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January 14, 1981

Nr daraiu 1 sentco, Director
a f r ; ce or au crear Reactor Regu2aticn
u.5. Nucle ir Regulatory Commission
wasnington, CC 20'~=

3uc;e Ct : c;3n Station jnits 1 and 2
C;ntainment 0 ; rge '/ 3 ve s
'.RC Do ck e t Na s . 5 0 .:43 ana 50-304

Re f e re n ce s (3): O ctooer 23, 1979 latter from A. S cn n e n ce r
to D. L. Peoples

.a): January _?31 1 tter from 1. R. Trama.,

to H. R. Denton

Dear M: Denten:.

This is to supplement the information contained in
R a f c r e n ;: sas regaruing car plans to use Zion's containment purge
valves in a cordance witn the NdC guidance transmitted in Re ference
(a). Accit: anal information is provideo regarding the conditions
whic'i justif y the purging dis cussed in Reference (b).

Containment purging is to De co ndu ct e d in the interest of
personnel safety anc maintaining o ccupational exposure as low as
reasonacl / a chie v a o le . The containment atmosphere is r31atively
warm ano contains radioactive gases such as lodine and xenon. The
atmospnere will be purged so that equipment will be accessible for
surveillance and maintenance associated with Technical Specification
requirements. -

One activity whica establishes the need to purge prior to
reaching cold shutdown is a visual examinaton of the reactor coolant
system. The purpose of this examination is to identify sources of
minor ieakage; it is best performed at elevated temperature and
pressure. Postponement to a time when the reactor is in the cold
snutocan or refueling mode would significantly reduce the usefulness
of tne examination.
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Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director
January la, 1980
Page -

This visual exanination is consioerec good coerating
practice 3ro is also ne cessita ted by requirements of Zicn's
7 2 :nni ca 'i Spe ci fi cat i 3ns . Section 3.3.3 of the Te ch Soecs recuires
. .nw.i e. ..at. ,n v. _ m' a - ; f' m +'-~vr. . - " c- . ~ 3 c t v' . u s .' ' a . c a' j a c 2 m . - a. M.. " .; 6'.
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.imi's are pi2ced ;n unidentiflea l e a.< ag e anc tne base- em;nasize
- . . . . . . . . , _ . _ .

tne .mpu rtan ce o r minimizing unicentl,i .eo eakage , bection a.a.a
requires inspection of tne reactor coo 1 ant system following.

- . . . - , _ ., . ,

re f ueling in a ccorcan ce a;th se ct ion X.. .-, tne 8SMt eclier anc
Pr:3ssure Vessel Ccce. Satisfactory com ietion of trat recairement

parti 311 / cependant uaon reoair of 1 _ .< s icentif.eJ in me_a

. . .- ' a c *u . .~ .'. a ~. t. r. o ^2'.'.o r..' n c,: * ' ' ' *
a. u e # ~a .' .i . . 9'no
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Please acoress furtner questions regarcing this matter to
m.j office,

Ver/ truly yours,
..

- ._

'$

T. R. Tranm
Nuclear Licensing Administrator
a. - a. n -... ; .,n_n . . , , + . o. , - n_ u .- -. ~ . . . . . . .- m .

cc: Zion - Resident Of fice
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