UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20668

SAFETY EVALUATION BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAK REACTOR RECULATION

SUPPORTING AMENDMENT NO. 12 T(
FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. R 13
TEXAS ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION /
TEXAS ABM UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

KET NO, 50-

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Ly letter dated September 4, 1989, Texas Engineering Experiment Statior (TEES)
requested a change in the Technical Specifications ?TS) for the Nuclear Science
Center Reactor., The changes alter the licensee's organizetiona) structure,
Also, by letter dated October 24, 1989, the licensee requested that the title
of the facility, and therefore the license, be changed to read s the Texas
Engineering Experiinent Station/Texas ABM University System instead of the Texas
AWM University,

2.0 EVALUATION

The chenges mace to the licensee's organizationa] structure will enhance the
licensee's management of the fecility, The salient changes are as fo)low:

1) the reactor's health physicist will be responsible to the Level ) management
of the facility i.e., the Deputy Director of the Texas Ergineering Experiment
Station (TEES). This arrangement provides the line management of the TEES with
more direct control of the radiological safety of the facility, Previously,

the health physicist repcrted to the Radiologice) Safety Office which was
outside the direct Tine resporsibility of the TEES, This proposed change 1s
consistent with the organizational structure outlined in the research reactor
standard ANSI/ANS 15,1 “The Development of Technice) Specifications for Research
Reactors," Section 6.1.1 and 6.1.2; 2) An intermeciate leve) in the line
monagement of the TEES was eliminated. The Director of the Nuclear Science
Center (NSC) will now report to the Deputy Director of the TEES who 1s now
resporsible for the facility license. Previously the Director of the NSC
reportec to the Director Nuclear Research "eactor Programs. The new structure
eliminates a tier of management in the chein of command and shouid pruve to be
more efficient in the management of the facility; 3) The Deputy Director of the
TEES wil) be responsible for the license rather than the Director of the TEES.
Assignment of the license to the Deputy Director of the TEES does not change the
financia) commitment and responsibilities made to the NRC by the TEES in support
of the NSC reactor activities; 4) The auditing of the radiation protection
progrem is explicitly included in the Reactor Safety Boards sudit function; anc
§) Anyone whose normal job function is within the NSC reactor is excluded from
suditing the ALARA program,

The staff concludes that these manaﬁewent and auditing changes should improve

the radiological safety of the facility,
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.2.

The other action regarding this amendment s to change the name of the licensee
from the Texas ABM University to the Texas Engineering Experiment Station/Texas
AM University System., Requests for this change were originally made on
October 20, 1980, in & letter from Charies M, Samson (Texas ARM) to James K.
Miller (NRC) (Accession #8011040) and renewed in 2 letter dated October 24,
1989. The TEES, under whose jurisdiction the Nuclear Science Center (NSC) (the
1icensed facility where the reactor resides) fells, 1s part of the Texas A&M
University System identifiable for legislative appropriatior purposes es &
stete egency. The funds for operating the NSC are cbtained primarily from
General Revenue monies appropriated by the State supplemented by revenues
obtained from University and other users of NSC irradiation services.

The General Revenue monies appropristed by the State for the TEES are highlighted
es @ specific Yine 1tem in the annual budget and the funds for the NSC are also
included as & separate line item,

The TS, since the license has been renewed in 1983, show that the TEES has

direct operating responsibility for the reactor, Therefore, since the TEES hes
direct operating and financial responsibility for the NSC, and has been operating
under this mode since 1980, and since funds are appropriatec directly to the

TEES 1t 1s considered that the TEES/Texas A&M University System should be
offically celled the licensee. Moreover, Texas ASM Unfversity 1s not & correct
designation as the licensee, since it and TEES are both separate entities under
the Texas AM University System,

3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION

This amendment involves a change to saministrative requirements. Accordingly,
this amendment meets the eligibility criteria for cutegorica! exclusion set
forth in 10 CFR 51,22(¢)(10)., Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.22(b), no environmenta)
impact statement or environmenta) sssessment need be prepared in connection with
the i1ssuance of this amendment.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The staff hes concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, that:

(1) because the amendment does not involve & significant increase in the
probability or consequences of accidents previously evaluated, or create the
possibility of 2 new or different kind of accident from any accident previously
evaluated, end does not fnvolve a significant reduction in & margin of safety,
the amendment does not involve & significant hazards consideration, (2) there
is reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the public will not be
endangered by the proposed activities, and (3) such activities wil) be conducted
in compliance with the Commission's regulations and the issuance of this
amendment will not be inimiza) to the common defense and security or the health
and safety of the public.

Principal Contributor: Theodore S. Michaels

Dated: January 2, 1990



