June 22, 1989

Mr. Bruce S. Mallett, Chief

Nuclear Materials Safety "ranch

U.S5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region IIIX
799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, Il 60137

Reference: License No. 04~-19644-01

Dear Mr. Mallett:

Tne DOE schedule for shipment of the WESF capsulee has
already slipped by several months since the original
schedule dated 3/3/89 was issved. I believe that it is
reasonable to assume that there will be additional delays

which could place the final removal of WESF capsules out
until next June or later.

Our business projections indicate that we will be needing
additional isotope possibly within the next six (6)
months. I am requesting, therefore, that our license be
amended at this time to increase the Cobalt-§0 possessicn

linit to 2.0 megacuries based upon the following
justification.

The princinle determinant of isotope possession is the
capacity of the chiller i: Westerville, OH. It has
already been determined that the chiller can accommodate

1.2 megacuries of cobalt and 143 WESF capsules, equivalent
Lo about 6 megacuries of cesium.

The total heat load of this combinution is 42 ¥W, whi.ch is
assumed to be the safe capacity of the chiller.

Currently, there are only 64 WESF capsules in the pool
equivalent to about 2.8 megacuries of cesium. The
Cobalt-60 equivalent of the 79 capsules, or 3.2
megacuries, removed is about one megacurie,
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The current chiller caraci: ‘= terms of isotope is,
therefore, 2.8 megacuries of Cssium=-137 and 2.2 megacuries
of Cobalt~60. The request to increase the Cobalt-60
nossession limit to 2.0 megacuries still leaves a slight
amount of excess chiller capacity. This limit should
parmit RSI to meet its projected business obligations
antil the rest of the WESF capsules are rewoved, assuming
no undue further de'a's,

RSI will continue to work with DOE tc accelerate the
shipment of the remaining 64 WESF capsules from the
Westerville facility.

This issue must certainly be addressed before the removal
of the WESF capsules, and an early resolution will
eliminate the possibility of a serious problem for RSI in
meeting its obligations to its customers.

Your timely response to this request will be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

éég%g;a/ésééz:_J

Allan Chin
Vice Chairman

AC/pw
cc: B. Fairand
J. Clouser

T. Robison
B. Walker
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