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FROM: Richard E. Cunningham. Director ;

Division of Fuel Cycle and l'aterial Safety, fiMSS
n.

SUBJECT: POLICY AND GUID/ECE DIRECTIVE FC 83 23 :
TERMINATION OF SYPRODUCT, SOURCE ARD SPECIAL
f.itCLEAR MATERIAL LICEhSES -

The enclosed final rule specifies licensee respons1h111ty and requirements
for teminating a license issued under 10 CFR Parts 30, 40 and 70. Anong
other things, a licensee is required to subtitt on or before the expiration -
date a raotation survey report to confim the absence of radioactive materials
or to specify existing levels of residual radioactive contamination present from-
past operattons. A survey report is not required if a licensee can demonstrate
the atsence of radioactive contamination in some other manner, such as the use
only of sealed sources that never showd evidence of leakage. If detectable
levels of residual radioactive centamination attributable to licensed cperations
are found, the license continues in force until the Comission notifies the
licensee in writing that the license is teminated. The purpose of this
memoranoum is to provide guidance to the Regions and Headquarters staff on
the finoings that need to be made before written notification is given that
the license is teminated. ,

Peview Procedure *

Before teminating a license mere residual radioactive material contamination *
is present from past licensed operations, r:RC should detsmine 4 ether:

1. a reasonable effort has been made to eliminate residual contamination, and

2. residual radioactive contamination is acceptably low to pemit unrestricteo
release of the affected facilities.

If the levels of residual radioactive contamination on surf aces and in soil are a
small fraction of those nomally acceptable for unrestricted release (see Section
below). it is not necessary for the licensee to describe the efforts he has made
to reduce contaisin,ation levels.

-

Policy and Guidance Directive FC 83 3: Standard Review Plan (SRP) for Dell
Termination of Special IAJclear haterial Licenses for Fuel Cycle Facilities. /83
contains infomation that is generally useful for teminating any byproduct,
source or special nuclear material license.
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In ...ost c involving short aalf-life racionuclides nr operations involving
only sealed sources, an indepennent confimatory survey by tWC will not te
necessary. Confimatory surveys should always be nade if the licensee's survey
report appears suspect or past licensee operations involvert the chemical processing
of nundreds of nil 11 grams of plutonium, tens of kilograms of enriched uranium 235
or hundreds of kilegrams of source material. For materials licensees >Aich used
and processed hundred.s of n1111 curies of long half-life radionuclides () 1 yr),
contimatory surveys should also be made in all cases. If it is detemined that
a confimatory survey will be cade, a notice should be sent to the licensee
infoming him that tne equipaient and facilities should be held for f;RC inspection.
Discretion may te uxercised as to wnether a confirvatory survey is to be made if
there is infomation eva11able, such as inspection reports, vaich provides a
basis for acceptance of tne licensee's survey.

Centamination Levels reneraillfcceptable for Unrestricted Release,

o Surf ace contaviination - See Enclosure 2

o Soil Contamination - See Enclosure 3

Water Contamination - If surface or groundwater contamination is belowo

IPA's i:ational Interim Priviary Drinking kater kegulations (EPA 570-9-76-003),
the contaninaticn is acceptable for unrestricted release.

If the levels of contamination exceed the levels discussed above and a judgment
is made tnat further efforts to reduce the contamination is not necessary for
termination of tne license, an environmental impact assessment should be nede
to support tne terr.ination. Such cases should te brought to the attention of
the Director of the Division of Fuel Cycle and fiaterial Safety, i44SS. before the
temination is dispatched.
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/
Ricnard E. Cunningham. Director
Division of Fuel Cycle and

i'aterial Safety, NP.SS

Enclosures:
1. Final Pulei teendments to

10 CFR Parts 30, 40 and 70
Specifying 1.icensee Responsibility
for Duclear uterials and ProceLures FCA- - 1

f or Ten 11 nation of Specific Licenses DRChapell
1

2. Culdelines for Occontamination of facilites 11/j//83
and Equipment Prior to pelease for
Unrestricted use or Tensination of Licenses
for Hyproduct. Source, or Special Nuclear *See previous concurrence sheets
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