICHARD D. BAKER-

BORN:
EDUCATION: BS - South Dakota School of Mines 1936
PhD- lowa State University 1951 (Physical Chew.)
MEMBERSHIPS : American Chemical Society
American Society of Metals
RESEARCH: Atomic energy ;
Lime and building materials
Low pressure carburization
EXPERIENCE : U.S. Gypsum Co. 1941-43
Research Chemist
Los Alamos National Laboratory
1643.45 Research on the chemistry and metallurgy of
plutonium. Developed the reduction method for
the preparation of plutonium retal and {ts
purification. Developed the reduction method
for the preparation of enriched yranium metals.
tnvolved 4n She studizs of met2)lurgy of plutant i~
and fts fabricatien,
1945.48 Group Leader of Uranium Chemistry and Vetallurgy
1948-56 Group Leader of both the Uranium Chemigtry anc
Metallurgy Group and Plutonium Chemistry and
Metallurgy Group
1956-7% Division Leader of Chemistry-Materia) Divisior
Involved with materials research anc developmen:®
for all programs at the Laboratory. Examples:
Weapons Program; Fast Reactor Fuels Frogrem,
Inertial Fusion Program; Magnetic Fusion Progr:
Safeguards Program; Dol Programs; Laser Proge -
1979-81 Associate Director of National Securitly Prose
Thie included: Weapons Programs, Sefeguards 2
Security Programs, Inertial Fusion Programs,
Programs, Weapons Research and Development, 2
Testing and Verification.
1981 Recently retired. '
REFERENCE: American Men 8 Women of Science, 14th Edition, 1879

Prepared 6/4/81




-
B
~
.
v

: %, UNITED STATES
A\ A NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
A ;ﬁ:::/ ¢ VASHINGTON DL 20588

5 A *

'f") A ‘T‘

OFFICE OF Twi
CHAIRNMIN

Or. Richard D. Baker
1999 Juniper
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

Dear Or. Baker:

| have been informed of your willingness to serve as a3 member of the
Ldvisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards. As you know, the ACRS
advises the Commissfion on the safety of proposed or existing reactor
facilities, the adequacy of proposed reactor safety standards, 2nd
such other dutfes as the Commission may request.

Although we will make an effort to minimize our demands on your time,
we recognize that service on the Cormittee will entail some sacri-
fices on your part. We appreciate your willingness to give your time
and energies to an effort which 1s so essential to the further prog-
ress of the Nation's nuclear regulatory program,

Sincerely,

Joseph M. Mendrie
Chairmar



