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December 10, 1981

TS L SR Op——y
Nunzio Palladino, Chairman SLL. & =
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Falbibwa, Js..‘:’ 28

Washington, D.C. 20555 @“Q}

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Two years ago the NRC pledged to the people of Central Pennsyl-
vania that it would not permit the restart of TMI-1 without a full
public hearing. We are writing you to let you know of our concern
that your pledge be kept.

Our concern stems from your October 28 memo to the other
Cormissioners. It appears to us that the NRC is preparing to decide
on the reopening of Unit 1 before several critical issues are fully
resolved within the NRC and the judicial process. These issues are
psycholcgical stress and operator cheating.

We are writing to request that the Commission commit itself now
to the position that it will not decide the restart issue until these
issues are resolved. We believe that to do otherwise would be to
violate your pledge of a full consideration of the issues, and that
even though the legal requirement may be lacking, the NRC's word
must be kept. To do any less would severely damage your credibility
with the people of this area, who need assurance that all the safety
issues have been resolved before a decision on r::+tart is made.

7 These issues are not trivial:

¥ The Commission deadlocked 2-2 on the Psychological Stress issue.
Both the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania recommended consideration of this issue. Moreover,
t.a NRC Staff dealt with Psych Stress as a significant issue in
ir¢ Programmatic Environmental Impadt Statement on the decontamination
of TMI-2. Caoveral medical studies have concluded that significant
stress remains two years after the accidept: PARE.(People Against
Nuclear Energy, a Middletown-based grou ). ‘has/will argue before
Federal District Court on November 17, with a decision expected
between one and six months later. D‘S
os

i 3
81123, ¢ \v / b
R AB8EA"oBLa3ke, ’
5 Df:






