Omaha Public Power District
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December 2, 1378

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
ATTH: Mr. Robert W. Reid, Chief
Jperating Reactors Branch No. 4

U. 8. Huclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Reference: Locket lNo. 50-285
jentlemen:

In response to discussicns held with members of your staff in re-
2ard to the Omaha Public Powar District's Fort Calhoun Staticn Unit lNo.
1 inservice and Inspection “rogram, the following i{anformation is pro-
vided related tc the inspeciion of cieck valves SI-159 and 3I-160. The
safety Tunction of these valves ' to cpen to permit flow from the con-
tainment sump %o the sucticn of the safety injection pumps.

The Distric. oroposed, in a report entitled "Fort Calhoun Station

Unis No. 1 Inservice and Inspection Program Plan for the 1976-1080
Feriod", dated September 1, 1973, to perform no testing on these valves.
This is becsuse: (1) testing is impractical since no feasile means
currently exist for providing desisn flows throuah these check valves,

2) the valves are wholly redundant %o one another, and (3) failure data
i85 lngufficient *o> sghow that a credible problem exists with check valves
failing %o open.

The District continues %0 believe that testing of these valves |
mnecessary due %o the above considerations, Jevertne-ess. cne of the
following two approsches will be used at the next refuelings Jutage %o
demcnstrate the cperablility of the valves:

- A modification will be performed %0 permit perisdic flow teste
ing of these valves, or
- SI1-173 will be removed, inspected, and %ested. The resulss
f this inspecticn 2an be used %o deter=mi n tre need for ine
specting 31-160 and <he need for further inspections.

Performance of either inspection/test would be costly. The first
prion would require an extensive system modificatisn, and the second
an expenditure of approximately $40,700 %o srocess waste water remcved
from the SWIRT and rerirc.‘st‘-n e, The “‘s:r::t i3 TSresently evalu-
atiag Soth opticms %o determine effectiveness and lonz term sost irpacs.
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The results of the inspection/test will be submitted to the Cimmission
for review, alo g with recommendations for future inspection and testing,
as deemed appropriate. The District is confident that either of these
measures will satisfy the Commission's concern.

3incerely,

7. £, Short
Aszistant General Manager
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1757 "N" Street, ¥, W.
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