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ACTIVITY NRC LICENSING ACTION

Site NRC comments informally on DOE Site
Characterization Characterization Plan. Public comment is
requested.

Informal, frequent DOE-NRC interaction
occurs during Site Characterization.

Construction DOE applies to NRC for authorization
NRC staff reviews application
Public partucpaton occurs
If application s sound, license is issued
DOE commences l(‘l)n\llul\ construcuon

Operation Same process as tor construction authorization

Decommissioning Same process as for construction authorization

Licensing Procedures
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‘... A major concept underlying NRC’s
rulemaking is the reduction or elimination of
uncertainties to the extent practicable, and
compensation for unavoidable uncertainties by
redundancy in the overall system of major
barriers in the repository.’

Status of the Technical Rule




From the U.S. Department of Energy

The National Program for Isolating

High-Level Nuclear Waste
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(DOE Y80 A record ol deasion was
then published n the Federal Register
DOE 198 1a) which formally declared a
strategy for waste isolation based upon
the development ol mimed geologic re
postornies I his strategy 1s therefore the
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laid on the Hoors or sealed in holes
drilled into the Hoors of these dnfis
After the waste 1s emplaced, the rooms
ind drifts will be backhlied and sealed
Finally, the shalts themselves will be
hlled and sealed (see St. John on re
posttory design Fd

I he most likely way for waste to im

e from a repository mto the bio
logncal environment s through dis
lution in and transportatton by ground
water DO |»|.m\ 1o select repository
sites only i structurally sound, stable
rocks of low permeability where waste
can be solated dunny its extremely long
hazardous hifetime. Thus, the geologic
ind hvdrologic condinons of the site
provide the ulumate barriers 1o waste
nugration (see Hustrubd on host me
dha—Ed.)
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Program Goals and Plans

I he con pletion of a bhrst tull-scale

operatonal repository in about 2 ars

continues to be a primary goal of DOF
I'he proposed system 1s advantageous
because (1) 1t does not «hin‘nd upon
screntihc or engineering hreak
throughs; (2) 1t can be assessed with
current capabilities; and (3) ut will not
require acuve mamtenance or surveil
lance for a very long period of tme
into the tuture. DOE’s program was de
scribed in detail in the Department’s
statement of position, which s part of
the Conhdence Rulemaking Proceed
ings ol the Nuclear Regulatory Com
mussion (DOE [Y80b and 1980¢). T hese
proceedings stem from the decsion ol
the Nuclear Regulatory Commuission
(NRC) to re-examine the basis for con
hdence in the tuture off-site storage o

isolation of spent nuclear fuel

Untl recently, the attitude of the De
partment of Energy was, in effect,
Irust us; i 25 yvears a full-scale re
pository will be available ['hat pro
gram was ~h||§n|\ criticized because
ifter decades of government procras
tunaton and partual solutions, it seemed
that another 25 years was too long to
wait with only assurances that the goal
would be met. DOE deaded that the

regulatory process and public conh




