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Re: Request for Section 106 Consultation for the Proposed Transfer of Mine waste From the 

Northeast Church Rock Mine Site to the United Nuclear Corporation Church Rock Mill 
Site (Docket Number: 40-8907) 

 
 
Dear Ms. Román: 
 
Thank you for your letter initiating Section 106 consultation on the above referenced project.  
From your letter, I understand that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) will be using the 
NEPA process to comply with Section 106 of the Nation Historic Preservation Act.  In addition 
to notifying the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Office (NMSHPO), the NRC must also 
notify the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP).  I initially had several questions 
regarding the status of the NEPA process; however, a review of the US NRC Adams Common 
Web Interface database shows the completion of a recent scoping summary report for the public 
scoping period between February 8, 2019 and April 19, 2019.  In order for the New Mexico State 
Historic Preservation Office (NMSHPO) to stay informed with the NEPA process and better 
understand the proposed undertaking, please notify us of the availability of any draft documents 
that are prepared. 
 
Your letter indicates that several cultural resource inventory reports have been prepared and 
provided to the tribes.  Has NRC consulted with the tribes on the direct and indirect APE?  What 
is the land status of the APE?  Does the direct APE take into account proposed alternatives?  
How wide are the haul roads and access roads?  Lastly, it is also not clear how the APE for 
indirect effects was developed and additional information should be provided.  The answers to 
these questions will allow the NSHPO to assess the adequacy of the direct and indirect APE. 
 
A review of our New Mexico Cultural Resource Information System (NMCRIS) shows that 
some areas within the mine have been surveyed for cultural resources for past undertakings and 
archaeological sites have been identified.  We are pleased that NRC has started the identification 
stage of Section 106.  Will Class III inventories be completed for the entire direct effects APE, 
and if so, does NRC anticipate any phasing of the inventory?  How will historic properties be 
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identified within the indirect APE?  Consultation with the tribes may assist the NRC in 
determining the final indirect APE as well as identification of historic properties that may be 
affected. 

In order to comply with 800.4 and 800.5 of 36 CFR Part 800, the State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO), or the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO), if the undertaking is located 
on tribal land, must be consulted on eligibility of all cultural resources and the undertaking’s 
potential to effect eligible resources.  The NMSHPO must be provided with a consultation letter, 
the complete cultural resource inventory reports, and all associated recording forms [Laboratory 
of Anthropology (LA) forms or Historic Cultural Property Inventory (HCPI) forms] for review to 
be able to concur with NRC’s determinations of eligibility and effect.  It will not be sufficient for 
us to review the cultural resource information in the draft EIS as this summary is not detailed 
enough for us to provide concurrence. 

I am happy to set up a teleconference call to go over some of my questions if you would like to 
discuss them further.  I can be reached by telephone (505) 827-4064 or by email at 
michelle.ensey@state.nm.us.  I will need to better understand the alternatives being proposed 
and the answers to my questions before completing reviews of the cultural resource inventory 
reports. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle M. Ensey 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

& State Archaeologist 

Log:  112070
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