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October 6, 1972

Mr. A. Giambusso

Deputy Director for Reactor Projects
Directorate of Licensing

United States Atomic Energy Commiesion
Washington, D. C. 20545

AECEVED

0CT101872m

U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY
CNIMISSION
Regulatory

Mai Secticn

Dear Mr. Giambusso:

Subject: Oyster Creek Station
Docket No. 50-219
Inoperable Standby Liquid Control System

The purpose of this letter 1s to report to you & acident
that occurred at Oyster Creek on September 26, 1972 in which it was
discovercd that the two pumps in the standby liquid control system
were incperadble at the same time.

At 10:45 a.m. on September 25, 1972, the "A" standdy
liquid centrol pump was removed from service for replacement of
the pump packing. The pump was taken out of service using
Technical Specification 3.2.C.3 as the basis. It states, "If
one standby liquid control system pumping circuit becomes in-
operablc during the run mode and specification 3.2.A is met,
the reactor may remain in cperation for a pericd not to exceed
ceven days, provided the pump in the other circuit is demon-
strated daily to be operable'. Specification 3.2.A is met,
therefore, the "A" pump breaker was racked out and the pump
secured in accordance with plant safety procedures. The werk
was not corpleted by the end of the day shift, and the "A"

pump was left in an inoperable condition. At 4:20 a.m. eon
September 26, 1972, the "B" liquid control system pump was

to be run to comply with Technical Specificaticn 3.2.C.3.

When the operator depressed the start button, the pump did

not start,

An interlock in the starting circuitry prevents two
standby liquid control pumps from being run simultancously.
inis interlock also prevents the "B" pump from starting when
the "A" pump breaker is in the racked out position. The
interlock is cemposed ¢f a normally clesed contact in the
starting circuit of each pump. This contact is cperated

from a relay in the opposite pump circuit. If the "A"

stancby liquid coatrel pump is started either from the EEMR
) ; ’ 8

ontrel room with the kevy lock switeh or locally fr the ik
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push button station, a relay is picked up which opens the normelly
closcd contact in the "B" standby liquid control pump starting
eircuit which prevents this pump from operating with the "iA" pump
running. The reverse is true if the "B" pump is started. The
problem devclopcd vhen the brecaker for the "A" pump was rac:ed
out. It disabled the pump and at the same time it physically

removed the contact in the starting circuitry for the "B" pump
which simulated an cpen contact. This prevented the "B" punp
from starting.

As soon as the Shift Foreman was sware of the inoperability
of both pumps, he started a normal shutdewn of the plant. In the

meant

ime, he received permission to clear the maintenance safety
and rack the e

tags “A" pump breaker to 1ts normal position.
then ran a successful operzbility check on the "B" pump. Tae
load reduction was stopped and the plant returned to full load.

In order to prevent a recurrence of this even
procedures have been changed so that operability cects ¢f redundant
engineered safeguarde system components will be ma immediately
following any action that requires one of the syste:s to be
inoperatle for maintenance purposes.

operating

We are enclosing forty copies of this letter.
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Very truly yeours,

’\Q Vs //1 /3

Ivan R. rinfrocn.
Vice President
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Enclosures
cc: Mr. J. P. 0'Reilly, Directoer
Directorate of Pegu’a:cry Operations, Region 1



