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Nocket YNos.: 50-373

and 502374

Tyrone C, Fahner, Fsquire
Attorney General

State of 11linois

160 North La Salle Street
Chicaco, I1linois 60601

Dear Mr, Fahner:

This letter 1s to acknowledoge receipt of vour Request to Institute a

Show Cause Proceeding and for Other Relief (Petition) dated March 24, 1982,
filed with the Muclear Reoulatorv Commission on hehalf of the State of
I11inois, The Petition orincipally seeks institution of a show cause pro-
ceeding under 10 € .F.R, § 2,202, ano suspension of further consideration of
the operating license application regarding the La Salle County Nuclear
Generating Station, Units 1 and 2 of the Commonwealth Fdison Company, based

on certain alleogedly newly discovered safety issues, The issues raised in vour
Petition are two in number. The first {ssue relates to the drilling of holes
in the concrete walls, floors, and ceilings of certain buildings at the

La Salle facility, including in some instances severance of steel reinforcing
bar (rebar) with the potential for affecting structural intearity. The second
issue relates to the structural adequacy of the of f-nas buildina roof, Your
Petition alleoes substantial cracking of this roof and the possibility that
the roof thickness does not meet desian snecifications.

Your Petition has been referred to me by the Commission for consideration nursuant
to 10 C.F.R, § 2,206, and appropriate action will be taken on vour netition within
a reasonable time, The MRC Staff is investicatino the allegations contained

fn your Petition 1/.

Your Petition at pace ? states that there is an onerating i1icense nroceeding
presently before the Commission and that no hearing has heen reaquested or noticed
in this proceeding, A MNotice of %eceint of Application for Facility

Operatina Licenses; Yotice of Availa ty of Applicant’s Fnvironmental

Report; and ‘stice of Tonsideration of Yssuance of FaciVity Nnerating Licenses and
Notice of Opportunity for Hearina, were nubTished 1n the Federal Reqister recardina
this TlCl"%y on June 1, 10977, gonsequentlv, a hearina opportunity reqarding

the La Salle facility operating licenses was noticed. Mo hearina was requested
pursuant to the notice and consequently no operating license “proceeding” is before the

Commission. 1 am presently considering Commonwealth Edison's license apnlication,
and have under consideration the issuance of a fuel 1oad and low power testing
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As one steo in our investifcation, we contacted the Commonwealth Edison Company
(CECO) on March 29, 1982, and asked that they meet with us on March 31, 1982,
to present information with regard to the matters you raised., This meeting was
held in Bethesda, Maryland on March 31, 1982, and Ms, Judith S. Goodie, £sqa.
attended the meeting as a representative of your office. A verbatim transcript
was taken of that meeting and has heen made available to vou,

Dur Reaion 111 office is determining whether the applicant has adequately
inplemented 1ts rebar damace identification and assessment activity

in accordance with suitable procedures during the construction process. Also,
our Office of Inspection and Enforcement i1s reviewing Reafon I1l's handling
of the allegation regardina the off-aas building roof, and i1s further
determining whether the off-gas building roof meets its design requirements
as stated by CECO at the March 31 meeting and 1~ the FSAR for the La Salle
factlity. 1In conjunction with Reafon I1] activicies, my office is assessing
the technical adeauacy of the applicant's engineering design assessment in
the affected areas as a result of these allegations,

I have considered vour request at Section I11.1 of your Petition for an
immediate suspension of concideration of Commonwealth fdison's application
for a fuel load and Yow power testina license for La Salle Unit 1 unti) the
allegations contained in your Petition are investioated and a decision made
regarding institution of the requested show cause proceeding under 10 C.F.R.
§ 2.202, 2/

fiy letter dated Feb-uary 4, 1902, CECO has addressed its startup test schedule
for La Salle Unft 1. In this letter, the apnlicant estimates approximately

60 to 90 days wil)l elapse from the time of issuance of the low nower license

until the time the reactor achieves initial criticality. The anplicant's best

current estimate is that this elapsed time will be annroximately 61 davs.

Ouring this time, there will be preliminary startup activities goina on; however,

since the reactor will not have been brought critical, there will he essentially

no fissfon products in the core and no sianificant radioloafcal hazard. Also,

there will be no sianificant build-un of residual core activity throuah zero

power physics testing.

During the zero power physics testing, the off-aas huilding would not receive
any radioactive materials and therehy nose no public health and safety hazard
should 1ts roof fail, Also, continued structural intearity of concrete which

2/ Your Petition at nage 9 also seeks suspension or stay of all “proceedings
concerning Edison's applications for oneratina licenses” for the La Salle facility.
As discussed in footnote 1, supra, there are no such “proceedings” pending, The
only relevant pending matter {s my consideration of Commonwealth Fdison's license
application including its request for a fuel Yoad and low power testinoc license,
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may have been affected by the alleqged drilling and boring is not essential for
even, in the most severe incident which could be postulated, the radioactive
releases, would be fnsubstantfal. The low fissfon product fnventory also
answers the concern raised in your Petition at Section II.8 that fuel loading
of Unit 1 should be postponed "until the Commission fully examines the potential
safety hazard presented by the cutting of reinforcing steel as alleged herein”
on the grounds that the presence of the fuel in the structure of Unit 1 will
interfere with the investigation of the alleqations and with any corrective
measures that might be ordered. The insignificant bufld-up of residual core
activity through zero power physics testing presents no significant impediment
to completing the investigative efforts associated with the alleged concerns,

In our efforts to investigate these matters, members of the NRC staff have made
visits to the plant and to the Architect/Engineer's offices, Sargent and Lundy;
have reviewed documents including structural drawings and several calculations
performed by Sargent & Lundy and have held discussions with key applicant

and Sargent & Lundy personnel (see Enclosures ! and 2). While the reports on
these efforts have not yet been finalized, the allegations set forth in your
petition have not been substantiated.

We expect to complete our ongoing fnvestigation of the allegations raised by
your Petition in the next 30 to 60 days and we will make our findings at that
time. In the fnterim, because there is no significant threat to the health and
safety of the public represented by a core that has not experienced operation
beyond fnitfal criticality and zero power testing, I have determined the

fmme ifate suspension of Commonwealth Edison's request for a fuel load and

low power operating 1icense to be unwarranted. Any such license, however, will
be conditioned to require prior NRC staff approval for any power operation
following fnitfal criticality and zero power physics testing. Our approval will
not be qgiven unless warranted by the results of our current ongoing investigatio

The NRC Staff will continue to review the remaining matters raised in your
Petition, and I will {ssue a decision with regard to them in the reasonably

near fUture I will also consider your Petition in any future licensing actions
I take with respect to the La Salle facility,

I enclose for your informatfon a copy of the Notice that is beinq filed for
publfcatfon with the Office of the Federal Register.

Sincerely,
|

15

Harold R. Denton, Director
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Requlation

ns'
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Tyrone £, F"\ﬂer, Esquire JPKnight PSCheck
Attorney General KCyr, OELD BJSnyder
State of I11inois CNorelius, Region 111
160 North La Salle Street DE isenhut/RPurple
Chicago, I1Minois 60601 MJambor
SCavanaugh, NRR (EDO#11706)
Dear Mr. Fahner: MBridgerg, EDO (EDO#11706)

DISTRIBUTION:
Document Control (50-373/374)

This letter 1s sent to acknowledge receint of vour Reouest to Institute a
Show Cause Proceeding and for Other Relief {Petition) dated "arch 24, 1982,
filed with the Nuclear Reaulatory Conmiscion on behalf of the State of
IM11inois. The Petition orincipally seeks institutfon of a show cause pro-
ceeding under 10 C.F.R, & 2,202, and suspensfon of further consideration of
the operating license application reqarding the La Salle County Muclear
Generating Statfon, Units 1 and 2 of the Commonwealth Fdison Company, based
on certain alleaedly newly discovered safety issues. The issues raised in vour
Petition are two in numher, The first fssue relates to the drilling of holes
in the concrete walls, floors, and ceilings of certain buildings at the
La Salle facility, including in someé instances severance of steel reinforcing
har (rebar) with the potential for affecting structural intearit:., The second
issue relates to the structural adequacy of the off-oas building roof. Your
Petition alleges substantial cracking of th‘s roof and the possibility that
the roof thickness does not meey desian spedifications.
/ \
Your Petition has heen referrefl to me by the Conmission for consideration pursuant
to 10 C.F.R., § 2,206, and apzropriate actfon|will be taken on vour petition within
a reasonable time, The NRC Staff is investidatinag the allegations contained
in your Petition 1/. / ;

Your Petition at pagef@ states that there is ap onerating license nroceeding
presently before thejtorwﬂssinn and that no hepring has been requested or noticed
fn this proceedina. / A Notice of Receipt of Application for Facility

Operating Licenses; Notice of Availahility of Applicant™s Environmental

Feport, and Wotice of Lonsideration of 1ssuance of FaciVity Nperatina Licenses and
Hotice of Opportunity for earina, were published In the Federal neaister regarding
this faciTity on June 3, 1077, gonseﬂuentlv. a hearina opnortunity reqardine

the La Salle facility operating licenses was noticed. MNo hearina was requested

nursuant to the notice and consequently no operatina license "proceeding” is hefore the |

Commission, 1 am presently considering Commonwealth Edison's license application,
and have under consideration the fscuance of a fue) Yoad and Yow nower testina

SURNAMED ! ...

DATE )

ery near fufjure,
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may have heen affected by the alleqged drilling and horina 1s not essential

for even, in the most severe incfdent which could he postulated, the radioactive
releases, would be fnsubstantial, since power levels will not exceed a nominal
004 percent (250kw) of rated power as part of the zero power testing proaram

and at most this extremely low power level will not nersist for more than 24
hours. In comparison with our Safety Fvaluation Report on the University of
California Berkeley Research Reactor at comparable pawer level rance, we assessed
the dose consequences of a diect release without containment event and calculated
a dose level of less than 0,3 rem thyroid at the site boundary. Therefore,

the effiuents can be released without detrimental e¢ffects on the public

health and safety, The low fission product inventory also answers the concern
raised in your Petition at Section 11.3 that fuel loading of Unit 1 should

be postponed "until the Commission fully examines the notential safety hazard
presented by the cutting of reinforcing steel as alleged herein” on the arounds
that the presence of the fuel in the structure of Unit 1 will interfere with

the fnvestination of the alleqations and with any corrective measures that

might be ordered. The insianificant build-up of residual core activity through
zero power physics testing presents no signifficant impediment to completing

the investicative efforts associated with the alleaed concerns.

In our efforts to investigate these matters, members of the MRC staff have made
visits to the plant and to the Architect/Engineer's offices, Saragent and Lundy;
have reviewed documents including structural drawinas and several calculations
performed by Sargent & Lundy and have held riscussions with key applicant
and Sargent & Lundy personnel (see Enclosures 1 and 2), While the renorts on
these efforts have not vet heen finalized, there appears to he no bhases that

we have heen ahle to find to substantiate the allegations set forth in vour
netltion. |

We expect to complete our ongoing investipation of the allecations raised hy
your Petition in the next 30 to 60 days and we will make our findings at that
time. In the interim, because there is so significant threat to the health and
safety of the public renresented by a core that has not experienced operation
bevond inftial criticality and zero po testino I have determined the
immediate suspensfon of Commonwealth Edfson's request for a fuel load and
low power operating license to he unwarranted. Any such license, however, will
he conditioned to require prior NRC staff approval for any power ooeration following
initfal criticality and zero power phvsics testina, ' Nur approval will not be
given unless warranted by the results zf our current ongeing investigations.

h

The NRC Staff will continue to review the remaining matters raised in your
Petition, and I will 1ssue a decision with regard to them in the reasonably

near future. 1 will also consider your Petition in any future licensing actions
I take with respect to the La Salle facility. \
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I enclose for your information a copy of the Notice that 1s beinc filed for
publication with the Nffice of the Federal Peaister.
Harold Denton, Nirector
. 0Office of Muclear Peactor Requlation
Enclosures:
As stated
cc: See next paae
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Thic letter {5 sent to acknowledas receint of bour "enuest to Ing*itute a
Show Cause Proceeding and for Nther 901‘({‘;3J21t1nn) dated March 24, 1922,

filed with the Yuclear Pagulatory Commiss{on hn hehal € af the State of
Minoig, “he Patition nrincinally seets titution of a show cause nro-
ceading under 10 £, F .0, % 2,902 and susnengfon of further consideration of
the nnerating license annlicatinn reaardin o 1La Salle County uclear
fenerating Station, 'mits 1 and 2 of the Cgmmogwealth Fdison Commany, hased
nn cortain allenedly newly afscovered safgty isxues, The fssues rafsed in vour
Patition are tun in numhar, The firct is8ue relates to the drillina nf hnles
in the concrete walls, floors, and ceilinns of coertain buildings at the
La “alle facility, including in some ingtances seJyranco nf steel reainforcing
bar (rebar) with the notential far affgcting structyral intearity, The cacond
fssue relates to the structural adenuacy nf the affanas Suflding ranf. Yaur
Petition allenes suhstantial cracking af thic ronf and the nossihility that
the ronf thickness does not meet dqugn snecifications,

/ ,

Your Petitinn has heen referred o fe Yy the Comicssina far consideration nursuant
th 10 L F.0, T 2,706 and apnranriate actian will e tai:n on vour netition within
a reasonahle time, The NPT Staff f¢ investinatina the allenations contained

in vour Petition 1/. / \

\
\
\
{ \

D e U

1/ Your Patition at pane ? states that there is an anerating license nroceading

nresently hofore the Comission and that no hearina has heen reaquested ar noticed

in this nroceedina, A Matice of Neceint of Annlicatinn far Tacility

Oneratina Licenses; Yotice of XvalTahiTity of XnnTican' < T nviranmanta)

Weport; and ToakTee AF "onsideratian of Yesuance of Tac y "naratinn | 1censes and
Yotice n¥ Manartunity For TearTna werae nihTTchad Tn the Tederal Paafster reaarding
this facTYTFv an Yine 1, YOTT, Foancequently, a hearina annartunity renardina

the La Salle facility onerating licenses was naticed, to hearinag was requestad
prsuant to the notice and conecoenuentlv no aneratina Yicense "naroceedinag” 1 hefore the
Comission. T am nrasently considerinc Commonwealth Fdfisan's Yicense annlication,
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Ag one sten fn aur investigation, we contacted the Tommonwealth Tdisan Comnany
[CECN) an March 20, 1792 and asked that thev meet with us on March 1, 1092,
to nresent Infarmatian with reqard to the matters vau rafsed, Thig meating was
held {n Nethesda, Marviand on March 31, 1992 and Mg, Iudith €, Goodie, Fsn,
attended the meeting as a renresentative of vour nffice, A verbatim transcrint
was taken of that meetina and has heen made availahle to vou,

Nur Peqion 111 office 1s detamining whether the annlicant has adequately

fmnl emented 1ts rehar damage fdentification and assesement activity

in accordance with suitahle nrocedyres during the constructinn nrocess., Also,
nur Mfice nf Insnectinn and Tnforcement is reyiewing %eafon T11'c handling
aof the allenation renardina the off-nas Nuildihn roof, and ie further
determining vhether the aff-nas hiflding roof meets {ts desian remiirements

As stated hy CFCN at the March M tina and/ in the FSAD for the La Salle
facility, In confinction with Peafgn 111 agtivities, mv office is assessing
the technical adenuacy of the annlicant's enhineering desinon assesement in

the affected areas a5 a result nf theske allgaations,

! have considered vour request at Section I11.1 of vour Petition for an
irmediate susnension nf consideration of Qormonwealth Fdisan's annlication
far a fue)l Ynad and low nower testing l1icAnse for La Salle ‘Inft 1 until the
allenations contained in vnur Petition a 9\1nvestiqateﬂ and a3 Adecicion made
reqarding institution nf the requested w\cnuxe nroceeding under 10 £ F .0,
R 2.202, 2/

= / \

iy Yetter dated Fehruary 4, 1082 CECN Mag addressed its startun test echedule
far La Salle 'nft 1. Tn this latter, the annlicant .timates annroximatelv

A0 tn 90 davs will elanse from the tinge of {ssyance nf the low nower license
until the time the reactor achieves inftia) criticality, The annlicant's hest
current estimate is that this elansed time will he annroximately 61 davs.

Nuring this time, there will he nreliminary startun activities anina on; however,
since the reactor will not have heen/ hrought critical, there will he assentially
no fission nroducts in the core and nn xinni'icadt radinlonical hazard, Alsn,
there will Se no sianificant huild-#w of ragidual! rore activity thrauah zero
nower nhysice testing,

\
1
\

Nuring the zero nower nhysics testing, the n"-naq'rnildinn would not recefve
any radinactive materials and therghy nose no nuhlig health and safety hazard
should {ts ronf fafl, Also, continued structural inmtearityv af concrete which

2/ Your Petition at nane 7 alsn seeks susnensian ar stav nf all "mroceedinas
concerning TAisan's annlicatinng far onerating Yicenses” far the La Salle facility,
A Ascussed in faotnote 1, eunra, there are no such "nroceedinas” nendina, The
anly relevant nendina matter 15 =iy consideratinn of Cormanwealth T4ienn's Vicense
annlication includine 1ts reauest for a fuel 1nad and low nower testina license,
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may have been affected by the alleced drilling and boring 1s not essential
for even, 1n the most severe incident which could be postulated, the radioactive

releases, would he insubstantial, since power levels will not exceed a2 nominal

S04 percent (250kw) of rated power and at most this extremely low power

level will not persist for more than 24 hours.

In comparison with our Safety

Evaluation Report on the University of California Rerkely Research Reactor

at comparable power level range, we assessed the dose consequences of 2 direct

release without contaimment event and calculated a dose level of less than
0.3 rem thyroid at the sight houndary.
be released without detrimental effects on the public health and safety.
The low fission product inventory also answers the concern raised {n vour Petition
at Section 11.8 that fuel loading of Unit 1 should be postponed "until the

Commission fully examines the potential safety hazard presented by the cutting

Therefore, the effluents can safely

of reinforcing steel as alleged herein” on the arounds that the presence of

the fuel in the structure of Unit’
the allegations and with any corre

will interfere with the investication of
ive measufes that mioht he ordered., The

insignificant build-up of residual care actiyity throuch zero power physics

testing presents no significant imped
efforts associated with the allened co

In our efforts to {nvestigate these matt
visits to the nlant and to the Architect
have reviewed documents includine struc

completing the investigative

performed by Sargent & Lundy and have h 1d\discussions with key anplicant
and Saragent & Lundy nersonnel, see fnclosures 1 and 2, ¥hile the reports on

these ef forts have not yet heen finalfzed,

here appears to be no hases that

we have heen able to find to substantiate the allecations set forth in your

petition.

We expect to complete our oncoing 1ﬁvestiqntidn of the allesations raised by
vour Petition in the next 30 te 60 /davs and we will make our findings at that

time.

safety of the public represented by a core that has not exnerienced operation

beyond initial criticality and zéro power test!:g
immediate suspension of Commonwealth Edison's req
Tow power operatina license to Be unwarranted,

, | have determined the
uest for a fuel load and
Ary such licence, however, will

s, members of the NRC staff have made
naineer's offices, Saraent and Lundy;
1 drawinas and several calculations

In the interim, hecause there is no siqnificant threat to the health and

be conditioned to reouire prior MRC staff anproval for any power operation followino
inftial criticality and zero power phvsics testinal
atfven unless warranted by the results of our current oncoina investications.

Our approval will not he

The NRC Staff will continue to review the remainine watters raised in your
Petition, and 1 will fssue a decision with regard to them in the reasonably

near future,

I take with resnect to the La Salle facility.

I will also consider vour Petition in any future licensing actions
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may have bee~ a fected by the alleced drilling and boring is not essential

for even, in the most severe incident vhich could be postulated, the radioactive
releases, would he insubstantial, The low fissfon oroduct inventory also answers
the concern rafsed in vour Petftion at Section 11.8 that fuel loading of Unit

1 should be postponed "until the Commission fully examines the potential safety
hazard presented hy the cutting of reinforcing steel as alleoed herefin” on

the arounds that the presence of the fuel in the structure of Unit 1 will interfere
with the investigation of the allegations and with any corrective measures

that might be ordered. The insfonificant build-up of residual core activity
through zero power physics testing presents no significant impediment to completing
the investigative efforts associated with the alleged concerns,

In our efforts to investinate these matters, members of the NRC staff have made
visits to the plant and to the Architect/Engineer's offices, Sargent and Lundy;
have reviewed documents including structural drawinas and several calculations

performed by Sargent & Lundy and have held discussions with key applicant

and Sargent % Lundy personnel. While the reports on these efforts have not vet
been finalized, there appears to be no hases that we have heen able to find to

suhstantiate the allegations set forth in vour netition.

We expect to complete our onaoing investigation of the alleaations raised by

your Petition in the next 30 to 60 days and we will make our findings at that

time. In the interim, because there 1s no significant threat to the health and
safety of the public represented by a core that has not experienced operation
beyond initfal criticality and zero nower testing , 1 have determined the

fmmediate suspension of Commorwealth Fdison's request for a fuel load and

low power operating license to be umnwarranted. Any such license, however, wil)

be conditicned to require prior NRC staff approval for any power operation followino
inftial criticality and zero power physics testing. Our aoproval will not he

afven unless warranted hy the results of our current ongoing investiacations.

The HRC Staff will continue to review the remaining matters rafsed in your
Petition, anc 1 will fssue a decision with reqard to them in the reasonably

near future, 1 will also consider your Petition in any future licensing actions
[ take with respect to the La Salle facility.

| enclose for your information a copy of the Notice that is being filed for
pub¥ication with the Office of the Federal Reaqister,

Harold Denton, Nirector
Nffice of Nuclear Peactor Peculation

c¢: See next page NRR IR
HRDenton
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may have heen affected Yy the allenad Arillina and haring 15 mnt essential

for even, in the most severe incident which could he nostulated, the radinactive
releases, would he insubstantial, The Yow fiscinn nraduct {nventorv also answers
the concern rafsed {n vour Patition at Section I1.2 that fuel Yoadina of lnit

1 shanld he nostnoned "unti) the Comission fully examines the notential safety
hazard nresented hy the cuttina af reinforcing steel as allened herein® on

the arounds that the nresence nf the fuel in the structure of 'Init 1 will interfere
with the investiaation of the alleqatinns and with anv corrective measures

that miant he ordered, The {acianificant huild-un nf residual core activity
throuah zero nower physice *esting nresents nn sianificant {mnediment to comnleting
the investinative afforts associated with the alleaed cancerns,

e exnect to comnlete nur onnoina fnvestination nf the alleaations raised hy

vour Patitfon in the next 0 tn AN davs and we wil) make our findings at that

time, In the interim, hecanse there 1 no eianificant threat to the health and
safety of the nuhlic renresented hy - core that has nat exnerienced oneration

heynnd inftial criticality and zero nower testina | 1 have determined the

frmediate susnension of Commonwealth Fdison's renuect for a fuel load and

1ow nower onerating Yicense to he unwarranted, Anv such license, however, will

he conditioned to reauire orior M2 ctaff annraval for anv nower oneration fallowine
fnitial criticality and zern nower nhvsfce testina, Mir annroval will not he

aiven unless warranted hy the results nf aur current anaoina investinations,

The 0 Staff will continue o review the remaininn matters raiced in vanr
Potftion, and 1 will fssue 3 decision with renard tn them in the reasnnahly

near futuce, 1 will alsn consider vour Petition in anv future Yicensina actions
T take with respect to the La Salle facility,

I enclase for your infarmation a conv af the Yatice that 15 hefna filed for
nublication with the Nffice nf the Federal Renister,

Harold Denton, Nrector
N€fice af YMuclear Peactor %manlation

te:  Ses noxt naae
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may have heen affected hy the alleqed 4drilling and horing is not essential

for even,  in the magt cevere {ncident which could he mostul ated  the radinactive
releases, would he faguhstantial, The Yow figsian n::’uct inventory alsn answers
the eoncern rafsed {n wour Detition at Section 11,7 #at fue) loadina of !'ait

1 should he nastnoned “imti) the Tommigsinn fullv exgnines the nntential safety
hazard nresented hy the cutting of reinforcinag steel as allened herein” on

the arnunde that the nrecsence nf the fuel in the structure of 'mit 1 will interfore
with the investiaation af the alleaations and with anv corrective measures

that minht he ordered, The inginnificant huin.nn/o’ residnal core activity
thronah zern nower nhysics testinag aresents no sidnificant impediment to comnleting
the fnvestinative efforts associated with the allhaged concerns.,

Yo exnect tn comnl ate aur ananing fnvestination Zf the allegations raised Hv

voiur Petition in the next 20 ta S0 davs and weﬁri‘l make anr findinag at that

time, Tn the interim, hecause there is no sianfficant threat to the health and
safety of the nuhlic renresented hy 3 core that has nnt exnerienced nneratfon

heyond fnitia) eriticality and zern nower testinn ., 1 have Aetermined the

irmediate susnension of “ommonwealth Fdienn's fonuest for a fuel Ynad and

1ow nower oneratina license tn he unwarranted) Anv such Yicense, howver, will

he conditinnad to require orinr MOC gtaff nnq‘nvai for anv oower oneration fallowina
inftial criticality and zero power nhysics téstina, "ur anoroval will not he

afven unless warranted hy the resulte nf our current ananina investinations.

“oar the reasons statad ahove it 15 my conglusion that Caommonwealth Fdfsan

mav safely undertabe fuel 1nadina and inftfa) criticalitv testing at La Salle
'nit 1 while we comnlate anr investinations nf the allesatinns in vnur Metition,
Suhsenuent nower aneratian un to the l'ceﬁse mwer Yevel of £ nercent wil)

he nermitted onlv unon annroval by the YT staff,

The M0C Ctaff will continue to review th‘ remaining matters raised in vour
Datition, and T wil) fssue a dacisfnn’:fth reqgard tn them in the reasonably

near future, T wil) alen consider vour Petition in anv futirs licensing actions
T take with resnect to the la Salle ‘3f111fv.

! enclner far your information a cnn:ﬁnf the Yatice that is heing filad for
mhlication with the Nffice af the f; oral "enister,

/

f
/
'

Harald Nenton, Nirector
/( N¥fice nf Ymclear "eactnr Peaulatinn

ce:  See next nane { NRP:DIR
HRDenton
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A
may have heen affected by the allened drilling and horina 1s not essential,
for even 1n the mast savere incident which could he nostulated, the radfoactive
releases would he insuhstantial, The law ficssian nraduct inventorvy alsn answers
the concern rafised in vour Patitinn at Section 11.7 that fuel loadinag nf it
1 should he nostnoned "until the Commissinan fully examines the natential safetv
hazard nresented hyv the cutting of reinforcing steel as alleaged herein” on
the arounds that the nresenca of the fuel in the structure of !Inft 1 will interfere
with the investigation of the allenatinns and with anv corrective measures
that might he ardered, The fnsianificant huild-un of residual core activity
throuah zero nowsr nhysics testing nresente no sianificant {mpediment ta completinag
the invectigative efforts assncinted with the allened concerns,

Ya exnect to compl ete our onnoinn\!nvestioation of *he alleaations rafsed hy

your Petitinn in the next 30 to A" davs and we will make our findinas at that

time, 1In the {Interim,6 hecause there {s no sfanificant threat to the health and
safety of the puhlic reoresented hy 3 core that has not exnerienced oneration

hevond initfal criticality and »zerp r testing , T have determined the

frmediate susnension of Tommonwealth FAison's request for a2 fuel load and

low nower onerating license tn he unwarranted, Anv such Yicense, however K will

he conditioned to require nrior WP staf¥ annroval for any nower oneration following
fnftial criticality and zern noswer nhysicy testing, Mur annroval will nnt he

afven unless warrnted hy the results of oyr current ongoing investinations,

For the reasons stated ahove, 1t {s mv conchusion that Commonwealth Fdison

mav safely undertate fuel 1nading and inftial criticality testing at La Salle
it 1 vhile we comnlete nur investinatione of the allegations in ynur Petition.
Sihsequent nower oneration uyn to the license Mower level of 5 nercent will

he nermitted only unon aonraval hy the W00 ctaff, T intend tn issue such a
license shortly,

The MOC Seaff wil) continue o review the remainina matters rafsed in wour
Potition, and T will issup a decision with reaard %o them {n the reasonahly

near future, 1 wil) alsg consider vour Petitinn In anvy future licensina actions
T take with resnect to the La Salle facility,

= g

T enclose for wour 1nfnfmatinn a cony of the VoticA that 1s heina filed for
nuhlication with the ﬂrﬂco of the Federal °Mista‘\

Harold Nenton, *
NfFfice nf Muclea

ector
Ppactor Peaulation

cc: See next nane NRR-DIR
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DISTRIBUTION:
"With Incoming
*Docket File (50-373/374)

*PRC PBrandenburg(EDO#11706)
*NRC PDR LBerry
* ocal PDR OI&E (3)
EDO Reacing PPAS Reading
Docket YNos,: 50-372 LB#2 File DRoss
ard  5N.174 HDenton SCavanaugh

ECase
TMurley /
FShroedér

Tyrone €, Fahner K Feauire DEisenhut

Attorney ferera) RPurple

“tate of Minnis RTedesco

160 Marth La Salle Street ASchwencer

Chicaao, MNlinois ANEN ABournia
EHylton

Near ', Fahner: RVollmer
QELD

OFFICE )
SURNAME D

This letter 1s sent to acknowledae receint of ynur Pequest tn Tnstitute a
Show Cause Proceeding and for Nther Pel{ef [Petition) dated March 24 1082
filed with the Nuclear Peaulatory Commission an hehal ™ af the State of
Minnis, The Petition nrincinallv seets ingtitution of a show cause nro-
ceeding under 10 £ F P, £ 2,902 and susnension nf further consideratfon of
the onerating license annlicatinn renarding the L3 Salle County “uclear
fenerating Station, 'mits 1 and 2 of the Cammonwealth Fdison Comnany, hHased
on certain alleaed newlv discovered safety fssues. The fssues ravsed in vour
Patition are two in numher, The first isgue relates tn the Arilline of holes
in the concrete walls, flaars, and ceflidas of certain Sufldinas at “he

La Salle facility, Inclunina in some instances severance of stee) rei: farcing
har (rehar) with the notentia) far affagting structural intearity., The -acand
fssue relates to the structural adenuacy of the nffeoas huildina ronf, VYour-
Petitian alleges suhstantial cracking of this roof and the nossihility that
the ronf thickness does nnt meet Aesinh sneci{fications.

Your Petition has heen referred to ma hy the Commission far consfderation nursuart
to 10 C.F.R, § 2,206, and annronriate action will he taken on your netition wi

a reasonable timp, The NOC Staff jg investioatina the alleaations contained

fn wour Petition 1/,

[

———— ———" — e . it e {

Your Patition at nane ? states éhat there 1s an oneratinne Yicense nroceedina
aresently hefare the Comiccian and that no hearing has bSeen reauested ar noticed
in this nroceedina, A Matice of "eceint aof Annlication for Tacility

Anerating Licenses; YotTca nf AvalTahiTity af AnnTicant's T avironmental

CATE )

Toport; and TatTce of TonsTdaration of Yesuance of Tacllity nerating Licenses and
Un*Tca oF Tinnortunitv for Taarina, was mmTished {n the Tederal Dealster reaarding
TS FaciTTEy on Jine 1, Y7  Toanscauentlv, a Yearina aonortunity resardinn

tha La Salle Facility nnerating licenses was naticed, Mo hearina was requested
nursuant to the notice and consequentlv no operatina Yicense "nroceedina” ig hefare the
Comission, 1 am nragsently considerina Tommonwealth Fdisnn's 1icense annlication,

ey festy

..........................................

.......................
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Ag ane sten in nur fnvestigation, we contacted the Commanwealth Fdienn Comnanv
(CFEN) on March 2, 1902, and asked that they meet with us on “March 3, 1992,
tn nresent information with reqard tn the matters you rafsed, Thig meeting was
held in Pathesda, Marviand on “March 21, 1922  and e, Judith S, fandie, Fso.
attended the meeting as a representative of vour office, A verhatim transcript
was taken nf that meeting and has heen made avaflahle ta you,

Our Peqion 111 offfce 1c detemining whether the annlicant has adenuately

imnl emonted {ts rehar Aamane {denti{ficatinn and assessment activity

in accordance with suitahle nracedures Auring the construction nrocess, Also,
our D¥fice of Insnectinn and Fafarcement fs reviewina %enfon 171's handling
nf the allenatinn resarding the nff-ngas huflding ronf, and {s further
Adetormining vhather the affonas huilding roof meets 1ts desfan reauirements
as stated hy CFCA at the YMarch 21 meeting and in the FSAD far the La Salle
facility., Tn confunction vith Peqgion 111 activities, mv nffice 1s assessing
the technical adeanacy af the annlicant's snafneering desfan assessment in
the affected areas as a result af thace alleaations.

Consequently, thrauah the 2ern nower physics tasting nortfon of CF0N's startin
nroaram for the La Salle 'mit 1, the nff-nas huflding would nat receive anv
radinactive materials and *hershy nose a nihlic health and safety hazard should
fts ronf fail, Msen, continued atructural intearity of concrate which mav have
heen affectad hy the alleged Arilling and horing 18 nnt essentfal for even in
the most severe incident which could he nostulated, the radinactive releases,
wonuld he fnsuhstantial, Yith resrect tn the concern rafeed 1n vour Petition

at Section 11,7 that fuel Yoadina of 'nit 1 shauld he nastnoned "intil the
Cormissinn fully examines the nntential safety hazard nresented hy tha cutting
nf reinforcing steel as allensd herein” oan the arounds that the nresence

nf the fuel in the structure of !Init 1 will interfere with the investination
0f the allenations and with anv eorrective measures that miaht he ardared,

the insinnificant huildeup of residual core activity throuah zern nower nhyveice
tasting presents no sfanificant fmnediment ¢t comnletina the investiaative
efforts assncifated with the alleaed concerne,

I have considered vour request at Saction 11,1 of wnur Petition for an
immediate cusnensinon of consideratinn af Comonwealth Tdienn's annlication

for a fuel Yoad and Yow nower testing Yicense for La Salle !'nit 1 unti) the

alleaations containad in vour Pat? inn are investinated and a decisinn made

:Mardfnn institution of the reauested chow cause nroceeding under 10 £ F 0,
s 2,202, 2/

7/ Your Petition at nane 7 alsa seeks susnension or stav nf 211 "wroceedinge
concerning Tdisan's apnlications for oneratina lirenses” far the [a Salle facilitv,
A\s discussed in fantnate 1, cunra, there are no such "nroceedinns” nendina, The
nnly relevant nendina matter 15 Av consideratinn of Tammonwealth FAigan's Yiranee
apnl{cation incliding {ts renuest far a fuel 19ad and Yow nower testing Yicense,

CHRICEP] -<osvvosmssransasssarvia | sosasssasusnsanersensans | cinssnisnsnsannnsrsasans aeveansenvassnaresnvnnss | orvivansrsnsvusnansannes | onernsnsnsonsarnnsasonse shapsanmREn SO RRIVRIININD
DRNEANE R o cssisensronsasessurane R i
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Ny Yetter dated Fehruary 4, 1092 FFEN has addressed 1ts startun test schedyle
for La Salle 'Inft 1, TIn this lotter, the annlicant estimates anproximately

N ta 9 davs will elance from the time o€ fscnance nf the low mower license
until the time the reactor achieves inftial criticality, The annlicant's hest
current estimate {5 that this elanced time will he annroximatelv A1 days,

During this time, there wi11 he nreliminarv startun activities anfna nn; however,
since the reactor will not have heen hrauaht critical, there will he essentially
no fission nraducts in the core and no radinloaical hazard, Alsn, there s

no significant Hhuild-un of residual core activity throunh zern nower nhysics
testing,

Ua expect t5 complete aur onaoinn {nvestination af the allenations raised hy

your Petition in the next 10 tno 60 davs and we will make aur findinos at that

time, 1In the interim, hecause there 15 no sfanificant threat to the health and
safety of the mhlic renresented by a core that has not exnerienced oneration
heyond initia) criticality and zero power testina | 1 have determined the

frmediate susnensinn af Commanwealth TAigan's reaueet for a fuel load and

15w power onerating license to he ynwarranted, Ary such license, however, will

he conditinned to reauire prior YOC staff annroval far any nower oneration follawing
fnitia) eriticality and zero nower nhysics testina, Mur annroval will not he

afven unless warranted Sy the results af aur currentlyv ananina investinations,

Consequently, for the reasons stated abave, it 15 mv conclusfon that Commonweal th
FAison may safely undertate fuel Yoadina and inftial criticality testing at

La Salle !mit Y while we comnlete nur investinations of the alleaations in

vour Petition, Suhsequent nower anaration un to the license nower Yeval of

5 nercent will he nermitted anly unnon annroval hy ¢he Y0C ceaff, 1 fntend

tn fssue such a Vicense shoartly,

The T Staff will continue to review vour Petitfon, and T will fssue ‘sion
with reaard t0 1t in the reasonably near future, 1 wil) alsn consider
Petition in any future licensina actions T tabe with resnect to the la Sarle
fFacility,

I enclose for wour information a cony of the 'otice that 1s heing filed for
nublication with the Nffice af the Federal "aaister,

Harald Nentan, Nrector
Nf€ice of Muclear Peactar Peaulation

cc: See next nane
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Ve exnect tn comnlete nur nnnnina investinatinn of the alleqgatinng raised hy

vour Petitinn in the next 1 ta A0 Aavs, ‘o wi1) mate further findinas at that

time, In the fnterin, hecause there 1s no sianificant threat to the health and

safety of the mhlic renrecented Sy 3 core that has nnt exneriencad nower oneration
hevand initial criticality, T have determined the {mmediate susnension nf Commanwealth
fAison's reauest far a fuel Yoad and Yow mowr aneratine Yicense +0 he unwarranted,
Such a Yicense | hawever, will he conditioned ta reauire nrior YPC annroval

for any aower nperation following initial criticality and zern nower nhvsics

testina,  Our annroval will nat Se afven unless warranted Hv the results of

our currently snaoina investinations,

Conseauently, for the reasons stated ahove, the allanatinng af your Petition

40 mt cause me to aAlter my conclusion that Cormonwealth Fdisan may cafely
tmdertate fuel Yoading and fnitia) criticalitvy testing at La €alle !nit 1 nending
comnletion of our fnvectinations of the allecatinas in vaur Petition, Suhseauent
oneration un to the Yicense noer Yevel of 5% will he narmiceihle unan annraval
Sy the YO0, T intend tn fssue such 3 Yicense shartly,

The M0 Staff A1) continue to review vour Petition, and 1 wil) fssue a Aecision
with recard to it in the reasonably near future, 1 will also consider yvour
Patition in any future licensing actinns T *abe with recnact t9 the La Salle
facility,

I enclose for vonur information a conv nf the Y“atice th.t ic hafna Filed far
niuhlication with the Nffice nf the Fedaral Ppaister,

Harnld Nentnn, Mrector
Nffice nf Yuclear Peactnr Pasnlation

cc:  See next nane
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e exnect to comnlete our nnaning {nvestinatian nf the allenations rafjsed hy
vaur Petitian in the next ™ tn £0 days, e will mate further findinas at that
time. In the interim, hecause thers {5 no sianificant threat to the health and
cafoty of the mhlic renresented hy 3 core that has not pxnerionced initial
criticality, 1 have determined the fmmedfate cusnension nf Comonwealth TAfson's
renunst for a fuel load and low nower aneratine license to he unuarranted,

Such a 1iionse, Ywawever, will he conditioned ta renufre nrior MOC annraval

far any nower aneration fallowina inftia) criticality and zero nower nhysics
tostina. Our annroval will not he afven unless warrantad by the resnlte nf

aur currently snnoina investiaatinng,

Cansonuently, for the reasons stated ahove, the allenatione af your Petition

Ao nat ranse me ¢n alter my coanclusian that Commonwealth Tdisnn may safely
undertate fusl Yoadina and inftdal critfcality testing at La €alle '‘Init 1 nendinn
ramnlatian of aur fnvestinations of the allenations in vour Datition, CSubseaquent
aneration un to the license nower level af 5% will he nermicsihle unnon annroval
Wy the PP 1 fntand to 1ssue such a Yicense shortly,

The MO Ceaff will continue ¢n review vaur Petition, and T will fssue a Aecicion
with reaard #a {1t in the reasonably near future, 1 will alsn consider vour
Petitian in anv future Yicensina actions T tale with respect to the La Salle
Facility,

! anclase far vaur infarmation a cony of the Yatice that s SNeina filed for
mihlication with the "ffice of the Federal Nenister,

Harnl4 Nenton, Mrector
N€fire of Murlear Peactor "eaulation

ce:  See next nane
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ENCLOSURE 1




