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The Honorable Bob Traxler .

United States House of Representatives
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Washington, DC 20515
.

Dear Congressman Traxler: SD-334 ,tg
This is in reply to your January 25, 1982 letter to Mr. Carlton Kamerer
requesting consideration of coments raised in a letter from a constituent, |
Terry R. Miller, concerned about future releases of radioactive elements from
the Midland Nuclear Power Plant.

The letter stated, "... the Nuclear Regulatory Agency maintains that there are
safe amounts of radioactivity that one may absorS without danger..." Neither
the Nuclear Regulatory Comission~ (NRC) nor any other governmental body maintains

,

that there is no risk from radiation; that is, that the risk from radiation is

zero in the absolute sense. What NRC does maintain is that the limits on routine |

releases of radioactive materials to the environment are low enough that any
resulting risk is negligible. We base this view on considerable scientific
evidence from around the world. This evidence is sumarized in reports on the

1biological effects of ionizing radiation published by prestigious organizations ;
.

such as the United States National Academy of Sciences and the United Nations (
Scientific Comittee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation.

The letter also stated that Dr. Ernest Sternglass found a cancer increase of 58%
in the Waterford Comunity where the Millstone reactor is located. Although we
have not evaluated this specific finding, we would caution Mr. Miller agains't full
acceptance of. this finding without his careful study of the statistical methods
and data used by Dr. Sternglass. Similar findings of Dr. Sternglass have been '

reviewed and are not accepted by the overwhelming majority of scientific experts
in radiation biology and radiation epidemiology. As an example, in 1972 the
National Academy of Sciences in its report entitled, "The Effects on Populations
of Exposure to Low Levels of Ionizing Radiation," stated that, "It is clear that

~

correlations presented in support of the hypothesis (relating infant mortality
rates to levels of radioactivity from atomic weapons testing or from nuclear
power installations) depend on arbitrary selection of data supporting the
hypothesis and ignorance of those that do not." A similar conclusion was
reached on a more recent but similar Sternglass claim in the Acaderny's 1980
report where it is stated that, "The Comittee did not believe the allegation
was substantiated."

Because of the concern about the possible effects of low-level radiation exposure,
the United' States Congress required the Nuclear Regulatory Comission and the
Environmental Protection Agency to sponsor an independent study to determine the %d
feasibility of conducting epidemiologic investigations of the health effects of .1

,

low-level ionizing radiation. On the basis of that study we believe that both -

the dose levels and the population sizes around nuclear plants are too small to //
quantify the relationship between environmental levels of radioactivity released I

from the plant and the incidence of cancer.
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The Honorable Bob Traxler -2-
!

With regard to the report from Heidelberg on radioecological assessments of .

releases fmm nuclear power plants, the NRC staff has issued a critical review
of this report. The authors of the report used values for parameters in the dose !

models that were much larger than NRC used, resulting in larger estimates of dose. |

Actual measured environmental concentrations of radioactivity and releases of radio-
nuclides from piants in the United States support the lower values used by the NRC.

:

The Nuclear Regulatory Comission imposes tight restrictions on the releases of i

radioactivity from nuclear power plants built and operated to generate electrical '

power. Compliance with stringent regulations, including standards limiting the ;

amounts of material released, and with licensing conditions is assured by an
active inspection progren. We are confident that our technical and administrative
procedures for regulating nuclear power.are based on sound scientific, engineering. |
and management concepts and that we are providing the necessary protection of ,

public health. !

We tmst that your conveyance to Mr. Miller of our views will be helpful in i
allaying his concerns. We will of course provide Mr. Miller further information
on this subject should he wish 'to purs've the matter further.

Sincerely. !

!
(sisned) T. A.Rahm

!

IN111am J. Dir' ksc
__.. .___ Executive Director for Operations
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