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EVENT DESCRfm0N
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1. Analysis of Occurrence

a. Pressure switches PS-664 through PS-667 sense cortain=*nt pressure

and operate at a pressure ci 1.5 pois to initiate reactor scram and ,

conrafnment isolstion. In a post Design Basis Accident (DBA) situs-
tion, these switches would experience'1oss of calibretion and a
change of setpoint; however, this' deficiency would occur only after
these switches had accomp11obed their cafety-related function. For
these switches (MERCOID DAW 23-153, R3A) damage results from a per-

manent deformation of the bourdon tube sensing element when exposed

to sustained pressures greater than 20 psig. The contafmment pres-
sure anticipated during a DBA is 23 psig.

b. Pressure switch DPS 9051 opens the ventilation supply valve to provide

a vent path when containment pressure falls into the vacuum region.
Pressure switch DPS 9052 provides an alarm indication when containment

pressure falls into the vacuum region. In a post DBA situation, both
of these switches would lose calibration and experience a change in

setpoint, such that they could not be relied upon to carry out their
function should the containment go into vacuum during quenching with

| the enclosure spray system. These switches (MERCOID DAW 533, R2) ex-

perience damage identical to MERCOID DAW 23-153, R3A, except that

( damage is expected to occur at pressures greater than 15 psig.

c. Iressure Transmitter PT-173 provides only a display signal; however,

this signal is needed to permit operator backup action in the event
i of a failur'e of DPS 9051 and DPS 9052.
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The Plant Review Ccanittee (PRC) concluded that since pressure swit'ches . . #. .

t.
.

-
. . . .sPS-664 through 667 would still function to provide signals .to the. reactor. . .,

h protection s stem, continued reactor operation with these switches.'in 7 ' ,,
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- After a safety reb.ev of applicable portions of the PSAk and Technical' ' - '
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p Speciff, cations, the PRC concluded that isolation of PT-173,,DPS 905i and . , j .-
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safety or health. An Operations Meuo ves issued on 21 January 1976 to'put ?
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-- 3. Permanent Corcective Action
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6I kepir. cement of the instruments with instru:ner.ts having proper ~ pressure ' -

E ratings is being pursued. v-r b
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