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Nocket No.: 50-29%

MEMORANDIM FOR: Atomic Safety and Licensina fSoard for Virgil C. Summer
Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1

FROM: Rohert L. Tedesco, Assistant Director for Licensing, UL

SUBJECT: BOARD NOTIFICATION - POSSIBLE CHANCE OF POSITION BY U. S.
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY ON THE LOCALIZATION OF THE 1886
CHARLESTON, S. C. EARTHOUAKE (BN MO, 82-22)

The fxtreme External Phenomena Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeauards (ACRS) sponsored a two day meeting held on January 28-29, 1962 to

hear nresentations by prominent earth scientists throughout the U. 5. who are
enraged in seismic and geoloaic research. 0During the seminar much time was

spent discussing the aenloay and seismicity of the Charleston, South Carnlina
reafon. In past licensing decisions, the NRC staff has assumed, based primarily
on recommendations from the U. S. Geolooical Survey (USGS), that the relatively
niah seismicity in the Charleston area, including the 1286 Intensity X Charleston
Farthquake would not recur anywhere but in the Charleston area.

fieologic and seismic research, funded by the NRC and carried out by the USGS,
has heen ongoina in the Charleston area since 1973, In reviewing the Virgil C.
Summer OL-SAR, the NRC staff and the USGS considered all of the information
avatlable at that time and reaffirmed our oriqinal CP-SER conclusion.

Mo sianificant new information was presented at the January 28-29 ACRS Subcommittee
meeting that was not considered in our evaluation of the Virgil C. Surmer Nuclear
Station, but the USGS stated that it was reviewing fts position on the Charleston
ecarthouake, The USGS review could result in one of the following three positions
or some other alternative: (1) A Charleston-type event could only occur in the
Charleston area - a reconfirmation of their past position; (2) A Charleston-type
event 1s more 1ikely to occur at Charleston than elsewhere, but is not unique to
the Charleston area; (3) A Charleston-type event could occur throuchout the
sastern seahoard as there is nothing unique to the Charleston area.

The NBC staff continues to support its position stated in the Virgil C. Summer

DL-SER pendino any new position statement by the USGS, which we expect to receive
in the future,
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A more detailed discussfon of the NEC staff position on this matter is
nresented in Commission Paper (SECY-82-53), a copy of which is attached,
e will notify yvou immediatelv upon receipt of the USGS position.

signed by
Robert L. Tedesao
Robert L. Tedesco, Assistant Director

for Licensing
Nivisfon of Licensing

Enclosure:
As stated
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Mr. T. C. Nichols, Jr.

Vice President & Group Executive
Nuclear Operations

South Carolina Electric & Gis Company
Post Office Box 764

Columbia, South Carolinc 29218

cc:

Mr. Henry Cyrus

Senior Vice President

South Carolina Public Service Authority
223 North Live Oak Drive

Moncks Corner, South Carolina 29461

J. B. Knotts, Jr., Esq.
Debevoise & Liberman
1200 17th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

"Mr. Mark B. Whitaker, Jr.

Group Manager - Nuclear Engineering & Licensing
South Carolina Electric & Gas Company

Post Office 764

Columbia, South Carolina 29218

Mr. Brett Allen 3ursey
Route 1, Box 93C
Little Mountain, South Carolina 29076

Resident Inspector/Summer NPS

c/o U. S. NRC

Route 1, Box 64

Jenkinsville, South Carolina 29065

Mr. James P. 0'Reilly
U. S. NRC, Region II
101 Marietta Street
Suite 3100

Atlenta, Georgia 30303
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