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I am writing fn response to your August 24, 1380 letter to Chairman Ahearne
concerning the restart cof Three Mile Island Unft 1 (TMI-1), the schedule for
Unit 2 cleanup, and the licensing of new cormercial nuclear facilities.

As you may be aware, the NRC has ordered that a public hearing be comducted

to determine whether TMI-! should be operated and, if so, under what conditions.
The public hearing is scheduled to begin in mid-Cctcber. Curing the hearing
the technical issues appropriate to assure public health and safety will be
addressed. Based upon the current status of the proceedings, the develcpment

of a record on which the Conmission can make a decision regarding restart is

not expected before early 1381. NRC staff members are currently involved in
preparation for the hearing and the ongoing review of technical informaticn
concerning the TMI units.

In July 1580, the NRC staff issued a Craft Programmatic Environwental Impact
Statement related to decontamination and disposal of radicactive wastes
resulting from the March 28, 1979 accident at TMI-2 (NUREC-0683). A copy of
the summary from this document is enclosed; you wmay wish to refer to page S-4
for an outTine and schedule of activities assoctated with the cleanup of Unit Z.

The Commission continues to review plants under construction and evaluate appli-
cations for a license to operate for those facilities nearing completion of
construction. We are developing requirements for those plants under construc-
tion permit review based upen the results of the TMI-2 accident evaluation, whict
Black Fox and other construction permit applicants must address before we pro-
ceed with issuance of a construction permit. Recent licensing actions include
the August 21, 1980 authorization for full power operation of the North Anna
Nuclear Station Unit 2. ¥ e ‘

[“trust that this information is f!sponsive to your- concerns.
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Dear Mr. & Mrs. Ruthrauff: !"!St?ne .

I am writing in response to your August 24, 1980 letter to Chairmen Ahearne
coacerning the rastart of Three Nile Island Unit } (TMI-1), the schedule for
Unit 2 cleamsp, and the licensing of new commercial nuclear facilittes.

As you may be aware, the NRC has ordered that a public hearing be conducted

to deterwine whether TMI-] should be operated and, I se, under what conditions.
The public hearing s scheduled to begin in mid-October. During the hearing
the technical issues appropsiate to assure public health and safety will be
addressed. Based upon the curvent status of the proceedings, the development
of a record on which the Commission can make a decision regarding restart is

not expected befora early 1981, KRC staff members are currently ‘nvolved in
preparatfon for the hearing and the ongoing review of technical information
concerning the TMI units.

In July 1980, the MRC staff {ssued a Draft Programmatic Envirommental Ispact
Statement related to cacontaminatiom and disposal of radicactive wastes
resulting from the March 28, 1979 accident at TMI-2 (NUREG-0683). A copy of
the sucsary from this document s enclosed; you may wish to refer o page 5-4
for an cutline and schedule of activities associated with the Zleanup of Unit 2.
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