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Dr. Nunzio J. Palladino, Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555 15 February 1982

Re: Steam generator tubes in PWRs

Dear Dr. Palladino,

Twice in the past month significant damage to steam generator
tubes of pressurized-water nuclear reactors have been dis-
covered during detailed inspections. In November, 1981,
at Three Mile Island, Unit 1, the routine type of inspection for
steam generator tubes indicated that 124. were damaged. Closer
inspection last month, however, revealed that as many as
10,000 tubes at TMI-1 contain cracks. Until fiber optics were
employed, the extent of tube damage in the steam turbine at
TMI-1 was vastly imderestimated.

Similarly, at the Ginna reactor, much more extensive damage
to steam turbine tubes was found than anticipated upon examination
with fiber optical systems. There have been recent ' reports of
extensive damage to piping due to corrosion at other nuclear
power plants, such as at Indian Point.

i Given that corrosion and foreign body damage to tubing within
the steam turbines may be a rather common feature of
pres surized-water reactors , it would behoove the Nuclear

Regulatory Commission to catch these " accidents waiting to
happen" before aitother incident like the Ginna site emergency,
or worse, erupts . I strongly urge the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission to mandate complete fiber optical inspection of
all extant pressurized-water reactors in the U.S. at their next
refueling .
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