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My. Carl Kammerer, Director
Congressional Affairs

Yuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H Street, N. U

|
Dear Carl:
Please find enclosed copies of corresnondence from a
group of my constituents regarding the Yankee Atomic Plant
in Rowe, Massachusetts. AS residents of the immediate area,
they are obviously concerned about the health and safety of
their families.
1 would aporeciate it if you and your staff would re-
spond to this organization as soon as rossible regarding this
important matter.
Wi=h warm regards, I am
Cordially vours,
dilvio 0. Conte™ " -
tarut® 1y
Member of Congress ",
Enclosure S |
ce: Elaine Parmett '/' |
|
\
ce: Rowe Nuclear Conversion Campalgn
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Shelbturne Falls, Ma. 01370

g Upper Elm Street
- November 2, 19880

-
o
an
Dear Mr. Conte,

Since the beginning of October some concerned community
meémbers of Franklin County have h2en unable to receive in-
formation requested from both the Directors of Yankee
Electric Company and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

We are writing to you as we are frustrated bv the lack
of response by the above.

On October 2nd a public meeting was held with 250
people present represeating a broad segment cf the people
from surrouxding towns by age and occupation. No representa-
tlve from the main office of Yankee chose to appear. We
ould, therefore, like you to contact the ma i cffice 1in
_ne~tb rough _anc request tﬁ“ ;hey arswer the 75 questions

sent to them b\ rew1stereo mail.

— ——

We would also apprecxate vour help in contacti: the
N.R.C. and reguesting that they set up a public heaxxnc in
Franklin Tounty regarding Yankee with 21l sides present.

Please send us copies of all corresponderce concer ning
this matter.

If possibtle, it would be helpful if you rould come to
this area and meet with us.

In my opirion whether one agrees or disagrees on the
satety of nuclear power, I stroigly feel that the pecple of
the United States are entitled to iniormation from a public
utility,

Sincerely,,
I o A

Elaine Parmett

Encls, ROV 7@



£ NUCLEAR CONVERSION CAMPAIGN
ROX 3-2-1
Rowe. Ma., 01367

ROW

To: Yankee Atomic Electric Company
Executive Otfices
20 Turnpike Drive
Waestborough, Ma., 01581

From: Concerned citizens in Franklin and Berkshire Counties
Re: Unanswered Questions

Dear Friencs,

We are neighbors of the Yankee Atomic plant in Rowe. We live in the Berlishires and
in thz Vallay, sharing this beautitul place. We love this land and our lives here. We work
nard. and hope for a long, healthy anc neaceful life for curselves and our families.

Since Three Mile Island, we have become increasingly concerned about the nuciear
alan: in our back yard. It is now time for us Lo raise our deep conc~rns in a public way

YANKEE ATOMIC in Rowe. Massachusetts has been shut down since January. Before
it re-opens this November, we'd like answers to these ynanswered quest:ons.

1 Yankee Atomic in Rowe is 20 years cld this November. /s this plant wearing out?
« What is the life expectancy of a nuclear power plant?
« Has any commercial plant ever functioned longer than 20 years?
¢ Was it not announced at the beginning of the piant's life, that its life ex-
pectancy was 20 years?
e Yankse Rowe has been closed since January. The last two times Yankee
attempted to start up, there were accidents. Are these accidents related to the
old age of the plant?
e Can we be assured that there will not be more accidents when the piant
attempts to re-open?

2. What plans exist for the decommissioning of Yankee Atomic? How much will it
cost? Anc who pays for it?
« Will the Yankee Atomic Electric Company guarantee that the high cost of
decommissioning this plant be paid by the swning utilities ang stockholders—
not the consumer?
o Will all pians for decommissioning the plant be made public immediately?
e Will citizens be given a voice in the important decisions surroundirg
decommissioning?

2. in the event of a permanent shutdown at Yankee Rowe, will the Yankee Atomic
Electric Company guarantee job security for all its employees?

o if the plant is closed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn?

« If the plant is closed by a major, Three Mile Island type of accident?
 |f the plant must close because of its old age?

o If the plant is closed by public opinion?

:  Incase of a nuclear accident, what is the evacuation plan?
e Our schools, hospitals, nursing homes anc businesses are all especially
vulnerable in such an emergency. How wiil we safely evacuate these places?

« How effective are current plans, which in socme cases move citizens closer 10
tne plant?

LY} ~ /- A ' 4 - Tl e et et Tl " -
e Wiii the Yanhee Atomic Eiectric Company accept ful! firancia! responsibility,
cver ang above the limited government incurance. for any iusses of our oroperty
cr business”? '



. ), solution 1o the prob'ems of safe, long {erm storage for radiocactive waste?
. ;v.il waste disposal plans for this area be made pubiic?

. How much waste is stored in Rowe? How safe is it? For how long?

« Who is responsible for the costs of nuciear waste disposal at Rowe? The

consumers? The stockholders? Taxpayers?

o Will the Yankee Atomic Electric Company guarantee that Rowe, Massachu-

setts will not be used for a New England-wide nuclear waste dump?

e What are the effects of nuclear ragiation on our health?

AS NEIGHBORS of New England’s oidest nuclear power plant, we want a say in
deciding the answers to these important questicns. We also have concerns.

WE ARE CONCERNED for the quality of our lives here. We're concerned that in 1977
and 1978, cows' milk in Franklin County was contaminated with Strontium 90 and
Cesium 137. While the company insists this was due to Chinese bomb faiiout, research
shows there was not a bomb test within 3 morniths of the readings.

Rather, the contamination came exactly at :he times when fauity fuel problems
plagued the plant, causing releases of raciation. The fuel problems suon after required
shutcown of the plant. This information became public knowledge only after it was
subpoenaed by the Greenfield Court during 2n anti-nuclear protest trial.

WE TRUST that the company still stands behing this statement:

“NO PART OF QUR OPERATION HAS EVER BEEN KEPT SECRET. OUR PLANT HAS
~LWAYS EEEN OPEN TO EVERYONE AND WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN GLAD TO SEND
QUR REPORTS TO WHOMEVER MIGHT REQUEST THEM.”

— Plant Superintendent, Wendei! Johnson, 1964

In the spirit of this statement, we've arranged for a PUBLIC MEETING to address
these anc cther impertant questions. Please senc at least one member of the Board of
Directors of Yankee Atomic Electric Company (o provide answers (0 these cuestions.
Since many of thase questions involve company policy, it is absolutely necessary that
we talx with a member of the board which makes these policies. W promise that this
forum will not be a gebate, but an open and honest question anc answer session.

PUBLIC MEETING
THURSDAY, OCTCBER 2nd, 1580
Mohawk Trail Regional High School
Auditorium
R.e. 112
Buckland. Ma.

7:00 p.m.

Of course, we will be happy to speak with you anytime, put for the benefit of
everyone, we expect to see you on Octobet 2nd.

Sincerely,

The Rowe Nuclear Conversion Campaign
Box 3-2-1

Rowe, Ma. 01367

R.S.V.P.(473) 339-5362 or (413) 625-6196
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i af Deer  resigent of the town of Rowe
‘.'.':'N vears Lach Gu: over I'n of your (nends and

«2! [anort cONiE {rom: their homes 17 Rowe and surround-
U6 ommunities o work &t the Yanaey piant We who live
cere L nd work @l Y ankew appreciale the wonderful guality

lientne Deerhield Hiver \ aves Many of gs have beep
Sty 3.nCE 1936 when consiruction NIrst siarted on ne
Prant

In November. ) ankee celedrates its 2uih birihday We
A0 0%erale (he piant are ver: prouc of our 20 years of
s.leservice 13 those 20 vears our plant has produced over
o Dl on kilowatt houss and saved over U3 milhion baTels
3¢ 0ii and milions of dotiars for the peopie of New Eng:
Jand

Recontly we receved a copy of a letter containing a lis!
3l questions adout Yansee Thesc gquesiions and our an-
‘swers ‘may De of interest 1o many peopie in the valiey For
Ah1S FLASON we are sending our answers 1o iocal newspa-
lpars Vve hope they will print these answers in (heir en-
‘1irely so that evervone who is interested can read them

“ow for the questions
¢« Quesiion 1. Yankee Atomic 1n Rowe s 20 years oid tus
Sovember. | this piant wearing out”
| Answer !; The Life expectancy of any power plant is
aboul .0 10 40 vears Yankee Atomic has an operaung li-
cense which exiends through 1997 We sincerely hope the
‘plan: operates unul then and perhaps beyond. Yankee is
‘the third cidest commercial nuciear plant in the United
States The oides: 5 in Smppingport. P1 . which startec
LOperaonin 1437 and is still operating
! Yankee Fow e has been snul gown since February of this
Aear L repair the sleair turoine. & non-puciear pan of th
slant These 'urtines are common 1o ail electnic plants
1Nat 5.rn oil. c0al or gas. Ve expect that Yankee Alomic
sl b operating again i ovember

W 1t1 the mLinienance. (Mproveinents and altentiin w.
are g ing the plant. Yankee srou.d be adle 1o operate for
some vears o come In the past X years of operation.
Y anses Rowe has outperformed many of the newer
Planis, cading credarce 10 the adege thal with nuclear
$ ants, as viln peopie “Uie older You get the pelier you
st

+ Question 2: What plans exist for the decomnuissioning of
L ankes Atomuc? How much will it cost” And who pays for
17

Answer 2: Therc are no deinile pians lor decommis-
cion.my the Rowe plan: at this time As previously stated,
the oprating license 10r (he poant extends until 1997 and
we nope 1o operate the plant 3t ivast thal long.

However, the \uciear Regu atury Commussion | NRC
can revoke the License at any Lime Lf Lhat were 0 happen,
tne plant would have to he decommissioned. We would
expect 1o cisniante the p.ant completely and resiore the
site 'o 3 natural site, switatile for an: yse

Prior 1o dismanting. arn environmental impact
stateraent wowid iurmails he prepared by the NRC. Their
Unus ! Dracniee 1 10 publish such starements for public
Cannen: el re Ceconinasiening vould procecd

We qave estimated the cost of decommissioning the
p.ant at about $30 mullion in toda) 's doilars. We wouid
expect Lhis decommissioning cost 1o be paid by the users
of eieciricity [rom the piant. just as they pay the cost of
building the plant and the other costs of producing the
e eciricity, such as (uel, maintenance and taxes. This is
true of any product — the user pays the cost of producing
the product.

The geccmmnissioning cost, when averaged cher all the
eleciricity produced by the plant, 1s only about 5 percent
of the cost of electricity from Rowe..The cost of power
trom; the Fowe plan: nas been 50 low Lhat over the past
{ive years alone il has saved the users approximately Sos
miihion Todav, f we had 10 shul cown Yankee and build &
new plant to "eolace the power. we would have 10 spend
anou! 2240 million. So you can see u¢ all have an economic
incent ve o Keep Yankee operating

Que:ition 3 In the even! of a permanent shutdown at
Varse= Rove, wi! Yankee guaraniee job secunity for aii
15 empicvees’

Answer 0 Vankes Rowe '« staffed with highly skil'ed
personnel whu are in greal demand The competence of
L ese wopie 1 continually muintained Lhrouph retraning
a9%C reguaiiication n therr areus of expertise. The
% enikes? plant has been the source o (rained professicnals
fer oiter nucicar piants particwariy i New Englang
Hurdregs ol YVankesdra:ned Profceioniis are assyming

SCer M roves 1 e nuciear incuUsLey ali over the coun.
17y 16 230N mathel when cemand for the type uf persan
€ ne e Y Yankee conunualiv XSS our peodle ¢
oot bee SuCoessialy emoovca 0D TRusTaniee’
! 1€ 2PRIOPTISIE NOF NETes 1al)

Gur-tion 4 In case of @ nuciear accicent, what iy the
Caveadionr plan®

T WeTr 4 aneve AN @i NS L 8 On ADPTAVIN t P
i 2T P W ed Ve W NNy (e H3T0 AT W0t Wt
Pt O L L VP oin % w Y Wt B fro?

P sot e Duad

Whal, shoniC all acCigent ever Rappe © (ur CInpioyses ars

the public wuwd e prowccied. In Juiy wo  Jtin ad our
revised mergenc) plan 1o the Nuciear Mo wewr; Com-
missinn (or their review  State and local sgencies have
alto suhnalled ther emeryency plans o the ederal

Faner; .oy Mansgement Apency Once comments are re o
CeIVEY, wil Pians wul tw DNenat and lesteu -

SCHOOIS. NOSELAIS ana nuT ung hommes recerve special at-
tenin i gl emergency plass Prolective actions, wheth-
er cuused Ny flooCs hurricanes lornacies oF “uclear
emergencies are specifed lor these specia! faciities If
e eV 0Nl s SeN0Us #NOUER. “Vacualion vl these special fa-
Cliities will e perrormed H 10c3i und siote Oivil delense
agencies

Yankee 1lowe carries $160 mithon of haiity msurance,
Pius an addi wona: $550 mulhian o1 ndUEiry selt asur e
combined to yield & otal privile nsuranve prolection of
$5w mullion On top of thal. we aiso pay the gevernmen:
for an acditiona! & million worth of insurat.ce for 3 total
of $500 million AS more nuc ear plants hecome operation-
al. this sma.! amount of gov 'rament ipsurance will be el-
Munuled anc the 1Ml Priva e insurance coverage will pe
increased beyonc £36) milion

Question 5° 15 there a so.ulicn 10 the protiems of safe
long term storage for raciosclive wasie”

Answer 5. The answer 10 (Nis question s an unequivocal
“yves U Virtually every scientific siucy since 1957 pas con.
cluded (hat safe radioactive wasle storage i1s practical As
reventiy as 1979 the Amer:can Physical Saciety putlisied
a report staning Lhat there 4-e no techanlogical harmers o
Sa ¢ storage Radoactive waste disposal thus hecnmes a
DO L@l probiem cather than 4 technical proniem Con-
gress nas delegated the ressonsiivlil . of high level waste
storage 10 the Department of Energy Congress seems
alwgi resdy 10 enact iegisiation g ving the Depar: ment of
Ernergy necessar tuncmg. autwrity and guidance to
Lure & gemonstration piiot faciliy to nally secomplisn
the Lask

There are no w2ste disposal plans for our site in Rowe
The only waste sicrage at Rowe s ow level waste lempo-
rariy stured priod 10 shipment 10 @ wasie repusiiory in
South Carvena or Mashungion stale \We ais sture used
fuel 3t the Vankec plant in water siorage pools We do not
consider (hese used ‘uel elements as waste sinuy these
tucl clements siill conlain large amounts of useiul fuel
which can be recveiec inio rew fuel Unti .he federal gov-
crument gecides Lo resume such recycling we will have to
stor: the used juel on site or shup (he used (vel elements to
& o\ ernment reposiiory

Siering the tue’ unger water 's common practice all
uver the worid. The longer a fuc. elemert is stored, the
lower the radio activity that 1s containeg inside 1t is our
hope that the government will soon decide I« resume recy-
cling of this used fuel so that we van utilize this * aluable
resource. The cost of wasie <£isposal is paid! by the users of
ecctricity, just ke all the cther custs of producing elec-
tricity These dispusal costs are relatively small, amount-
ing o gpout T oeercent of (he tetal gost of clectricily
inclucing an allow ance tor ultimate cisporal by the feder-
ai goverament of Nigh level wasie from nuclear fuel pro-
cessing

1Us mghiy unlikely that our Rowe site will ever be used
for waste a'sposul purposes. It is our und-rsianding that
any such wasie reposilory would have Lo be on govern-
ment land There 15, however. a real need for a low-fevel
waste depository somewhere in New Engiand The south-
ern and western siates are nol going 10 sccept our New
England wastes (urever. whether they come from hespi-
tals, (actories, or power planis

Question 6. What are the cffects of nuclear radiation on
our heaith”

Answer 6 There are nc measurable eflects on our
nealth from the radiat'on that we are expesed 1o Natural
ey ironmenta. hackground ‘evels are anoul 12 miliirems
euvh year A\ <ingie chest s-ray imolves ahout S0 mill-
rems of raciation If you stoud by tne | ankee gate 24
hours a day 56 Cavs a year. you could get as much as |
muourem audiioral. which 18 oiwiously insigaificant
Somu peuple have suggesied Lhatl eacessiv e ragioactiv:’ .
was relcasec rom the Kowe plant . 1u7T sue 1978, arc
That it cuntarninated milk in the arca This is ntculous 1t
I3 NOL PUsSIDL- {OF Y ankee (O e thu source of thse lempo-
rary cievated levels in milh Similar groundiess charges
were made o ihe same peaple at the Millsione NuCiear
Plan: site in Connecticut The Environmenta Protection
ARUCICY Was skt Congresstuan Do e & ectigate

The EPA ooncivoed that tallog! trom wo 1 lesting
Wan b fae b the Cause Of elevSte! radiacioi . lesele in
e ntils 5 vem @ URINVE Dy nt e T etter
Wy ! rm e PAE A

nOne L b w iy NN e TR S A wor o
Yambas are e 3 " v U,
hiv AT erengt y "3 We vwia T e g

m R L F
Hert ot A feab B e #7000 0% e v
bl b e e



CONVERSICH CLIBAIGH

Oczoser 6, 1S¢D

Chairman end Corzissioners
L.uclear Regulatorv Coecaission
“'¢h Tloor

washington, D.C., 2055%

Degr Comziscicners,

toder 2nd, 1930, 250 citizens who live nea= the Yankee
nt in Rowe came.to the Mohawk Trail Reglonal Hign School,
i7 the bopes that Yankee Atomic Elecrric Cospany officials would
angwer their questions abcut the plant.

Cne month before th:is meeting, on Septesber 2nd. our FToup sent
the erclosed questions to the coa2any headquarters in Westborough, Ma
We also sent a copy to the plant superintencent, ilerb Autio. We
Tecuested the’ presence of a zenber of the Board of Directoss, so

Erswer questicns at the meetin:,

On Ceptenter Z7th, we recieved the enclosed respcnse. Included
was a statecent that the power company would not send a representati
to0 the zeeting.

On Septezber 29th, a delegation {rom our group went %o the
company headquarters in Westiorough, urging thez to Teconsider their
cezision, and to please send someone %o the ceeting. We felt that
{ir our own, end the public's, full uncersteanding of the answers,
ve neeled To discuss and clarify the responses wesh the company. The
nTSwers given us, as you can see, raise adcitional questiors., Wwe wer
tcld on this day that "it would not be procductive" to have a Yankee
Atomic representative at th ceeting.

Any additicnel gquestions, we wers teld, would only be answered it
writing. Nuzmerous phone calls by aTea residents and local elected
officials were responded to sicilerly.

. We are some of the 250 people who attendei *he public ceeting

last thursday. Most of USy as with those at the oeeting, live in
the 10 =mile evecuasicn zone surrounding the plant. A% tne reeting,
the pecple registered strong dissatisfacticn with the wIitlen answers,
S of the!6 gquestions were ru.es "inadequate”, by voice vote. The
exception was question #3, ruled "inacdecuate" by a 3 to 2 nargir.
Peorle are anzry and hurs oy the fact the=s the company ~ould not
ettend an opea meeting with the plant's reighbers. We feel that the
Yarkee Atoaic Electricz Company does rnot have the ccncerns of tne
pecple in nind.

ne have two -equests of the N.B.C.:

1. Heln in gettine the cooveration of the Yankee Atomis Zlectric
cE8-D 0 B =2 8CLTaC

Company;
Flease inform us as to what rights we have to ask qu:stions

- of the company, and recieve adequate answers about the operatic
of Yankee Atomic in Rowe. We would like to know what voice we
are guaranteed, through your agency and others, in ceking the
important decisions that affect our life here in “rankil:n and
Serkshire Counties. Specifically, we want a say in the issues
ocutlined in our letter to Yankee Atonice,

with e Nuclear Reculptorv C mmi
. Massachusetts, before A8 nians Te-~ope
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has been shut down since
Tebruary, due to a turbine accident. A pumber of issues have
been rsised about the continued operaticn of this 20 vear old
nuclear prlant. This is a fersel Trequest for a hearing, to
decide waether Yankee Ncwe should be allswed to -e-cren or not.

“lease get back to us in tie next week °r Zo. TYankee Rowe,
aceirding to the company, is scheduled to re-cpan b» Novester ~ss.
W2 lock forward to hearing Jronm Ycu and meeting you, ard Tnank

your canceran.

war ’u Cof
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