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ARKANSAS POWER & LIGHT COMPANY
POST OFFICE BCX 551 LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72203 (501) 371-4000
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ATTN: Mr. J. F. Stolz, Chief . 0E -4
Operating Reactors Branch #4 s am tam mean
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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 6 """' b* 3Washington, D. C. 20555

% e
SUBJECT: Arkansas Nuclear One - Unit 1 N

Docket No. 50-313
License No. DPR-51
Purge / Vent Valve Concern
(Fi1e: 1511.1)

Gentlemen:

We have reviewed your January 4, 1982, letter on purge valves and have
the following responses.

In your letter, you requested that our purge valves be sealed or locked
closed to conform to TMI-1 Action Plan Item II.E.4.2. In the TMI-1
Action Plan, Item II.E.4.2 states that "5ealed-closed purge isolation
valves shall be under administrative control to assure that they cannot
be inadvertently opened." Also, in this document it is stated that
" Checking the valve position light in the control room is an adequate
method for verifying every 24 hours that the purge valves are closed."
Based on these requirements, we feel that we conform to your request as
the purge valve position light is checked once during each eight hour
shift.

Additionally, in order for us to lock the motor operated purge valves,
the power to the valves must be disconnected. Cutting off the power to
the valves will also cause the power to the valve indication light to be
cut off. We are concerned that the resulting lack of valve position
indication could be confusing to the operator and does not conform with
human factors engineering principals.

We have also reviewed your request to provide a proposed Technical
Specification to require replacement of purge valve seals at an interval
as recommended by the manufacturer. As a result of our review, we feel

that this action is more appropriately included in preventative
maintenance procedures rather than in Technical Specifications. In
addition, per a discussion with the purge valve manufacturer, there is no
recommended seal replacement interval. This is due to the varied
environments the valves are exposed to in their different uses.
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Mr. J. F. Stolz -2- Fzbruary 3, 1982

In the past we have had problems with the purge valve adjusting screw
backing out of its proper position when the valve was opened. This
caused the valves not to seal ~ properly when closed and made r.ew
adjustments necessary before operation _ resumed. A locking screw was
installed during the last refueling outage and the problems with the
valves have been greatly reduced. These problems were not caused by the
rubber seat and we have'had no problems caused by the seat in our valves.

Therefore, we do not propose to submit the requested Technical
Specifications as we do not feel that they are needed.

Very truly yours,

-

John R. Marshall
Manager, Licensing
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