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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

)

In the Matter of )

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY ) Docket No. 50-275
) Docket No. 50-323

(Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power )

)

Plant, Unit Nos. 1 and 2) (Full-Power Proceedin_

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY'S ‘
OPPOSITION TO MOTION OF GOVERNOR EDMOND G. BROWN, JR.
FOR THE DEFERRAL OF BOARD DECISION PENDING
EVALUATION OF PGandE DESIGN ERRORS INVOLVING
BLOCK AND RELIEF VALVES AND PRESSURIZER HEATERS

\

Governor Brown has requested a deferral of a Bdé:é"
Decision regarding PGandE's application for a full-power operating
license citing PGandE's Board Notification of February 24, 1982,
which indicated that the seismic response spectra at the elevation
where the power operated relief valves (PORV) and their associated
block valves are located may not have been conservative.

Preliminarily we note that in oral testimony presented
at the hearings as well as the written prepared testimony, it was
asserted by PGandE and the NRC staff witnesses that neither the
pressurizer neaters nor the PORVs and their associated block
valves were required to be classified as safety grade. However,
we did state that all block valves and all but one of the three
PORVs have been gqualified to meet safety grade requirements.

With respect to questions raised concerning the
appropriateness of the seismic analyses for these components, the
only portion of the pressurizer heaters that is required to
withstand the postulated Hosgri event is the heater penetration

on the pressurizer. Admittedly, this penetration must be safety
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grade to maintain the pressure boundary. However, the design of
the heater penetration was considered as part of the analysis of
the pressurizer and its associated piping. The information
furnished in the February 24, 1982, Board Notification and upon
which this Motion is based does ot relate to the spectra developed
below the 140' level but only the appropriate spectra zbove this
level. Hence, the Motion fails to present any information affect-
ing the seismic qualification of these components. With respect
to the seismic qualification of the PORVs and their associated
block valves, the only requirement is that they be qualified to
withstand the Hosgri event in order tc maintain the pressurizer
pressure boundary. Revised spectral inputs appropriate to the
elevation at which the PORVs and associated block valves are
located are currently being generated and will be utilized in a
reanalysis of the valves. Based on this reanalysis, the valve
piping and associated supports will be modified, if and as necessary,
to maintain their safety grade qualification as testified at the
Full-Power Hearings.

Since the qualification of the valves will be maintained
and further that the pressurizer heater qualifications are not at
issue, there is no compelling reason, based upon the February 24,

1982, Board Notification, for this Board to defer its decision on



those issues relating to block and relief valves and pressurizer
heaters presented at the January Full-Power Hearings. Accordingly,

PGandE urges that the Motion be denied.

Respectfully submitted,

MALCOLM H. FURBUSH

PHILIP A. CRANE, JR.

RICHARD F. LOCKE

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
P. O. Box 7442

San Francisco, CA 94120

(415) 781-4211

ARTHUR C. GEHR

Snell & Wilmer

3100 Valley Bank Center
Phoenix, AZ 85073
(602) 257-7288

BRUCE NORTON

Norton, Burke, Berry & French, P.C.
3216 N. Third Street, Suite 300
Phoenix, AZ 85012-2699

(602) 264-0033

Attorneys for
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
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