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Advisory Comittee on Reactor Sa eguards
j -

APPOINTMENT OF ACR5 MEMBER
| S'JBJECT:

To recomend that the Comission appoint Dr. Richard
FURPOSE: D. Baker to the current vacancy on the ACR5 as a re-

placement for Dr. Stephen Lawroski,
]

On February 6,1981, the NRC invited n. embers of thei
j DISCUSSION: public to submit nominations for individuals to be
{ considered for appointment to the ACRS. The press
) release was called to the attention of a number of

scientific and technical organizations and addressedi

] the need for a member with a background in chemical
engineerine, specifically knowledgeable in the areas!

i of radioactive waste management and disposal, spent !

! fuel storage and processing, and/or chemical engineer- |

i ing problems associated with the design and operation |
of nuclear power reactors and facilities.<

l
j
| The current nominees, past nominees. ACRS consultants,

Based on its{ and other individuals were considered.
! review, the Comittee recomends that the Comission

appoint Dr. Richard D. Baker, recently retired Associ-a

ate Director of National Security Programs, los Alamos2

i Scientific Laboratory, to the present vacancy.
j '

The ACRS Staff has concluded a reference check on!

i Dr. Baker and selected ACRS members have met with
and interviewed him. Based on these interviews andi

! qualification checks, the Comittee believes Dr. Baker
i would be well suited to serve on the Corrnittee.

.

| Attachment 1 contains a background statement on Dr.
i Dr. Baker's experience of nearly 40 years inBaker.'

Information in this retctd was delcied

in accadance with the Freedom of In!ctmation 1,

Act, exemptions 4,

;
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nuclear and metallurgical chemistry is consistent with
the criteria stated as desirable in the press release
requesting nominees.

A total of approximately 50 individuals were given
serious consideration for the vacancy. Although it is
normal practice for the Committee to send a panel of
2 or more candidates to the Commission for a final
selection, the ACRS is unable to do so in this case.
In spite of considerable searching for qualified candi-
dates who did not have prohibiti e conflict-of-interest
restrictions or limitations on their time, the Conmittee
was unable to locate more than a single qualified candi-
date.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Contission appoint Dr. Richard D. Baker to the
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards for a four-
year term to begin as soon as practicable. A proposed
letter confirming appointment is included as Attachment
2. .

COORDINATION: Dr. Baker has indicated that he would be available to
accept appointment to the Committee. The Office of
the General Counsel has reviewed the financial interests
of Dr. Baker and has no objection to his being appointed.

,

SUNSHINE ACT: It is reconnended that, if discussion of this paper is
required, such discussion be held in closed session
pursuant to Exemption 6 of the Act. OGC concurs in
this recenmendation concerning the Government in the
Sunshine Act. )

i
At t a chae nts :
1. Biographic Sketch - Dr. Richard D. Baker
2. Proposed Letter of Appointment

onnissioners' conments should be provided directly to the Office of the Secretary by
.o.b. Wednesday; June 24, 1981.

onmission Staff Office comments, if any, should be submitted to the Commissioners NLT
une 17, 1981, with an information copy to the Office of the Secretary. If the papar

s of such a nature that it requires additional time for analytical review and comment,
he Commissioners and the Secretariat should be apprised of when comments may be expected.

ISTRIBUTION:
onmissioners
onnission Staff Offices >

rec Dir for Operations
,

LD. I
CRS

ecretariat
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ADVis0RY COMMITTEE ON RE ACTOR SAFEGUARDS I

*
'

[ ft ASHINoT oN. D. C. 20555 |

\,So..* / |

-RICHARD D. B AKER-

!
|.

|

BORN:

IIS - Sout'h Daio~ta School of Mines 1936 i~

1911 (Physical Chra.) |EDUCATION: PhD- Iowa State University
!
;

MEtSERSHIPS:
American Chemical Society

|American Society of Metals
I

RESEARCH: Atomic energy ;

lime and building materials
low pressure carburization ,

|
1941-43 ;

EXPERIENCE: U.S. Gypsum Co.
Research Chenist

Los Alamos National Laboratory
1943 45 Research on the chemistry and metallurgy of

pl u to ni um. Developed the reduction method for
the preparation of plutonium cetal and its
purification. Developed the reduction method
for the preparation of enriched uranium metals..

.

Involved in thc :t;;di::: of metallurgy of p10 '.n n i r
and its fabricatien. '

1945-48 Group Leader of Uranium Chemistry and l'etallurgy
1948-56 Group Leader of both the Uranium Chem.istry and |

Metallurgy Group and Plutanium Chemistry and
. Metallurgy Group

1956-79 Division leader of Chemistry Material Division.
Involved with materials research and developmen:

|

i

for all programs at the Laboratory. Exampl es :

Weapons Program; Fast Reactor Fuels Program; |
Inertial Fusion Program; Magnetic Fusion Drager |

|
Safeguards Program; DoD Programs; Laser Pre;";-

|
1979-81 Associate Director of National Security Pro;r:

This included: Weapons Programs , Sa feguards a" |

Security programs, Inertial fusion Programs, ' |
l

Programs, Weapons Research and Development, a * . I

Testing and Verification. o

1981 Recently retired.

American Men & Women of Science,14th Edition,1979
REFERENCE:

Prepared 6/4/81

|
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OF F tC E O F T H E }
'

CH A'RMAN

i

:

Dr. Richard D. Baker -

1999 Juniper
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

Dear Dr. Baker: ;

I have been informed of your willingness to serve as a member of the i

Advisory Comittee on Reactor Safeguards. As you know, the ACRS
advises the Comission on the safety of proposed or existing reactor

ifacilities, the adequacy of proposed reactor safety standards, and
such other duties as the Comission may request. i

Although we will make an effort to minimize our demands on your time , i

we recognize that service on the Comittee will entail some sacri- '

fices on your part. We appreciate your willingness to give your time '

and energies to an effort which is so essential to the further prog-
ress of the Nation's nuclear regulatory program.

'Sincerely,
,

,

!Joseph v.. Hendrie
Cha i r1 tan

'
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