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ST SREITen April 9, 1982

The Honorable Nunzic Palladino
Chairman

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
washington, D.C., 20555

Dear Mr., Chairman:

In its Annual Report tc Congress entitled "Review and
Evaluation of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Safety Research
Program for Fiscal Year 1983," the ACRS noted the rapid increase
in cumulative occupational exposure associated with the operation,
maintenance and modification of commercial nuc ear power plants,

The report states:

"whereas a few years ago, the generally accepted
value for a single power plant was about 500 person-
rem per year, the latest tabulation published by the
NRC showed that the average collective dose per
operating unit increased by 33 percent between 1979
and 1980 and now approximates 790 person-rem per
year. Projections are that some individual plants
will have collective doses of as much as 5,000
person-rem for 1982."

In view of occupational exposure increases of this
magnitude and the increasing number of workers who have
been and will be exposed, please respond to the following
questions on or before April 29, 1982,

: P Does the NRC maintain, or require its licenses to .
maintain, complete exposure records for all workers in
radicactive portions of a nuclear facility?

2. Does NRC maintain a "tracking” system for licensees to
ensure against overexposure of individual workers who
may work at more than one nuclear facility?

3’5 Does the NRC maintain, or require its licensees to
maintain, a screening process to determine whether an
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