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Series on radiation stirs some fears

By TED WENDLING
and DAVE DAVIS

AN DEALER NEPORTERS

Heeent Plain Dealer stones on
sinppy radiation therapy procedures
have frightened cancer patienis but
have not prompted many to caneed
radiation  treatments  at  Greater
Cleveland hosprals, as an Amercan
College of Nadislopy official has al.
lepsrl

Interviews with officials at 10 area

LETHAL DOSES
RADIATION THAT KILLS

A FD SERIES FOLLOW-UP

heepitals found two hosplials at
which patients refused to undergo
rachation therapy afier teading the
PD series lust woek. The series (o
cuscd on the US Nuclear Regulas
tory Commirsion's failure to mvests-
gate sevres of deaths and serious
weinrtes caused in the practes of ra-

diation oncology m America’s hospi
tals.

Spokesmen for the Cleveland
Chinie, Unmvers'ty Hospitals, Metro-
Health SL Luke's Medical Center, 5t
Vincent Charity Hospital and Health
Center. Mt Sinai Medical Center the
Clevelandd VA Medical  Center,
Geauga Hospital im Chardon and Al
len Memorial Hosprta. n Oberlin all

o no radiatwm therapy can
cellatiors as a result of the stories

Dettors at MetmoHealth Medicn!

Center and St Joseph Hocpiial in
lorain reporied one  canceliation
each
Last week, Dr James D Cox, a
Houston radiotherapist and chair
man of the American College of Ba
dinlogy's commission on radintion
oncology, accused The PD of scaring
patients whose lives depended on re-
ceiving radiction thevapy He said
the tiories had caused patients all
over the country 1o cancel or intes
rupt treatments,
SEE RADIATION/S. A

Radiation

FROM/1-A

“I that's a product of your senes,
hat's a serious problem.” Cox said,
“If your report ng it in such im-
balance that patienls are frightened
of what hat been advised them medi-
cally, then your reportng responsi-
bility has been questionabie

Cox offered no figurss (o back up
hit assertion. Waile noting the vast
medival benefits af radiation thes
rapry, the stories focused on the
NIC"s lax regulation of hospital radi-
ation safety and radiation therapy
programs. Al least 40 patients nation-
witde have died from acute medical
overdoses of radintion,

Dr. Michael A. Samuels, a radia
tian oneologiet at MetraHealth Mody-
eal Center, said a patient of his, a

wowan diagnosed with breast can-
ver rreently backed ot of radiation
therapy after reading the series. He
said he was unable 10 allay hes fears,

“The result is | come off ae self
serving and you come o' az mdenen.
denlly authoritative,” he said, ' | feel
fike [ don't tnow whot to say to these
people excop! that | . the benefits of
this treatment outweigh the risks by
a significant margin.

“I'm here for my patients, and
that's my hig concern — that come of
ug'r_t.w are just going 10 go home and

die.

Dr. Mark E. Thompeon, a radiation
nneologiet at St Joseph, said one ra-
ditherapy patient had canceled
treetments, another had accused the

hoepital of “poisoning” her because

she had a skin reaction and a third
patient was refuring to pay her bill
beeause =he claimed the hospital had
“burned  her

“There’s a greal deal of mistrust,

0 1o matter what { el her, I'm rov.
pring up.” Thompeon said of the pa
tient who claimexd she had been pok
soned. “Definitely, this 1 not benign
therapy, but cancer's not a benign
ditense. You have 1o push the enves
lope sometimes. .. 1 our business,
sometimes we have patients who
have bad effects,

“J think the series was good and it
brought out some excellent printe,
but the problem is patients jast hear
‘eancer, radiation, ‘killing peopie.
That puts us on the defensive and
people are refusing an excelilent form
of therapy for their caneer

“The whole point Is these peopie
have cancer and if they don't do any-
thing, they 1l die”

Nearly sll hospral officials who
wore interviewsd sid the stories had
provoked numerms questions about
dosage amd side efferts,

Dr Henry F. Blair, a radiation ore

cologist st ML Sinal Medienl Center,
said all 40 of his patients cxpreszed
concern after reading the series, ‘

“I had to spend & grest deal of
time reassuring them” he said
“Five wanted to quit, but [ convineed
them lo keep comh:g‘

“T would agree that if the storiek
improve the safety (of radintion the-
rapy) they were worthwhile, but a ot
of people definitely flew off the han
dle”

Roh Fleming, 5, of Cleveland

Heights, who has been nndrrm
rachation therapy ot the Cleve
Clinic for cancer, zaid the
series frightened patients who are
denling with life-and-death issues.

“I don't think it's fair o W
who are undergning this — and there
are thousands,” he said “Any e
you have (ux hospital procedure),
you have s ri . But you have 1o have
comfidonce in the people who are

treating you.” By
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‘ We st the Nuciear Reguiatory
| Commission Fave followed wiih
: greu interest “Lethal Doses.” Tae
 Plain Doaler's seres on radishon
reatment

Your series focused on a large
number of senous med.cal inuidents
that have occurred over @ pertod of
many years. This reporiing, some
other recent incidents and the com-
mission's prior concerns have zll
prompted us 12 re-exerre our medi-
vzl bicensing and enforcement pro.
gram, This re examination is vnder

v’gdnbon ‘herapy is an importanmt
| medicial ol for treatment of sen.
ously ill cancer patienis. The NRC
dogs not itself reguiate the dozage ro
| ceived. this is a Secision of the phys:-
c1an. What <he NRC does regulate is
the proper delivery of the radiation

therepy W the patient.
edietion therapy treatments ex-
ceed several h thousand &

vear. Published NRC data indicate
that the annual rate of these thers-
peutic meidents :s about 03%. Nev.
ertheless, the NRC s quite con-
cerned. When these incidents oocur,
the NRC's practice is to learn as
much as possible from the incident
end follow up with carrective regula-
tory actions with the objactive of pre-
venting recurrenre. We aiso recog-
nize an vblgation in these cases o
ensure that patients and ‘hewr phiysi-
clans nave access to radiation infor-
mation. Your articles have indicated
room {or improvement in the way we
de both jobs.

There is also a very substantial
volume of diagrostic treatments per
~ear. Diagnostics invelve small doses
-{ radiation and run into the m:llions
of procedures annually. The madical
and scientific community regard the
risks from these procedures to be
very small

[ would urge that if radiation the.
Tepy petients have questions about
the treatment they have recesved or
ure gbout 1o undergo, they consult
their physician

IVAN SELIN
Washington, DL
Selin 13 choirman of the NRC.

Clevelarvd)

12-28-92

~ Lients should not be und

The Plain Dealer

CETI PubBLIC aFFAaIRG

ON BEHALF OF the Greater Clev-
land Hospral Association ond our
raember hospizis. | want to com-
wuent on the series “Lethal Doses -

Unsafe corgitions or procedures
cannot be wclerated in our hospitais,
Anyone who at:empis 1 cover up an
unsafe situation by faisifying docu-

| -nents ar lying to regulatory authorit-

ws has no business wor in
health care and should be held ac-
countatle. I' is encouraging o note
that the Nuclear tory Com-
misgion intends to improve .18 poli-
cies end procedures due, in pant, o
the nformation reporied by The
Flain Dealer in 11s senes

The cases cited in the series are
*ragic, #ven more 5o in those in-
crances where acordental exposure 10
radiation may have been preventa-
sie. The fact remans thut those
cases represent & very small fraction
of the mdlions of petients whose
heaith and lives nave oeen threat-
enad Dy lnesses the! were success-
fully diagnosed and treated due to
medical advancements in radiology

technoiogy.
We are concerned that patienis in
need of diagnostic or therapeutic

procedures may be relucient to un-
d:zo these procedures hecsuse of
undue fear of radiston technology
generated by the seties. The Quaiiy
of care and patients’ safety are the
principal concerns of the hospitals in
our community. We also want to en-
sure *hat patients requiring radicl-
osly treatments or in need of X.rays
or other diagnostic procedures are
not afraid 1o seek those services.

All patiensts thould be encouraged
‘0 ask whatever questions they have
regarding their trestment, but pe-
alarmed
by the few examples of im-
proper tregtment.

If the resul® of the series is that the
mgredssd g Ky A g
are im , then
‘ne result is that petients who need
care are reluctant to receive that
care, then we have s probiem that
must be corrected through further
education.

C. WAYNE RICE
Cle

veland
Rice 1t presudent cnd CED of the
Creater Cleveland Hospital Associa-
hwn.

WIHILE THE CONTENT of the se-
res “Latkal Doses: Radiation that
xills™ was, {or the moast pant. accu-
rale, my concemns &r2 that Ted Wen-
dling and Dave Davis had w drecge
up information that want as far back
&3 15 years (Columbus Riverside inci-
dent! and even 10 the (3305 {acne
Teatments; n order 0 provide the
proper amount of sensationalism %o
aturact readers. My greatest concern
13 the amount of unfounded fear that
is instilled in gowntul patients by
such & senes. People desperately in
need of sueh treatment are iod *o be-
aeve thet these socioents occur all
the tume and therefore refuse treat-
ment. Accordinglr, this series has
dune a great disservice 1 the proper
weatment and management of the
cancer patient.

1 was else disturbed by the fact
that the seres suggests that ail uses
of radiation, ciagnostic or (hers-
peutic, Xray or nuclear medicine.
have the same problems Procedures
that currently fall uncer the aegis of
the Nuclear Regulatory Comrmussion
number approximatéely 0 million 8
vear Only about 1% of these are the-
apy protocols. Yet, your series does
not make a clear distinction between
therapy and diagnosiic procegures. |
am unaware of any oeaths from radi-
auorn used diagnostically.

In “uncovering” accidents such &s
the Columbus incident and others,
25 8 Tosk O Such camsmapbes.
as a3 of s y

eny cha ! \ atitated
by and other regu.atory
agencies. The misedministration re-
porting pregram has provided regu-
latory agencies wath the adillty to
monitor nuclear medicine and tie-
rapy programs and make changes &
decmed necessary, Their recently -
sttuted Quality Mansgement Pro-
gram by every licensoe has crested
an epvironment whereby such Ina-
dents will be further minimized. It
shruld be clear to eny rational being
that some of these errors are human
errors. There is no way eny regule.
wry agenty can “lcgisiate out” hu-

Early i3 direstor of NMA Medicol

Paysics Consultation.
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‘Lethal Doses’:

MY 7-YEAROLD dzughter, Katy,
had a tumor of the brain lining re-
! moved by doctors at Cleveland Cluuc
a vear ago. We were devasialed to
learn that athough 1t was removed.
| it was malignant. We were then told
that radiation therapy could prevent
a recurrence in assomation with che-
motherapy. Without these Irzat-
ments, the tumor would surely come
back wiath serious, possibly fatsl. re-
sults. Your Enguirer- geries was
50 upsetting to me that ] felt {1 in the
public's 1nterest 1o point out my oamn
with the raciation gepart-

ment at Cleveland Clinie.

[ was very impressed with her care
| during the surgical poruon of her
| treatment. and was very frightened

of the radiation therapy, because |
| knew nothing about 1. Dr. Melvin
| Teft, the doctor who oversaw Katy's
| racistion therapy. was wonderful He
 took the time to explain what the
‘M'"L consisted of and what the
| possible side effects could be. He was
. meticulous in his style and warm and

reassuring 1o my hter. He and

his staff took perfectionism % now
_meaning &s they plotted the treat-

. ment srea and dosage 50 that as little”
| hesithy tissue as possible was af .
ected

It took 1wo weeks of tests and;
scans ta accurately dewermine her's
weatment area to ensure a safe but
effective dose. The stafl was con.
stantly rechecking data. tacked up’;
by Xzys, 10 sure no €IS
had been made. They made a polen-
tially anxicus and unhappy ordeal &
twlerable and even positive expen-
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in part by the proper admin-
of radiation therepy.
MAKY K DOBBS
Beren
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Letters to the editor

Cite radiation benefits, too .

FOUR YEARS AGO, | was dieg-
noced with iung cancer and under-
went surgical removal of my ieft fung
and had six weeks of radietion the-
-apy at the Cleveland Clime. I owe
my iife 1o the doctors and the ragiol- -
sgy deparument. I was not burmed
and red no ill effects from radis-
ion therzpy. The treatment allowed
me 10 resume a normal. productive

life.

If | had read your articles while
cnuergoing  radiation therapy, 1
would have been a basket case. It's
hard enough, & age 4. 1o handle the
liagnosis of lunz cancer, the pain of

AS A PROFESSIONAL persor, |
resent that you did not dicuss the
new, updeted treatments and the -
creasing number of cancer survivoss,

It has been my pleasure 10 rep-
resent the American Cancer Society
as its board president and the Lake
County Nurse of Hope for the past
tmlluu.aquasan%towm
of Hope. In this capacity, | have
)mrkgd with cancer patients and
families by facilitating “I Can Cope”
programs. leading a montaly Carirg
and Sharing group for patients ana
:bexr I{u‘?_dm and teaching preven-
e Saery assl €ur wetks o€ Sally ion o m&? ard early detection.
treatment. Adding 1o this stress con- 5 s, s Fnwm s A
s s, st horizens n health care. | am under.

incompe:cnoe would have destroyed ng_rad.ation treatments at Eest
the one thing 1 had going for me — ?&wkﬁﬁomg ;"::l’“l Creter
respect for and faith in the Cleveland | hosicion abd & & my
Clinic, a world-class medical facility. | Settusie i mu‘;:ydrnrm ar their
I traveled every day from Akron to \!thccenu'lnnw'
Cleveiand Clinic because of my trust ! ified doctors. 1 andm by qual-
and respect for the expertise there.  Their Wmu technicians.
In every medical procedure there | onee ore MMM
are risks. and human errors OCCur.  monitored ot all times m.%
| B respensible JOUMAISE,  my treatments, T have a future that
JUS. D008 0 JOBNS Tache. 8 wiil enable me to fulfill goals,
| stetistics on the number of people mmmmm”“fw
- undergoing raciauon therapy and My hope s that newly L
the statistical probabuiity of over- tients will be able to mmh Pt
doses, human errors and probiems. Secisions regarding tm!mmt,

1t would be a ternble burden for
Vour newspaper and reporiers o en-
dure if a cancer patient refused life-
saving radiation ‘herapy based on
your one-sided articies.

FAYE DAMEBROT
Akron

on thewr doctors recommendations,
and not be mfluenced by your ary-
cles ione. A decision % do nothing
could resull in premature death.

To all eancer patients and future
patients: Our future 15 in modern
techno and -
rained
cians.

(Cleveland) The Plain Dealer

id=28-94



lof 2

|
|
|
|

PUE puUBGSNY Jay Punois oq o} pesseueqlus ol apEw ey Jopo jhuy

€ BUEal) ‘Palq PUE Pazoo punom UGHeIpEL i) "#usuigeal) 130UB) pEay

BULILP IS 10y U Jjoy 8§ pauing pey YOG elpauagnagg Uy [ENASO| ASjluA
O AQIBaU 1B JOl0p § adoym jods oy sulule sjamo) payord Wijeen

jey ays

SAED JOU 9SO} JO GUO GEG] OF Boy S8 )] Saaudop gg 18 paxe. atmjuiad
Wia) G} USLM AL e TUMOSHeBIng Joy U] SUOLE BEm RijEepy usaf

GO E L SO R

DNNGRAM Gi1 e BAVG 34V Ae

sanetad jsum-aty)-uo-deys pue
SIapun|q SNOLIS — Auoge )

. , , J
R e T T T A T K S S W VONViIo,/ v PRI A f O §3dva

A TVHA NIV Id HH.!

L SAIPOOY 0] SYID) | 41 )6-EZ T ‘S1aY20)] IDIC) SAD




- T el e . orm .
1380 T } t day
- ‘ ¢ - - -
r nd Bhlad v 39 3
: 2110 s CallilE a
. v ' " S
£
I om tarrmhhils v v v
A . Ca .‘ A A ANSAN "' -
o - T r ¥ ™ 5
: 1 o WVAliE Vi alill ldy
+} * P ot 2 2 G
i iial vEC1illig
’ 1 . X - R NnOspitals, @ riain pesler investga
¥ - FAM 4 " AQCHNIES . - b « -
talls ut he Kknow f . @3 10U
: > a1 P Nhile me the mistake re
- " YANIATION TUAT ITT C o lames ; .
r { Y QA ATIOWN T Kill N d pila =
’ \ EV/IN > !
INCAS TN G A0 AN R . L A s -
" , ; . rng rOZTAIT o - our ir
tments be " hosDIta where radiation safen
d 7 Senaasbis . y ¥ are 5 D
1a ver el ¢ . . |
nrie Norre n't k p i L b rng yomen are among the
r or aMOr 1T 6 X — inare { oeople wt are It
¢ hieid her spinal corg o red I SiEr cantly vera
NE racisuon t 1S 10r 5Ooag with radualion each year ir ANQE
» ease, She st meLning ITe oiunaers anG 0D rac
v YR or - T L 1T urr

~ Behind her smile — pain,
«| courage and countless tears

1 144 U I them be
- . b { only regulates the medical

AnstT 0Nk .
MCUVE 1S0L0Des
40 that ingured

repeatecis
reguiaie electn

n curh ac
i ol

adiation, su

lor
37" C 1 v - T Ies

all three devices produce ion
Syl 4
Y.r & | en t ooV er
€ gorou E al 1S
tanpe havs s
“\‘ cuEr 314 . T r
washingor a8y o

o e - furor VB 10008 DECIUSE {
peuren I radicacuve wasie DeINE
AN Lo L £ DEODiE . g
entist and get blasted with X-rz
nd think nothing of i
The NF T £
1O : ] i = ; :
. , o —

ee————————_———_—————————. — e ——— S —————————— —————————————————————— — - S————



()

LETHAL DOSES

‘rrors are frequent

To the NRC. it’s a matter of trust

5L Mary's Medies

ant Hoban
al Hospila
. e NF

- p—— "
g "
ar
- he tres
er without per
Nt .8
S
J “
. als per
- g
gar ale oy e -
an
B Desen Samarian
Heallk Cenier. Mesa. Aru
>rmbe 1 T €
AN ™ TN o ey
s [ta AR
Wiow .
TislaN »
RS endug
« w &
»
L o

and widespread *

ind, ang Forier
Valparaise (nd
Dented 18

L

Hespi



R ——————

ittt TLT A LY

Errors are frequent

THE PLAIN DEALER

v 1AL NLLD

NEC

WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 16, 1992

&rzm
2 o4

he Plain Dealer re neariy Fort Pierce, Fla Charles
WU ra r K ted by } ¥ Rentl 3 radiatior 5t
plie Lale & eaeral Nicials : SEeVere A njureg at Ve 1
the & Ent d « NE NE women since 1983 4 ATINg r i \:ﬁt another case ir
DET eXamined ° ¢ n deta v , Ral Tarbrough recenve
uding WVETaose from a Therac

® University of Wisconsin Hospi-

® Lawnwood

Medical Center.

aennestone Regional
er ir Aoy

and widespread

Yial
tal and Clinics, Madison 198¢ vived but lost th !
‘ » = iy ad Niod o {
Lois Nelson Lgestive tract was s¢ and had 0 have a me !
rely burned dunng ra I eft breast. She died in at |
r r adder neer Uat age 67 |
Is -
od. Raber E B2 e in March, the J.ouse
Je Ne n died in December 19 < on oversight and
it th ¥y 2 Werey,
] Tit P & 1‘.‘ W J
Hared G hor nt ation’s Center for Devices and
v 3 i it
: - : Heaith, wi Ch reguiates
. : ment and { radiatior
an Ry a h as hmear acee
nc a2 20mg “w pe vV 10T @ a¢ n r
E i
a separat an ungui { 44
I3 ’ | s e
£ V S10ne w i ¢ Internat sriva | -
) ) . ) ! = dincTnational, a g n |
LRl o E L& »
v g9 Fogur 41 1 & o r g
v L { NOspitals
et , 3 vise thae
v vhether 1he b v e
W whe d 13 i ntil the pr
ma - v r ¢ he trea
P { Surned N he beeping
£ 1 ealmer vE {
|
|
B et Bt dent. @ b BEast Texas Cancer Center

nt being tre nass ] Tyler, Texas — In 1h et |
e 11 . !
y TS, 118 ¢ when & ..’E" vOVRe Ry X 3. & Viernae !
NINOIOE PICKed up the t : n pParate inedent i
ar * a1 r after . - i
& i a T patis el €ving 1 ver
W HuOrmalion into the cancer-ireat rad n aue 1 1er
fianves > 3 aan e .
ent macr I Wi ( € 0 £ 25
o CieTator n Amr .
s ' . = 3 i
' < b nve [ 3 N i he man. Glen A 1 Ad A F o
t W | i Q Y3
na {41 \ r €0 * ‘e g
3 ¢ J & £re na 3 y demoria 3 .
fuld £ akima ¥ . vothiat ¢
: - 1} C
ul ek 2 herac 25 experienced g ks
' "
ACTE ? al)y mite i ¢ + i
{ v 4 » Y » . ¢
©“r r 1
Jara A UTIng 41



@ Tripler Army Medical Center,
Hounolulu — 1n June 1990, & 1echne
hagist gave rudicactive iodine-131 toa
lactatmg womian without asking of
she was bivasticedmg. The woman's
infunt deughter then mgested radig-
wetne ik, destroying the buby's
prowth-regulating thyrud gland.

“R's been very sad for our tamaly,”
the baby's mother, Renscly Phithip,
said 10 an mlerview.

Her fuwyer, Charles Klam, sad the
Army didn't toll Phalbip about the
miastake. She first learned about 1t in
the Guum newspaper,

“The Army just said, “There's been
shght acodent, give your kid tlus
medicine onoe a day and everything
will be hine, ™ Klum suid.

The NRC proposed a $5.000 fine.
but cut 8 in hall because the hospital
wgued that it responded quackly to
the mistake.

& West Howston Medical Center.

Housten - Shi-den Wen received
LOBO times mioe radioactive wdme.
131 than stie should have m May
1988 because substitite technulogist
Shurley DueFoe didnt know the dirs
ference  Lictween nmucrucunes  and
milbicurics, o diiference of LU As o

resull, Wen s thvroid gland was de-
shiyved

I vannol unde what baam lLias
been done, DeFue wrole 1o an un-
Butshied Govomit ol the accident

| thank God that the paticm 1s syl
alne

The state mvestigated the mistuhe.
bt dsssicdd na fine

& West Shore Hospitat, Manistee,
Mich. - An Biyearuld fomale cut-
Cor putivan teveived a radiation over-
dose dunmg an rmaging scan of her
Laibladder wm Scoptember 1999 The

Fituac e ding was sdnamstered

b & Patt-lane T ancsan wine was un
weekedd cull and who was st o
ctly tiuned w supenvised. St ey
her misreud o misunderstood -
SHUCHONS. wid 1m0 sme coses used
RUESSWOIK a0 Carrying out 1y Jienge
e NRC recvrds shiow

The NRC Sined 1 LGspnital 34,75

Piae 12-A
‘r?, ot &

BN Mary's Medical Center, Gary
and Hobart, Ind., and Forter Memo-
rial Hospital, Vaiparaise, lnd. - In
1980, the NRC suspendod the two St
Mary's hospitals from providing so-
catled brachytherapy tregtments —
mvolving surgical implamts of rudio-
active sources — after discovenug
that patient trcatment plans were not
being used

In 69 pauent Nles reviewed by the
NRC, no radiaon preserption couid
be found fur 57 of the petients. This
meant 11 was impaossible 1o dater-
mine whether patients had received
underdoses, uverduses or the proper
amount of radiation.

Seme of the treatments were per
formed withoat perseriptions by ra-
digtion oncalogist Dr. Koppolu P
Surma, who is still director of radia
ton onculogy at St. Mary's and prac-
uces at Porter.

No fine was 1ssued. The NBC gave
bath hospuals permussion carlier thie

year 1o begin doing the provedures
sgein ufter they revamped tholr pro-
grams.

B Desert Samaritan Hospital and
Health Center, Mesa, Ariz. — In No-
vember 1989, homemaker Deborah
Lane mistakenly recewed 100 mufir-

cunes, instead of 100 nucrovanes, of

radioactive sodine-131 for & thyraid
scan. The overduse, equal 1o 1,000
times more radiation than her doctor
had preseribed, was coused by o so-
ries of mustakes at the hospital.

Il was cnough 10 contanunate
Lane’s var, home and fanuily

Lane had 10 be placed 0 @ speeiai
isolation srca while the radiation
wore off. She also was usked by hos-
pitul officials to supply a hst of every-
one she had contact with, especiully
those she had kissed.

When Lane finished the hist, the
hospital’s chief nuclear medicine
technologist responded. My, you te
4 Kissy person, aren't you?"

The Anizuna Radwtion Regulstory
Agency fined the hospital $12 000,

@ Rainbow Babies and Childrens
Hospital, Cleveland — In Octobur
1987, 17 trick-or-treaters wete given
candy from a fuburatory coptami-
nated with radieactive tntinn and
carbon-14. Sume of the cnsidran, uil
of whom were patients, were ailowed
to enter the lub,

Subseguent tests found thal the
children had not been contannated.
but an NRC inspection found 20 vie-
luons  of  federal  segulations,
jrompling the agency 1o temputarily
clase all 300 Tubs i Greater Clove-
lund, which were under the direction
of Case Western Reserve University
The labs were permitied 1o reapen

The vivlguons idicated u stgnsi-
cant breskdown m (CWRU s) radia-
fon salcly programs for s rescarch
laboratories,” the NRC said. laspuc-
tors  were  parbicularly  concerned
about madequate traming for techni-
clans  working  with  radicactive
materials and instances where they
ate and drank 17 =reas wher o radie-
active matenals were used.

The NRC fined CWRU $10.000 in
1988

W Davis Memorial Hospital, El-
kins, W.Va. — In 1990, NRC investt-
gators found thut Susan 8. Barb, the
chief nuclear medicine teehnologist,

had given dozens of pavents diag-

nastic doses of radioactive drugs that
were fivefoid below the prescenibed
amount because she never measured
ihe doses. So poor was the technolog-
1sts’ tramning that one of them told
NRC investigators she drew up doses

uf drugs m synnges based on “foel .

und experience only "

The nvesthigation also found that
Dr. Fouad H. Abdally, the raduton
sutety officer, had “sbandoncd” bis
duties. As a aesult, the hospital
ceased gl nuciear medicine  prioce-

dures. Abdalla remamns a staff rudiol-

ogt «t Duvis Memorial,
The NRC found that 47 Davis Me-

monal patients were victims of Giag- -
nostic or therapeutic orrors — the

mast of any hospital regulated by the
NRC in the last ¢ight years, The
agency fined the hospatal $10,000 .0
1990,

B St Joseph's Hospital and Meds-
cal Center, Paterson, NJ. — D
Thomas M. Herskovie, the radiation
safety officer, scted with “carcless
disregard” for safety by aliowing em-
ployees n December 18990 1o move a
canvertreatment machine in viola-
non of federal regulations, NRC ofhi-
cials sand. During a subseguent in-
vestigation,  Herskovic  provided
“imeomplete and anscewrale”  ador-
mation sbout the mcdent, secording
1¢ NRC recurds.

Herskovie, who s still director of
radigiion oncology at the hospial,
wits repluced as radiabion satety offi-
ver, The NRC also ordered that hie be
removed from St Joseph's radiation
salely committee for three years.

The NRC fincd the hospital
$10.250 0 1991, The case also was re-
ferred 10 the Justice Duepartment,
wihnch dechined 10 prosecute,

I another metdent, a 52-yvar-old
man who was o undergo tadiation
Ticatinents 1o s bead and neck m
Nowvember 1891 maustubenly reeceved
u e dose 1 tus oye.

The scordent secanred because the
patent didn 't speak Enghsh, so the
ditor hud the man soaply pot 1o
ihe area of s body St was to be




W

§

>

age !
oITes
——
o e K

¥
sai. "We

27810 %
L
y
MLa7 C
rry
- "
£
»
§
. i
&

L

4 ’ t ant L} « -
3 g w Stelia ha bed whes
gper wE & ! 2B nome. Wi ng ea s
4 N o § he Lathro & Vs
¢ 4 f Wi ETe) D ever W - awch he
nr n. after the ooo reat! nec onng er & nay ¥
- - b c @ " an of
Ee AAWVE s &r me PeCigiIsts
s d by St P P r wha ! Ene §
Ence y B abou # rase hat Van de Wate
e ¢ XOES ¢ P # ne we £ ¥ Machine
UM elle tir ealed her with &
alera Drea anCe nos wipe acy s
$ € n« e < »-Td ’6 e 4 riav
r 1ed w hie 1 WeT o0 EX0eT ' riace Ccar
¢ » v '
. a¢ Waler
e ¢ more sophts
&0 sireet @ few biocks fron r, whach ¢
m Beact untry Club, an  fined beam ¢
ve neghborhood reserved ace medical experts say
; ne & T &I But St Mary's d have & Lir
nnedys ear sccelerator Good Samerian
ervew : ome, vVar Hosputal two n ewan c
enie g Johr T K€ B i
Keg why o rance gur niox &
peel ¢ Sie » Wi W il Ldw
& W Was ever ¥ & lawyer wi
- Tife was wor her woman w y
. ry migt npatiize mured with the
ad woma hovollage mactiine
» L a’t & ve ena - Ko 5 uer t veal Lo
ague : o phn 4 £ ret rejegrir hat Lree ar
¢ " air it ! &r & DETE T re
' € & Sma p. Pellegring we
alia @i r C giver ear-perie X
ab < f w¥ @ L «
wt B LI & asiin ¢ mime € = § &3
& e reCa na e 4
- e T < waler &
ar DEw wt e ot el
mnh ape s € g
Pellegr receved & 110
setuement Decause he ' i
< . i ’
é f v i ‘
BUSE 2 ) £
- ¢ ¢ 2 Eree
€ e € b ¢
i £ & WI01S aTe
€ De ¢ s Cig
£t ¢ eveT & W s
¢ el Decs
L ol ant £ i ¢
> T "



'
e LETHAL DOSES RADIATION THAT KILL.

ladiation mistake robs mom of twin sons

-

a8 STNOYE B TRTuly unch weth e S JOY,. aNC SOnE.

oman paralyzed by damage
spinal cord gave up boys

AVE DAVES fomng W be ot age (3 | Sont know
¥ 0LF AEP WS et el b o oape 1B B WL
NARLES Fit. Coe soecne

ne SOppet. or & EEnen! Wnabie
-

e Kew &
" -
swews  the
o She triec ALK
e e
W e -
L
- - &
e
Wil & be
wr W the INSUranCE
g the NNew
et a0 them &l
» e money w 3
» '
‘
. ' -
e w Wl




RN BhOws WA et
L s i e RE IS10CY T o

ideotap

£ DaVIS

STEUBEWNVILLE

W ST

T JONN B0 ARIDN BN

=L

e preserves woman'’s tale of ordeal



Woman paralyzed by damage
to spinal cord gave up boys

By DAVE DAVIS
PLAIN DEALER REPORTER

NAPLES, Fla.

The doctor told her not 1o worry,
but Connie Norrs knew something
was wrong. Every ume she lowered
her chin to her chesi, electncal
shocks shot through her arms and

!e@

ithin weeks, she couldn't runm.
Later, when she tned 0 waik, she
would stumble. In the shower, she
couldnt tell whether the water was
hot or cold

By June 1985, Connie was par-
alyzed from the neck down. The doc-
tor she had gone to for treatment of
Hodgkin s disease had given her wo
much: radiation 100 quickly. He also
had faiied to protect her spinal vord.

The 1sdiation vverdose had left
her flat on her back in a Tampa reha-
buitation center, ‘ her
16-month-old twins, John and Aaron,
had come 10 visil.

She was about to make a decision
no parent should have o face.

“I had two heaithy, happy, well-
rounded little boys when | gave them
up to the foster home,” Conme re-
called. ‘When the fuster parents
brought them up aboul three months
Jater 1o see me, | saw two confused.
angry hitie children. All they did was
lay on the flour and scream and kick.
And 1hat made up my mind: They
had 10 be somewhere permanent,
somewhere with family.”

That's when Connie asked her
oider sister Jov 1o raise her boys, a
choice prompied when ber fiance,
the twins father, broke off thewr en-
gagement.

oday, the B-year-olds live in New
Jersey, 1.100 miles away They affec-
tionately call Connie “Other Mom"
over the phone and during their an-
nual two-week visits 1o the Naples
nursing home 1n which she lives, De-
spite the loss and pan, Connie says
jetting her sister adopt 1he boys was
the best thing she ever did.

=] am so lucky to have my sister
and her husband raising my boys. |
just love her,” Counie said. *1 love
the boys, o

Conme says thal as Ume passes,
the bond between her and the boys
grows stronger. As they mature, they
are beter able 1o understand what

hap}mned‘

“1 dream of the day when 1 can sit
down, one-on-one. with each of them
separately, and tell the whole story of
why 1 didri { ge1 to rase them,” Con-
nie said. “And | dont know if that's

going to be at age 13. 1 don't know if
that will be at age 1E But I want
them 10 know . ."

She stopped, for & moment unable

tos!)uk.
“I'm sorry, there's Two hings 1n
this world that make me CTy, and
that's living here in this nursing
home and thinking aboul MISSINg
my children.” it
or seven years, Conmnie lived in
the nursing home, penniless and
doubled up with an elderly room-
mate as a ward of the state. She was
34 years old when she armved. Every-
one else had come there 1o die. A few
umes a day, someone wouid {lip her
over. She would get medicine and oC-
casionally a bath.

From ume 10 Lme, the insurance
company represenung the New Jer-
sey doctor who in ured her would of-
fer a settlement. She turned them ail
down. She knew the money would
have 1o be enough to keep her for the
rest of her life. 1t also would have W
be enough for the boys.

To pass ume, Conmie took up
panting Holding the brush in her
mouth, she would create warm
jandscapes of beaches, bays and sea-
guils. She would rarely leave L
15-by-15-foot yoom, except 10 go 10
church.

In September 1980, 3 jury deliber-
ated only an hour before awarding
her $6.7 million. She eventually ac-
cepted shghtly less because the in-
surance company threatened an ap-
peal. Even though expert tesumony
convinced jurors that her doctor
failed 1o protect her spinai cord from
being over-radiated, no enforcement
action was taken by the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commussion or the siale
of New Jersey. »

An official at Overlook Hospital in
Summit. NJ. the hospital where
Conme was injured, said Connie was
properly treated by the hospital on-
cologis* Susan DeBard, Overiook's
admimistrative director of radiclogy,
aiso said there was “no medical pos-
sibility” that Conme developed qua-
driplegia from the radiation treat-
ments.

“The jury clearly was swayed 1o
compensate the pauent based wn
sympathy for her personal siuation,
which was tragic due 10 the many ob-
vious heaith problems she had at
that time” DeBard sad in @ pre-
pared statement

New Jersey officials, who have reg-
glations reguiring that all serious ra-
distion mustakes be reported 10

them. said recently they knew noth-
ing of the incident.

Although Congress created the
NRC 10 protect the public in matters
of radiation safety, agency officials
say they can't get invoived in ino-
dents like this because the doctor n-
jured Conme with & linear sccelera-
tor. & supervoltage machine that
does not fall under NRC jurisdiction.
The agency has repeatedly turned
down proposals to extend its author-
ity 4 cover € generated ra-
diation

sources.

But Conme isn't the only one who
recerved & radiation overdose &t
Overlook Hospital. Since her zcci-
dent, 14 other people have been over-
dosed during diagnosuc tests that,
uniike the incident in which Connie
was injured, did fall under NRC ju-
risdiction.

For example, in October 1991, &
ghysm mistakenly ingected &

7-year-old woman with too much of
the wrong radioisotope. The mistake
damaged the woman's growth-regu-
lating thyroid gland, for which the
NRC fined the hospital §3.125.

in her statement, DeBard
Overlook works hard to svaid such
errors. “We'd like a perfect record,”
she said, “but whenever human be-
ings are involved, these is & potential
for human cor.”

Connie says her experience has
taught her patients must look
0mlm lt‘:l tai da;

“l went t0 1 every
for four weeks. m every day
would lay on the linear accelerator.”
Connie said. “They made lead blocks
for my lungs. They biocked my heart
also. And twice, | was laying on the
table &nd they were radiaing me,
and | remember thinking, What
aboum?r_mmd cord”'

“ just dismissed that thought,
that question. | said to myself, ‘Weill,
he knows what he's doing.’ 1 trusted
that he knew his yob.

“Now, a lot of dostors don't like
me. 1 had one doctor say | was accus-
atory because | ask direct questions
and 1 insist on answers, And ] ask

uestions that the &verage person
3oesn‘t think to ask. I've learned my
lesson. l“muy don't trust doctors

anymore.

Today, two books play an impor-
tant role in Connie Norns' life. One
is the Bible. The other is her photo

album.
The Bible gives Connie 3 warm
feeling inside, a sense that there are

& -/ 5




things more important than herself.

S¢ does her photo album.

When she fups through its pages,
che sees two little pants of herseif
and knows that they are out there,
growing, thrving, making their way
in the waorld

When the bovs come for their an-
nuai visil, as they did recently, they
alwavs get out the photo album. It is
a 1estament to the life that Connie
usnd the pbuys once had together, 10
two aisters love for each other and
for their chiidren. It shows the twans
that Conmue was not always per-
slyred.

One photo shows & naked “Aaron
at 8 months.” On the next page, be-
neath & snapshot of 'he boys 1o
gether, Conrse has written, "My
brother and me.”

In another picture, she smiles @s
she gives the babies a bath

“See, that's before 1 was par-

alyzed.” Conme told the boys during
their last visit. “! was slanding up
grng you a bath.”

“1 jook &t these photos and | miss
these times,” said Joy, as she and the
bovs huddled around Connie's bed.

“1 do, 100,"” Connie responded.

On another page, there's &
Clinistmas tree, presents and the
boys. “Christmas 184" reads the
caplion.

“You were § months oid then,”
Connte said,

“When 15 this going to end”” Aa-
ron asked. He was anxous w go
shopping because this year, as n
vears past, Connie had promised to
let the boys pick out the toy of their
choice. She wisely placed a $20 limit
on their iImagmations.

As his brother fNdgeted, John
leaned in for a closer look.

He was examining a picture of a
wooden footstool and the twins &t 14

« .-~

qe1 ~

months.

“] made that stool while T was in
the Naples Community Hospital, as
part of my therapy
plgyed. “1 had just enough strength

A page later, Connie is

paralyzed. -

S Conmie ex-

The boys are 18 months oid. it 15

1985.

Though she was less than halfway
through the album, Conme deciared -

matter-of-factly, “This 15 where my

memories end.”

“From the beginning of the book
10 here — these are my memaries,
the days of me having the kids. The
rest of the photos Joy's sent me over

the years from the time she's had -
t = ¢

them

Connie asked her sister to close

the book. “All right, let's go o K
mart.”

TOMORROW / LAST OF THE SERIES

Lies, deceit, criminal convictions — and nobody’s in jail
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woman'’s tale of ordeal

By DAVE DAVIS
PLAIN DEALER REPORTER

STE 0.
Jean Matalik knew she might die,
but she wanted peopie 1o know what
had happened 10 her 2t Ohio Valley
lospital here
Soin April 1989, the Burget*stown,
Pa . medical secretary videolaped her
slorv ‘
Matalik was about 1o undergo dan-
Eerous surgery 10 repair the damage
irom the radiation wound that ate
away at her chest. Doctors in Pitts-
burgh were going to remove dam-
aged muscie, nbs and tissue. They
aiso were going to graf skin and
biood vesseis in the area2 i~ an al-
templ 10 slop the radiation ulcer
from growing
Matalik knew the twape might be
her only chance 10 speak 1o a jury
"1 aon't think [ can live every day
of my lile with this pamn,” she said,

CryIng, as the camera taped her

She talked about her jefl-breast
mastectomy 1z 1884, and about how
the cancer reappeared in her right
tireast in 1987. Then she talked about
the five weeks of cobalt-60 radiation
{reatments at Ohio Valley.

By the time they ended in March
i888, her skin had broken inw 2
threench gash. Later, all of the skin
peeied off

"It just looked like raw meat.” she
said

“At home, | had o sit with towels
packed around my stomach ares be-
cause the bilood would run. I couldn't
cven sit to watch TV or anything
Any time | raised my arm or coughed
or moved, the skin would just peel
T and the blood would pour out "

Matalik underwent the radiation
tregiments at Ohio Valley even
though her doctor, Joseph Concan-
nan, now says she should have gone

‘At homne, | had to sit
with towels packed
around my stomach
area because the
blood would run. 1
couldn’t even sit to
watch TV or anything.’
— jean Matalik

elsewhere,

Concannon says Ohic Valley didn't
have the proper equipment 10 ireat
Matahk ause of this, she re-
ceved 100 much radiation

Convannen says he told Matalik to
£0 1o Pittsburgh, where she couid be
treated with a Linear accelerator. a
safer and more powerful machine

than the cobalt-80 unit &t Ohio Val-
ley. He says she refused because of
the lang drive

“So { was stuck with a high-risk
patiera,” Convannon said. *“1 took the
cha'swee of treating ther), even though
I Kiew 1t would require a large dose
of ratation. But | thought it was
within er) tolerance.”

In her ».225taped statement, Mat.
alik said her doctor recommended
the cobalt treatments. In depositions,
her husband and daughter say they
were assured that Ohie Valley could
treat her properly

On Aug. 30, 1989, Matalik took her
iife. Concannon's insurance com any
eventually paid her family & 85('8.000
settlement

Keith Murdock, an Ohio Valley
spokesman, called the incident “un-
fortunate,” but said the hospital was
IN NO way responuibie

“The hospital knew very littie

about what was going on at ths
time,” Murdock said. "It was reail’
between (Matalik) and her doctor.”

Officials at the U.S. Nuclear Regu
latory Commussion say they wer un
aware of the radiation overdose thg
Matalik yeceived. When told about it
they said it was not a “reportabl
event,” even though Concannon
who has retired and lives in Alexan
dria, Va., now believes it probably
was.

Concannon said that because Mat
allk was a large woman, he was
forced to overexpose some sections
of tissue in order 1o get the
amount of radiation into the disease
area

He said he didn't report the inci
dent w the NRC because he “never
saw the woman again.” Had he seer
her — and seen the damage done —
he wou . have notified the agerry,
he said.

“
‘He was very short and
to the point. . . . He
looked at the burn and
soud it would be healed
in lwo weeks.’

- Jean Mataiik

But Matalik claimed in her vig-'
eotaped statement that she saw Con-
cannon afler the treatments ended.
The last time was April 27, 1988. a
few days after her daughter rushed .
her to the hospital EMErgency room
because they couldn't stop the
wound from bleeding,

“He was very short and fo the
point. . " Matalik said. “He looked -
at the burn and said it would be
healed in two weeks "
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By TED WENDLING and DAVE DAVIS

PLAIN DEALER REFORTERS

is doctor said it was as though S-vear<ld

: Dwight Golstein had been 1n an atomic bomb

) blast. Only the “bomb” was a cancer-treatment

Lwmachine that had beamed lethal doses of cobalt radia-
ton Into a tumor in his sinus cavity

The radiation was a slow killer. After a few months.
Dwight's dark skin turned jet black and began to peei,
spinal fluid drained from his right ear and his swollen
tongue forced its way out of his mouth

“It was the worst case of radiation injury I've ever
seen in my career,” said Dr. William M. Wara, a San
Francisco oncologist who examined Dwight before he

~died. “I can only describe it as hornble. ... Youcan...
describe him as someone who had a nuclear reactor
accident or an atomic bomb exposure.”
~.Dwight's mother, Barbara, watched her son die. “1
made sure to hug him and kiss him.” she said.
-“Dwight's face was disfigured and his tongue was so
fat he looked like a little monster. He really looked
grotesque and he knew it, but I wanted him to know
that we loved him."

Dwight diea of radiation-induced respiratory failure
on Aug. 21, 1988. By then, he bore little resemblance
to his twin brother, Dwayne. Three weeks of acciden-
tal doubie doses of cobait-60 radiation at Alta Bates
Medical Center in Berkeley, Calif, had bumed him
beyvond recognition.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and its
state counterpart, the California Radioclogic Heaith
Branch, never knew Dwight Golstein existed, al-

, though his death should memorialize him as the only
person in California known to have died from a medi-
cal overdose of radiation.

Until recently, the NRC also was unaware of the
over-radiation of Jean Matalik, a medical secretary

+ who commutted suicide in 1989 after a doctor at Ohio
Valley Hospital in Steubenwille burned a hole in her
chest while treating her for breast cancer. Nor did the
agency know that Flonda resident Connie Norns was
forced to give up her twin sons for adoption after radi-
ation treatments in 1984 left her quadnplegic.
Although the NRC was created Oct. 11, 1974, “to0
protect the public health and safety” by regulating the
cvilian uses of nuclear matenals, it has no record of
- scores of deaths and serious injunes caused by radia-
. tion oncology in the United States.
{ That 1s partly because the NRC's 3.335 employees
spend well over 80% of their time, energy and £512
builion budget regulating nuciear power plants. the
Hailures of which have potentially catastrophic health

gepercussions.
o

-t B, .

Davis

Wendliing

An extensive effort

Plain Dealer reporters Dave Davis and Ted
Wendling traveled from San Francisco to Bur-
gettstown, Pa., and from Washington, D.C., to
West Palm Beach, Fla., to gather records and
conduct interviews for this series. They inter-
viewed more than 150 peupie, including doctors,
lawyers, government officials and radiation vic-
tims. Brynne Shaw photographed the victims
and their families.

The reporters gathered more than 10.000
pages of court records, inspection reports and
investigative files kept by the U.S. Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commussion and numerous Ltate agen-
cles,

They filed more than 100 requests under the
federal Freedom of Information Act and state
public records laws. including numerous ap-
peals when documents were denied. One of the
appeals prompted the NRC to reverse its policy
of withholding the names of people who have
died.

The reporters also used a computer to analy—=
and search more than 1.5 mllion NRC records.
Olivia Wallace provided research and library as-
sistance. This series was directed by City Editor
John Griffitn.

But even at the nation’s most serious reactor ace
dent — the March 1973 meitdown at Three Mile Islan
in Middletown, Pa. — no deaths or senous injurie
have been proven. Critics say that raises question
about the NRC", allocation of resources because les
than 5% go toward the regulation of medical institu
tions,

SEE ERRORS/15+
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| This is how Dwight Golstein looked a few weeks before he died of
a radiation overdose. Holding his hand is his mother, Barbara.
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Maryland hushed up
20 patients’ deaths

PLA DEAER AESORTER

In Octoner 1988 oMcals & 3
Marvianu hospoai informed the siale
thet 20 pauenis had des alter sy
GENtalY eowiving Dverooses of o
balt radiation

Another 1D palients who unger
WeTH TROIALIOT LNETIPY (0f DIRI Can-
cer AIso Nad Teoeived doses that ex
teeded (herr preschpuons v THG
oilicsais 31 Sacrwe riear Hospua o
Cumberians oid the Maryiand De-
partment i the Eaviranment

g Pl State
the US Nuciear Reguiaicry Com
MISSIOn — Megning the state fills the
KRC3 role i ne wenming and 10
SpeCuon Of NUCIeRT MEETIR Oher
than power pianty — the tiate » Rag-
shopice Health Frogram cegan an -
vestigalion

What did o fied* Marviand au
RS will never g now

in what 3 spoesman for the Exv-
ronmen  epartment called The
wepdest Ung [ ve seen unoe v
Deen nere  the Marviend atiomey
penernl 5 office ngwae an agreement
wiin Sacrect Heart i (580 piedging
At Al recorus of the nvelganon
oLl e wrifiteid from anvone wno
was nola st ol it

The state further promussd not 1o
PUbGTUe e ageenvent or & 48500
fine of the hospital for fasling 1
Promptly repon (e overaoses.

The agresmen) aiso reguired
i the evenl 4 request unoer ine
siate s Pubine lniormation At fnmed
asciosure of e mete ensience of
Une agTETment Lhe Siale wouis nofy
Sacred Heart W aliow the hospial w
ke whauever aouon oL deems ap
POPTIRLE 10 PIOLect 48 sl

The resull has been @ news black-
aul of what anpears 10 e the most
RN0US  TRRUON  mevtomt n the
suae s rusiory  Sacved Mean officals
WOMAD ok CIsTuss The heroees. and
Nett ¥ Quimer. he  asssam
Maryiand  avomey gemeral  who
ugned the agnemenl. s the siate
s “satishied woth the outcome of
U STV BCTHN

Duinter would et decuss that
TauOn. DUl e ihe slale never g
WIS WOEIRTT or how  many
SERIN: wrre chused by 1he tospial s
vrror

i Marviand had been one of the 2] states —
including Ohio -— reguiated by the NRC, most of
the records pertaining to the 20 deaths at Sacred
Heart would be available under the federat
Freedom of Information Act. Medicai consumers
then could decide whether Sacred Heart and the

state acted responsibly

1f Marviend nad been one of the 21

Rules — rclaing Uhio — reguisied
by the NRC most of e recaras per-
Wirung © the 20 demihs o Secred
Heart would be sveisble under e
federn Pressom of Information Act
Medical consumers then could de
iz whether Secred Hesrt and the
FUALE MU0 TESTREIMY Y

Pauentt aiso are deprved of im-
portant ronsumwey  informauon  De-

man was convieued in (88 on felony

NRC consiers one of the lop reci-
ogiel health pragrams i the coun-
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ense
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ficialiy that someoody & & bad actor
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Radiation and you

FAGENOn o Dan of The STvDnrenY aIGune Us. 11 BOMGEr
TWDUSTIOU DU MBS &1 VIR TEADING ITOIM NASTRENS T 385

10 etha

SN MERSUTE X -TBY OF GRS TACBANON I Unie Cane
TOEDBNS TN U USeC 10 SXDHTRSE T QUANTY Of radang
TR 1S (D0 TR [IOANTORN sOUVRME man) The annua
PETTHESDE OCOUDEDONG GOSE Of WHOM-DODY TRGDION 15 5
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have 8 comona record. Wood sad S Fwal TREBON. ICHIING TBONN BXDOS.
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overdose at Alla Bates ilechcal Cone
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ey were unaware of the dewth tul
Al N0 IPONSIUTY W InVesugate
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ke s got a imied buliget and hires
Peope wivo aren | very guaifed you
00 D W & Dotesess program L3
not very gontd and o doesnt do &
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like W see every stale becor
regulaied. but resize some
sy can t afford o operate



No such

as safe dose,

maintains victim of cancer

FROM 1 A

He went 10 Cvung. Burma eng in
Gl where he Ty 0 Al Aur
Forces inteligence ouning Workl War
1L Then o the 4in, after seturning
w Cleveand. 2 doctor discoversd
Sin CRNTET SRLING FWRY &1 T NosE

Todey. more nan 100 surgenes
ey, 6 cwries sam

camed hu nose and dusfigured hn
‘ace He was overgoses with SO Mt
ralislor as & yeung man that any
AMOUN! DO — even frem Rl
OMPOPS —- (3 POTONLALY GRIEeTOU
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POINL DRDITUIETY B8 1L TPIALES 10 low
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fr pving Xorave byl theres o
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Eemia
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1008 e never goang W see the Can
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once fesulted o death o ampulas
won
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NRC acknowledges death caused by radioactive iridium-192
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gram since 1968." saud Donaid Bunn,
& semuor health physicist.

“It's a copout.” Dr. Sidney M.
Wolfe, dwector of Public Citizen
Health Research Group. said of the

In recent years, the NRC has been
at loggerheads with agreement-state
program directors. many of whom
believe the agency is a dictatonal Big
Brother. Although NRC audits have
criticized states for not passing com-
patibie regulations, the NRC has
never decertified 2 program against a
state's will.

“Reporung misadminustrations is
just one of the things states have
heartburn over.,” said Creta Dicus,
directar of Arkansas’ Divisior of Ra-
diztion

penaity on top of what has occurred.
We're lucky. We know the NRC fines
2 lot, as do other states, but we
haven't had t0.”

Representatives of the nuclesr
e i- Lo | B o roteriies b2
resent any intrusion by government,
are spiit over whether the NRC or
the states do a better regulatory job.

“Agreement states can be a boon

C
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Dosage in rems

throughout Our iives at levels ranging ITom harmiess 10 cangerous
10 iethal.

Scentists measure X-ray or gamma radiation in units called
roenmgens. The unit used 10 express the

recene s the rem (roenigen sguivaient man). annual
permessibie occupational dose of whole-body

of ragiation you
radiation is 5 rem.

Effects & exposures

D <001  Gamma ray expcsure from TV per
year. .

002-.003 . Gamma ray exposure at Perry plant
T T she boundary per year.

1,000 Death within 30 days. .
-
SOURCE. Natona Councs on Ragkanon Protecton 8nd Messunaments. PO
Naborw Acagemy of Scences
aum;:dbr.azr‘ymﬁnﬁ.; approach is, ] dont know what's
Louss radiologist and chairman of  reaily going but let's regu-
the NRC's Advisory Committee on . LI

the Medical Uses of Isotopes. “1f you
end up with enlightened regulators,
who are willing 10 talk with the med:-
cal folks and really understand their
provlems and try 10 have an appro-
priate regulatory balance. then ...
you can achieve a comfortable gtatus.

“The bust part would be if your
state’s ot g hivrred hudeet and Himee
peupie wno aren L very qualiies . you
end up with & hopeless progrs - [t's
not very good and it doess o a
good job of protecung the pec . Or,
WOrse yet, you get peopie whose only

late the heil out of them." They be-
come irrational.”

NRC cofficials eventually wouid
like 10 see every state become seli-
regulated, but realize some stales
simply can't afford to operate strong
programs.

- —

able, " Kammerer said. “It i5 an op- |
tion .. . but we're not out beating the
bushes w0 tell everybody 10 become
an agreement state.”
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LETHAL DOSES RADIATION THAT KILLS

Maryland hushed up
20 patients’ deaths

By TED WENDUNG
AN DEALER REPORTER If Marviand had been one of the 21 states —
IR Dohr 1068, oiics & 8 including Ohio — regulated bv the NRC, most of
g coed aher aecy.  the records pertaining to the 20 deaths at Sacred
Heart would be available under the federal
Freedom of Information Act. Medical consumers

derally recerving overdoses of co-
alt radsation

Another 15 patient® who under-
wernt radiation ‘.mra*x for brain can-
cer alsc hat reveived doses that ex-
ceeded thewr prescripuons by 7%,

fheials at Sacred Heart Hospital 1n
Cumberland told the Maryland De
partmen! of the Environment.

Because Maryland has a so-called
agreement stale” relationship with
the US Nuociear Regulatory Com-
missian — meaning the state fills the
NRC's role in the lLicensing and in-
specuon of nuciear matenals other
than power plants — the siate's Rads-
siogical Health Program began an in-
veStIgauon

What did it find® Maryiand ab-
zens will never know

nmwhata
ronmem

spokesman for the Enwe
Department called “the
weiwrdest tung ['ve seen since I've
neen nere” the Marviand atiomey
general's office signed an agreement
with Sacred Heart in 1588 piedging
that all records of the investugalion
would be withheld from anyone who
was nom 3 “subject” of it

The state further prooused not 0
publicize the agreement or a $8.500
fine of the hospital for faling o
promptiy report the overgoses.

The zpgreement also required that
n the evemt a reguest under the
te's Public Information Act forced
disciosure of the mere exstence of
ihe agreement. the stzie would noufy
Sacred Heart to ailow the hospital 1o
ke “whalever acuon it geems ap-
propoate 1o protect its intecest”

The renuit has been a news black-
it of what appears 1o be the most
enous radimtion modent in the
siate's hustory. Sacred Hean officials
R CisCuss the (‘\"‘S Oses. and

inter, the 3
anorney general
the agreemenil. Sai0 the state

fied with the oulcome o

Guinter would not G iseuss that
acuon, byt sag the state never oe
wrmmned whether, or how many
Ansrbr e manenst By the heveratal €

then could decide whether Sacred Heart and the

state acted rezponsibly.

“It's guestionable whether they
rontnbuted 1o the deaths of 20 peo
pie.” he swd. “That's one of the am-
mguities of ths case.”

though the Natwonal Governors

Association has called the NRCs
agreement-state program “one of the

most successful siatefederal parn-
nerstups vet established ™ the Sacred
Heart sage pomnts up what cTiucs say
s just one of the program's many
problems.

If Maryland had been one of the 21
states — including Ohio — regulated
ty the NRC. most of the records per-
waning t© the 20 deaths at Sacred
Heart would be avz.ivhle under the
{egderal Freeaom of Information Act
Medical consumers then could de
cide whether Sacred Heart and the
slate acted responsibly. -

Patients ziso are deprived of um
portant consumer informaton  be-

cause of 3 wide vanance In reguls- -
uons from state to state. and between -

agreement states and NRC-regulsted
swates. Also. states and the NRC oflen
don't share information.

For msiance. patients at the Diag-
nosuc Clinic of Houston might want
10 kmow that the clink's radiation
safery officer, Dr. Maynard 1. Free
man. was convicted in 1968 on felony
counts reiaung W concealing evr
dence ang faiting to report radiation
overdoses al the Velerans Admiras-
traton Medical Cemier in Hines. IIL

But they don't, and neither does
1he Texas Bureau of Radiauon Con-
trol. which rebeensed Freeman

After being fired by
man moved from 1 5. an NRC-
regulated state, 1w Texas, an
arreement siate that has what the
NRC considers one of the 1wop ragol-

oral Hhea! e -
al hea OTOETAMS !

the VA, Free

the foun-
ones .w, i*vf man s a-uaemsc a»...un
cauons, ioung them n order and s
sued tum & radicactive matenals li-
rense

fically that somebady 15 3 bad actor,
we don’t dig into their background,”
saxd David Wood, @ radiation Licens-
Ing reviewer in Texas

Not only does the bureau notl dig
into apphicants backgrounds, appli-
cants aren 1 even asked whether they
have a cniminal record, Wood said
And the NRC has no mechanism
dissemmate that information o slate
programs or hospials, concedes Car-
iton C. Kammerer, director of the
NRC's Office of State Programs. .

“It cemainly sounds to me Lke
we'd be delighted to share that kind
f mnformation.” said Kammerer. &
former defensive end for the Wash-
ingion Redskins. “There may bc s
gap there that needs 1o be filled™

Another gap exisis in the .\'RCs
enforcement of its so-called misad-
munistration reporing rule. |

The rule sets strict standards™un" -
der which medical institutions must
report musadministralions — over
doses, underdoses and other radis-
uon errors. The NRC gives siate-run
programs three vears 10 pass Mompat-
ible standards. 31
-

But states don't always do it “

California. for instance. waited 10
vears, until October 1588 10 pass a
reporting rule. Conseguently, the
cate’s Radiologic Health Hranch
doesn’t know that S-yearold Dunght
Golstein died from & hupe radiation
overdose &t Alta Bates Nedical Cen
1er in Berkeley i 1988

Radivlogic health officals
they were '.mawa-e of the death but
hag no responsiinlll O nvestgate it
because Califormia's reporung rule

Saig

recorgs showed thet no one in Cab-
forrus had ever died of an acuie med-
ical overdose of radiation.

“There s never been & death that |
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No such

as safe dose,

maintains victim of cancer

FROM/1-A

He wemt 1 China Burma and in-
dia. where he served in Army Al
Forves imelipence dunng Vorid War
Il Then. in the §0s, after remurning
w Cleveland. 3 docior discovered
skin cancer eaung away &t hus nose.

Todav, more than 100 surgenes
later, Hughes, 76 carmes scars
caused by the canver thet evemually
clammed his nose and disligured his
face. He was overdosed with so much
redizlion as & young man that any
amount now — even from natural
sources — is poenually dangerous

“When | hear the term ‘safe expo-
sure.' | wance” he smd ] maintstn
ihere £ 1o safe EXposUre 10 raALION.
That s because it's cumulative ™

Although no other carcinogen has
teen stuthed as mniensively as radis-
uon. saentists disagree on that
pont, partcularty &s 1t relaes w low
jevels of radston. While some be-
Lieve jow doses pose no nisk what
soever, others are convinoed — &S 5
wrue of lead — that there is 2 linewr
progression in which the body’s toxe
burgen increases with each dose.

“Dociors have zll sorts of reasons
for pving Xowys, bt there's mo
econamy of thought going mw this
process: ‘Am | doing this patient any
good™ " saxd Dr. Alice Stewart an
epideruoiogist at the Universaty of
Birmimgham i England Stewsrt's
langmark resemrch in the 1850s
found that even one X-ray o » fetus
doubled the nsk of contracung lew-
kemia

“Doctors would argue that i's
worth the nsk ... and nght now the
Amencan dociar s under nlense
pressure 10 over-X-rav the patient be
cause of (the fear of) malprartce.”
sad Stewart “And since it's aimost
certain that the cancers are not going
1o surface for many vears. the doc-
107 &7t never goIng 1o see the can-
vers they cause.™

Most doctors, however, say the
benefits of radiclogy far outweigh
the risks and that the incidence of e
diaton-induced cancer 1s small

“We're atways dealing with nsk/
benefit. The rule ] use 1s 1f it's 3 diag-
nostic test that's indicated. 1t should
be done with the lowes: actuevabie
aose. but 1t shouid be done.” saud Dr.
Philp N. Cascade. & Michigan rudiol
onst and chaurman of the Amencan
Coliege of Raciology s qualbity assur.
ance commuttee. “There s no author-
1y in the worid that can szy with cer-
LAINTY how MAnY CRnoeTs are gang 1o
be mngduced in women over 40 by ex-

once resulied in death or amputa-
non.

i
|

§§?{?
1181
il
it

issues, they overre
think 1t has 10 do with those o

the field not doing 2 good Job ©
ing sbout the facs.

“When we siarted using rad
larcu_od:hmndﬂu‘tm

Dinhcthernd-miad

When The Piain Dealer filed &
Freeoom of Informauon At ree
gues! asking for all records of pe-
uent Geaths resulung from radis-

uon overegxsures & 2 US
hospitals, the Nuciesr Regulsory
Commussion responded June § that
I was “no an possession of doou-
ments sutpest 1o your FOIA re
quest”

Although PD reponers insisied
1hat the sgency must be mustaken,
RO sookesman Dick Lavins saud

swndrome.” according % NRC
spokesman Karl Abranam.

Both the NRC and the Food and
Drug Admimstrauons Center for
Devices and Radwiopical Health
are invesugaung he apparem faii.

NRC acknowledges death caused by radioactive iridium-19%

ure of 3 machine that was used
surprcally implant the midum i
w&m‘sm

&Zencies aiso are invesug:
INg & Separawe inodent mvolving |
apparently dentical machine fa
ure Mondey in wiuch & pece of 11
dium broke off inside & patient du
Ing & surgical procedure al U
Greawer Prsburgh Cancer Cene
In tha case. Abraham smd the ¢
cium was mmediately  remov
and the pauent was not expecied
suffer any agverse effects.
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Radiaticn mistakes

| HOSDItAIS Thal Teponed e MOST rAgENoN erTors On DADeNtS
between 1983 ang 1991.

- - — LT g — — —

- et . Number of

2 - -—l m'
e ey -
Hospitsl e 2 NS

Davis Memonal Hosottal. Elkns, W. Va 47
Villiam Beaumont Army Meacal Center. £/ Pase. Texas 29
Milwaukee County Mecical Compiex. Mitwaukee 23
20
20

Mavo Clinic Foungation. Rochester. Minn,

B3 Washington Unnersty Medical Camter, St Lowis 19
Thomas Jetferson University Hosoital, Philadeiphia 19
D Washingron Hosoral enter, Wasnington, D.C. 18
Gracuate Hospral, Philadetphia 18
Fox Chase Cancer Cemer, Philaceihis __ =®
Yale-New Haven Hospital, New Haven, Conn. @ 18
Marshfield Clinic, Marstfieks, Wis. — — 18
EE] Ohio State Universaty Hosottai. Calumbus - 17
E_cnmcum.awwva 15
St Francis-St. George Hospral, Cincinnat 13
Toledo Hospital, Tokedo PR

University of Cincinnati Medical Center, Cincinnatik ~ 13

NOTE Fgures are for 2200 ROSISIRIS P Drectics nuciea’
TR BN0 TRBRNOT Ry 1§ SIS reguemec Dy the NRIC,

COMING uP

SOURCE U.S Nucesr Reguiarory Comemsson

-

3]
medicine has benefited from the ex-

lawsuns mvohrmf -
rors. * ‘Where do [ go? Do you want
me to lie down on thus table™

“There's a lot of trust that you put
in those doctars.”

Tragedies
across Ohio
and the U.S.

TOMORROW: A senes of
blunders at the Cleveland
Clinie in May 1981 led 0 2
record third fine by the
NRC and prompted a top
climc official to cail the in-
sutution's radiation safety
program an embarrass.
ment. 50 the cliruc fled its
problem: It fired the radia-
uon safety officer. who had
been complainung about vi-
olations for years.

"TUESDAY: The nation's
worst Tadiation therapy
disaster occurred at River-
side Methodist ¥ spitals in
Columbus in 1975-76. A)-
though more than 400 peo-
ple recerved radiation over-
doses and at least 28 died,
the NRC's medical consui-
tant shut down his inguury
because he didn't want o
expose the hospital to mal-
pracuce lawsusts.

WEDNESDAY: - Jean
Matalik doesn't show up in
NRC records as a radiation
therapy casuaity because
she ok her own life after
her doctor burned a hole in
her chest Neither does
Stella Johnsuon, even
though a radiation over-
dose killed her. They are
among hundreds of people
who are overdosed in our
naton's hospitals each
year.

THURSDAY: NRC inves-
tigators have caught doz-
ens of hospital officials ly-
ing, faisifying records and
covering up radiation over-
doses. Yet only three peo-
ple have been comvicted of
crimes and no one has ever
gone to jail. Some sull
work at the same hospitals.

e ———————
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LETHAL DOSES =
Unless a patient’s distress

medical errors are
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_LETHAL DOSES ;

Unless a pahent’s dlstréss is 1mmediate,
medical ez YTOrs are hkely to be overlooked
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Imterviews and Freedom of Infor-
mauon Act requests found NRC offi-
cials unabie to 1dentify a single fatal-
ity. A computer search of the
agency's own database iocated just
two.

Radiation experts claim the annuai
number of deaths actually 15 in the

- thousands, but that they rarely are
directly attnbutable to radiation be
rause radiation-induced cancers are

Dindistinguishebie from other cane
Cers.

Some of the radiation errors are
made in medical institutions known
10 have excellent radiation safety
programs. But most occur in hospi-
tals where radiation safety s ne-

glected, underfunded and, in some “veiEries

‘we&cpmlyworm

¢ The PD probe found a vast array of
" diagnostic and therapeutic blunders
routinely deemed 1o be incontequen-
' tial uniess paterts show uamediate
signs of distress. That rarely happens
~because radiauon injumes usually

- overdoses to the NRC and then lie or
iry to cover up nuciear meditine pro-
- gram deficiencies. Other cases reveal
, doctors implicated in ciminal mis-
_And civil fines are so low they em-
barrass agency officials.

‘The NRC doesn'tdo :
» anything to protect "'*%
 patients.’

weal Yumned 2l those peonle un and
the NRC didn't do anythung 1o them.
They found two (actually three) viola-
tions, insignificant stufl. One was far
® MISSING S1gn on a door.”

-

Sl 2. o
— Walter |, Wolske 34 -
Cohmbmhm’,'

" - o
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Harbor
‘Medical Center and one of the NRC's
mest stndent critics. “All they do is
baby-sit 100 (actually 112) dying nu-
clear power plants.
“You dont have a federal regula-
101y agency reguiauing orthopedic
surgeons 10 make sure that every

®)

AR
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VAN SELIN: “We take the view that probably 80 or 80 percent of
. receive a level of care we would be

- the people who are treated .
wy pleased with.”

gw they set is done right. God help
dicine if every field were to have a
ch of useless regulators like the

*Many serious radiation injuries
never come t0 the NRC's attentioa.
in part, that's because hospitais don't
have to report therapeutic overdoses
&s long as the totwz! dose the patient
Peceives doesn’t exceed the pre
scribed dose by more than 20%. That

“The NRC is made up
of a bunch of leftover
people from the
nuclear power industry
who don't have
anything to do.’

— Dir. Carol S. Marcus,
UCLA-Harbor Medical Center

1$ true even in cases where the pre-
seribed dose exceeds sl recognized
medical standards of care.

Although the NRC reguires hospi-
tals to report radiation “misadminis-
trations” — NRC lingo for overdoses,
underdoses and unintended doses —
it has no national data on hospital ra-
diation errors because it doesn't re-
quire the 29 seif-regulated states to
report them

Data on the 21 agency-regulated
states — which include Ohio — show
that about 475 patients a year are vic-

P

tims of such radiation errors. Scien-
tists at the National Council on Radi-
ation Protection and Measurements, |
an independent research agency, es-|
timate the number nationally atl
s.gatly over 1,400 a year.

At best. that's a rough estimate,
said Harmet Karsgiunmis, an NRC
data analyst.

“We haven't come up with any
conclusions because it's impossible,” '
she saud.

Conciusions also are impossible |
because the NRC repeatedly hay de- |
clined to regulate devices such as X- |
ray machines and supervoltzge lLin-
ear accelerators, which are com-
monly used in cancer therapy and
produce the same kind of radiation
as the cobalt unnt that killed Dwight
Golstein. Overdoses involving X-rav
usuts and accelerators are not re
7uired to be reported. except in a few
states, unless the error involves a
machine malfunction and the patient |
dies or is seriously injured.

The reported percentage of radia-
tion errors 1s small when compared
with the roughly 7 million diagnosuc |
procedures and 180,000 therapy pro-
cedures performed annually in the
Unned States. But critics question
the accuracy of NRC statistics be-
cause the agency does such a poor
job of keepuig data on the most seri-
ous errors — those that resuit in
death.

“It's not just that they're not re-
porting the msadminustrations:
they're not reporung the deaths,

“Translate that into English and what the NRC is saying is that nobod) has |

.ever gotten fatal acute radiation sickness. Weil, most of the people w ho
die from radiation exposure don 1 dze 'mmed:ateh other than the people
who were in the closest circle of Firoshima and Nagasaki.’

e D1 5.dney M. Wolfe, director. Public Citizen Health Research Group
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Dwight's doctor and the West
Coast Cancer Foundation in San
Francisce., which did the computer
calculations for Dwaght's radiation
therapy, have paid $500.000 1o settle
lawsunts. Last Monday, the last de
(-naar!L Alta Bates Medical Center,

settled for an undisclosed sum. . ﬂ;,‘

and Golstein

use the hos-

Guoistemn. Tt

10 protect the

W R neaith

.’N'*ph’ was autistic
particularly bitte
pital's lawver questioned her charao
terization of the quality of Dwight's
lfe and their relationsiup oy

‘They wanted 1o know how it was |
could

have as normal a relationship
with ua gnt as with my other chil
dren,” sad Golstein, who i1s seph
rated and has four other children.
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LETHAL DOSES
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Ligs,

crimes
— and

nobody
goes
to jail

PLAIN DEALER REPOARTERS

it's a long way from Ronce-
verte, WVa, 10 Ketchikan,
Alaska, and that's the way Dr.
Terry D. Lesko likes it.
'

It was just over two vears
ago that Lesko was forced to
resign as the stafl radiologist
and radiation safety officer at
Humana Hospital-Greenbrier
Valley in scenic southern West
Virginia. The area is best
known for the Greenbrier ho-
tel. a luxury resort recently re-
vealed as the site of a secret
underground bunker members
of Congress had built for them-
seives i the event of a nuciear
war,

Whistle-blower
Al Humana, just a few miies
away, Lesko was a casualty of a
nuciear medicine war.

After blowing the whistle in
1950 on Humana's third nu-
clear medicine scandal in
seven years. Lesko moved to
Alaska, where he works as a ra-
diologist at Ketchikan Genersl
Hospital. Still, he worries that
there will be reprisals for hav-
ing notified the U.S. Nuciear
Begulatory Commssion that
uniicensed physicians  were
~ performing nuciear medicine
procedures at Humana.,

“"Humanz 1s very, verv pow-
erful,” Lesko said. “They are
the single most powerful med-
cal corporation in the country.
} hwe 1 be careful about what

say.”

FRONT [fRCE

ThE FLAIN DEALER. THURSOAY, Loltiwben |

let L

Although former Humana
Executive Director Gregory L
Gibson and Associate Director
Sherley Ward Jr. also resigned
after an imvestigation by the
NERC's criminal division found
that they had “neglected to
prowvide complete information”
1o the NRC, the Humana scan-
dal was typical of NRC hospital
probes in that it produced far
;nore sound than regulatory

ury.

The probe disclosed that Hu.

- mana officials provided inaccu-

rate and faise information and
withheld part of a physics con-
sultant's report that recom-
mended Humana's nuclear
medicine  department  be
closed unless sertous deficien-
cies were

Additionally, Gibson and
Ward admitted that four boxes
of admimistration files were de-
stroyed during the probe, NRC
records show.

a |'DI"0|. it
For those vioEuons and oth-
ers, Humana Inc. — whose

78-hospital chain showed proi-
its of $282 miilion during the
1982 fiscal ycar — paid a
$21.500 fine. It was the third
largest fine ever ievied by the
NRC against a2 medical institu-
tion.

Humana spokesman William
Shires would not discuss those
or past violations, saying sim-
ply that the hospital was “com-
mitted 10 complying with the
NRC's regulations "

While NRC investigations of
medical institutions have re-
peatedly substantiated allega-
tions that hospital personnel
throughout the country led,
{aisified records or failed 10 re-
port radiation cverdoses, no
one has ever gone to jail as a
result of an NEC probe, a Plain
Dealer  investigation  has
found.

Since 1982, the NRC has re-
ferrd 18 hospital investiga-
tions 1o the Justice Depart-
ment for criminal prosecution.
As a result, only three peepic
have been prosecuted ana all
were convicted.

SEE DECEIVE/16-A
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Doctors deceive probers, hospitals
hide facts — and no one is jailed

FROM/1-A

A fourth defendant, Dr. Charles
E. Weinstein, former chief of radi-
ology 8t Humana-Greenbner Val-
jey. had his record expunged in
1888 by going through a federal
program for first-time offenders.
Weinstein was charged after three
physicians told the NRC they fals:
fied records at his request to get
Weinstein's name added to Hu-
mana's nuclear materials license,
NRC ;ecords show. The three phy-
sicians were not charged.

NRC investigators say the lack
of prosecutions is frustrating but
understandable.

“Who's going to put a doctor in
jail?" said Roger A Fortuna, dep-
uty director of the NRC's Office of
Investigations,

In the place of criminal prosecu-
tions. the NRC's investigations and
enforcement offices have resorted
1o using press releases and cvil
fines to punish medical Jawbreak-

“The first guestion hospital bi-
censees ask is, ‘Are you going to
have a press release? " sad James
Lieberman, director of the Office
of Enforcement. “The second thing
they ask is, 'Are you going 10 155U€
a civil penaity? They dont like
any fine because any fine puts the
hospital in the public domain .
and they want to be perceived — as
they are in most cases — as an in-
dustry that's trying to serve the
pubilic.”

Of the two, Lieberman and other
NRC officials consider the press re-
lease 1o have more punttive valve,
in part because fines are so low.

Particularly embarrassing 10
NRC officials is a fine they 1ssued
in an industrial case in 1890 —
$875 against General Motors Corp.
for losing 2 gauge CoTLaimIng ra-
dicactive cestum. “TH bet that
realiv broke the bank” quipped
NRC public affairs officer Diane
Screnci

Among the 134 fines issued 10
medical msttutions between 1680
and September 1282, 116, or B7%.
were $5000 or less. Penalties
against operators of nuclear power
plants, which the NRC also regu-
lates, are considerably higher. in-
cluding seven fines of $100,000 or
more last year alone

“Most of our medical hicensees
are non-profit organizations.” said
NRC Charman Ivan Selin
“They re having a tough time mak-
ing ends meet. You don't want 10
fine (a hospital) a million doliars

_ unless there's some malfea-
sance there, not just careiessness.

“On the other hand, the
amounts do seem awfully small
Theydosmnukelshyonmc
wrist.”

Dr. Edward G. Allen, radiation
safety officer st Alleghany Re-
gponal Hospital in Low Moor, Va.,
didn't even get a slap on the wrist
when he admitted falsifying Wein-
ctein's credentials at Humana. No
charges were filed against him.

Allen was one of several physi-
cians who railed against unethical
lawyers when the NRC first pro-
posed a rule in the late 1§70s that
now requires hospitals to report
certain radiation ¢rvors 1o patients
and the NRC.

“1 feel that a report should not
be given to the patient ... as this
would simply lead to nitiation of
malpractice suits ..." Allen wrote
in an angry July 27. 1878, letter 10
the NRC. “Under this proposal and
the Freedom of Information law,
we now have any lawyer that can
symply request 10 the public mter-
estncopyofsnchareponl.,and
then proceed o contact the pa-
tients involved to intiate malprac-
tice procedures.”

But Allen wasn't nearly as con-
corned about medical ethics in
1985. when Weinstein asked 3 fa-
vor of his old friend. Allen filled
nyt & form in which he falsely
claimed that Weinstemn had com-
pleted 220 hours of clinical train-
ing under Allen's supervision,
NRC records show.

“it's closed now as far as the
NRC s concerned,” Allen said
when contacted by The PD. “Since
it's a closed matter, I'm not going
1o discuss it.”

Many iawvers who specialize in
medical malpractice rriticize the
NRC for being oo lement. But al-
most all nuclear medicine profes-
cionals consider the agency 100 ag-
gressive

“1 think one of the key issues,
rightly or wrongly, is that the NRC
is viewed by many people in the
medical community 2s being ex-
cessively adversanal in terms of
the way they deal with peopie,”
swid Dr Barry A Siegel. a St. Lous
radiologist and chairman of the
NRC's Advisory Commitiee on the
Medicai Uses of Isotopes.

“They seem 1o be interested in
working hard to find the bad
apples. fine them. put them out of
business. punish them and expose
them to public ridicuie through
press reieases — as opposed 10 be-
ing a little bit more collegial. . .

“1f 1 were to pick @ single thing
that has irked people ... it would
be the notion that by turning on
the regulatory screws, that some-
how the NRC would make the
practice of nuclear medicine fail-
safe. You cant do it Medicine
can't be made failsafe.”

Although hospital officials feel
burdened by the paperwork the

{RC imposes, the agency's recoras
show 1t rarely turns on the regula-
tory screws. And even when it
does. hospitals often don't follow
up with administrative sanclions.

Of the three people who were
convicted as a result of NRC hospi-
tal probes, two are still practicing
— one st the same hospital at
which he worked when he was Con-
Vi

That doctor, Glenn B. Mather,
intentionally failed to report four
overdoses of radiopharmaceutical
drugs because he thought it in-
volved “too much paperwork and
red tape,” according 10 8 1685 NRC
investigation report. Mather was
director of nuclear medicine and
the radiation safety officer at
Bloomington Hospital in indiana.

The investigation disclosed that
Mather made false statements,
withheid records and instructed
emplovees 1o lie 10 NRC investiga-
tore 10 impede their probe.

11 aiso found that hospital Presi-
dent Roland E. Kohr, who de-
fended Mather as a "man of integ-
rity,” provided false informaton |
when asked about one of the over- |
aoses. !
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If 1 were to pick a single thing that has irked
peonle . . . it inould be the notion that by
tarring on the regulatory screws, that
somehow the NRC would make the practice
of nuclear m.dicine failsafe. You can't do it.
Medicine . z«'t be made failsafe.’

— Dr. Barry A: Siegel, chairman, NRC advisory commitiee

——

Although Mather oleaded guilt
in 1888 in U.S. District Counf: ln):
cianapalis to a felony count of fail-
ing 1o repoit an overdose, he re-
mains at Bloomington Hospital as
a stafl radiclogist. He received a
smﬁ)pst‘?,m'led sentence and was fined

Kohr was not prosecuted and is
still president.

“Certainly, nothing's been kept
from anvbody,” said Blooming ion
lawver James L Whitlatch, who
represents the hospital. “People at
the hospital are aware of what the

charges were and Dr. Mather d
the debt he had 1o pay " i

When asked why the h ital's
ethics policy didn't cail for ather
and Kohr to be fired or disciplined,

“

‘The first question
hospital licensees ask
is, “Are you going to
have a press
release?" ’ The
second thing they ask
is, ‘Are you going to
issue a civil
penaity?" '

_ — lames Lieberman,
director, NRC Office of i

Enforcement

Whitlatch caid: “They understand
Dr. Mather made 3 mistake and
that he corrected 1t. ... I certainlv
don t think Mr. Kohr did anything
¢

Spokeswoman for the Indiana
Medical Licensing Board said no
action was taken by the state
against Mather because no one had
notified the board of his convie.
horn.

Eugene T. Pawlik. director of the
NRC § regional Office of Investiga-
tions i Glen Ellvn, ill., smd he
wasnt surprised 1 learn that
Mather sull worked a1 Bloom-
ington Hosptal,

“Not reallv. This is America,”
Pawlik saud. “T've been at this a
long time. .. If ] started worrving

about what happened to the people
we investigate, it would eat me

up

Conseguently, hospitais whose
employees have been implicated in
wrongdoing oflen don't worry ei-
ther

At Grant Memorial Hospital in
Petersburg, WVa. Dr. Karl J
Reckenthaler, the radiation safety
officer, admitted to NRC investiga-
tors that he allowed another doctor
o create records of never-held ra-
diation safety meetings for four
yvears because he considered the
mandatory meetings “just another
ridiculous government reguls-
Reckenthaler is still 2 staff radi-
ologist at Grant, which discont-
nued ils nuciear medicine program
as a result of the NRC investiga-
tion. Hospital adminmistrator Robert
Harman said he saw no need 1o
take disciplinary action against
Reckenthaier because the NRC
never did.

At Mercy Hospital in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa. an NRC investigation
found that Dr. Salvatore M. Impe-
rniale. the rzdiation safety officer,
toid & nuciear medicine technician
not 1o notify the NRC that a pa-
tient scheduled for a chest X-ray
had mistakeniy been given a dose
of a radiopharmaceutical drug
used for fiver scans

Although the NRC ordered Im-

periaie’s removal as the hospital's
radiation safety officer and sus-
pended him for one year, he s still
a staff radiologist at Mercy. Admin-
istrators taere would not comment.
but Imperiaie said they took no ad-
ditional disciphinary action aganst
him. He said he shouid have re-
ported the rmustake, but didn't be-
cause the dose “was really of no
consequence’ and hadnt harmed
the patient.

Likewise, administrators at Mil-
ford Memorial Hospital in Milfarg,
Del., never disciplined Radiation
Safety Officer Dr. Santos F. Del-
gado and Julie E Greenly, & nu-
clear medicine technologist, afier
Greenly and another technoiogist
admitted to NRC investigators that
they had not done dose-caiibration

-tests from May 1386 to December

1986. The technologists then falsi-
fied records 10 indicate that the
tests had been done.

Calibration tests, which take less
than a minute to perform, are de-
signed to ensure that doses of ra-
divactive drugs given to pauents
are accurate.

NRC investigators slso learned
that Delgado had not held NRC-
mandated radiation safety meet-
ings for at least 14 years. Instead.
he had instructed a secretary to re-
type the same minutes over and
over for distribution to ghost “par-
ucipants.”

One of those people was Dr.
/hraham J. Strauss, who replaced
b % w when the NRC ordered
Delgade removed as radiation
safety officer. Strauss told investi-
gators he never complained about
the falsified minutes because “it
was his (Delgado's) business and
responsibiity”

When asked why Delgado listed
him as attending the meetings,
Strauss told the NRC, “1 don't
kntnf. Maybe he needed 2 quo-
rum

Today. both Delgade and
Greenly remain on Mercy s staff.
Hospital spokeswoman  Dawn
Suitor said because the NRC took
acuon, the matter didn't warrant
further discipline by the hospital.

“There was no way that patient
care was neglected or impacied
from this." Suitor said. “Like all
hospitals, we have an ethics policy,
but the administration felt that the
NRC took theyr separate actions on
the matter.”

In other cases, the NRC has per-
mitted doctors it has accused of
wrongdoing 1o become lcensed
elsewhere.

In October 1986, six months af-
ter the NRC ordered Mather re-
oved as radiation safety officer at
B oomington Hospital, the agency
reacensed him at Morgan County
{ﬂemonal Hospital in Martinswilie,

nd.
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In another case. the University

of Cincinnati fired radiation eafety O . u-A e
olicer nenncin M. Fritz after a se- Ry ("’J
nies of NRC investigations found 3 Of.‘

numerous  violations. including
faiiare 1o adequately train empiov-
ces, losing radioactive material,
and improperiy disposing of radio-
aclive materiai in sanitary sewers
and trash.

Although the NRC commended
the umversity for its prompt ac-
tion, the agency allowed Friz 1o
serve in the same capacity at Mi-
ami (Ohio} University and at the
Veterans Administration Medicai
Center in Cincinnati,

Fritz is still the radiation safety
officer at the Cincinnati veterans
hospital.

When Fritz was fired in 1989, a
consultant warned university offi-
cals of senous deficiencies in the
radiation safety . The con-
sultant 2lso said there was @ sub-
stantial risk the university could
lose 1ts nuclear matenals license.

censed at Miami and UC. 4 2

in an interview. Fritz defended
his 20 years at UC, saying he ran 2
good radiation szfety program. He
said many of the universit y.‘::m»
lems occurred aller he left had
nothing to do with him.

“Keep in mind that they were
fined ($10.750) a year or two after |

while I was there. | never had 2
problem with the NRC™

Jason countered: “He was the
one who issued the directive. 1 did
what | did because he was my su-
Despite all the criticism of the
NRC. Lieberman, the ag s en-
forcement director, said the H 3
doing all it can to hive up 1o its mis-
sion 10 “protect the public health

“Obviously, there are only so
many resources, and this is a tight
area,” he said. “We would prefer 10
have more inspectors, but in this
day and age you can 't have that.

“What concerns me 15 we closely
regulate nuclear activities. What
happens n the rest of the medical
community that isn't ciosely in-

spected or regulated””
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Investigator

of tragedy
overdosed
poor patients

By DAV. CAVIS
PLAIN DEALER REFORTER
CidCINNATI

Everyone wanted Dr. Saenger.

Officials at the U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission wanted him 10
sart out the damage caused by the
worst radiation accident in modern-
day meaicinge

Admivastrators at Riverside Meth-
wdist Hospitals in Columbus, where
vhat accident occurred in 1975 and
1976. wanted him to help fix their
lowea radigtion safety program

And viciims and their families
wanted him 1o explain how patients
had died or been injured

Bul the research that established
Dr. Fugene L. Saenger as a leading
expert on the biological effects of ra-
diation also made him one of the
most controversial doclors n the
country

Just four vears carlier the presi-
dent of the University of Cincinnaty,
the schoul where Saenger laught ra-
diology, halted an 1l-yeva long ex-
periment Soenger had undertaken
for the Depariment of Defense's
atomic weapons program. The presi-
dent was reacung 10 conceras raised
by the school's facuity, the media
and Congress

In the experiment, SaCnger ox-

| poor, terminally ol cancer pa-
Senits 1o radiation at levaels compara

we expected to be found on

4 nuclear battictwela

in the carly years, patents were

told only that the radiation was 10
help treat their discase. Later, they
were asked 1o sign consent forms
that stated they were parucipating in
a “scientific investigation” that
would advance medicine and man-
Ki..Q

Critics charged that the sole pur-
pose of the resei ch was 10 heip the
Pentagon bett  understand the
physical and psychological effects of
radiation on the combat readiness of
Lroops.

Saenger, however, maintains that
the patients received the radiation
for medical reasons, 10 give them re-
lief from their cancers. The fact that
the research could be used by the
Department of Defense was Just an
added benefit, he saud

“1n terms of evaluating the effect
(of radiation; on the central nervous
cystem and judgment, these are
among the very few studies that have
ever been done, and they have been
used by various agencies in the De-
partment of Defense off and on for
years,” Saenger said in an imervien

“There have been very few peopie
with the vision 1o do what we did. |
don't make any apologies for 1t at all
{ think it was darn good work. The
only regret 1 have 15 that we dign 1 0o
more.”

Of the 87 people who took part in
the experiments, 84 were chanty pa
tients. and 61 were black. They had
an average schooling of five years
Their average 1Q was 86, well bulow
the national average of 100

1n an carly report, Suenger s team

Pq;‘s 0=
3T

stated that all of the paucnts weie in
“selatively good heaith” and not in
the final stages of their disease

Even so, 25 of them died within 60
days of receiving radiation lreal-
ments, according 10 the doctors’ re-
ports

Patients received up to 250 rads of
radiation — @ dose at which more
than 20% of them would be expected
1o die of severe infections resulting
from @& weakened immune system,
medical expers say

The doctors produced about 900
pages of reports for the Pentagon
The university medical center re-
cerved more than $850.000. Sacnger
sud the patients oll knew cxactly
what was being done to them, @ (-or;‘
tention others @t the university chal-
lenged

The university's Jumor Faculty
Association Committee investigated
the research, concluding in its 1972
report that “many patients in this
project paid severely for their partici-

pation and oflen without even Kknow-
ing that they were part of an expery
ment.”

The committee said 1t found no
evidence thal the experiments weie
linked to any sort of cancer study.

“We were firmly unammoeus in
saying that this could not go forward
unless 3t was changed drumatically,
said Dr. Edward P. Radford. who as
director of the university’s Kettering
Laboratory 100k nart in the review of
Saenger's rescarch, “And part of the

change meent that they would have
to carefuly explain 10 patients hat
this was not for their benetit and
that it was o significant radistion €x

posure that might  hasten  then
death.”

Radford, now retired and hving in
England, is -0 nternationally known
expert on the effects of radznion

‘We didn't feci that the Sseng
group was careful enough m expiain
Ing that this radiation was no!
really mtended as a treatment, that it
was really an expenment.”
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Chronology

September 1974 — Joel C. Axt, a
Rwersi;‘ie radiation ph)?icist,hbegxns
using the wrong type o paper
to calculate theastrength g'f‘tfw racfie&
active cobait used in the hospital's
cancer-treatment machine. The error
goes undetected unti]l January 1976,
resulting in radiation overdoses to
more than 400 patients treated with
the machine, .

March 1975-January 1976 — Phy-
sicians and a deputy coroner at Riv-
erside raise concerns in stafl meet-
inge about what they ::z are
excessive side offects from radiation
treatments. They are assured by ad-
ministrators that the burns and other
Kmhlcms result from differences in

ow individual patients tolerate radi-

ation.
Dec. 30, 1975 — Edna Gail Valen

tine, a 25-year-old elementary school
teacher from Columbus, dies of radi-
ation injuries. She is the first of at

least 28 Riverside patients to die

from the overdose,

Jan. 30, 1976 — Axt notifies hospi-
tal staff that patients have been over-
dosed. He blames the error on an
equipment malfunction.

Feb. 18, 1976 — The executive
committee of Riverside’s Board of
Trustees meets to discuss the overex-
posures. The committee decides to
hire consultants to review the over-
doses before notifying patients and
their doctors.

April 19, 1976 — Stories in Colum-
bus' two daily newspapers inform

Riverside patients for the first tirme
that they have received overdoses of
radiation. The stories say 275 pa-

tients were overdosed. “Some people -

may experience side effects,” a hos-

pital spokesman says, “but most peo-

pie have little, if anything, to worry
l : t »

That evening, at 1030, Agnes

. Carro, a 48-year-old mother of two,

dies st Riverside from radiation inju-
ries. At least four other Riverside pa-
tients have already died.

Media attention on the overdoses
pts the US. Nuclear Regulatory
mission to begin an investiga-

‘

April 21, 1976 — Dr. Eugene L.
Saenger, an NRC consultant and

®
:

of events at Riverside

leading expert on the biological el-
fects of radiation, arrives at River.
side to begin an investigation
Saenger immediately appears at a
news conference with Riverside offi-
cials and praises them for their quick
actions and conecern for patients.

May 6, 1976 — Axt admits to hospi-
tal officials that his error, not an

equipment malfunction, caused the i

overdoses. He also admits falsifying
mp.ul records to cover up his mis-

e

Aug. 16, 1976 — NRC releases re-
suits of its investigation: 413 patients
received radiation overdosgs of up {0
41%. The agency cites the ho:ﬁ_nh!
for three infractions, none of w

reiate to the overdoses. The h i

is required to correct vial -+ s,
¥

Hospital says issue long settledf

Riverside Methodist Hospitals
officials declined to discuss the
overexposures of 413 people at
their hospital in the mid-1970s.
The hospital's chief executive offi-
cer, Erie Chapman, issued a
statement that sgid:

“Partly as a resuit of this tng::
accident, we now have one of
safest and finest radiation depart-
ments in the country. Our depart-
ment continues to receive the

highest level of accreditation from” |~

the Joint Commission of Accredi-
tation” of Health Care iza-
tions and the American College of,

Radi s e

'%iu from this inci-
dent have long since been settled.
We have always felt that the best
remaining way to honor those
who suffered is to ensure that this
kind of problem could not recur.
We have done that"

e

.
125

ir

but no fine is issued. Dr. Laurence J
Fahey, the radiation oncologist who
oversaw the treatments, dies of a
hea:t attack the same day at age 37. |
April 18, 1978 — Riverside patho-
logist and Deputy Coroner Dr. Rob-
ert E Zipf Jr. resigns, saying the hos-

pital pressured him to darop hls: '_
radiation- ' -
deaths. in a speech at a national cor-4*,
oner's convention, Zipl had said at. -
jeast 10 people died from radistion’

investigation into the

overdoses. The NRC never attempted
to verity Zipf's finding : -

B0t "evé



Who were
the 28
who died?

More than 400 patients received
overdoses of radiation in the mid-
1870s duning cancer treatments i
Riverside Methorist Hospitals in Co-
lumbus,

US. Nuclear Reguiatory Commis-
sion officials say only two peopile
died of radiation injuries. A Plain
Dealer investigation fourd 26 other
people whose medical records show
that radiation overexposure contrib-
uted 1o their deaths. Here are their
nEmes:

Baby Girl Valentine wae deljvered
stiliborn Dec. 1, 1975, & 7% months
as a result of radiation overdase ad-
ministered 1o her mother

Edna Gail Valentine, 25, of Colum-
bus. Elementary school teacher and
mother of Baby Girl Valentine. Died
Dec. 30, 1975.

Ruth T. Howell, 59, of Columbus.
Saleswoman. Died March 9, 1976
Agues Carro, 48, of Columbus. Book-
weeper and mother of two. Died April
19, 1976.

Margaret E. Baby, 56, of Worthing-
ton, O. Reured registered nurse.
Died May 11, 1976 .

Betty L. Drabek, 55, of Columbus.
Homemaker and mother of four.
Died May 16,1976

Charles F. Wemmer, 52, of Gahanna,
0. Ohio Bell Telephone Co. foreman.
Died May 25, 1876

Edward J. Adelmann. 51, of Colum-
bus. Controller for Jeffrey Processing
Systems division of Dresser indus-
tries. Died May 26, 1976

Patricia J. Ruzicka. 41. of Blacklick,
Q. Homemaker and mother of four.
Died June |, 1976,

Leah Wanda Henderson, 66, of Co.
lumbus. Died June 2, 1976,

Donald E. Manning, 45 of Colum-
bus. Insurance underwriter and
father of three. Died June 24, 1976

Mary Louise , €5, of Colum.
bus. Retired at Ohio State
University. Died Dec. 20, 1976,

2 52, of Columbus.

’F’tc.timd doctor's assistant. Died Jan,
o, ii.

Clarence J. Woodall, 38, of Colum.
?;“igg',m truck driver. Died Jan

Kenneth J, McElroy, 64, of Colum.
bus. Retired chief landscape arch-

lect for city of Columous. Died
%2, 1977, e

Gertrude Pheips, 50, of Columbus.
Homemaker. Dieg March 2, 1977, i
Myrtie R. Roush. 50, of Marengo, 07
Died March 26, 1977 i
Anne Weilbacher, 59 o Columbus;~
Homemaker. Died March 30, 1977
James O, Baily, 42, of Columbus.
Ohio Bell accoum manager and
father of three. Died Aug. 11,1978



wr J

1

was amonag

nbus. whera his wife, Agnes

b 2o
i

{4

W aronin



LA DEALE L ® s b Wi

LETHAL DOSES RADIATION THAT KiLL | , S i

3ehind the cover-up: lives torn asunde;

rern urec
DOSDES! WEs &
-

way Nex Carve whe os I
Agnen 1 Uk CRUSITIOMNE  CRUS
wwae “the Ty Mahsl of hospe

feey (hrOUgD ComEIruUcUan o
£ millsan pane-siary ower sl
Myl TGRSR Deds Lbor g
Yy rocms ADC BUTPER susies fln
¥ D wemiherer Ny DOReY ually
SEIUDE DMREL 1D MeTAIATION B
aou DERlLl I e

w hosteial wheet hegae

agr w8 romy. noust  DORETS
beds s msare than B3 phvx
S MmN o one of Ohao s TR

w nSttetion 1 doeng e Detie
P PEUSWe VDRRRT 0w el

RV AITU aru wry SEY
e nas wle of T . n
P78 the O» w e
L “r A e L
L T AN LA » »
* -
i - i e £ A .
Wil & veu
ad 1§ .lr »
- y & Ag "
Augn e AT . i
. -
- e .
g e
g rueon an wILer
- o N w TSNS B Uw PARSIe O T Sl T WY " ¥ B TRIEATON O r o rpoeeves B Fltversadie MAETHOCIS SOBRIILALE ¢ 4-
- g e . LT e e A " . e s - . .
" i i £ f v ¥ . _ .
oy 2 - Sestn . 2 s . oty - esUf § HUCIURS e TIETE
- - - ge . e . - . Rt Sue . > bog
" L . e . o . ' ™ [l
’ - " . - we o o b




e ot » -
g 2
S Tt L Y TR
e r B
r o — »
o ey I e v
Al rere g &
¢ s tha b o - DS
a officusis w e
o e - 3
- w
e - - v
- - . il hrw
naeana = AL . "
¥ ¥ TWTME » ADOTRIOTES. I8 One OF Ui W
augtiue e wiwe RE B A wUTECLER TR DN
* WO De et » e

e walks wih &

v e o ROUnG g
paory thae be laahe womuse of Usw recd T
“ar amn » * e 5 ngh B R0 arem where
- yn an ® XTee JOCWY (DU RroeY
nil e was Beve . e 1 wsull and reTeTenl 8
ne cRITGR dmcaome  Befure
"y i e TaLe W DOSIRLE setUed howeewer  he SR
b VETENE U TR W OWEE Bulsecant 0 OTVEER GRRe
enls. e # bhewrt ®
L L the oa "
v o 18 Lrves
L
# & fow of O pelsents
w CRUKIIONI A% e
HT SETMRG CRNOETS
WO overtoees of
U U o Tl
ply hasiened thewr oe
¥ o
© & Ty wegs-os) eeemen

VDT Wy EXpecmer X

£ s C
#
-
ARt & whi
(3
saeriper. wcling expw .
s Tt
wislve WLl e

w afermalr

goay Now reured ane
i LA
Il Seenger sax

GOE INAIVIGUL DG
on vertme because
e

agans
L evalualona
Uw nformasuor wousd hawe

NHOFT
-wi morits preg
. Degat TeWTVIng Wl
w w Kl sy hagermg
w PR SUTPETY

e T Sy

e FES .

ail the wrm

-

- . .
. -
e - werr e e
o canhes. The
ves 17 sy

she »

w s v

- 8
were whe
- . V »
1 LT t \A
Uum KUY

ag
glgenes
Mw WY we oo
§ v
[ -
e &
ATy
LSRN SOt

IeRAg

. 2nn
e DOSPItAl had & "a
e v .
a o8 i about wt s
p e Riso s - ¥
s v
[ 1o L U
i A1 EDOW SOOR
w & e
SO
CLEY W Us u
i nore ri-aept
S{uc NIC
these patients, a B

TE GLS(

aoung that
the meaical/ies
propiems

concermeda
sueg They were
concen
pubiciy ey

CONCe ed dd

e but he % ¥
* Taas et was b
CMEKE TOLFeRRTIEC My
ALY AgRLD
the NN

p e FUveTOE

Ul U apery

he CalRSUrOnhe e

ey [e v, o) u W

w I mE Dolay &

SN O & Ooor. G Tor Do

eslng e BICRT DRy ¢ 3

¥ TRCLALIOD MK BIK 0w
W WO SRS PO A

* NH LT TN L
' 1oV P
- WALONS Dt maRtung &
wilt w TS W Olkr N
_ar L T e
e 4 e D wach or R
PRI POWST DHATILS
v Wl TENPRY FUveTlae
e 0 o~
OWeT (M e
e AT .
Three Mue O one af
WRTE 0 hEVE Deen SETIOMR!Y if
e even AL e RO
lenson for nearty @ yeer prome [
§ presuaenlal prole. el o
Pesons  hewnngs, lees !
sanctt of pages of TENGITL &N &N ™
pouning of cuncern Dy te NRC
contrasl U Frvermcte ol
e resLeT 1D D hesnings not L
mgrens. 000 by the NRC. NR
VeTLERLTS (OdD L spemk wIh 2 ungue
» Mrwy recores show A
ST e soon Mot prowaaed & ger
e destTipor O WA DaDpeTe
mast of U wcums  Samtlees 50 oy

U Sethils tvow

o AT

W o
-




204 b

HE PLAIN DEALER, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1982

LETHAL DOSES RADIATION THAT KILI

Behind the cover-up:

FROM/1-A

Then, afler heanng & brief sum-
mary of the tragedy, he responded
“That just sounds dreadful from your
description. We would not hendie it
that way today. It sounds like things
were not done the way they should
have been.”

The scientists who deveioped the
neutron bomb in the 1970s called it
“The Cookie Cutter” because it could
stamp out @ well-defined area of dev-
astation, killing enemy troops with
an intense wave of radiation that did
no damage to neerby buildings like
most atomic blasts

in Columbus, it was as if & neutron
bomb hit Riverside: 28 or more dead
tiundreds injured, careers ruined.
The hospital was left virtually un-
harmed

Today, Nick Carro, who lost his
wife, Agnes, in the catastrophe, calls
Riverside “the Ta) Mahal of hosp
tals "

Midway through construction of
an $85 million, mine-story tower that
will add critical-care beds, labor-de-
livery rooms and surgical suites, Riv-
erside has wegthered the potenually
devastating blast, its reputation and
financial health intact

The hospital, which began 10]
vears ago in & 15-room house, boasts
1.063 beds and more than 850 phys:
cans, making 1t one of Chio's larg-
est

The institution 1s doing far better
than the people involved in the rad)
auon tragedy, Carro and others say

Carro lost hus wife of 27 vears on
April 18, 1876, the day the Riverside
overdose slory appeared n Jocal
newspapers. Agnes Carro died of ra-

__dislion irgunes.

11-A

Nick Carro had been living at the
hosprial with his 4B-vear-oid wife
That evening, about 1030, he had
gone home for a short rest when he
recerved word that Agnes had died.
His daughter, Karen, was holding
her hand when she stopped bresth-
Ing

“She was just 2z wonderful
woman,” Carro said as tears welled
up in his eyes.

After years of mourning, he joined
2 singies club and took ballroom
dancing lessons in an attempt to
meet other women. He wasn't very
successful. No one could replace
Agnes.

“] was going w0 change my life
some way, but | never got around
it,” he said. “When you've been mar-
ned that long, you get lonely and sort
of depressed.”

‘| was going to change
my life some way, but |
never got around to it.
When you've Een
married that long, you
get lonely and sort of
depressed.’

— Nick Carmro

The hospnal officials who were re-
sponsible for the overexposures suf-
fered as well.

Physicist Joel Aot saw his mar-
riage dissolve after the story broke
and was last known 10 be working &t
an eye clinic in Odessa, Texas

Even before hus marmage ended
Axt's oldest daughter left home W
uve with her grandparents because
of the publicity. Axt later admitied to
NRC mmvesugators that he falsified
records 1o make it appear that the
tragedy resulted from &n ecuipment
malfunction, but he was never pros-

eyt

es torn asunder,

Dr. Laurence J. Fahey, the radia-
tion oncologist who oversaw the radi-
stion treatments, died of a heart at-
tack on Aug. 16. 1876, the day the
NRC relersed the results of its inves-
tigation. He was 37.

Today, all but & few of the patients
involved in the catastrophe are dead.
Many suffered from serious cancers.
For them, the radiation overdoses of
up o 41% lef wounds that would not
heal and simply hastened their de-

mise.

Some of the victims, such as Edna
Geil Valenune, a 25-vear-old elemen-
tary school teacher, were expected 1o

survive their cancers.
Valentine was 4% months preg-
nant when she began receiving radi-

stion treatments 1o kill any lingenng
cancer cells afler unoergoing surgery

for Hodgkin's disease. Her doctors
had given her a $8% chance of recov-

ery. Within a few months, both she

and her baby were dead.
“She would complein &ll the time

gbout sore throsts and that she

couldnt eat” her sister, Barbara
Hoover, recalled. “She had ternble
burns on her chest. They were so bad
she couldn’t weer clothes. The doctor
told her that was normal for someone
with her skin color.”

Hoover said she would never for-
get the last time she spoke 10 her sis-
ter. She had received a call at the el-
ementary school where they both
taught By the time she got to the
hospital, they were wheeling Gail
into surgery.

“She toid me she was afraid” Hoo-
ver said. “] said, “Yeah, 1 would be,
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“There was & Jot of politics and pres-
sure involved st the ume.”

Zipf assisted in investigating the
overexposures because he also
served as a deputy Franklin Coumy
coroner. He said he was pressured by
the hospital to provide as litte infor-
mation as possible to the victims,
lies and the NRC.
of us wanted to do more
1o follow up these

Egﬁ

‘Several of us wanted
to do more in-depth
studies to follow up
these patients, and we
were discouraged from
doing that because of
the medical/legal
problems. They were
concerned about being
sued. They were
concerned about
publicity. They were
concerned about trying
to subdue the reports
and the public
exposure.’

— Dr. Robert E. Zipf Jr.

Zipf said when he voiced his con-
cems to one of Riverside's top offi-
cials, he was told: “Bob, I've been in
business a long ume and if 1 were
you, I'd take all my records, bum
them, and go back 10 my office and
do my job.”

anything the
NRC's investi . even though his
office supplii theuemymthdm
ens of autopsy reports on victims.
Adrion’s they
mnmloawmnyofﬂwﬁlit
“l1 think mn something like this,
with family members and such, |
don‘tﬂunkldruuymncmm
volved,"” Adrion said. * Idomwanuo
be in & difficult tion.”

He added: “We don't know how

many people lived beuunthq.m 2

this (overdose). In other words, the:r

cancer was eradicated where rpaybe

it wouldn't have been. lth.nkum
would make an interesting study; . .
Keep that in the back of yourlnmd.

Columbus lawyer Walter J. Wolske
Jr. agrees that the overdoses should
have been studied, but he says fiatly
that everyone he has met was hurt
by them. Wolske represented more
than 70 victims in lawsuits agamnst
Riverside.

Wolske said the NRC didn't do
anything to help the Riverside vic-
tims. He noted thet the agency's in-
vesugauon of the catastrophe re-
suited in three citations t0 the
hospital — one for not posung a
“caution” sign on a door, one for not
testing the cancer-treatment eguip-
ment for radiation leaks, and une for
allowing a physician who was not ap-

proved by the NRC w0 use ndmamve 2
materials. i

The violations had nothing to do-
with the overdoses, Wolske added.

“It's scary,” he said. “This .z the
nu-

agency that keeps watch on t
clear power plants.”

He and others compare Riverside .

to the nation's most senous nuciear
power plant accident — Three Mile
Island. Although no one died at
Three Mile Island and no one ap-
pears to have been senously injured,
the event captured the nation's at-
iention for nearly & vear, prompting
@ presidential probe, weeks of con-
gressional hearings, terns of thou-
sands of pages of reports, and an out-
pouring of concern by the NRC.

PQ.AQL H-A Sbe’é

in contrast, the Hiverside catastro-
phe resulted in no hearings — not by
Congress, not by the NRC. NRC in-
vestigators didn't speak with a single
vieum, lﬁlv records show. “And
while the mednptowhdlan
eral description of what happened,
most of the victims' families say.they -
still do not know the details of how
their relatives died or were injured,

To this day, Gus maw
% -

Pstty, received.
wouldn't tell him and the NRC never -
bothered to figure it out. :
mmmmam
dential settlement, but the expery
ence has left him bitter.
“lwm‘tsuﬁngthanfarapmnd
of flesh. ] was suing them because |
WRS 50 sted with the situation,”

waive any of the bills, not even (w '

the treatments that killed Patty ..
“It's amazing to me that that ha

pml hasn't suffered a bt he.llnd

“] wouldn't teke mydo‘
1'd go enywhere before ddn
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WABHINCTON (AF) = A Nu
clear Reguistory Commission
fpokesman says the agency wil
scrutinize the way it oversees
hospitals and labs that use r»
dioactive materiale.

Jo# Fouchard said the commis
sion will bu taking “s hard look”
st fs medical Lowisiug sod in

ciion in the wake of &

radistivu-licked destd
in Penasylvanis and aliegetions
this wesk in 8 n'mumwb-

The (Cleveland) Plain Decler
reported Tussday that 410 people
were given radistion overdoses at
Riverside Metbodist Hospital in
c:;%mn. Okie, in 1876 and
1976
mm overdoses killotd mﬂ pnzh.

¢ newspeper's investigetion
found.

But the NRC documentad only
two of the deaths.

“Clearly in the Riverside csse
we did not do
followap,” Pouchard said. '

“We are clearly more aggressive
inday than we were 18 o,
We would fallow up u‘:;” W an
ncidont Tike (Lhat) fn an entirsly
dmmm_ manner then we &d o

The hospital on Tuesdey re
lessed & stetement in which its
rocident and chiefl executive of
im, Erie Chapman, said: “We
cwTenily have no one on our
who wae dirertly involved in the
ineident.”

The letter said (hut “as & result
of this Lwygic accident, We¢ ow

have one of the safost and finest

redistion departments In the
country.”

Pouchard sald the newepaper
stories contained “disturbing” in.
formation and “We're going o use
the infornstion that's in The
Plain Degiler series in connection
with 5 nerd losk that we're gorg
to be teking st the medical U
comsing end inspection program.”

Nationally, the peper ssid it
found ot least 40 heve ded

since 1975 from medical overdoses
e e NI "

e e > requires radia
in.2¢

reporting tire was 28 daye.
NRC chairmen Ivan Selin seid

rore Jumes
S 8 S of the NAC
Office of Enforcement.

NRC records document only five
desths from rwedlation \lTors,
Fouchard taid

The NRC siso inspecis medical
lcensees more frequently now —

arly rether than every thres W
Fnyom.bom&
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‘Measuring
‘Lethal
Doses’

On April 19, 1§76, the Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn
was sdvised of the grevous OVeTEXDOs U IW&M
mdwmmnﬂamnm\ma
mlmulmwumm.luunmmduunmw-
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Jiierrs Wit sstablished the rey of the med
dmwtmmmwmwmm

m!wuﬁlsmommwnmn

zd-nn\unl study With the svailsble krowhedge in
redintion therapy literature there wad no need 10 pro-
ceed further

A o reault of this invesugetion. thery were seversl Cru-
el consequences

3. The fealure of the RUIH prysiciant and physicst was
They were replaced. Medical sl continued W

exposed
prowde care The medico-iegs! process begen.
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