4c -344

00—
DRIGIRAL )

A

lioncrable Thamas Ludlow Ashley
House of Representatives

Dear . Ashley:

I am pleased to respond to your referral ¢! Septemd 17, 1969,
concerning a letter you received from Mr. bruce M. fankine. r. Hankins
raises the question as to what controls are being/exercised on the
discharge of heated water for the proposed Devls-Desce facility to be
located on the shore of Lake Erie,

Under the Atomic Energy Act, the Cumission has the responsibl ity and
the authority for the licensing and repulation of nuclear reactors
from the stendpoint of radiological health and safety. The AEC
presently lacks authority to Lipose restrictions resarding the thermal
effects of discharges from licensed nuclear facilities. Idcensing by
the AEC, however, dces not relieve the applicant from being subject to
the appropriaste jurisdictions in other areas which wold also be
involved if the plant were fueled by coal, oil, or other nomnuclear
means. Each state, of course, has the same authority to deal with
thermal effects from nuclear power plants as it does from fossil-fueled
rower plants unless in some way restricted by state law,

In this commection, the Water Quality Act of 1965 provides & corpre-
hensive program through which water quality standards, including
standards on thermal effects, are developed by the states and approved
by the Secretary of the Interior. Under this program, the Secretary
of the Interior has approvel water quality standards for lake Erle.

As & part of our safety review, the AEC routinely receives from the
Departmeat of the Interior recommendations and coments on all
applications for construction permits. The report by the Deparitment
of the Interior's Pish and Wildlife Service a2lsoc makes recomendations
on nonradiclorical metters, including thermal effects of the discharge
of coolant water in the marine envircnment. A copy of this report is
sert to the applicant, calling attention to the Service's recamendations
concerning potential nonradiological effects and urging cooperation
with the appropriate federal and state agencies. This report i: also
made publie ¢d is forwarded to the state and local agencles that may
have an interest for their information.
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With respect to the Devis-Desse station, The Toledo Fdison Corpany and
The Cleveland Hlectrie Illurinsting Corpany plan a cosprv.ensive study
of the potential effects of the plant upon Lake Erie, Thiy have
encased the Great Lales Sesearch Division, Institute of Sclence and
Technolozy, of the University of Michigan, under Dr. J. C. Ayers, to
conduct this study. The zyplicants have already been in contact with
ptate and federal agencies who will participate in the program as 1t
dovelous., The applicants state that the primary purpose of the study
1s to collect 1lrrolorical éata to deternine the reans by which
established radiclozical and thermal discharpe standards will be ret.

Sincerely,

( elrred ) Harold L. Price

Harold L. Price
Director of Regulation

Distribution:
H. L. Price

H. K. Shapar D
Puolic Document Room (50-346)
Yore, AS&LBP
. S, Boyd 0
., L. Tedesco @
R. Powell

. Ertter (DR-2339)
H, Steele (2)
Docket Files

DR Files

DRL Files

RPB=-2 Files
Congressional (2)

RETYPED Il OFFICE OF DIRECTOR OF REGULATION TO DELETE
REFERENCE TU FWPCR COMMENTS, 4th PARAGRAPH, PAGE 1; AND
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I a= plesned 1o respond to your referral of “eptenter 17, 1969,
concernfi=y a letter you received froa lir. Druce M. Tankins,

Mo, tiankine raises the question as to what controls are being
exercised on the discharge of heated wvater for the proposed
Davis-Besse facility to be locatod\on the sliore of Lake Prie.

Under the Atomic Fnergy Act, *he Comission has the responsibility
and the authority for the licensing and regulation of nuclear
reactors from the standpoint of radiclogfcal health and safety.
The AEC presently lacks nuthorit} te impose restrictions regarding
the thermal effects of discharges from licensed nuclear facilities.
Licensing by the AEC, however, does not relieve the applicant from
being subject to the appropriate Jurisdictions in other areas which
would also be involved if the plant were fueled by coal, oil, or
other nonnuclear means. Fach stata, of course, has the same
authority to deal with thermal effects from nuclear pover plants
as it does from fossil-fueled pover plants unless in some wvay
restricted by state law, v \‘
In this connection, the \uta’mnuty ct of 1965 provides a com-
prehensive program through which water quality standards, including
standards on thermal effects, are dcnlopd by the states and
approved by the Secretary of the Interior.' Under this program,
the Secretary of the Interior Loy approved ntct quality standards
for Lake Erfe. \

\
As a part of our vafety riview, the AEC routinely receives from the
Department of the interior recommendations and cemments on all
applications for construction permits. The report by the Department
of the Interior's Fish znd Wildlife Service (Mirhincludes comwents
~and redormendations by the Federal Seter FPoliution Lontrol-Admirdg-
tratteX) also makes recoumendations on nonradiological mattere,
including thermal effects of the discharge of coolant water inm the
marine environment. A copy of this report i{s sent to the applicant,
calling attention te the Service's recommendations concerning
potential nonradiological effects and urging cooperation with the
appropriate federal and state agencies, This report is also made
public and i{s forvarded to the state and local agencies that may
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have an {nterest for their informationm.
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s
é&a AEC is pow conducting & survey of utilities that are con-

structing or operating nuclear pover facilities to optain éatail.‘,

{uforzation Eoncern!na their progranms studies relating to tk’fuut
effacts. Our information to da“e indicates that the utilitfes dr
cooperating in resclving the various envi onsental grotlems’ that

wight be associated with the- Constructd
nuclear facilitlea,

operation of these

with respect to the Navis-Besse station, The Toleds Fdison Corpany
and The Cleveland Flectric Illuminating Company plau a cozprehensive
study of the potential effects of the plant upon Lake Frie, They
have engagedthe Creat Lakes Research Divisiom, Institute of Sclence
and Technology, of the Ugtvotclty of Michigan, under Dr. J. C. Ayers,
to conduct this study. e applicants have already been in contact
with state and federal agencies who will participate in the program
as it develops. The applicants state that the primary purpose of

the study ie to collect limnological data to detex.ine the means by
which estzblished radiological and thermal discharge standards will
be met. \
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The AEC s no;\éhqdncting a survey of all utilities that are
constructing or oy:sft!ng nuclear pover facii{ties to oltain
detai’ed infirmation concerning their progfans .nd studles relating
to thermal effects, r Infornation to gdate indicates that the
utilities are cooparst in resolving fhie various environnental
problems that might ve csspociated wit) the coastruction and opers-
tion of these nuclaar fn::l

Jhicerely,

Farold L. Trice
Directox of Pegulaticn
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