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ATTACHMENT TO LICENSEE EVENT REPORT NO. 81-020/03L-0

Wisconsin Electric Power Company
Point Beach Nuclear Plant, Unit 1
Docket No. 50-266

During normal operation at 2325 hours on December 19
during normal surveillance of indicating parameters, the operator
noted that steam generator pressure instrument 1PT-482 was
indicating higher than other channels. This indication is
characteristic of freezing in a sensing line which was immediately
suspect due to the cold weather and the fact that the instrument
freeze protection had been modified during the recent refueling
outage. The instrument channel inputs were placed in the tripped
ftatus in accordance with procedure and the required redundancy
restored with the remaining two instruments. The instrument was
returned to service at 0918 hours on December 20. Similar events
were reported as Licensee Event Report Nos. 76-13 and 77-13.

The cause of the freeze-up was evaluated to be due to
air infiltration through the unistrut used to support the tubing as
it passes into the auxiliary building. Since the auxiliary building
is designed to be operated with an internal building pressure
slightly less than atmospheric pressure, outside air will flow
into the building through any openings. In this case the 16°F
ambient air flowing into the building past the tubing caused
the water in the tubing to freeze. The problem was temporarily
snlved by plugging the openings, energizing the installed spare
heat tape, and directing a heat lamp to the location of the
freeze piug. Other installations were checked for similar problems
and the freeze protection system is being analyzed for a permanent
solution.



