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Those of us who drafted this statement live in New Canasn and ¥ilton. ‘hen
one of us clocked tue distance from Indian Point to uer house it was about
34 miles by the winding road. AS the crow flies and the wind blows, tue
distance is considerably less.

So, in case of any significant emission of radiation from tue
Indian Point Plant, and dependinyg om tlue wind direction 4t toe time, we
could be directly in tue pata of a radiation plume. uJr. arnold Sternglass
has written about the radiation effects after the Three Mile Island (TMI)
accident. He took statistics on ianfant mortality from Harrisburg on East.
He was looking to see where infant mortality rates had risen sharply during
the months after the TMI accideat. He was able to plot a wide plume of
radiation from T4l up the coast of New congland from thoe statistic figures
of rising mortality. The sbarp rise peaked in July, four montns after tue
accident. Ur. Sterngluss believes taat tie radiation affected tne ueve.op=-
infapts' thyroias, and tlis caused taeir deats ia utero or izmediately after,
for no apparent otuer cause. If infants were boru dead as a result o! the
radiation, then we contenu tuat our reservoirs and our veygetable garcens
and our cows were also exposed. We do not consider tuese deatns of banies
_ tolerable side effect of a defective nuclear reactor. Nor <o we relish
the thougiht of tune cancers wiicu will probably develop as a siae effect of
the [l accident. We consiuer taat tuae ladian Doint facility nas proved
itself to be defective in many ways 1o recent yeurs and we uave repeateuly
asde our feelinys anown tu the NaC. e earnestly cesire tuzat tuis old and

faulty facility be closed down before a disaster occurs.
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Playing tue sconario for a real disaster at the Iandian Poiat Plant
bas probabiy been avoiued as sometiing oo garisn to contemplate. The elec~-
ri¢ companies dom't Wewt to admit that accidents can happen. They persist
in 2dvertising st auclear power never silled a single human beinyg in its
leng hiitory . amd that accidents simply camnot occur. But accidents have
occurre., buman o'ings have beea killed, directly at Idabo Falls in 1961,
when f >ur workers met their deaiu, and iodirectly all tone way from .american
Indians asar ursdium mazes to the iafants born dead after Tul.

Let ¢¢ look at & scemaric of what to do in case of an accldent at
[ndien Prvini. In the [irst rlace, would the Indian Point workers tell the
NRC rigat awuy cuat tiey vere ip trouble? Jdad would they ask for help?
Next, who vwould notify the town autoori’i2s of Ducnanan and Peekskill, or
the police, or ih2 radio stations? Aad baving done these things, how would
one control the resultant panic? The floods of phone calls? The jacmed
roads? We are assuwing taat some people will decide to get out of the area
ar fast as possible witic a recxless disregard for the uazaras of radiation
plumee sn¢ other people on tue road.

Tbe Nucleey lrdustry 2pd the .\nti-Nusers have bteen talaing at cross
ourposcs. +1en Lhe wWoru "radiation”’ is used, the Industry means oaly zamme
rays; the iati-Mukers mean nob only gamma rays but also tae alpha and beta
particles = minute, irradiated, dustlike., when tue Uniom of Comcerned
Scientiscs tell us tuat from normal operation of a plant,alpboa ana beta
particles are escaping and getting 1into us via the water, plants and cows'
milk, we believe tnem. It 15 a mystery to us wiy tae nuclear industry pooha-

poons tuis conceptl.
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We think Con E£d should try to prove tiat alpba and beta particles
are not showing up in the environment and toat the incidence of cancer 18
not -ising gradually in the towns around Indiam Point in a 35-mile radius.
Depending on the direction of tue wind and the time of day, =any towns full
of people may be affected by the alpbas and betas. "ith a Vest wind Ridge=
field and Uanbury are reached. Witn North and Northwest, Ussining, Mt.hisco,
Tarrytown and White Plains. And with any southerly wind Peekskill is right
there. With the money available for cancer research it would be important
to us all for someone to compile statistics on the cancers diagnosed in
this area. Most of the towns affected by down-winds from Indian Point have
hospitals. Perhaps they would assist in the study.

When we had our summer demonstration at Indian Point in 1979, many
of us released balloons to see where they would go. They headed straight
off over the reservoir areas. These reservoirs feed New York City.

Speaking cf down-winds, here is a dramatic illustration. When
raking leaves in our New Capaan back yard a few years ago, T husband found
a balloon with a ticket attached to it saying it came from North Bergen, \ew
Jersey, sent two days ago as a project with a science teacner, and asking
finder to report to sender wuere it nad been foumd., For this reason we feel
that & ouch larger segment of the surrounding country can be affected by
accidents from nuclear plaats. If for a balloon we substitute alphbas aand
betas, we fcel tuat Indian Point 13 as guch of a tureat to us as it is to
the people of Buchanen. Ve do not evea trust the operators of landian Point
to tell us when there has been 3some sort of event. hat we see here and all
over tue country, 1s an attempt to bush up the event. Very reluctant ad-

@missions ire Jdrawn out over Jays at a time, far too late for apyone o

tase aay sort of precaution.
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We understand that a nuclear resactor must be vented periodically
during normal operation. Caa Con Zd prove tiat absolutely no alpna or beta
particles are relessed in these routige ventings? Wwe feel tuat tue Nuclear
Industry had no business to begin operating before more tests were rum on
the various escapes that migat occur. We very amuch resent having been
buman subjects for the nuclear experiment.

Wé think you will agree that some natural disasters are beyond the
reach of human preparation, like the eruption of Mount St. telens, or tidal
wvaves, or earthquakes. %We consider tuat an old and tired nuclear reactor
even 35 miles away could become a disaster like thnese in ita own way. And
there would be no calling it back. The released plutonium would be for
ever. Nobody coula assess the extent of the disaster at first. Nobody
really knows how bad it might actually be. It will take decades to discover
what really happened to toe environment after TMI, and it could be the same
or worse here at Indian Point. Vould you gentlemen of the NhC and of Con
Ed want to have a wors¢ scenario disaster om your consciences”?

A power plant was originally intenced for a tenefit to society,
but if it becomes a threat to Lealtr and safety it is no longer any benefit.
We deplore this Titanic-is-unsinkable attitude of allowing Indian Poimt to
continue operating whem it cavelops cracks, and leaks, and shows sigmns of
corrosion. How ecrmomical can it be nov, if ome or other of tue tiree
reactors is shut dcwn for frequent periods of time?

we wish we could persuade Con Zd to find otuher ways of supplying
power to Nevw York City as auickly as possible. ind for tae safety of all
of us, that an impartial observer be there from nowv on until tue whole

process of shutdown and decommissioming bas been completed.
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This statement reflects our feelings barbored for wany years. Lver
aince the Union of Comcerned Scientists first made kmown that Indian Point
vas an accident waiting to happen, we have felt indignation that so many
people living around this area bave been ignored by a small group of oper-
ators who are completely callous to the possible dangers to all this popu-
lation., They seem very busy denying that anytoing is amiss. e also feel
despair that we see cancer afflicting our 60-year-old friends, and despair
that it is found in children and young people as well, ‘e feel despair
that the operators of the reactors brand our protests as lysteria. Ve
feel despair that no ome in authority appears to bhave a sense of responsi-

bility for us the consumers and the victims,

Louise Eesson
haren Lberhardt

Hilary Heijmen

Mrs. John C. Besson
50 St. John Place
New Canaan, Conn. 0684C



