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- 2MENORANDUM FOR: Robert M. Bernero, Director
Office of Nuclear flaterial Safety.

and Safeguards p 1 $ M0

FROM: Richard L. Bangart, Director
i Division of Low-Level Waste Management

and Decommissioning
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

-- and Safeguards
'

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE OCTOBER 18, 1990, MEETING WITH BROWNING-FERRIS
INDUSTRIES (BFI)ANDFOLLOW-UPACTIONS

Enclose is a summary of the October 18, 1990, meeting with BFI tor your information.
-

Also, as part of the meeting summary, I have included a discussion of conclusiviis
and follow-up actions.

; The meeting was held to discuss several waste management issues common to both
- the fluclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and BFI. The Low-Level Waste-

Management (LL4M) staff intends to address the issue regarding hospitals:

; inadvertently disposing of radioactive materials at landfills and medical waste
treatment facilities via an Information flotice,y

In addition, LLWM is preparing a list of issues related to the management ofr
medical waste. I will submit this list of issues to you in the near future.

_

- If you have any questions, please call me at X-22340 or Samuel Z. Jones of igy
- st'iff at X-20554.

- @) RICHARO L MNGAFfr
_

Richard L. Bangart, Director
m

--

Division of Low-Level Waste Management-

- and Decommissioning
E Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

- Enclosures: As stated
_
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SUtiliMARY OF THE OCTOBER 18, 1990, MEETit1G WITH z

BROWhlNG-FERRIS Ih00STRIES (BFI)

Date: October 18, 1990

Place: L'.S. f?uclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), OWFN

Purpose: Tc provide a forum f or the exchange of information on several
waste management topics. Toese topics incluced: the detection
of radioactive material in waste shipments being sent to
icndfills and medical waste management facilities; waste :

idisposal exemptions and practices; below rtgulatory concern
waste, hazardous waste cianagenent; and decontamination and
deconsissioning wastes.

14rticipants: NRC BFI
D ernero R. Foi0ieF '-~ J. Greenburg
R. Bangert J. Cur.ningham B. Gantner
J. Austin D. Cool
R. Boyle R. Meck
W. Lahs S. Jones
L. Camper li. Orlando
J. Hickey A. Huffert
J. Lubenau
and other interested staff members

Discussion: The meeting began with a presentation by Mr. Joel Lubenau,
from the Office of Gcvernmental and Public Affairs (CPA),
describing the efforts by the scrap metal industry in
monitoring for radioactive materials. At the concis ion
of fir. Lubenau's presentation, the meeting generally
fc110wed the agenda (Attached).

I. FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION OF THE SEPTEMBER 5, 1990, MEETING |

AND ON-SITE VISIT WITH BFI IN ILLIN0IS

BFI_ described their monitoring system as a sodium iodide I
scintillation detection system which surveys incoming waste
shipments at. landfills. Incoming vehicles which have
detectable levels of radiation reasuring 400 cpm above
background are rejected and the state agency may be ' notified.
The lower threshold of the BFI monitoring system is 200 key.
BFI believes that' the system can detect activities as low as
50 microcuries.

BFI stated that rad;oactive wastes which have been
determined to be below regulatory concern (CRC)- would be

|accepted by BFI. However, BFI may want prior
notification of incoming BRC waste shipments and would manage
BRC waste as a "special waste". BFI may require that BRC waste
be disposed in a separate excavation at the landfill.
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BFI noted that, in California, a landfill has set
the trigger levels:fcr incoraing shipments at 50,000 cpm.

'

BFI operates 107 landfills. Approximately 90 cf the sites
have installed or are in the process of installing
detection systems.

'

CONCLUSIONS AND REC 0tViENDATIONS:

In regard to waste shipments received by BFI which measure
detectable level of radioactivity, the NRC is evaluating
this niatter. In regard to the BFI monitoring system,
NRC noted that the 200 key threshold for thc detection system

;

would not detect certain important radionuclides such as 99m-
Technetium and 125-Iodine.

In regard to BRC waste, the NRC would not require any special
management of the wastes (ie., special disposal areas or special
manifests).

In regard to the differences in trigger levels for
rejecticr. of incoming waste shipments, the NRC is also
evaluating this matter.

~II. EXISTING EXEMPTIONS, POLICIES AND PRACTICES-

The NRC staff discussed some of NRC's exemptions, policies
and practices.

BFI stated that landfills have detected radioactive
materials'in waste shipments from hospitals.- BFI has
noticed a reduction in the number of waste shipments
containing detectable levels of radioactivity after the
waste shipmeri s were returned to the hospital.'

NRC stated that patients administered radio' pharmaceuticals 1

having a residual activity of less than 30 millicuries are
not ree,uired to be hospitalized.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

TheDivisionofLow-LevelWasteManagement(LLWM)
recommends that an information notice should be sent
to all NRC medical use licensees to:' (1) inform them.that

'

some landfills and medical waste treatment facilities are
' monitoring and detecting radioactive materials in waste

received from hospitals; and (2) encourage medical use

t
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licensees to review their waste management programs to j
,

ensure that radioactive n.aterials do not inadvertently get
J

'

into the hospital's nonradioactive waste.
,

In addition, LLWM is planning a conference call with'the
| DivisionofIndustrialMedicalNuclearSafety(IMNS) |

and the regional offices to discuss issues related to| --

..

medical waste management.
1

III. DISCUSSION OF THE NRC BRC POLICY

NRC sunr.1arized the BRC policy and recent NRC activities to
I. explain the policy to the public through c series of q

L public meetings, j

| NRC pointed out that the BRC policy, by itself, does not
specify types of-wastes and the levels of radioactivity
which would comply with the policy's provisions.
Implementation of the BRC policy would occur prin,arily through |

1 the rulemaking process or licensing actions and may be '

subject to public input and comment.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

None
1

IV. DISCUSSION OF HAZARD 0US WASTE MANAGEMENT q

BFI discussed their experiences in hazardous waste
management and have decided to discontinue involvement in
this area.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: .I

L None 1

|

V. DISCUSSION OF DECOMMISSIONING AND DECONTAMINATION WASTES

8FI stated that decontamination and decownissioning wastes
would be managed in a similar manner as low-level
radicactive wastes which were determined'to be BRC.

1

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

None
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3. 0!$CU$$10N 0F THE NRC # C POLICY
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POLICY
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i
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IWITIO
AlitNBEt$1. ROMRT NRNERO, MC VANDY NILLER, INIC - IRUCI IMitR,IFl

RICM R9 B MSART, M C J0 5 GREEvtl, MC J05 IREE Mt 4 , IFl
FMNK CONSEL, NRR JAY CIANilNONAM, MC MRSNA WILLIAR$, IFl
RICMAS CUNNINSNM, NRC J05 AUST!N, MC J0MN ILEM, MC
JOMN WICKEY, M C 30MLS COOL, Ific NY CMIANO, litt
E 818 B0YLE, NRC IILL LMI, MC SM J0ES, MC

.

f.DNTACT: SM JONES, NRC 301-492-0554 Fil492-0554

Attachment
|
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+MEMORANDutt'f0R: Robert M. Bernero, Director

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards-

FROM: Richard L. Bangart, Director
Division of Low-Level Waste Management

and Decommissioning
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

SUBJECT: SUltMARY OF THE OCTOBER 18, 1990, MEETING WITH BROWNING-FERRIS
INDUSTRIES (BFI) AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS

Enclosed is a summary of the October 18, 1990, meeting with BFI for your information.
Also, as part of the meeting sumary, I have included a discussion of conclusions
and follow-up actions.

The meeting was held to discuss several waste management issues common to both
the Nuclear Regulatory Comission (NRC) and BFI. The LLWM staff intends to
address the issue regarding hospitals inadvertently disposing of radioactive-
materials at landfills and medical waste treatment facilities via an Information
Notice.

In addition, LLWM is preparing a list of issues related to the management of 1

medical waste. I will submit this list of issues to you in the near-future.

If you have any questions, please call me at X-22340 or Samuel Z. Jones of rqy
staff at X-20554.

Richard L. Bangart, Director
Division of Low-Level Waste Management

and Decommissioning
Office of Nuclear Material Safety *

and. Safeguards-

Enclosures: As stated
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DATE: ljo_vember 19 ,_1990-. 3

******************************************************************* us uS*****.

SIGN AND/0R
CONCUR DATEA

1. SJones- CM _
Mdtp

2. JAustin C/__j _ // /gr(/fp

A g n 3. JGreeves C/ db ffd/fo
Cfk }[/2$/10Y 4. RBangart

5. / /,

6. _/_/__

7.
-_ --|_l--

8; _/_/_:

_,

9. / /
_

10. . _/ /_

e s

ACTION: CIRCULATED: FOR YOUR INF0:
APPROVAL: COMMENT: . SEE.HE:

AS REQUESTED:' NOTE & RETURil: PREPARE REPLY:
C00RDIllATION: PER CONVERSATION:

- -

TICKET NUMBER: REf! ARKS:

DUE TO DIVISION:

DUE" TO' tit:SS:- C

'' '

DUE TO EDO:
<

DUE TO 0Cil:

MEMORANDUM FOR: Robert 11.' Bernero, Director, NHSS
l'
'1 -" FROM: Richard L. Bangart, Director, LLWM/flMSS
r

SUBJECT: MEETING SUMMARY WITH BFI
1

. ---
- ... .

: 0RIGIt!ATOR/ SECRETARY: SJones ROOM NO./ BLDG.: SE-4

ESchultz 'N PHONE NO.: 23342
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