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Enclosed are copies of the articles recently-published in The Plain Dealer, a
newspaper located in Cleveland, Ohio. These are the articles we referred to
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Series on radiation stirs some fears'

diaUen rmtulogy in America's hospi- Center and St. Joseph Hocpital in
By TED WENDLING

tals. Irrain repmini one cancellation
asuf DAVE DAVIS

RADIATION THAT KILLS Spekesmen for the Cleveland st wirk, Dr. Jarnes D. Cox, ar= t=n a==ns
Hwston nmHouinspist and chair.*

Hennt 11ain 11caler sin-im on A FD SERIES FOLLOW Lip cal SL Lu e M Cen rnan of the American College of Ra.
T sloppy radiathm therapy promiures Vincent Charity Hospital and ifcalth diology's commissmn nn radmtion

have frightened cancer patients but hospitals found two hospitals at Center Mt. Sinal Medical Center the menW, acQ scadng"

y g* have mA peornpted many lo cancel which patients rtrused to undergo gcygf,,d VA Medical Cen'rt patients whose Irces depended on re.3
radiation treatments at Greater radiation thernpy after reading the Gmuga limpital in Chardon and A1: ng Won Ownpy. W samce

.Cleveland hospitals, as an Amer can PD series last week. The s.enes f'" len Memorist llor.pi*a; .n Oberlin all the stones had caumi patients all
College of Itadiobrty offirint im al. cused on the,U.S. Nuclent Regula- reportal no radiaton therapy enn- om mun'y M canni or nhI ev

m

E ler~ ort
107 Commission's failure to mvests. cellatir,r.s set a result of the stories. rupt treatments.2
gate sceres of deaths and serinust

;
<h Interviews with. officials at 10 area irjurks eaumi in the prsetice of ra. IWors at MetroHenith' Medien1 fiEE ftADIATION/8-A<N

-' -- - _ _ _ < _,

9
4 Le

* * man diagmmt with breast can. so no riatter what I tell her, I'm cov. cologist at ML Sinal Medient Center,
*J
'q

3 d g Q QQ nr. trwntly backed mit of radiatinn ering up,"'Thompnon said of the pa- said n!! 40 of his patients crpresseda

drrapy aftet teatling the series. He -(knt win claimal she had been gni. concern after reading the series.
.

li solil he was unable to alley her fears. soned. " Definitely, this is not benign "I had to spend a great deal of;

N/8' A "Ihe residt is I come oIT as self. therapy, but cancer's not a beriign time reassuring them" he said.
.3
(L ''If that's a product of vnur senes, ming and you come nT as indepen. dirense. You have to push the enve. **Five wanted to quit, but I amvinwd

9 m that's a serious probicm,'' Cox said. dently eutleritative," he said. *1 feel lepe sometimes. .. . In our business, them to keep coming.'d

like Idon't knowwhat to say to these sometirr.cs we have patients who "I would agree that if the storiet
d "If ynur report ng is in such inn.

9 balance that patients are frightened people creept that . . . the benefits of have bed effects.
imprtric the safety (of radiation the-

this treatrnent outweich the risks by "I think the serks was good and it rapyl they we mthwhile, inst a lot

@ colly, then your reporting repcmi- a s,{enifiamt margin.
brought out sorne crellent pn nts, of pie definitely llew off the han-1 6 of what has been advised them medi.

dIC'Im here for my patients, and but the problem is patientsjest hear, M Mng, 4 of Ckveland
"

0 -' bihty has been questionable" that's my big mncern -that sogne of ' cancer,' ' radiation,'" killing people.
h Cox ofTem! no ri to hack * " * " " " "

r et rap he
g his assertico. Oile n ng the va d

, medical tenefits of radiati<m Ge- Nr. N! ark E.hmpson, a radiation h U r h'c[".,"n Clinic for prtstate cancer, said the,

g repy, the stories focused on th,e nnmicgtst at St. Joseph, said one ra. series frightened pntients who are*

e whole Wnt is these peoNe <kal ng with life-andaienth Issues..

NBC's tax regulation of hospital radi. dietherapy patient had canceled have cancer and if they den t do any. "I don't think it's fair to the pe.ople
',

atinn safety and radiation therapy treetirents, another had accused the
prygrams. At least 40 patients natxm. hospital of "poisocing' her because. thing,they'lldie. who are undergning this-and there

7' wide have died from acute mcdical sie had a skin reactmn and a thint Nearly all hospnni officials who are thousands." he snid. *Any ti.ne
overdae.as of ndinhon. patient was refusing to pay her bill were interviewed said the stories had you have (any hospital pmcedurt9,

Dr. Michael A. Samuels, a radia- bceause the clairned the hospital had prm/oked numerms questions alvutt you have a risk.Butyou have to have
g tion orxv>legist at MetroHealth Meds. '' burned" her. dosene and side effeets. ctmfidence in the pniple win are
, cal Center, said a patient of his, a "Ihere's a greal deal of mistrust, Dr. Henry F. Blair, a radiation ore treating you."
g
LJ '
Q

.

.
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We
Cynmaat the Nuclea- Reculaterv ON BDLuf 0FtheGreaterClev- WillLE TIIE CONTENT cf the se- |non have followed wnh ;and Hosp:tal Assmation ond our ries "Le1ai Doses: R.iaten that '

great hierest " Lethal Doses." Tne rr. ember hosp: tls. I want to com- kills" was, for the rest part. a:ru- '

y ., ,

P.ain Dealers senes on radia* ion : .ent on the series "!athal Doses': rate, my concerns are that Ted Wen-
restrr.ent. Unsafe conditions er pmeedres dhng .nd Dave Davis had to dredge

Q Your sen.es focuse:1 oa a large cannot be tclerated in or hospitals. up mformation that went as it.: back
number of serious med.eal mciderts Anyone who attempts to cover up an as 35 years (Cclumtus Riverside mei-O dat have occurred over a pcnod of

f' unsafe situation by falsifymg docu-
dent) and even to the 1930s facne& many years. This reportinc, some ments or lying to regulatory authorit- treatments) in order 10 p Ovide the

oder racent incidents and the com- ies has no business working in proper amount of sensationalisra too

(/") mirsion's pnor concerns have all health care and should be held ae-
' attract readers. IIy!ounded fear that

<

reattst concern
w prompted us to re-exanme our medi. countable. It is encouraging to note is the amount of un
q ' ca! heensmg and enforcement pro. ', that the Nuclear Regulatory Ccm- 'is instilled in potential patients by I

cam. This te crarnination is under missio, intends to improve .ts po!L cuch a senes. Peeple desperately in 'ag
W way. , cies and pmcedures due,in part, to .need of suen treatmcnt are led to be-
[ fladiation &erapy is an important the information reponed by The lheve that these eccacents occur all

medicial tool for trestrnent of sen. Plain Dtaler ta tts senes. the time and therefore refase treat- ib ously ill cancer patients. The NEC The cases cited in the series are ment. Accc-dingl.", th s series has
M does not itself repiste the do: age re. 'ragic. even more so in those in- done a g est disservice 10 the proper

!*ances whe e accdental exposure in treatment and man 0gement of the
[ j teived:this is a atsion of the physi.cian. What de NRC does regulate is radiation may have been preventa- cancer patient.

the proper dehvery of the radiation bic. 'Ihe fact remams that those I wi. siso disturbed by the fact
b 'O . therapy tothe patient. cases represent a very smali fraction that tne senes suggests that a:i uses

Radiation therapy treatments ex. of the mAcns of pat 2ents whose of rad:ation. diagnostic or thera-"'

$.% "
eeed several hundred thousand a health and Inves tan twen threat- peutic. X-ray er nuclear medicine.

D N year. Published NRC data indicate enad by illnesses that were success- have the same problerns. P ccedres
b that the aanual rate cf these thera. fully c:agnosed and treated due to that currently fall under the segts of'"

::" D peutie incidents :s about .03%. Nev. =ecital advancements in radiolcgy the Nuclear Regu!atory Comm:sson
' ,

$ y enheless. the NRC :s qune con. technology. numoet app cxtr .ately 10 rnithon a '

w cerned. When these ine: dents cecur. Te are concemed that pilents in year.Only about 1% of these are the- -
,

a de NRC's practice is to learn as need of cragnostte or t..erapeutic rapy protocols. Yet. your series dces i

b @ much as pcssible from the incident procedures may be reluc* ant to un- not make a clear distmetion between
'

d and follow up with corrective regula- :ietgo these procedres because of therapy and diagncsne procecures. I'j .,,,a tory act: ens wnh de objective of pre. undue fear of radistion t#nology am unaware of any deaths from radi-
,J ' Q venting recurrence. We also recog. generated by the seties. The cuainY 'ation used diagnostically,

^ f care and pat.ents' safety are the In *uncovenng" accidents such asni e an obl'gation in these cases to c
ensare dat patients and their physs. peir cipal concems of the hospitals in the Columbus incident and others,..
cf ans have access to radiation infor. our community. We also unt to en- little efron was inade to exp!am thata

C.O mation. Your artic!cs hcve indicated sre that patents requiring radicl- ;as a result of such catasticphes.
Q room forimprevement in the waywe ogy treatments or in need ef X-rays many changes have been instituted

de bothjobs. or other diagnostic procedures are .by the NRC and etner reg.tlatory *

Rete is also a very substantial not a'ra!d to seek these services. agencies. The mishdministration re- i

O volume cf diagnes 1: treatments per All patients should be encouraged porting pres:rarn has provided regu- |
yea . Diagnostics invcive small doses to ask whatever nuestions they have latory agencies w:th the abil!!y to
cf radiation a,d run into the m:11 ions regard:g their treatment, but pa- monitor nuclear medicine and the-
cf peacedures annually. The medical , tients should not be unduly alarmed rapy programs and make changes ss,,,

g and scient:fic c:mmunity reged the i by the few ext.mples of a!!eged im- deemeo necessary. Their recently in.4

i risks from these procedures to be propertreatment. stituted Quahty Management Pro-
,.C s ery srnall. If the result of the series is that the gram by every licensee has created'

*-d I wculd urge that if radlaim the. policies and pmcedures of the NRC an environment wnereby suen me- i

@ ispy patients have quesuons sbout are improved. then that is good. If dents will be further minimiaed. It
the treatment they have received or the result is that patents who need shnuld be clear to at:y rational being ;

ure sboat to uncergo, they consult care are reluctant to recove that that some of these errors are hurtan
,

theit physican. care, then we have a problern that errors. There is no way py refult-i '*
~

!

must be ccrrected through further tory sEency can ":cgislate out' hu-ggg ehation.
Washirfton, D.C. rnan errors, but every attempt is s

Sc!in ns chstrm:n of the ARC. C. WAYNE RICE : madetominimizeitem. , Radiation
To st:r up tne ashes ofCleveland '

Rtee it president cud CEO of the Hysteria of the 1950s* is tantamount
Grester Cleveland Hospital Assocc- to irresponsible journalism. Medi-

cme, medical physics and regulatorytion.
agencies have worked very hard to
attempt to prove that radiation is
helpful and in control, humsn erro-s ,

' nn withstanding. Your repo N ;

made no effort to E.esent this part 0r
the total picture. They made no at-
tempt to provide information rega6 ,

(Clevelard) The Plain Ihaler ing benefit vs. nsk.
It is unfortunate that The n

ps!'er has put us beck 40 years.
12-23-92 gggp,1,y

C:cveltnd
Early is director, of NMA MedicCI
p:wtirs Co tru!!cimn.

;
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Letters to the editor

' Lethal Doses': Cite raciation beneits, too
3

i FOUR YEARS AGO,I was d1g-
i AS A PROFESSIONAL person. IMY 7. YEAR.0LD droghter. fhty. i noted mth h.ng cancer and under- i resent that you did not dicuss thehad a tumor of the bram hmrg re-

moved by doctors at Clevelard otnic | went su gicairemovalof myleft hmg ' new, updated treatments and the m-
a year ago. We were devastated i - and had stx weeks of radtttien the . creasing number of cancer sunivo s.

rapy at the Cleseland Clinte. I owe It has been my pleasure to rep. Ilearn that a.though it was removed. my hie to the doctors and the rac.iol ' resent the American Canter Societyit was malignant. We were then toli
( that radiation therapy could preven, egy depent. I was not bumed as its boa-d president and the Lake

and mfered no dleffects f om radia' County Nurse of Hope fer the pastI a recurrence in assottation wim the. Mon therapy. The treatn.ent ancred hve years, as well as an Ohio Nurse
,

rnoinerapy. Without these ,reat- '

, .nc to resume a normal. p oductive of Hope. In this capacity. I have
.

ments, the tumor would surely come
life. worked with cancer patier.ts andback with senous, possibly fa'sl. re-

! If I had read your articles while families by facilitatir.g "I Can Cope ~salts. Your Enqu:rer-type senes was undergoing radiation therapy. I i

so up:,etting to me that I felt it in the would have been a basket case. It's
programs, leading a mont.t!v Canr.g '

and Shanng gmup for patients ans. pubbe s interest t3 potnt out my own hard enough, at age M.to handle the their famihes and teactilng preven-
F

'
expenence with the rac ation nepart. diagnosis of lung cancer. the pain o'

i inent at Cleveland Clime. chest surgery and s,tx weeks of daily
tien of diseese ard early detection. )
Modern medicine has gwen us new.- I was very in: pressed with her care . treatment. Adding to this stress con"
horimns in health ctre. I am under.

>

danng the surgical por:en of her i cerns about radiation burns and sta:T gomt rad.ation treatments at Easttreatment, and was very frightened I incompcttnce would have destroyed ' Side Radiology and Imaging Cneter.of the radiatica therapy, because I ' the one thmg I had going for me - I have fullconfidence in my primaryknew nothing about it. Dr. Melvm ; respect for and faith in the Cleveland \ physician and my surgeon for their
,

Teft the doctor who oversaw Katy s . Clinic, a world class medical facility. I referrals to this facility,radiation therapy, was wonderful rie . I traveled every day from Akron i I At the centerI am treated by Qur&. took the time to explain what the Cleveland Chnic because of my trust . I fled doctors, nurses and techmeians. '

therapg consisted of and what the and respect for the expertise there. Their crpertise is paramount. Treat- !possib.e side effects co aid be. He was In every medical procedure there ments are carefully planned and '

meticulous in his style and utrm and . are risks. and hu nan errars occur. i monitomd at a;l times. Because ofreassuring to my daughter. He and ' However, as retponsible jouma'ists, my treatments. I have a future that
'

.

his staff took perfectromsm *.o new you need to accept recent reliable ' will enable rte to fulfill goals, enjoy 'meaning as they plotted the treat- statistics on the numt'er of people my famdy and hve life to its fullest-~

rnent area and dos:ge so that as littli' undergoing radauon therapy and My hape is that newly diagnosed pa- |healthy tissue as possible was af , the statistical probtbtlity of ever- tients wul be able to make prudent i

fected ; doses, human errors and pre,c. ems. . decisions regarding treatment, based f

scans to accurately determine herjIt took two wecks of tests and lt would be a ternble burden for on their doctor's recommendations. '

ycur newspaper and reporters to en* and not be influenced by your artt-*

treatment area to ensare a safe but dure if a cancer patient refused li e- cles alone. A decision to do nothing ;
etrective dose. The staff was con n saving radiation therapy based on could result in p:emature death.
stantly rechecking dsta, backed upi your one sided articles. To all cancer patients and ft:ture
by X-rays, to tNtke sure no erra i FAYE DAMBROT patients: Our future is in modem jhad been rnade. Taey made a poten- Akron technolegy and profess:onally >

trally anxious and unhappy ordeal a- trained r o tors, nurses and technir
;tolerable a.d even positive expen. clans. ;

enee.
One year has passed and Katyis a SUZANNEJACKSON R.N' .

Painesvale |happy. healthy ,second-g-ader with
hopes of becoming an art teacner. i

L lier scans to date show her to be tu- '

i mor free. She stdl has severr.1 i' mcnths of chemotherapy left but'
J

that is nothing ecmpared with a life-
time ahead of her- a lifetime rnade |

possiblein pa:t by the proper admin-
1strauon of mtation therapy. (Cleveland) The Plain Dealer

!

MARY K.DOBES
I3"** 12-28-92 )
1

;

i



njp |

'

%.

_

_

_

7. .s 3 _2 mys s v a- n A"
= r td

if _e et

d "7nei o

,%/.* %%'/w

h<. ' h

=
t

_> dt ne Jo,* s

R lCe ona eh

4 __' #'
h

hJ _wt re'
= unt

f, _ " e o d-
m

= %4
inie e I 'T'*

,m > hp h o, I

o n .

E ==
M w_4 <4.n4 %%*P

' .
*2 .

ia9 $J" st.
.

k . 8 TP

g_ ~*4~ 4~ $a
Dus I

r. n, e'C

a ~ %.b9 Y Q v,y
w0^ oi; = r o3 n"i _

t . uRs 4 i w-
sg-
t b' _r t u

Yn?s
e

pg ~,. &h(% A%
eAl =

3

Ur Y f. ,, g g
4., e n i e -i rs

d 4.. se Bw . A"

"" %;j;x
ua- .

=A 4 ' y n- |

dro .
_.

- t
t

wI e#w. ,
e .

~
Y'=o

Q i& t;

h s.t

n/ . $" "w$-> .noe
i"m -, /.* l,ie"f re v

=.
t r n

~ }& V
'r eg r -

E ne Peo w od N I.h| u s6 !
. YS0

f
. ge

a '
:,' . i d o pw 8u k

_s v at" , .

w nangar.
l ) o d

i !'
l Ae,-

i al ti

G "g e bk
ipi _so n aa

h ~e d $
t e

e ep. s "l1 M d o/ ,
6 t,i_v-

tee n
tt

.ua l-

hne. s v sths.
.L

a ea le'f. .~o | Bt a s,
'

N 0re1

p ps VE . -
o eh|

7 .
.

9 o .'

_- ,

4
2 I m. _

A1
,

s -t

e ; _i
l .

c ..o I
.

-
_

R P _.
.

t _a
e ,

,.

b

E _.s yo ra
C 0

! < b
S.

! m
,

~

?_ &

#

o
{

.
.

-
-

.*



.. . __ _ _ _ _ . ___

, .-

. m um um
.

Jean Matalik was alone in her Burgettstown Pa., home when the tem-'

perature peaked at 86 degrees. It was Aug. 30,1989, one of those hot days i
'she hated.

: :r.:L:: ;;;:::.' . c.. ..: @.:. .:. _ ::: . .. :: : : J_-._.._.'. ^:.. I

Valley Hospital in Steubenville, O., had burned a hole in her chest during !

breast cancer treatments. The radiation wound oozed and bled, creating a ,

foul odor that made her embarrassed to be around her husband and
daughter.

She carefully penned a note to her family:
"Ijust can't take any more. I'm sorry I was such a terrible person."
Then she swallowed three bottles of painkillers and sleeping pills and lay

on the couch. Her husband Sund her dead later that avening.
'

Al Johnson didn't know Jean hospitals, a Plain Dealer investiga-

| Matalik. but he knows ber family's FART 4 OF A S rv.ES 1:on has found.e

j pam. Johnson lives in Palm Beach Q{ ggy Atleast 40 people have died.
i Shores.Fla a thousand miles from While some of the mistakes am |

( the foothills of Appalachia. RADIATION THAT KILLS madein hospitaiswith adequate- ;

! His wife. Stella. died m 1986 af- even excellent - radiation safety
j ter she was burned dunng breast programs many more occur in
i cancer treatments because a doctor hospitals where rad:ation safety is

tw2 sons
]

used an anuquated X-ray machme o erexposure in 1984 left neglecad. In, some hospitals, radi-ation safety is consicered a wasteto tmat her.
! "They burned her lungs so bad Norns quadnplegic and unable t of time and money. i

!
she couldn't breathe." Johnson care for her boys, who are now be- When problems am discovemd.

I said."Ilost a very lovely lady." ing raised by her sister. they usually lead to mmor fines. In
i Connie Norns wasn t killed, but All three women are among the most cases. The PD found that

|
after her doctor m Nw Jersey hundreds of people who are m- sta*a or federd regulatory omcids
failed to shield her spinal cord dur. jured or significantly overdosed took no enforcement actaan. And at

;
mg rac:ation treatments for Hodg. with radiation each year in a wid? some hospitals, the same problems.

- km's disease. she lost somethmg array of blunoers and sloppy radi- recur year aner year.
almost as precious as her life: her ological procedures m our naton s Onen, radiation victims are left,

to fend for themselves because the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis-o *

c-
-

Behmd her smd* e - J.ain - ~ ~ 4 er c -
"y9 . 1 gress to protect the public from ra-

& z,n ( ;C0urage anc C0untess ,:. ears
d:ation mishaps, knows nothing
abo.t m.ny of1h. acc d.nts.

.
The NRC is unaware of them be-

; g cause it only regulates the medical
, ,

use cf cenam radioacuve isotopes.i

! -i - - v. - such as the cobalt.60 that injumd
: E M. * . . Matalik. The agency repeatedly
I .J.? yav W.-p has declined to regulate electn-

g~gt . cally generated radiation. such as
~~ D G that delivered by the X-ray unit
- ~ *C' ,

that killed Stella Johnson and the-

I linear accelerator that injured Nor-, &% ' ns."
, - ~ . .* ' ** " * The NRC maintains this limitedw- .:

$.
[ " regulatory authonty even though-" % all three devices produce ioninng

i f
r v ; - radiation."; - . _ _

7"' "X-rays just haven t been given. qy/' *-
,

~So
,

r the ngorous regulanon that iso-%:(| !- n
| *%g f ,

1 topes have gotten." said Michael

.4
'

w/ Odlaug, supervisor of the state of* ;-

f' Washmeton's X-ray control pro-
4.-. ,, , _ t gram. "Them's been a lot of pubhe

i Gullo40823883 :5 furor over isotopes because of con-
.

. .S cerns over radioacuve waste bemg
| paurer.sa> >ong g

' y dumped. yet people will go to the'*
sneyaqotuoseaJos,

I P dent:st and get blasted with X-rayse
1 and think nothmg ofit."

| N 3
p, . , . ~' NRC also doesn't require

| Ispoy:s onqnd et sue wI hospitals to repon overdoses that
.x Q Q W ug( g occur when doctors presenbe too

i ! -ouissJ eat puewe pinr

- 8 TV, much radiation. even m cases 1
where the presenbed dose exceeds-

-

!
- WnMOd [. all recogmwa medical stancards of-- _ _- ._ /~~-- care. Hosp:tals are only reculmd in"

j O BWNNE SMW report gc3demS wnen the co$e de.
;

.

* ' Connte Norns was rencered a cuadnolegic a'ter recerving a hverec to the patient d:ffers from
l -

-

|

,

raciaton overccse to her spinal cord and had to c:ve uo custody wnst the pnync:an prescribed.
~ SEE TRUSTI12.A

I cf her twin sons. John and Aaron. Her str*y is en Page 13-A.
N

I

!
'

,
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LETHAL DOSES pmnomT m U :

! srrors are frequent and widespread :
De NRC Ence me hosons. :C- f

e Nm Drawe wwo nenN r. ~e~a--
, .s.uon mistaa,_es *etx.rten e.v ~ .. r I

ada ~ .
_e - ~. .~IM e '

rial Hampual %alparaana. Ind. ~ ,M =
a

' taSt eight YearE Die net 4pa- W* Av - a itwm . in o the ,caC su.,.enoco_u.e r .

t ,

_- s -s _ __.o-ammea a ases e arm m. .r._, - , .w. u_
'

ghy d-

i , _ eme sm_.,--H_ m AfivtMvmg surgical ifnDeants 0. adi i'S *4 'UNog'%4 Clineet Madlaes - an !!f86 acuve sources - aner a scment
J Q Mad. .p.i.,rC . r[#

aissue
.-

m. -
<

-

m.at ut.m =tmem p.ans .ce ,<.ernon a niscsu.ve tract ons n,~
<

s< e% .-
a-rau.uon 1,.,t.nur- owni
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Errors are frequent :

THE PLAIN DEALER. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16,1992 .

- |

|

7 andwidespread ;
a Lawnwood Medical Center,

The Plain Dealer reviewed nearly Fort Pierce, Fla. - Dr. Charles
4,000 radstion mistakes reported by Harry Kent. a, radiation oncologist, !hospnals to state and federal officials has severely mjured at least five
m the last eight years. The newspa. women smee 1983 during radiation In yet another case in .iune 1985per exammed 200 cases in detail, in.

treatments. One woman lost the use Katy Yarbrough receive 3 a huge'ciuding: of a lung, anoth(r lost an arm. .nd overdose from a Therac 25 at the
-

0 University of Wisconsin Hospi- the other three suffered severe burns Kennestone Regional On ology Cen- i

# '

tal and Clinics. Madison - In 1986, and damage to internal organs. ter in Marietta, Ga. Yararough sur- ;
'

vived but lost the use of her left armLois Nelson's digestive tract was se.
In 1985, Kent administered a large and had to have a mastuctomy of the j'

verely burned dunng radiation treat.
dose of radiation to Veromca Harn-

len breast. She died in a car accident |ments for bladder cancer. The utt, a 32-year-old mother of three, m 1990 at age 67. )tmuma was too much for her hus. even though he had not done anyband, Robert, who committed sul.
tests to determme whether the breast In March, the house subcommit-cide. Nelson died in December 1991,
cancer he had treated her for three ba on oversight and investigations

'

In March 1990, another patient years carher had recurred. In a sub criticiz9 'ha U.S. Food and DruE Ad-
' was overdosed with radiation when a sequent lawsuit. Harriott's lawyers ministration,s Center for Devices anda

technologist started a treatment and claimed it had not. Radiological Health, which regulates
the manufacturers of radiation-then left for 10 to 15 mmutes to at. The second round of radiation

<

tend a gomg.away party for a depart. treatments caused Harriott's leR arm
emitting devices such as hnear acce-4

'

lerators, for its tardy response to themg staffer'
-

to swell and become unusable. In tragedies. Records show the FDA
'

In a separate meident, an unquah,- 1989, Harnott's arm and three nbs
Ged technologist was left alone with had to be removed because doctors

waited until July 1987 to require the

a patient who was undergoing cancer could not stop the radiation wound manufacturer of the Therac 25 The-

treatment when the machine began from bkaeding. ratromes International, a division of
the Canadian government, to warn

to beep. The technologist didn't . Kent and the hospital paid $2.5 hospitals of the malfunctions and ad.
-

know whether the beepmg indicated milhon to settle lawsuits Gled by vise them not to use the machmes2 malfunction or the tnd of the treat. Ilarnott and two other women. The until the problem was solved.
nent. It turned out that the beeping state has taken no actmn against ci-
neant the treatment was over. ther Kent or the hospnal.

And in yet another meident a pa. E East Texas Cancer Center,ient being treated for nasal cancer Tyler Texas - In the summer of
eceived a radiation overdose when a 1986, Voyne Ray Cox 33 and Vernon
echnologist picked up tne treatment Kidd,66, died m separa,te incidents
hart for another patient and entered shortly after receivmg !cthat over-
he information into the cancer. treat. doses of radiation due to a computer
nent machine's computer.

malfunction m the center's Therac 25
In a 1990 investigation, the NRC linear accelerator. In Apnl 1987, an-

sund numerous violations of federal other man. Glen A. Dodd. died at Ya-
,
i

>gulatwns. meludmg a faileire to kima Valley Memorial Hospital in
auble-check treatment times for 35 Yakima. Wash., after that hospnars
attents and mstances where pa- Therac 25 expenenced a similar com-

. ents undergomg radiaton therapy puter malfunction. Previously, in De-
cre left alone wahout tramed oper- cember 1985, the machine had in-'

: ors present. The NRC fined the jured another Yakima Valley patient,
aspital 57.500. Dora Moss, durmg treatments to

4

treat a cancer in her hip. l

I

_ __ _ ____ _ _ _ _ . - - -
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The violauons mdicated "a ugmn-
cant breakdown m (CWRU's! radia.N St. Mary's Medical Center, Gary

5 Tripler Army Medical Center, and llobert,Ind and l'orter Memo- tion safety programs for its research
tionolulu - in June IWU, a techno. rial llospital, Valparaisu, lud. - la laboratones," the NRC said. Inspec-

tors were particulady concernedlogist gave radmactive nmhne-131 to a 1990, the NRC suspended the two St'
lactatmg woman without askmg if Mary,s hospitals from providing so- about inadequate traming for techni-_

cians working with radioactiveshe was hicasticedmg. The woman's called brachytherapy treatments -
mtant daughter then mgested radio. mvulvmg surgical implants of rad' ' materials and instances where they

ate and drank in areas whem radio-active rudk. destroying the babyi aettve sources - after discovenng
growth regulatmg thyroid gland. that pauent 1 catment plans wue not g.hve rnaterials wesc used.

bemg used. The NRC lined CWRU $10,000 in
"It's been very sad for our farmly," 1988.

the baby's mnther, Rensely Philhp' ln 69 pauent Gles reviewed by the
said m an mteruew,. NRC, no radiauon prescripuon could a Davis Memorial llospital, I'l-.

Le found fur 57 of the patients. This kins, WNa. - In 1990, NRC investi-
lier lawyer, Charles Khim, said the meant it was impos:able to deter. gators found that Susan S. Barb, theArmy didn't tell Phillip about the mine whether pauents had received chief nuclear medicine technologist,

rmstake. She first learned about st in underdoses, overdoses or the proper had given dozens of patients d:ag-
the Guam newspaper. amount of radiation. nostic doses of radioactive drugs that

"The Armyjust said,'There's been Some of the treatments were per. were fivefold below the presenbed
. amount because she never measuredshght accident. give your kid Ihis formed witheat perscriptions by ra-

medicme enn a day and everything diation oncologist Dr. Kopp(du P the doses. So poor was the technolog-
ists' traming that one of them toldwdl be hne,' " Klum said. Sarma, who is sull director of radia

The NRC proposed a $5.000 nne, tion oncol gy at St. Mary's and prac- NRC invesugators she drew up doses

but cut it in half because the hospital Oces at Pm ter. of drugs in synnges based on " feel
and experience only."

argued that it responded quickly to No line was issued. The NRC gave
the imstake. both hospitals perrmssion earlies this The invesugation also found that

Dr. Fouad H. Abdalla, the radiation
. year to begm domg the proceduresa West flouston Medical Center, uguin after they n.ivumped their pro- Wdy ofneer, had "abundoned" him

grams' Mn k a md da %d
llouston -- She-Jen Wen received eeased all nuclear medicine proce *

a Desert Samaritan Ilospital and dures. Abdalla remains a staff radiol-
1.000 times mote radioactive iodme. Ilcalth Center, Mesa, Ariz. - In No- ogist at Davis Memortal.
131 than she should have m May vember 1989, homemaker Deborah
1988 because substitute tecimuh,gn,t lame mistakenly received 100 mdh' The NRC found that 47 Davis Me-

u s, ins ad of, W nuemines. of morial patients were victims of diag *,Shirley DeFoe thdn't know the dif.
radioactive audme-131 for a thyrmd nostic or therapeutie errors - the .

ference hetw een nuctocu nes and sean. The overdose, equal to 1,000 must of any hospital regulated by the
icunes. a d:tference of 1.000. A3 a times mnre radiatmn than her doctor NRC in the last eight years. Themt

had presenbed, was caused by a se agency Gned the hospital $10,000.n
ggg

tuuit. Wcui thu.oid gland was de- nes of mistakes at the hospital.
E St. Joseph's Hospital and Medi-st ro3 ed 11 was enough to contaminate

Lane s car, home and famdy. cal Center, Paterson, NJ. - Dr.
_1 t,annot nodo what harm has T! mas M. Hdskovie, the radiation

been donef' DeFoe wmte m an an- Lane had to be placed in a special safety ofneer, acted with " careless
guished aciuunt of the anident isolation area whde the radiatmo disregard for safety by allowmg em-
Ithar w off. She also was asked hv hos- ployees in December 1990 to move a
"h" yk God that the patient is still pital officiais to supply a hat of ' very- euncer. treatment machme m viola-e

one she had enntact with, especially tion of federal segulations, NRC oth-
those she had kissed. cials said. Durmg a subsequent in-

The > tate micsugated the mistake, When Lane finished the hst, the vesugauon, Unskode provided
but usued no tme. hospital's chief nuelcar medicine .*manupide and maecurate infor-

E West Shore Hospital, Manistee, technologist responded. "M, y, you' e manon about the incident, accordmg

Mith. - An 14 year old female can. a kissy person, aren't you?. to NRC records.

eer panent accoved a radianon ocer' The Artzona Radiatmn Regulatcry Haskwk wW is sun thtor of
dose dunng an imagmg scan of her Agency fined the hospital $12,000. radiauon oncol gy at the ho>pital,

was replaced as radiation safety offi.gaublaJJer m September 1990. The a Rainbow Babies and Childrens eer. The NRC also ordered that he bellospital, Cleveland - In October semoved from St. Joseph's radiation
1987, 17 tnck-or-treaters were given safety comrmttee for three years.radium ine shug was aduumaned candy from a laboratory centami-

by a part-tune acchmnan w h,, nas on nated with radioacuve Int um and The NRC fmed the hospital
wirkend rail and aho was not prop. carbon-14. Some of the etnldren, all $10.250 in 1991. The case also was re-
edy tiamed or supern .ed She w. of whom were patients, were ailowed fared to the Justsee Department,
ther nusicad or nusundentood m. to enter the lab. winch dechned to prosecute.
strucuans and m sume cases used
guesswork m esrymg out the pmce- Subsequent tests found that the in another meident, a 52 year old

i me. NRc s em a* *h"* cluldren had not been contaminated' man do was to undago Mahon
hut an NRC inspection found 20 vio in annenu to lus hiW and unt m

--The N HC imed the hospit.J H/2, lations of federal regulations, * * " " " #"

prompting the agency to temporanly a lan ge dose to his eye.

elose all 300 lahs m Cicater Cleve- The acendent occurred because the
-

. land, which were under the direcuan panent didn't speak Enghsh, so the
of Case Western Reserve University. ihsetor had the man sunply pumt to -
The labs were permitted to scopen the area of his body that was to be
Ammrounmmedte -u
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To the NRC. it's a matter of tmM
I

.

I
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'
i

us concimd ma tu a m i s Lt . e den tne cae nth scn- inmv on Jchnson t,eiore her radia- J
j Omit-A

ramatmn etrap prscram was % mynes and oesths tnat occur uon treatments
lucn of NRC s regulaton au- "generaily good " Eu iney vm&d mround ux countrv. f.e office re- Al Jonnson, biella s hustand ofi

:s has been turned cret to concem ttat tne respcat suff was sponutue for invest:tatmc the tra- 22 vrats. remams tmer
e'ofncat. but some of the 29 r.ct growarg as ouicniv as ns can- f eav u as never told about si "She should te here today.

I
; run programs s'e paony cor-treatment tmsmess a prooiem Psuettis office knew nothmg teath;. It was just Ca r.n careless- l

i

I cec. itss sinngent and have in- common at hospanis across the about Jonnson s ocath even triourn ness he sa d. >

a uster state apncy did. But om- Johnson remembers takmg his j
paucle rega:ations counin-

ne NRC also conunues to trust Th- numt.er of panents treatea cais m that agenev, tne Depart- nie to the hospital Ove cars a ;

,e hospnals ano dc,ctors to re- with raatation at St Luke s had rnent of Professional hegulauon. week for five wetKs. Ne remembers'

racianon rmnakes oespne pre- neartv dautaied smee 15B5. NRC of- whwh heenses Fionca coctors to tne long hne of puents that
I

.is invesuranons that show inev faciais said. procuee medicme, a;marently snaked througn the hallmiiv. and
3 afied recoros. bed to reguinos Dunng the NRC mspecuon. sev- d:en t pass the information aiong. how Stetia had to be m bed when ,

! ined to cover up raciauen mis- eral members of the hospaal staff The inter agency began an m- she got home. When sheined to get |
ve51' ration of Dr. Malcolm S. Van up to go to the bathroom, she had

':s ,

iRC ometals say they have no oe Water, the doctor wno overra- to stop every few feet to catch her

. how many radtation errors go posed Johnson, after the doctor s breath. He'd bnng her a chair to |

we assume that msurance company filed a mm- lean on- i

cooned piamt against him. Lawvers and medKal specialists
We taven't found that many TDOst o/ihe licensees The comp:ains. filed ey St. paui say that wnat ts most inghienmg ;

,

es of mtsaammistrauons not ti-
'

reported.' said James Lieter- are honest people. rire p Insurance co., we that ian aboui the case is that van de water ,

i - director of the agency s OfSee g/e assurne ihat ihe son m 1he'1rea1 ment of tS1elia"''d '''."u" e"8 '#P' ' ***",** "***'''"''"******'"''"*d*'
Johnson treated he, .th an

bnfortement But, he added.1f ,

v oestroyed 611 the recorcs, obel- ones who aren'I kbn5=' for.b'2*' era' bre*St.c^ncer outdated orthovohace machme an >

resulung m ceath of patient. X-ray unit that should not have ,

. - -

O'" been used except on surface can- |

twnt. s. confronted mth the com-C r ani n Sehn said aa oe Wa1er surrendered cers-NRC neecs to encourage hon- people, and we don >l his beense, pmmpting the beensing for breast cancer treatments i

.

,, y e , really have board to erop its invesugauon. Now van ee water shouid have used a'ns c: y,es h[y ra ,

! iv jow- procedures to buard retird be bves on a quiet. palm more sophtsucated knear accelera-
. .

tree-hned street a few blocks imm tor, wruch can dehver a wellde-
'lle penalues shauld be such agalast rnassive the Pa!rn Leach Country Cub. an fined beam of radiat2on to subsur- i

.uIl*be g"'*fa'tIr'Na'n't[eIk If collusion andfraud.' ",or teople hae Estee lauder and

,

* ' ci"5've ne'Ehb rhaod re5erved
f*"1255ue med's didn't have a kn-

cmi ertens say."

But SL Mary
1

src the truth Scim said. "We - han sehn. tr.e Rennedys. car necelerator. Good Samantan
-ume that most of the bcensees NRC chairrnan In an intervew at his home. Van Hospital. two miles away, did.;

de Water demed mjunns Johnson. " Literally it's like usmg a dou-
on 1 aren honet r '

" expressed concern that the cur. When asked why his msurance ble-barreled shotgun to r. hoot asai people, and we don't really rent ... staff level amtinues to be company pid a $100.000 set- mosquito on the wall." r. aid Law-
insufficient for the sizerscope of the tiement before a lawsuit was even rence J. Block Jr , a lawyer who i.e predures to guar agamst

ssive collusion and fraud, treatment program and that ever. filed. he said the compny was wor- represented another woman whom ;

Chee NRC cfficials mamtam
t most hosp:tais ce honest worx and stress-relat.ed errors are ned that a jury might sympathtze Van de Water mjured with the or-

'

NRC cmetals with the acad woman. thovoltage machme. |.

sut reportmg radiation mistakes, said. A!! bough they are casual fnends Block's chent. E9-year-old 14arga- *
s

agency's records show that
st do not do so on time "We.. don't dispute either of these and colleagues. Dr. Joseph R Dolce ret Pellegnnt. also had breast can-

said Jim Gosky. a vin pres. disputes Van de Water s clairn that cer. After an operation m 1966 to re.;

] *RC regulations require c*rors ident for the MetrcHealth System. he didn't hurt Johnson. move a small lump. Pellegnnt was
i De reported within N hours A g a R wg a "The radiation thmpy Uled pven near-perfect odds for rew |

review of nearly 4 000 incident
.h s1 y It shouldn t have her. no quesuon about it." said cry. Block said. Doctors had oniv

-

orts fded with ine NRC over the Mmed " Dolce, who performed a mastec- recommerided radianon trestrnent .j : eignt years found that hospitals but St. Luke s. uniine some hos. as a precautionary measure. t

p.M r e ved to remedy the in a ceposttion. Van de Water ad- Imea an average of 3 days to
shoncommgs identified by the mitted be knew of no other physe

',

; s before notifyirg federal om-
t :5 NRC.The technokgists mvolved m clan m the world who had used an

eme wilt much longer. the overerposures were disciphned orthovoltage machme for sucha

j st Lume s Hosmtal m Cleveland for not reportmg them immede treatments.
3 7 Pellegnni received a 11.2 mdhon i.ted a year tefore reportmg that ately, and hospital officials hired an

reast canni patent tid mistak- addtuonal technologist to i settlement. Because her right lur.g !
v received a OM overoose of ra. niemhen their radiauon safety is destroyed. her life now revolves !
non. For that. the NRC fined St- a ound an orygen tank. '

nrocram f
,

ge's 51.250 m lE Todat the NRC 3ays St. Luke's "This case really exemphfies ev-
.nree years later. the hotonal is a mooel for others ergnmg that's wrong with rnocern-

fmed another 51p5 because Whde the malonts of radiation day medicine." Block said. -De- '
, '

er cats passen whde officials mistakes are retvatted late to au- cause i rtally thmk the underivmgi
!
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Woman paralyzed by damage
s them.said recentir ther knew neth-

to soinal cord aave un bov.i ing of the meldent.
U r Although Congress created theA-

going to be at age 13. I don't know if NRC to protect the public in matters
By DAVE DAVIS that will be at age 18. But I want of radiation safety, agency officials
etm ocxca uponTtn them to know. . .'' say they can't get involved in inct-

N APLES, Fla. She stopped, for a moment unable dents hke this because the doctor m-
The doctor told her not to worry. ak jured Conme with a linear accelera-

but Connie Norns knew something to,s[m s.orry, there's tuo things in tor, a supervoltage machine that
was wrong. Every time she lowered this world that make me cry, and does not fall under NRC junsdiction.
her chm to her chest, electncal that's living here in this nursing The agency has repeatedly turned
shocks shot through her arms and home and thinking about missing down proposals to extend its author-

mhchildren."or seven years, Connie lived ind:y to cover electrically generated ra-legs. it
Withm.. weeks, she couldn,'t run. ation sources,

Later, when the tried to watk, she the nursing home, penniless and But Connie isn't the only one who
would stumble. In the shower, she doubled up with an elderly room. received a radiation overdose at
couldn't tell whether the water was mate as a ward of the state, She was Overlook Hospital. Since her acci-
hot or eold. 34 years oldwhen she arnved. Every. dent,14 other people havebeen over-

By June 1985, Connie was par- one else had come there to die. A few dosed during diagnostic tests that,
alyzed from the neck down. The doc- times a day, someone would flip her unlike the incident in which Connie -
tor she Ipd gone to for treatment of over.She would get medicine and oc. was injured, did fall under NRC ju-
Hodgkm s disease had given her too casionally a bath' me, the insurancerisdiction.
much radiaton too quickly. He also From ume to ti For example, in October 1991, a
had failed to prutect her spmal cord. company representing the New Jer. physician mistakenly injected a

The radiation overdose had left sey doctor who injured her would of. 27-year-old woman with too much of
her flat on her back in a Tampa re a- fer a settlement. She turned them all the wrong radioisotope. The mistake

6 montbold s?JohnYnd Aaron' down. She knew the money would damaged the woman s growth-regu-
have to be enough to keep her for the latmg thymid gland, for which the

had come to vint' rest of her hfe. It also would have to NRC fined the hospital $3,125c
be enough for the boys. In her statement, DeBard said

To pass time, Connie took up Overloo,k works hard to avoid suchno arer shou d
v to ace'y well. pamting. Holding the brush in herhapp"I had two healthy errors. We d like a perfect rtcord"

rounded httle boys when I gave them mouth, she would create warm she said, , but whenever human be-
up to the foster home," Connie re. landscapes or,, beaches, bays and sea. tngs are involved,, the:e is a potential
called. "When the foster parents gulls. She would rarely leave 1.er for human cror.brought them up about three months 15.by.15-foot room, except to go to Connie sa s her, experience has
later to see me, I saw two confused. church. taught her at pauents must look
angry httle children. All they did was In September 1990, a jury deliber. out for themselves.lay on the floor and scream and kick. ated only an hour before awarding I went to the hospital every day
And that made up my mmd: They her $6.7 million. She eventually ac. for four weeks. And every day 1
had to be somewhere permanent, cepted slightly less because the in. would lay on the linear accelerator,"somewhere with famdy." surance company threatened an ap. Conme said.''They made lead blocks.

That's when Connie asked her peal. Even though expert testimony for mylungs.They blocked my heart
cider sister Jov to raise her boys, a convinced jurors that her doctor also. And twice I was laymg on the
choice prompted when her fiance, failed to protect her spinal cord from table and they were radiatmg me,
the twms' father, broke off their en. being over-radiated, no enforeement and I remembe'r thinking, 'What
ga ment. action was taken by the U.S. Nuclear about my spinalcord?

oday, the 8-year-olds live in New Regulatory Commission or the state
that queston. I said to myself, %ght,

But Ijust dismissed that thou
Jersey,1.100 miles away. They affee- of New Jersey. ell,
tionately call Cunnie "Other Mom" An official at Overlook Hospitalin he knows what he s domg.' I tmstedover the phone and during their an. Summit, NJ., the hospital where that he knew hisjob.
nual two-week visits to the Naples Conme was injured, said Connie was ''Now, a lot of doctors don't likenursmg home m which she hves. De- properly treated by the ho:pital on. me. I had one doctor say I was accus-
spite the loss and pam, Connte says cologir* Susan DeBard, Overlook's atory because I ask direct questionslettmg her sister adopt the boys was admmistrative director of radiology, and I insist on answers. And I askthe best thing she ever did. also sard there was "no medical pos. questions that the average person"I am so lucky to have my sister
and her husband raismg my bovs. I sibihty" that Connie developed qua. doesn't think to ask. I've learned my
just love her" Cocnie said. "I' love driplegia from the radiauon treat. lesson. I really don't trust doctors

ments. anymore."the boys. tam" "The Jury clearly was rwayed to Today, two books play an impor-Conme savs that as time passes. ,

the bond beiween her and the boys compensate the patient based on tant role in Connie horris' life. One
grows stronger. As they mature, they sympathy for her personal situation, is the Bible. The other is her photo

which was tragic due to the many ob. album.are better able to understand what vious health problems she had at The Bible gives Connie a warmhappened.
"I dream of the day when I can sit that time," DeBard said in a pre. feeling inside, a sense that there are

down, one.on-one, with each of them pared statement.New Jersey officials, who have reg-
- - - - -

separatelv, and tell the whole story of ulations requinng that all senous ra-
why I didri t get to raise them " Con-

~

nie said. "And i don ~t know if that's diation mistakes be reported to
_ , _ _ _ _ _

- - - - ~ _ _- .__ ,
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things more important than hersdf. alyzed," Conme told the boys during months. IO

So does her photo album. their last visit. "1, was standmg up "I made that stool while I was in
When she fhps through its pages, giving you a bath. the Naples Community Hospital, as '.

she rees two htile parts of herself "I look at,these photos and I miss part of my therapy," Connie ex-
A

and knows that they are out ,there, these times, said Joy,as she and the plain..ed. "I had just enough strength
growing, thrwing, making their way boys huddled around Conme s bed. 3 eft,

m the world. "I do,too," Conme responded.
A page later. Conm.e is paralyzed. ,

.

When the boys come for their an- On another page, there's a
nuel visit. as they did recently, they Christmas tree, presents and the The boys are 18 months old. It is

1985- '

shays get out the photo album. It is boys. " Christmas 1984," reads the
a testament to the hfe that Connie caption. Though she was less than halfway
and the boys once had together, to "You were 6 months old then," through the album, Connie declared -
two usters' love for each other and Connie said. matter +f-factly, "This is where my -'
for their children. It shows the twms "When is this going to end?" Aa- memories end."
that Conme was not always par- ron asked. He was anxious to go ..From the beginning of the book
alyzed. shoppmg because this year, as in to here - these are my memories'

One photo shows a naked ,'Aaron years past, Conme had promised t the days of me havmg the kids. The
at 6 months. On the next page, be- let the boys pick out the toy of their rest of the photos Joy's sent me over

choice. She wisely placed a $20 hmit th 3m M & he she's hadneath a snapshot of the boys,M,to.gether. Conme has written. y on their imaginations. them.,, 1

brother and me." As his brother fidgeted, John
In another picture, she smiles as leaned in for a cioser bok. Connie asked her sister to closea

she gives the babies a bath. He was examimng a picture of a the book. "All right, let's go to K
"See, that's before I was par- wooden footstool and the twms at 14 mart."

.

8

TOMORROW / LAST OF THE SERIES

Lies, deceit, criminal convictions - and nobody's in jail

__
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woman's tale of ordeal :

By DAVE DAVIS

Pim CMER REPORTER 'At hOme, Ihadlo sit about what was going on at thaSTEUBENVILLE, O.
Jean Matalik knew she might die, with tOwelspacked time," Murdock said. "It was reall-

.

netweeniMataiikland herdoctor. -but she wanted people to know what
had happened to her at Ohio Valley arOUndmystomach ofriciais at.the U.S. Nuclear Regu ;
Hospital here. area because the latory Commission say they wern un ;

Pa medical secretary videotaped her bf00d wOU/dTUR. f . aware or the radiation overdose tha iSo in Apnl 1959, the BurgetMtown,
Matahk weeived. When told about it ithey s
eventcaid it was not a "reportabl [

story. COUldn't even sit to
.

Matalik was about to undergo dan- even 1heegh Concannen
gerous surgery to repair the damage watch TVOran}' thins'' who has retired and hves in Alexan I
from the radiation wound that sie
sway at her chest. Doctors in Pitts- -Jean Matalik dria Va., now believes it probably [

was.
burgh were going to remove dam. Concannon said that because Mat i
aged muscle, ribs and tissue. They elsewhere. alik was a large woman, he wad
also were l'oing to graft skin and Concannon says Ohio Valley didn't forced to
blood vessels in the area in an at- have the proper equipment to treat of tissue m. overexpose some sections ;order to get the properi
tempt to stop the radiation ulcer Matallk. Because of this, she re- amount of radiation into the diseasec t
INS EN#'"E-

ceived too much radiation'Matalik to
area.

Concannon says he told IIe said he didn't report the inci-i
,

k70a Ju . go to Pittsburgh, where she could be .deytathehC ,us ehe o hn to
j"I don't think I can live every day treated uth a hnear accelerator, a

of my hfe with this pam," she said, safer and more powerful machine her - and seen the damage done i
he wou: have notified the agers'y,!

crying, as the camera taped her, than the cobalt 60 unit at Ohio Val. he said.
ley. He says she refused because of .

She talked about her left-breast the lonr, drive. ~~!
mastectomy in 1984 and about how "So I was ctuck with a high-risk 'ne was veryshOrt and . gthe cancer reappear,ed in her right patie9t," Concannon said. *I took the :
breast in 1987.Then she talked about
the five weeks of cobalt-60 radiation

cha'sce of treatmg ther), even though to the point. . . . He-

i kraw it would require a large dosetreatments at OhioValley. of rahation. But I thought it was / Oohed at the bum and !
,

By the time they ended in March withm ner) tolerance " Saidit wouldbe healed ,t1988, her skin had broken into a in her ctaped statement, Mat- in two weeks.> ?three mch gash. Later, all of the skin
alik said her doctor recommendedpeeled of f.

"It just looked like raw meat," she the cobalt treatments. In depositions. -Jean Matalik ;
said. her husband and daughter say they '

were assured that Ohio Valley could But Matalik claimed in her vid n
.

"At home, I had to sit with towels treat her properly. cotaped statement that she saw Con ,packed around my stomach area be. On Aug. 30.1989, Matalik took her
cannon aner the treatments ended.cause the blood would nm. I couldn't life. Coneannon's insurance company The last time was April 27.1988, a . '.even sit to watch TV or anything. eventually paid her family a $500.000 few days after her daughter rushed .Any time 1 raised myarm or coughed settlement.
her to the hospital emergency room'.'or tr.oved, the skin would just peel * Keith Murdock, an Ohio Valley because they couldn't stop theoff and the blood would pour out." spokesman, called the incident "un-

Matahk underwent the radiation fortunate " but said the hospital was wound from bleeding.
treatments at Ohio Valley even in no way responLible. " lie was very short and to the2-
though her doctor, Joseph Concan. "The point. . . ." Matalik said. "He looked a '
non, now says she shoulo have gone ~~

hospital knew very little
at the burn and said it would ber
healed in two weeks!'

i

>

_-. - - - _ . - -
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By TED WENDLING and DAVE DAVIS

PUUN DEALER REPORTERS T gi " [ ~ ''
.

4is doctor said it was as though 9. year-old
H Dwight Golstein had been in an atomic bomb

-. - :

j(inachine that had beamed lethal doses of cobalt radia-
'

(~blast. Only the " bomb" was a cancer. treatment -

, , ;% ,

'. tion into a tumor in his sinus cavity. N
. ,

'

'

The radiation was a slow killer."After a few months. Y b '

' Dwight's dark skin turned jet black and began to peel, 4 A
"

spinal fluid drained from his right ear and his swollen W rtongue forced its way out of his mouth.
. . "It was the worst case of radiation injury I've ever Wendling Davis Shaw

seen in my career," said Dr. William M. Wara, a San -

' Francisco oncologist who examined Dwight before he An extensive effort-died. I can only describe it as hornble. . . . You can . . .
describe him as someone who had a
accident or an atomic bomb exposure. , nuclear reactorPlain Dealer reporters Dave Davis and Ted
oDwight's mother, Barbara, watched her Wendling traveled from San Francisco to Bur-

vmade sure to hug him and kiss him,, son die. I gettstown, Pa., and from Washington, D.C., toshe said. ,

-- Dwight s face was disfigured and his tongue was s West Palm Beach, Fla., to gather records and
. fat he looked like a little monster. He really looked conduct interviews for this series. They inter- :
grotesque and he knew it, but I wanted him to know viewed more than 150 people, including doctors,

lawyers, government officials and radiation vic-
i dieo adiation-induced respiratory failure tims. B,rynne Eaw @ gram me vhs

an eir s.on Aug. 21,1988. By then, he bore little resemblance
to his twin brother, Dwayne. Three weeks of acciden- gathered more than 10.000

'

tal double doses, of cobalt-60 radiation at Alta Bates pages of court records, inspection reports and
Medical Center m Berkeley, Calif., had bumed him investigative files kept by the U.S. Nuclear Reg-

!
beyond recogmtion. ulatory Commission and mi nerous t, tate agen-

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and its
state counterpart, the California Radiologic Health ey filed more than 100 requests under the
Branch, never knew Dwight Golstem ex2sted, al- federal Freedom of Information Act and state 4

'

, though his death should memonalize him as the only public records laws, including numerous ap-
'

' person m Califorma known to have died from a medi- peals when documents were denied. One of the
cal dia o appeals prompted the NRC to reverse its policy ,

U g IC also was unaware of the thholding the names of people who have

over-radiation of Jean Matalik. a medical secretary
The reporters also used a computer to analym

( who committed suicide m 1989 after a doctor at Ohi and search more than 1.5 million NRC records.
'

, Valley Hospital in Steubenville burned a hole m her
. chest wntle treating her for breast cancer. Nor did the Olivia Wallace provided research and library as-

3 agency know that Florida resident Connie Norns was sistance. This series was directed by City Editor :
I forced to give up her twin sons for adoption after radi. John Griffith-

ation treatments in 1984 left her quadnplegic.
5 Although the NRC was created Oct. 11,1974, "to

,

'
~ protect the public health and safety" by regulating the But even at the nation's most serious reactor ace.

. *.
civilian uses of nuclear materials,it has no record of dent - the March 1979 meltdown at Three Mile Islan ,

: scores of deaths and serious injuries caused by radia- in Middletcrrn, Pa. - no deaths or serious injurie
, tion oncologyin the United States. have been proven. Critics say that raises question '
q That is partly because the NRC's 3,335 employees about the NRC's allocation of resources because les
3 pend well over 80% of their time, energy and $512

than 5% go toward the regulation of medicalinstitu :!;tnillion budget regulating nuclear power plants, the tions.{f,ailures of which have potentially catastrophic health
|percussions. SEE ERRORS /15 / '
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i X-ray victim -
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| By TED WENDUNG jf ' " ')' .~'
.g y _

! PLAIN DEALER REPORTER #^
,'

[ h$dQ- % yz - U;Q
E ggg '

! When John Hughes was ]
' ~"

,

j growing up on Cleveland's y ." *"g 7*g ~g*

. ;.

West Side in the 1930s, the X-
ray wasinits heyday. 5, 1 I',

: In shoe stores, curious shop- .

'd
'

je
j pers exposed themselves to X- '

! rays so they could marvel at I- ,M-*

the bones in their feet. Doctors ~,ec
;'''? . -

,
' "*:X-rayed pregnant women to - >F# . _ . . . . _ _ . . . . . . . . _ s ..

give parents a glimpse of their This is how Dwight Golstein looked a few weeks before he died of '
"
m n s 'ith a radiation overdose. Holding his hand is his mother, Barbara.

j nes and programs touting the
I wonders and potential horrors !** * * ' " * *

! of life in a fast-approaching
- A -_., % a # *
~

i - L.N H N *

| atomic age. *

SC ' > ( ~f / ".L c .;1d_*N{/g 8
"'WO 5

: It was against this backdrop MJ-- #4~,
~

<'!| that Hughes' doctor said he . w
{ could clear up the 17-year-old's

. 5:
.2 m, -a --.

g#hM; acne vdth X-rays. z 1

I_! "I remember distinctly the M . . V'%5f
! first time my mother and I

a - 4 . & @4 W +" % I
E % "~''4 8-

i went to see him," Hughes said.
i "Tilcureit'was the nrst thing SAXAhD'N r. .c
i he said. In those days, when a 'EF % %j c
! doctor said something, that .W ~" k '"

was the Word -with a capital an'"d:.p
i W." % c.. .

:

| Once a week for about six PF 7" "
'

i months,Hughes dutifully trav- '

eled to his doctor's ofnce be-s -

! hind Terminal Tower. While 4,F' 1 ~

' his mother waited outside, the *
i doctor focused the X-ray beam

.

N 'A ..m .

on different pa::s of the boy's ' '

k,,

pockmarked face. ysp=%s

j Hughes never felt a thing -
.

vM"Mem
; atleast not for the nrst decade.

.
,

memmssaw |

| SEE DOSE /144 Dwight Golstein's twin brother, Dwayne,13, listens as his mother
; g describes Dwight's last days.
1

i

<

.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ , . _ - _ _ .
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LETHAL DOSES RAD 9T10N TmT MLS ,

!

Ma laHd hushed UP toisrm.

_

Radiation and you
Ramahon e pwi nf e= =weteners aroure us. n namenn ,

estianooias u.a.miw e rangma nom nairnmes = oar,

20 Pat 1eDtS
-

t
Soontists measwa X-roy or gammg

vowegent The una asse m expre e romanon m unite cane !e. maanmy ae rausar :

pmse.in om-ins ao e.amwesent man). The annuairetzuwe as F)e rem froser0en t a

of wn=e coor r=a.~n = s
IW
l

Da*=ee an r=== pacia a exposuresor rgo wreouae
m eme ust sad Donnad skmn.

3,,,,, , , , , , , , , , , , , jpa ,'11 Maryland had been one'of the 21 states - ' " * * " * " * * " ' ' * * '' * " " " ' * * " *
roer.1 O'* ' ' ' ' eculs * * ~"' *M' ar"vtand ho"smist mformed the saw including Ohio - regulatedby the NRC, most of M' *dterim="" * 5''"C"atuen 1of Pubic

um zo pauema umd one aner a,. the records pertaining to the 20 deaths at Sacred Heah nr.reeh are u.d of ~
* nun mg mmm a cv Heart would be available under the federal

N't="'=-=a= =ccc*'" ';>* "RC.a%*","m'",,*And u,'",:,",,Of' * " " " * " * .* " * * '**"""*''''''**"'''''*"1*'lFreedom ofInformation Act. Medicalconsumers'^** * * * * * * * * * * * " * * * * *wem rm".uon mm'"p, he am cu"- then could decide whetherSacred Heart and the s","',,u**m"=ma ""e nrnw'y.'.cr * '= > =
,.m ano e.aa ecore som =1 cii. state acted responsibiv. Aod the shmad not h,.imwe

e.eara ww w.cnpuons by n
Offetals at Sarren Heart ttcapttal m

-tt's guestannone whrther Uwy ik2aDy that somreudt se a tad actor, m " "''I INS U
I C

Chimpertand taid the brytarut De' eentrttsuted to the esaaba af 20 peo- ee man t dig anno their bactsnsun&. wuh agmmmm -' M W W. ,

3mnmmof trwEnnromnenk pen." he sani" hat s sa
, -d a _ane of the are- u.ed Durvid Wood a ranwa aan herrea.u.r. .ous, ah (- * T-

. oC su -. .,_ xar.,,6 a a ed

"agmement staw fMau.enship with - f s .amm.al Camines -
Atthough Lim h

m,be,only dure,the bureau not dag e.ntseted s,ta_tes fe not passmg mm
-o. emeer arg mm com. nos ~ -es oa _, .,a,r,_ . uh. me mC -mission - meanmg me state falls the ag'venutaw pmg4m De of the

73C5 TDie m the brensag and sn. most sucres &ful suurfederal pan. came aren t even samf4 wfwthrt thry rwgr armtafae$ a pfugmm against a 25 Ufeems nose from risturet bacusa

specuan of wurwer mawness ouwr ae srute yet _. uw5stad haw a crtmmad fecer L Wond sand
8188' re$ shark Mcs&ftbrlo feGQn exposk ;

an pmver piants - Heart saga pasms up what erfuts say U" NRC has " " *M 18DrtB 88 ''
.thcg,w Hmm p.g.the state a Rada. m just one or the progrms: emnyd='**"** "' mf***t=a = == )ust == d the thmss =ue t==a. wran an m.
vesugatgth. protderra pmgrams or hospitatL toweers Cab hastmism ever." man Greta Dscus. man

Iton C. Kamment. daector g( the direciar of Ar*===w Densson of Rar
What 44 it finis' Mryland au, If karyknd had twen m af the 21 NBCs Omce of Stsw Pmsnsms. dannan Canuut ~ Bin the prendeen m !so Prome== rataamm ecsmoest haec ,

;

""8 ~ ''f. ihue"l Of trW Tete'rW pr'kdd'8' 8 A8 ''8''* d .sans win never amm ;k ceftamlf SUunds ta me hke rnuch troader than that The tRZ2mes, menesse. reussa. vomt '.try the NR

tammg to tree 20 dunte unner the me d be dehghted to share that kmd agreeraent EmMs reguM1e fnore fe-
W DeGeeasmts000 prest!la what a sponesmart for the lam. eaths as Sacred

duseDwe mswenal than the NRCramment Deparunrfa calaed 7he Heart woWe be ov of mformstaurL'saad Kammerer. a q ano rimarrena. i

sws and ... an some caert we be- !wrurGest thahg ive seen amce I've federal Freessesi of Infartnatsun Act farmer arfensive end is the Wash" 'brwe we have more expense thantren nefe" tfe klarvtand attamey Diedscal consurnres then ecuad es Erdsamt *%ere may te a Ue NRCdoeL*geners a en wied an ag =mi one wheme 5= cad *ers =8 tra" ington re ut neem = he fdiecgap u 30 m esheson h few or f
wuh Lacrea Heart se 1959 pw0gmg sism acted fesptmaanly. Thus auw te. but fneGuel consun> M ens W W h . -

that asi vertwas of the enwest:sauen Pataena use we orprvved of un. Another gap extus a the NRCs ,vs e Arsansas test rause to ques- h N '"28888 'W" '

enfortenem of Its so<alard fatsae taan the staw s eentnutmefd to elkwindd te iWethitend finta angeme ute
U M'o#UEEE-

08f*88= 0088partyn odorTamuun tur-
was not a "wnwet" af tL raue, of a' wuse ewaarre a rerum. maastrauan wportmg mar. fortsng ra&ataan safety fWer

, , W fevet l ss of appe
anc genorm enesseet Recovery b ;-Arkansat unsen has twen anThe staw furuwe pmouse une eena mm,e,,m etan a$,,g " " ' ' "'''''"'"*d'''' "mme - a,,c wm ., d met a. - w,-- - m"uss' *8".e'r"o''n"ed a ,,,s,,,,"t,'f.18,88,,u.*', ~ ~ *'""''8'"'"''"' It *** * hso ><-ai ,g gg ied

fkne of the hospital !w fadmg to saset A1Aa sales and the NRCOAre ,,r so
?Fport menadeutustretspre - over*

me t share afanama ,,,mga,ig LODO Desm samms 30 aryu. ,prompuy report the overesses names, ummerskues and other tyde.

-Ac - !r., r.re ue . . an,. t.,netu o . aC3 sm nm sir -*. w has -Die ageremern anse trouned that nastr Chme of programs Ifwer years to pau compst- of the irger agnementaate pr> j= a, sow inn t,H.ousum m. ight mentm * ~eas a ~w = =aan = eim, md.mm du mnaans grw e and urenses ==14ue m -

sisle a PuDiE Informateon Act flirted safety M' Iter. Dr. hteyverd L Tree, tse _ has fanaq Jiant one
thscsosuff of the the9 esaswme of rm was eurrearwd an 49eg on fukmy BnR states dont akersvs do GL tydstal ensututane for a radataan et. g % ,, wU N MW *MNO ME4IF ttlunts fr152ng 1B tenteskrg ev> he, fM insufre. wnd {{ OkMaDR Basse hrmmang an agmeparJIISafMd heart to al&ow the nespital to gyntT and fadmg ta Teport fematont state EE JuiW 19eI.

y,,,,, gg,,,,,, y gg,,,,,

taae *whatever attaen d Geoms sp. p grgon g a gt,y Veterans Admmaa- I '#L "
CanWisende. 'e DicM simply boens that Mdaanaan er e liuaL* said Dr. Birty A $segela apgumerit RL 1 dont irtapw

OU 8
propriate to pmtett tis mw=esL* ggtagi gythtal Center unIfanrs. JE punmf maE H

states Fw8=* Tie flealth Brarsen at Arkansas facspitais arW $L Lotas radsotogts and charinas af yeelly gesng en lere, but let ,The vestill has twen a news alars. But they dont and seether does doesni knrie that kyrer< ped Dwirnt than etsretw's. the NRCs Advisare Carnmsm enout of what appears to te the most the Texas Barreu af Ramesson Car > stie stedraJ cars W Inumns *1f you late the heel ou.t. af thenL' T' -c.ds,icin died from a huse raamtion
'

h 8trficus fadetsim mndefit m the tfDL mluch relatenaed Freeman, pyy, taer at Alta Bates hiedatai Cen. eree up mith echtmened FrguelDrL " * ' " '
s3M s hanWfy $armd Hfset p#atials Aher t f ter as Beraeder m 1984. ",, [. '"

~~m,,, ,,an ,n ema,.uuqi be the WA,. F.,,.
wie e,e wid

df r. mno... uRc -nas ent to ta.a wite the med'" NRC offic. sis eventuady

n,yo,nd t*,'".ey .e- - -em d - ue ,, see - s .r,.,a' '""*'" , , , , , , ,,,,,,, ,,a,, ,,,d ,.r.,,, t ., w, , ett

m,dmeag r.etsa. m.
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r ,s
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progrwaathettp9ective acuun." Fy. The Bureau af Radauon Cwitre wasa t m effect thm They saas thelf 1- ~ af the mutteer "The knast past wtand to if your

rreares showed that no are m Cah- rneannne currimuntry. moet af wrenne state s gas a hmned buuget and hires alghet we say tL ihis e i
Qumter emund not descaiss that caersee f reeman s armarmee gua,u,fp fy,ua had ever ened of an uute enc $-weeris asw mmun by gove'amern. Propee wne aren s very guaufseal yo" aC T.ammrew set *h b !, ,,'*** * 5** * su=aeer=>

'"o' "''y"'*stNd a"ftd 2 a"ies'n t der a',u,d an,, , ,namscove maienes h. ==f omdo= drad sua = sota - wheuwe uw NRC or *" "*" ' *' d
ntt uan..aiut ie am outi,m iterftlinet! #ne'hrT. Dr how mattV.

osams er caese be the hupua; s "There's nevat twen a eksth that I UW SEWS ODa brruf MgulatDry%****
good Fib of proteetmg the pubhe, Dr. biashes to teG MNay to 6 ||crfw *CrJeu sometmoy informs us of- know of. a'iG he been m the prie "Agreemeftt states can be a train watie yet rou get people whose only an ag'erment state?
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No such thing as safe dose, Radiatioa mistakes co-'~e -

p,.a. - -.d in. r -.m. -
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. Radiation and you-

Ramation is part of the environment around us. It bombaros us,,~e R /6 N,/ tar =9a=t =r aves at *a ran9=9 = n an= to dan 9-=s/ o- to letnal.
Scientists measure X-ray or gamma radiation in units called

roentgens. The unit used to express the quantity of radtation you
recerve is the tem (roentgen equrvaient man).The annual
perrrassib!e occupationat dose of whole-body radiation is 5 rem.

Whole body
~ " ' .

Dosage in roms Effects & exposures
gram smee 1968.'said Donald Bunn'
a seruor health physicist. <.001 Gamma ray exposure from TV per,

3 year. .

"It's a copout." Dr. Sidney M. *
DWolfe, director of Public Citizen

Health Research Group, said of the .

. agreement-state program. '' Die NRC,
_ _ _

-

aMak M :soe,- # , .p.-24:.y for budget reasons. as up for turnmg
this over to states. And the record of . .002.003 Gamma ray exposure at Perry plant

..' 'O s!!e boundary peryear.' how the states do is pretty clear: , , + .

Some do well and some do ternbly. r G -

pg,[ '. ,.g
*

And that should not be tolerated."
*' "

-In recent yea s. the NRC has been
at loggerheads with agreement-state .08 Dental X-ray.
program directors many of whom
beheve the agency as a dictatonal Big

'

1 % '
-Brother. Although NRC au6ts have

~ cnticized states for not passmg com- - - -

patible regulations. the NRC has
never decertified a program against a 25 Lifetime cose from natural backgroundstate' smit radiaton, including radon exposure.,

" Reporting misadministrations is ' ex
just one of the thmgs states have +

heartbum over," said Greta Dieus, mp
director of Arkansas' Division of Ra-
diation ContmL *But the pmblem is 50 . Possible ramation sickness; heacache,
mucE" broader than that. The
agreement states regulate more ra-

. dtzziness, rnalaise, nausea, vomiting,
" diarrhea, decrease in blood pressure,

d2oactive matenal than the NRC imtability and insomnia.
doet and ... m some cases. we be. p
lieve we have more expertise than
the NRC does." 250 Acute radiation sickness, few or no,

That may be,but medical consum. deaths and significant life shortening.
erifin Arkansas have cause to ques. Radiation sickness includes vomiting,

' '
dlarrhea, loss of hair, nausea.- tion the state's commitment to en.

- foiErig radiation safety rules- hemorrnaging, fever, loss c4 appetite
Arkansas, which has been an and general malaise. Recovery (if no *

- agreement state since 1963 has '. comphcation$ in 9 bout three months.
+@?.m w..w ,s %' w~~ MmWR never Ened a hospnal for radiation

r ~ violations. 1,000 Death within 30 days. -. 3
.

Sunilarly, Illinois, which has one ', j
of. the larger. agreement-state pro.

'

grams and licenses about 400 medi- -

cal insututions. has fined just one
medicalinsututon for a ratatson vs. MEmwhem Nam PD -clation smee becoming an agreement gw g%
state m June 1987.

..g

Dieus simply boasts that radiation or a bust"said Dr. Barry /L Siegel, a appmach is. I don't know what's
.: at Arkansas hospitals are St. Louts radologtst and chairman of really going on here, but let's regu-

aerthan elsestere. the NRC's Advisory Committee on late the hell out of them'They be-
"When we have had an incident at the Me6caWses of Isompes.1f ym come irational"

a hospital, they mind it as much as end up wnh enhghtened regulators,
we do," she said. *A fine is another who are mHing to talk Eth the medi- NRC ofHeials eventually would
penalty on top of what has occurred. cal folks and really understand their like to see every state become self-

mh p de some mes. I as d's et rs but gu ato n

haven't had to.- y u can actueve a comfortable status, simply can t afford to operate strong
E*E'**'

Representatrves of the nuclear ''The bust part would be if your '

SI3t''S !"'t a Emed budtet apd h~s .- , ;g -- - 1r.e eme cr=r ::. - m
resent any mtrusion' by government, people wno aren t very quam yo,u able.'' Kammerer said. "It is an ep- .
are spht over whetner the NRC or hge{ prog s . i

en ts

the states do a better regulatory job.
good job of protecung the pa oc.Or, bushes to te!! everybocy to become '

" Agreement states can be a boon worse yet,you get people utose only an agreement state."..
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LETHAL DOSES RADIATIONTHATK!LLS *
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Maryland hushed up|
20 patients' deathi.e i'_._.u_ . . + . . . ,

.
i

By TED WENDUNG

If Maryland had been one af the 21 states - ;w mw**
including Ohio . regulated by the NRC, rnost ofIn October 1sss. ome:als at a

Maryland hospital mformed the state the records pertaining to the 20 deaths at Sacred
.

that :D pauents had sed after aca. ,,, ^ ~ . ' #"' ' ~ ~
. . .

dentauy remng overdoses of co- Heart would be available under the federal
* * ' ' ' * * * * * " ' Freedorn ofInformation Act. Medical consurners

'

Anoter 15 pauent- sho undu- then could decide whetherSacred Heart and the -

went raianon therapy for bram can- .
.

cet also had weewed doses that ex. state actedresponsibly. ;

eeeded their presenpbons by 75%.
omeials at Sacred Heart Hospital in "It's questionable whether they ficially that somebody is a bad actor.

'

Cumberland told the Maryland De- contnbuted to the deaths of 20 peo- we don't d:g mio their background." ,

partment of the Environment. ple." he said. "Itars one of the am- said David Wood. a radianon beens- ,

jBecause Maryland has a so called bicaces of mis case? mg newer iriTexas.
,

" agreement state" relationship with Although the Nabonal Governors' Not only does the bureau not dig ;

the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com- Association has called the NRCs into appheants' backgmunds. apph-
mission- meanmg the state fl!Is the agreement-state pmgram"one of the cants a@ven askd uhemn mey
NRC's role m the licensmg and in- most successh.! state' federal part- have a enmmal record Wood said.
Specuan of nuclear matenals other nerships yet estabhshed, the Sacred And the NRC has no mechanism to i
than power plants - the state's Ra&. Hea:t saga pomts up utat ennes say ;g ,, g ,, ,,,,

clopeal Heahh Program began anin. {ne of the prog-tm's many pmg ams a hospnals. conedes Car-
:s

wsugauon. " tton C. Kammerer. drector of the
If Maryland had been one of the 21 NRC's Omce of State Pmgrtms.Q- jWhat did it find? Maryland citi-

. - states - meluing Ohio- regulated -

# 8 g.g "'#'# ' by the NRC. most of the records per . "It certainly sounds to me' D:e ;

In what a spdkestnan for the Envi. tammg to the *3 drams at Sacred we'd be delighted to share that kind
ronment Department called "the Heart would be avr.tMe under the of information." said Kammerer, a j

wemiest ihmg Tve seen s:nce rye federal Freecom of Informauon Act- former defensive end for the Wash- |

been here" the Maryland attorney Me6 cal consumers then could de- ington Redskins. "nere r.ay bei
generars omce s:gned an agreement cide whether Sacred Heart and the ' gaptherethat needs to be f111ed.%X j

. ,

n ..-s - iwnh Saeed Heart in 1989 pledging state acted asponsiblys - ..
Art $er gap em. s m the NRg |that all records of the investgauon Patients also are depnved of im-

would be wnhheld imm anyone who portant consumer informanon be,. enf reement of,its so-called misad- ,

'

was not a " subject" of rt. cause of a wide vanance in regulat, mmisuauonreporungrule. . _,
.

tions imm state to state and between - De rule sets strict standa.ds u:G'- 4OMtu "lMD4iX sh-

he sute further prormsed not to agreement states and NRC-regulated der which rnedical insutuuons must -
pubhcae the agreement or a g9.5DD sutes. Also. states and the EC ohen ,.eport misadmmistrations - over-
fme of the hospttal for failing to don't share informaten. doses. underdoses and other radia-promptly report the overdoses.

For ins'.ance. panents at the Diag- non errors.ne NRC pves sate.run
De ag eement also required that nosue Cimie of Houston might want programs three years to pass compat-

m the event a request under the to know that the chrue's radiation ible standards. .%

state s Pubhe Informanon Act forced safety omeer. Dr. Maynard I. Free- T*
isclosute of the mere estence of man, was cormeted m 1988 on felony But states don't always do it.

the agreement.the state would nottfY counts relating to conceahng evn- m g g gs. m u ned ID
Sacred Heart to a110w the hospital to dence and failmg to report raiation ears, unul October 19B9' to pass a: y

; take *utatever acuon it deems aP- overdoses at the Veterans Adminis-
j propnate to protect ns interest." trabon Me6 cal Center m Hines.IIL [ h 'a-

The result has been a news blacx- But they don't, and neither does doesn't know that 9-year-old Dwight,

out of stat appears to be the most the Texas Bureau of Ratauon Con- Golstem 6ed fmm a huge raiaton3

j senous rainuon meident in the trol.which rebeensed Freeman. overdose at Alta Bates Me6 cal Cen.
state's history. Sacred Heart ometals A.,ter bemg fi-d by the VA. Free, ter m Berkeley m 198B.

'

would not 6scuss the overdoses. and man moved imm Illmois. an NRC- m '-j
Ned F. Qumter, the assistant egula'd sute. to Texas. an they wen unassa of me ceam M;

' Maryland anorney general who tg.eement nate that has what the 1

s:gned the agmement. said the state NRC considers one of the top radmi- ham remsMigy to msgate n
|j was sausfied mth ,the outcome of or: cal health p oe-ams m the coun, ya se @ mas- - - - - - ,gy
'

8 -~ . . . w . :w.= :- .. ne Lac 2a a i ,2.w;,n cw.:u -

recoros showed that no one m Cah-
l checked Freeman's acaoemic quahf,.

Quin.er would not 6scuss that f rrua had ever ced of an acute med-ca ons. found them m omer and 15,

!
- ,acuan, but said the state never ce- sud him a rascacuve matenals b. ical overdose of raiauon.

termmed whemer. or how mann
__

+*%.- - ~.M by Aa .hwrntafs *There's never been a deam that !
'

-
'

'8"58-
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No such thing as safe dose,:

g maintains victim of cancer
!

. FROMtt-A * Doctors suuld argue that it's once resuhed in dezth or t.mputa.
surth the nsk .., and nght now the non.,

He urnt to China. Burma and in. Amencan doctor is under intense
h iscwey Grays mas A

daa. utere he served in Army Air p essure to over-X-ray the pauent be.-
Forces mtelbrence d'mng World War cause of (the fear on malpracuee. _bly the thing that had the smgle

.

mpa on med e. said
II. Then, m the '40s, after returning sand Stewart. "And smce it's abnost Qest

|. to Cleveland. a doctor 6scovered cer.am that the cance-s am nm comg the Mayo Ch'nic m Rochester.Mmn.
y g

@ skin cancer canng away at has nose. to surface for many years. the duc-
tors are never gamg to see the can- 'It's. the ontI weI ?" have ofp Today, more than 100 surgenes eers they cause. lookmg msi

img st open.,de the body sthout cut-later. Hughes 7E. carnes scars
caused by the cancer that estnusally Most doctors, homever, say the'

. claimed his nose and disSgured his benefns M ra& ology far outweigh But smet Enrico Termis creation ' $4 Mwbp69
of the first sustamed nuclear reset.

' ' ~

face.He =3s overdosed with so much %nsks ion at the Umversny of Chicago 50
me men ofre-

- radauon as a young man that any " years ago this month, modemday
amount now - even from natura! Tere always dealmg uth nsk/ me& cal advances hast been accom-

' a

sources-is potenumDy dangerous. benefzt.The rule I use as afit's a 6agt panied by more inghtemng uses of
WM I hear me te m ' safe'dpo. nosue test that's indscated.it should raiation m the nuclear weapons and

be done wzth the lowest achievable nuclear power mdusmes. The real-
sure.'.I wmce." be said. I ma"am dose.tr.:t st should be done.'said Dr. i:auon that doses of radzauon oncei [# PhiLp Nfa-b a Michigan radiol- thought to be harmless mill cause

8 ** ""
, g g,

,| ogist and chamnan of the Amentan cancer also has grven nse to new
'

Ahhough no other cartmogen has CoDere of Radmiotfs quahty assur- fears based in pan on pulp sciencei

been smcbed as miensively as rais. ance commmee. "Ihere's no author- ficuan and the powerful mr.hologya

] uan. =~ mm disagree on that nyin the world that can saymt.h cer- that surrounds ra6ation.
pomt puMJoh as rt relates to low tamry how many cancers are gamg t.

' levels of rwhat- WhDe some to, be mouced in women over 40 by ex- Th knevolem Win-t.WA
liest low domes pose re nsk what. pos=g them to penodse mamme "depseted in Walt Disney's 1957 filrn
soever. others are conymced - as is pby. But in our best knowledge, we Our Friend the Atom * has been off.

8
true of lead - that there is a hoear ,, the benefas outweigh the 1 d hf inprognssion m stich the body's tune i

clear wmter. Images of a glemmmg. iburden mcnases s%h each dose. Tew people argue the point that white atomic utopia have been dis- |
.Doctes have a!! sons d reasons smee the =mf 6scove y of -X. placed by not-in-my-backyard fears chazrwoman of an organcau i

for gnmg X-rays, but there's no light' by the German physicistTS. that nuclear waste dumps and inemt state radation pmgrams. "The !
economy of thought going mio this hehn Roentgen m IB95.radianon has crators will leave a devastating leg. lem is. when the public's facet ;
p.ne,gs Am I domg this pauent any rmivuomzed me healmg ans, sav- acy deancerand gewtie minataans, nuclear usws. tW cnerm ?
good said Dr. Alre Stemart. an ing and prolongmg ctr.mtless hves. think at has to do ulth those oz !.

*! think many of the problems the field not domg a goodJob o
.

epidemiologist at the Univers:ty of . Doctors use M-F ---Meal we're havmg suh radiation issues. ing about the facts.
Birmingham in England. Stewart's drugs to detect early runes and panicularly disposal p oblems, is :-

.

landmark research in the- 1950s blood clots. Radiometrve iodine has that se haven't adequately informed * hen we staned using rad i
found that even one X-ray to's fetus' almost replaced thynad srgery. X- the public of the issues * said Greta ed mings, me didn't mak ;

-

doubled the nsk of contract:ng leu- ray therapy usmg megevoltage Enear Dieus, dzrectar of the Arkan=== Divk
{

, , .

kemia. KA.L. destroys t. mars that sion of Raiation Control and past'
; .

UnHke the r:uclear powerind !

:, . . . . . .
. -

NRC acknowledges death ~ caus'ed by radioactive iridium-19%
When 'Ihe Plain Dealer filed a there was no need to reconsiderthe E2-year-old cancer pauent had 6ed ute of a machine that was used f

Freedom of Informauon Act re- agency's nsponse because he had when a piett of ra&oactne mdsum surgically implant the an&um nr. !
quest asking for all reco ds of pa- been assured the NRC had no re- 122 was acciden'. ally left inside her Colgan's rerttem. '

tem deaths resuhmg froen radia- canis of any deaths. "The only body forfourdays- .' The agenenes also are invesugr i-

tion estresposures at U.5L thmg I can tell you as that's stat Ihe woman. identified Q inga separatemeidentmvolvmg:|
hosprtalt., the Nuclear Regulatory the staff responded uth."he said- Mildred Colgan of Cherry Tree.Pa appamnt!y idenucal machme fa ;

! 4 - = responded .fune a that died Nov 21 of * acute rasation we Mondey in stich a piece of b ;
L it uss *nes an post.ession of docu-

On Deca as TM PD mis pmper- syndrome'*7.accordmging a surgical pxm.* at tr j
to NRC dium broke offinside a pouent du |4 ments subject to your TOIA re- ing to pubhsh tius fheday senes .

i ques *J on deaths caused by medssal over- Greater Pntsburgh Cancer Cemt ii doses of ramauan.the NRC caDed a Both the NRC and the Food and In that case. Abraham said the a: 1
| Ahhough PD wporters mststed news conferenee m in6ana.Pa to Drug Admrmstrauon's Center for citum.was immedately remon i
j that the agenev must be custaken. announce that a prehmmarv sm'es- Devices and Radiological Health and the patient uss not expected '. !

NRC soonesman Dick Lanns said trauon had dete rimed that an are imesugatmg the apparem fail. suffer any adverse enects.
|

|

-
-

fAGE /@ 8 CT /b7 Lg~7-
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Radiation mistakes . COMING UP |
t
'-

Hoscitals that reported the most rac;aton errors on paDents
-eetween issa ano .

' '

' Number of.
e es ;

- , . . . _ _ . _ _ . _ . . _ __ _ . . _ . . _ _ _ _ . _ ,

!across lu.o ;
,- 'w . . r c==: . .

= = . = - . . . ~ ,.d-
-

and the U.S. !n oavo uernonaiHe m ai. = w. * ,y

B wimam e aumont Army useca Center. sigaso. reras 29 TOMORROW: A senes of f
U Milwaukee Counnt Meecal Comcaer. Mi.Wauree 23 blunders at the Ceveland f
G Wil!!am Beaumont Hospcal, AcyalOak. Mich. 20 II d $8h,

*" *" Y

Mavo Cinic Founcanon. Roewster. Minn. 20 NRC and prompted a top I
Q Washington Urwersay Modcal Center. St. l.ours 19 clime ofncial to call the in- i

Thomas Jefferson Urwo sev Hosortal. Philadelohla 19 sucanon's radiaten safety {

_

D Wastungton Hosonal Center, Washrspron, D.C. 18 '.en So th .: 's
. Graduate Hospaat. Ph#ade@ hse - , 18 problem:It nred the radia- [

-
,s . .. . * Fex Chase Cancer Center, PhEndopha 13 tmn safety ofncer.who had

.;

_ ;
m; >s.n. . - m. ,, m .:m, m :. w' ,

-t cunplatnmg ht 4. "

Yale-New Haven Hospital.' New Ha. ven, Conn. 18. olations foryears. - '
- .

Marshfleid Qinic, Marst.15e4f. Wis. -- q13 , . ,- .-
. .

,7

'. L?t='*w my. N w w M.g;g ?,*g: ge - TUESDAY: D.e nation's |
*

worst radiation therapy 2E Ohio State Universay Hosoda!. C9ambus # 17 disaster occurred at River- !
G C eve!ano Ciruc. Cowland 15 side Methodist Hospitals in !

St. Franc:s-St. George Hospcal, Gnc:nnad 13 Columbus in 1975-76. Al- [
. Toledo Hosprtal, Todee I n.13 th ugh more than 400 peo- j.

ple recerved radiation over- _ .

Urwersity of C ncannati Medcal Center, Cne:nna:f , ~ -13 . doses and at least 28 died. f

note % a wm>wm w the NRC's medical consul- ,

mm:scrw ano im*=en rwupy n 27 seem repameo or the NWJ., tant shut down his Enquuy '

Sounce u.s usoner A-c.=~y cmemann
..

expose the hospital to mal- I

because he didn't want to i

,o

medicme has benected h the ex.
traordmary tnist people place in
their doc: ors. WEDNESDAY: ' Jean

In nsearching this senes, ne Matalik doesn't show up in ;

Plain Dealer found numerous in- NRC records as a radianon
C s:ances in which patients suspected therapy casualty because

that doctors or tecbmmu were ad. she took her own life after '

mmistennt doses of r=darmn to the her doctor burned a hole in
wrong areas of their bodies, but al- her chest. Netther does
lowed it because they assumed the Stella Johnson. even
professmnals knew what they were though a radiation over.
d0*5- - dose ki!!ed her. They are

'

In other cases.idennty mixmps by among hundreds of people . -'
. :.

- hospital personnel led to patients be. who are overdosed in our !
'

ing treated with rad-tn'e drugs nat2on's hospitals each
. . .. . when they were scheduled for an en- year. ti :;f-@:ye W h w. 4y: *v> s

^ '

:om ;:WW, '' trefy dt!Terent medi:al procedure. *
. . ~ Again. some of those panents never

quesuoned the errors beforenand. THURSDAY:NRC inves- U

"With patents, you get into a situ- tigators have caught doz-
aten where it's almost a rat mental- ens of hospital ofDcials ly ,
ity," said James A. .fohnson, a lawyer ing, falsifying records and
in Rhinelander. Wis., who has rep. covenng up radianon over-
resented many people in malpracuce doses. Yet only three peo- '

Ilawsuns involvmg radiological er- pie have been convicted of
tors. "'Where do I go? Do you want enmes and no one has ever e

me tolie dawn on this table?' gone to jail. Some still |
"There's a lot of tnist that you put work at the same hospitals. I

in those doctors."

-
. -

.
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LETHAL DOSES PAD!ATION TPAT GUS

I Enless a patient's distress is immed[
| medical errors are likely to be overld

N'A j ,j 1 A-Qg; ~;.. g ,g2;*.*;y. _f.,
1mervsm sna f mecom of Ir.br. ) ,, ,,s g.e c... **4* * * T 't''CWC" I

i, mauon Act couests founa NRC o:n. g g.s .
*

M.e A
5'l M*N .1a e. ..

; c ais unabw to ment.fr a smate fatai- 4 ,,t. '.- r- |

'h t||fu el. 'j sty. A computer waren uf the b. 3:: * '
b-a. * * * I. acenty 3 own oataDete soested tust ' . * 4

I two. 1 >
1 SWM i

| Ramauryn esmerts cwm tne annual 4
.

4 * ?~'

'
* M/ *

f,
' .

i

4 .numoer of acatr: actuary :s m tne t i

1 'thousanat but tr.at they ramy a e *

- " ,~ -- |laymy att .ouane m raa.auon oe.
-

_

5 * - '* -
,

4 4 ''

P Q + .z ;

'
, 7 /- l

'can ras.auon-muea cances =
I moistmguishane imm other can. 1 a A.4 a

. -.ee,s .

srsme of the ?ae auon C-rms a e . I.[ *! S * *
- i

- . .a

'

{
| tname m menai uutuuununon ..s ' .-

f"
m g .

.t(
s _s. _ . . . .

m hm emueva rauuan wery ~ _ -,

i swetro. un. funard amt m aan. - w ,a ,

3 . 4N. I'
'

.m ;.: %.-% .,- . vj pms-amt sa mosi om, m he .. :,
*

tI taas . tee faGAaten safete as ne- "

hqy: gy;t.,

3 . 2,.r.-. . ,.

; 3.;- ,f a .* r.: y .Petm operay s~ mea- ;-
n. ro prone round a vast arrsv of w . . ' . -

g
- =k' - f

. . ...
-

&agnostse and the noruur niunne-s % *:S ' ***" *- * -

.- i
**w

muoeiy ocemea m n mn=eauen. ;a % 6 , ; 4..
t* '- + *i tai unien sauems show unmecate

.. *'
s

'(* #k /-- ,"3 Signs of disDTs4 That rare!y happe ts
a

e 3,m ,ven - m om - - -=;.
..

-%. . -decaun raamuon uuunes m,auy d. m . '.-
.

, : -The PD also found that some hus. f)'--@ U , w g y%w
j j pna) ofnemas fad to mort anaanan % L. -

, I *;
g -,

. : mas,s to tre NRc aan then ne or . .-St. .s. .-
.,

, wm
| ] try to cover up nucJear menieme pro.

,- [_- - , g y .;,,,,g 7,,

T . . A:-3 . s am aerinenent oa.er cans sma r -
,

c. v
. rrMI.-|.Y

!=noctors irr:phratec m ermunai ma. - m
* * T""'ra *~

,nouct .m -, wver aseipaed. "<

! i Ano ems r.ne = so wy em. - 'i
1- %.

- ?. M .9-' \3 i t wr== asener omcaa 7 --.,;-some of the niten 3 test hospaa.s ; &. fi
.ihm comai.a = wom raa tm.

'
*-f* he U*
.e!. Y J. ..' W .-ar*3 w. . .

| c m and cLme ana Exsiae
- rp.r- ' . ' ?

-t"
.

W*M $ * *'

| safety re:xm L They meruar the

* >-
-

-:,;,c .aI;
4; Methosst ibspnas m Columout 'w ?

; , . .m .- ,: n .* a
$r4 . . .:- s - -.

| 'The ARC doesn't do | Q|4
, h.hh- i"

y ,

: anything to protect , -f. y*f--

i h 'fattents. '

s

_

I
p; 3.y';*, 4:e ..

:* -wanerJ, watne Jr.
'I

,

'.O ' - %,..:.
Coeumnus as=wr w* '=

$$ . ~' ~.4 - JW . "= '
]

+, = 7tw FRC has f.ned the ehrue '

j E6r5 smee IMt. a f:ruw trat
.

M dw *' .' "",J* .- J -

G'

Turns at No 4 among ali:ZID NRC.
.

* - ( .- =y
'

,

y/34 7 * ;--#: Mutated meaerai mstnutums. Raven
see was w s te of the um raam. 3 - _ _ . .

N - . ~f '*
~* 4. 4

' ': 'uaa ca. asst one m maaemsay med-
-

? 9-
-,

*1 tane. whch on ur ed m ue nuo- t .%,,j 20s when mme tr.an 400 <suents {Aj- **

{ acceived catait overosses carms ~

camer tresunemt f, wry _., g .
-

j At least 25 Riw sine pauents died , ,

, , , - - ,.
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I Lnless a patient's distress is immediate,
I medical errors are likely to be overlookeci
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bWM 1-Interviews and Freedom of Infor.
i maton Act requests found NRC offi-
'. c:als unable to idenufy a smgle fatal-
i*y. A computer scarch of the

: agency's own database located just
.two.

! Radiation experts claim the annual
! number of deaths actually is in the ' Dsewhere, stories of incompe-'

; thousands, but that they rarely are
kence and enminalconduct abound.: d:rectly attnbutable to radiation be-
g In Bloomington,Ind.,theradiationcause radiation-induced cance:s are .

imistinguishable from other can- safety officer and president of
BW-sgtm Hospital hed whenCETS-
' questioned about muluple overdoses

Some of the radiation errors are
made m medical mstitutions known .of radiopharmaceut2 cal drugs, an

NRC investigation found. Although
} to have excellent radiation safety :the radiation safety officer was con-

' programs. But most occur in hosp >- ,

.victed of a felony for failing to report4 tais where radiation safety is ne-
. . .ane'erdose, both he and the presi

.

-

*n.m ; glected, underfunded and, m some
,

'Nw " dent are sull on the hospital's staff M- NW- .m.

'' ~

j caseupenly scorned- hoday.
' t The PD probe found a vast arrayof.

..
''

| In Honolulu. a nuclear medicine- ,

'

; diagnost2c and therapeutic blunders '
iechnologist at Tripler Army Medical; toutmely deeme<1 to be inconequen- r
! enter gave a dose of radioactive io-'C: tial unless patients show' namediate. dine-131 to Rensely Phillip, who re-

. , signs of distress. That rarely happens ;cently had given birth, but forgot to
'

; because raiation mjunes usually ;ask whether she was breastfeeding.. !

| take years. even decades.to develop / iPhillip's infant daughter, Pearl!yn,
,

--te PD also found that some hos - : subsequently ingested radioacuve,
' .* pital officials fail to report radiation - , milk, destroying the baby's growth-

- overdoses to the NRCand then lie or tregulating thyroid gland. I
;' try to cover up nuclear medicine pro-

| Medical
And in Houston, a West Houston: gram deficiencies. Other cases ro'eal

i Center technologtst de-
; doctors implicated in enn.inal mik istroyed Shi.Jen Wen's thyroid with.: conduct who were never disciplined. - '30 milheuries ofiodine-131 unawar;.
. And civil fines are so low they em- hhat the dose was 1,000 times ,

,

. barrass agency officials- #$ '

Some of the nation's best hospitals . ! stronger than the presenbed dose of
I

30 microcuries. -

have compiled the worst n&atin We take theviewthat probably 80safety records. They include theb | "90 percer:1 of the people who are
: Ceveland Chn,c and Rn%* g .. treated ... receive a level of care se,;j

:or
i

. MethodistHospitals mColumbus..h "would be *ery pleased with". said-I- - -

;NRC Chairman Ivan Selin. "Our re- :*

:sponsibihty is to try to extend that to !

The NRCdoesn't don
I nything*toprotect W(

- **f,y",pedre;a,R ~

a ,dalance may be impossible becauser..
-

e NRCs regulans of mm-
y ~W pW virtuaDy'no one" nettlice.P - ;

. '( ifGllfUfg--

/ -WalterJ.Wolsk'e $g?R. .,.Q,
- -33

# ,,,. . A ~j
,

:* , he victims of careless hospital prac- . .
L jtColumbus lawyer ;. GT . ,.

- .-

.ticesJnor the nuclear medicine com- .g:.d. r+.w . M4NEGW 'mumty, which accuses the NRC of Wcetic4 prs. .1
., J ~ r.The NRC has fined the clinic r'' '

-U invading the sancttty of the doctor-
. J{-

|. $18.875 smer 1987, a figure that- "

patient relationship. iranks it No. 4 among all 2.200 NPC 1 *The NRCis made up of a bunch i

~ regulated medical institutions. Rivet' ~ jof leftover people from the nuclear___

side was the site of the worst rada- : power industry who don't have any - ;
ition catastrophe in modern. day med- , thing to do'' said Dr. Carol S. Mar- ;Teine, which occurred in the mid- icus,J; actor of the nuclear medicine

|1970s when more than 400 patients t outpatient chnic at UCLA. Harbor -

remrved cobalt- overdoses .during ' Medical Center and one of the NRC's
cancertreatments.

At least 28 Riverside patients died
^most stndent entics. "All they do is
baby. sit 100 (actually 112) dying nu-

ofirsuries related to their overdoses, i clear power plants.
snedicalreports show. "You don't have a federal regula-

7

-c "The NRC doesn't do anything to tory agency regulaimg orthopedic j
,

trmteet panents" said Walter J. surgeons to make sure that every
Wolske Jr, a Columbus lawyer who

. l ' represented more than 70 Rhtrside
;. j vicins."Look at Rive: side.The hos m ,u.

P.tl burned til those people up and *

|the NRC didn't do anytrung to them. "
>

.'Dicy found two (acmally three) viola- - '

tions, insignificant stuff. One was for
- !,

.1 2 missmg sign on a door."
, , ,-

_ -.
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NAN SELIN: "We take the view that probably 80 or 90 percent of
m .. .

- m....... . . . . .

. ipmu..d.2.,.yMM th,e people who are treated . . . receive a level of care we would be N-
.

w ~;.e.s w w.e; ,

'

, . . " . .I; . gry pleased wrth."
-

..... -..~ ,. ,.~^;- . , . . ., . . . .'
-

# e they setis done right. God help tims of such radiation errors. Scien .
~ . pedicine if every field were to have a tists at the National Council on Radi '

.biinch of useless regulators like the ation Protection and Measurements.v
' .#NRC." an independent research agency, es-

MMany serious radiation irduries timate the number nationally at
never come to the NRC's attention. s]ghtlyover IA00 a year.
In part, that's because hosp;tals don't At best. that's a rough estimate,
have to report therapeutie overdoses said Harriet Kan.p.mtus, an NRC
as long as the total dose the patient data analyst. .

4eceives doesn't exceed the pre- "We haven't come up with any
senbed dose by more thsn 20% That conclusions because it's impossible."
d she said.

.
- 1 Conclusions also are impossible

'
, , , .

eThe NRCis made uP
because the NRC repeatedly has de-
clined to regulate devtees such as X-

of a bunch ofleftooer ny machmes and supenoitne tin-
ear acc& rat is, which are com-people from the

. monly used in cancer therapy and
nuclearpowerindustry produce the same kind of radiation
who don't have ""he coban unit mat killed Dwight :

Golstein. Overdoses involving X-ray
anything to do.' .

quired to be reported.exceptin a few

.

units and accelerators are not re-
~

- Dr. Carol S. Marcus,.

UCLA-Harbor Medical Center states, unless the error mvolves a
machine malfimetion r.nd the patient
dies oris senouslyirdured.

.. is true even in cases where the pre-'.:n' - scribed dose exceeds s!! recognized h reported percentage of radia .
'

~ medicalstandards of care. tion errors is small when compared ..

with the roughly 7 million diagnostic
, ym:;ig jaks.g: > ; Although the NRC requires hospi- procedures and 180.000 therapy pro- 4u. p ;.2 a g ;g,i.pf. g

tais to report radiation "nusadmtms- cedures performed annually in the
~

- ' trations"- NRC lingo for overdoses. United States. But entics question
underdoses and umntended doses - the accuracy of NRC statistics be-
it has no national data on hospital ra- cause the agency does such a poor
distion errors because it doesn't re- job of keepitig data on the most sen-
quire the 29 self-regulated states to ous errors - those that result in
report them. death.

Data on the 21 agency-regulated "It's not just that they're not re-
states - which include Ohio - show porting the misadministranons:
that about 4*l5 patients a year are vic- they're not reporung the deaths,"

.
_

,

,
. . ' ,' -

! Transiate that into English and what the NRC is saying is that nobody has
,

levergotten fatal acute radiation sickness. Well, most of the people who
* die from radiation exposure don 't die immediately, other than the people i
? who were in the closest circle of Piroshima andNagasaki. '

'

' -
* - Dr. Sidney M. Wolfe, director. Public Citizen Health Research Group --

L .

. . . - .
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' s ud David M. Berick, a staff member,
.

on the House Subcomm:: tee en En. i
'

.J
] nronment. Energy and Natural Re. "

sources. "At best, the system isn t,

orkmg. At worst. iney'. covenn;;
.

.
<

Dr. Sidney M. Wolfe. director of '.- 7Pubhc Cnizen Health Research j %- 'h_-<

G2 cup in Washington, is among ? * ']those who cha!!enge the NRC's con. 4.s,e

tennon that deaths from me6 cal
overexposures of radauon are rare. s - 4" Translate that into English and - 3

f
what the NRC is saying is that no. I. ,

#

anon sickness," Wolfe said. "Well,
-

d7-

body has ever gotten fatal acute radi- "

-4 1.
' ' h1'

most of tne people who die from radi- ~

.*
,

ca.jh n
.

f k b kganon exposure don't die immedi- -- 1 . . .%M*
ately, other than the people who W',3 i-7-" vm"

were in the closest circle of Hiro- $8 7p, ggg <snima and Nagasaki. They don! -
. ue.-have any vand data on five or 10 { ., 4 ' ( y - @ R

,
'

years down the lme, when you start . , g -y.us ogh @A .

seemg the latency penod elapsmg h .jv ,y m .;.Q ,, /for the raianon-induced cancers."
-. U

Representauves of the Amencan This famity photo shows Dwight. left, and Dwayne at about the time
College of Radology and Society of Dwignt was diagnosed as having a tumor in his sinus cavity. r
Nuclear Medicme argue that health
concerns are overblown and part of
on and-nudear hystena. They are After travehng around the country must do this, you may not do tbt

to meet with Marcus and others. the . . ." he said. "We want to be moreTnparucularly empnaue when dis-
cussmg dagnosce doses ofraianon. NRC employees drafted the 15-page the posidon of an auditor rather than

peution, did the " legal renew" and in the posidon of a record keeper."j Edward W. Webster, a physicist submnted it to commissioners on be-
a and professor of radiology at Harvard half of the nuclear mememe soetebes Eatner

might be. it,the NRC's proper ro.le!

Medical School, equates diagnosue without acknowledgmg that it was s irrelevant to Barbara
; errors with "giving an aspinn to the their own work. Golstein. To her, the NRC has failed

wrong person." Although the NRC investigation to pmtect the public health.'

UCLA-Harbor's Ma:rus said, 'Te found the assistance improper, no Dwight's doctor and the wee
burn out between two and four thy- disciphnary action was taken be- Coast Cancer Foundation in San'

roads a year. So the pata.nt has to cause the NRC had no reculations Francisco, which did the computer
take thyroid hormone for rest of his limzting staff assistance. The NRC calculations for Dwight's radiation,

life. No%dy 6es from it. Nuclear passed such a rule in March 1991. therapy, have paid $500.000 to settle
medicme is probably the safest medi. Selin, the NRC chamnan. dis- lawsuzts.12st Monday, the last de-

-

! cal specialty that there is." mirsed suggestions that the NRC
Despite those protests the NRC was cory w:th the nuclear medu-me . fendant Alta Bates Medical Center,4

settled for an nndisclosed sum.n *.and its predecessor, the Atomic En. commumty.
crgy Commission, have long been Dwight was autistic, and Gols*
enucized for havmg a cozy relabon- is parucularly bitter because the hos-

pital's lawyer questoned her charac+,

5$,P $ Ng"$*g*.'es"s to %fil 'We want to be more.""2

e tenratin of the quabty of Daight's
the AEC m.s life and theirrelanonship. vp ,

. . .-

1974 and replace it with in the position of an - <
> . .;

the NRC and the Energy Research auditorratherthan in "They nnted to know howit wasI .,

'

and Development A&mnistrabon, couid have as normai a reiationsup ,
. now part of the Department of En- the position of a record with Dwight as with my other chS-
! ergy.

But allegations that the watcher is heeper. ,
dren" said Golstein, who is seph.
,ated and has fou,,1he, child,en.c1 . - 3, a

too close to the watched have contin. --Ivan Selin, think what they're trymg to say is
ued. NRC chairman Dwight was Just this thing in the

A recent example came from the el set, that he was jug there and we
NRC's Omce of the Inspector Gen- "These are all reasonable things to funedmed separately.
eral. its intemal watchdog u:ut. do." Sehn said. "But they're not Dwight's final days are etched Er- '

The 1990 investgation found that nght. But it's not because they're ever mio her memory.i

; the NRC's Omce of Nuclear Material cory wnh the mdustry. It's because
Safety and Safeguards had spent it's sort of grown up as a reasonably She remembers the T7 being on
c:ght months secretly dmfimg a rule. responsible way to do business .. and Dalght looking m that direction.

,

makrig petiuon for two nuclearmed. and I thmk the commission has but she isn't sure whether the raia-
seme soaenes. made it qune clear to the staff that tion had already blinded him. Be.

;

j The NRC staffers believed the that s not what we d like to see m the cause of Dwight's autism. they had
NRC had been overreguiadng nu. future ~ developed a rpecial bond over the i

vears that enabled her to feel his joy' '
! , clear pharmacists. but were con. In keepmg with the anti-regula- 'his pam and his fear.

} cerned that commissioners wouldn't
- tory trend that defined the Reacan-

change the rule if the request came Bush years. Sehn beheves the NRC . "I told Dalght before he c.. d thatie

; i from within the acency. So the staff. should be less 6dacue toward hospi- it was OK to leave us, she said. ''He
i . ers volumeered to une the pmposal tals. was fighting hard. I told him that he '

4 } to gn e n "a better chance of succeed- "The general trend is to get away us gomg to go to xaven W .ne
! mg r,ecause n would be newed as from wnat many of us thmk has been with Jesus and that it was better for r
- ) harmc a broad consensus." accord- an overiy presenpure appmach to him.
! * mg to the mvestigauve report. the nescal side of things- that you "Three days later,he died.' ;

-

,

,
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Although former Humana
Executive Director Gregory 1.

d Gibson and Associate Dimetor
Sherley Ward Jr. also resigned -
aRer an investigation by the
NRC's criminal division found.RO O V that ther haa necieetea to

al provide complete inforrnation"
to the NRC, the Ilumana scan-

gOeS dat was typical of NRC hospital .
probes in that it produced far

e e more sound than regulatory

to iall '"-
J The probe disclosed that Hu-

mana officials provided inaccu-
By TED WENDLING : rate and false information and -
and DAVE DAVIS withheld part of a physics con-
PLAIN DEALER REPORTERS sultant's report that recom-

It's a long way fmm Ronce, mended Humana's nuclear
verte. W.Va., to Ketchikan, medicine department , be
Alaska, and that's the way Dr. closed unless serious deficien-
Terry D.Iesko likes it. cies wem correctedc

fit was just over two years Additionally, Gibson and
ago that Lesko was forced to Ward a,dmitted that four boxes
resign as the staff radiologist of admmistration files were de-
and radiation safety officer at stroyed during the probe, NRC
Humann Hospital-Greenbrier records show.
Valley in scenic southern West
Virginia. The area is best Showing a profit j
known for the Greenbrier ho. For those vroiations and oth-
tel, a luxury resort recently re. ers. Humana Inc. - whose
vealed as the site of a secret 78-hospital chain showed prof- !

undergmund bunker members its of $292 million during the
of Congress had built for them. 1992 fiscal year - paid a

sehes m the event of a nuclear $21,500 fine, it was the third
war. largest fine ever levied by the

,

,

NRC against a medicalinstitu- -

Whistle-blower tion- .

At Humana,just a few miles Humana spokesman William
away, Lesko was a casualty of a Shires would not discuss those
nuclear medicinewar. or past violations, saying sim-

ARer blowing the whistle in ply that the hospital was "com- i

1990 on Humana's third nu- mitted to cornplyi,ng with the ,

clear medicine scandal in NRC's regulations.
.seven years, lesko moved to While NRC investigations of
: Alaska,where he works as a ra- medical institutions have m- i
diologist at Ketchikan General peatedly substantiated allega-
Hospital. Still, he worries that tions that hospital personnel

~ there will be reprisals for hav- throughout the country lied,
Ing notified the U.S.' Nuclear falsified records or failed to re-' |,Begulatory Commission that port radiation overdoses, no ,

-s unlicensed physicians were one has ever gone to jail as a
performing nuclear medicine result of an NRC probe,a Plain
procedures at Humana. Dealer investigation has

,

"Humana is very, very pow- found. !

erful," Lesko said. "They are Since 1982, the NRC has m- !

the single most powerful medi- ferral 18 hospital investiga-
cal corporation in the country. tions to the Justice Depart- =;
1 have to be careful about what ment for criminal prosecution.
I say " As a result, only three peopic-

i

have been pmsecuted anu all
were convicted. '|

SEE DECEIVE /16-A |

1

.1
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TDoctors deceive probers, hospitals :

; hide facts and no one is jailed |
.

FROM/1 A
.

- I think one of the key issues, 7A fourth defendant, Dr. Charles "Most of our medical heensees ."
E. Weinstein, former chief of radi- are non-profit organizations," said rightly or wrongly,is that the NRC
ology at Humana-Greenbrier Val- NRC Chairman Ivan Selin. 2s viewed by many people m the
ley, had his record expunged in "They're having a tough time mak- meajeal community as being ex-
1989 by going through a federal ing ends meet. You don't want to cessively adversanal in terms o,f, ,

program for first-time offenders. fine (a hospital) a million dollars the way they deal with people. ,

N. unless there's some malfea.
said Dr. Barry A. Siegel,a St. Ioms c

Weinstein was charged after three
nce there,notjust carelessness. radiologist and chatrman of thephysicians told the NRC they fals! "On the other hand, the NRC's Advisory Committee on the 4

: Ded records at his request to get amounts do seem awfully small. MedicalUses ofIsotopes. ;l Weinstein's name added to Hu-
' mana's nuclear materials license. They do seem like a slap on the "They seem to be interested m,

NRC Ncords show.The three phy- wrist." working hard to find the bad ,

' sicians were not charged- Dr. Edward G. Allen, radiation apples, fine them, put them out ofj

NRC investigators say the lack safety officer at Alleghany Re. us pu em n e e

of prosecutions is frustrating but Emnal Hospital in low Moor, Va., p y9

understandable.
didn't even get a slap on the wrist press releases - as oppos e

"Who's going to put a doctor in when he admitted falsifying Wein. ing alittle bit more collegial..
jail?" said Roger A. Fortuna, dep- stein's credentials at Humana. No
uty director of the NRC's Office of chargeswere filed against him. *1f I were to pick a single thing i

Allen was one of several physi-Investigations. cians who railed against unethical that has irked people ... it would ;

in the place of criminal prosecu-
tions,the NRC"s investigations and lawyers when the NRC first pro- be the notion that by turning on i

enforcement offices have resorted posed a rule in the late 1970s that the regulatory screws, that some- |

to using press releases and civil now requires hospitals to report how the NRC would make the
i
!

fines to punish medical lawbreak- certain radiation errurs to patients practice of nuclear medicine fail-
safe. You can't do it. Medicineand the NRC-

"The first question hospital li- "I feel that a report should not can't be made failsafe."
*

ers.
Although hospital officials feal I

censees ask is,'Are you going to be given to the patient ... as this burdened by the paperwork the
'

have a press release?'" said James would simply lead to initiation of
NRC imposes, the agency's records ;

Lieberman, director of the Office malpractice suits ..." Allen wrote show it rarely turns on the regula- [
of Enforcement."The second thing in an angry July 27,1978, letter to

tory screws. And even when it '
they ask is,'Are you going to issue

the NRC. "Under this proposal and ,

the Freedom of Information law, does, hospitals often don't follow ;

a emi penalty?' They don't like we now have any lawyer that can up with administrative sanctions.
any fine because any fine puts the

simply request in the public inter- convicted as a result of NRC hospi-
Of the three people who were

!hospital in the public domain . . est a copy of such a report .. . and
tal probes, two are still practicing !and they want to be perceived -as

then proceed to contact the pa- - one at the same hospital at |they are in most cases - as an in- tients involved to initiate malprac-dustry that's trying to serve the which he worked when he was con-
'

tice procedures."public." But Allen wasn't nearly as con- victed.
Of the two,Licberman and other

cerned about medical ethics in
That doctor, Glenn B. Mather,

NRC officials consider the press re-
1985, when Weinstein asked a fa- intentionally failed to report four j

'

lease to have more punitive value,
vor of his old friend. Allen filled

overdoses of radiopharmaceutical i

in part because fines are so low. nut a form in which he falsely drugs because he thought it in- ,

NRC officials is a fine they issued claimed that Weinstein had com-
volved "too much paperwork andParticular!y embarrassing to

in an industrial case in 1990 - pleted 220 hours of clinical train- red tape." according to a 1985 NRC ,

5875 agamst General Motors Corp. ing under Allen's supervision, investigation report. Mather was ,
director of nuclear medicine and

'

for losmg a gauge containing ra- NRC records show.

dioactive cesium. "Til bet that *1t's closed now as far as the
the radiation safety officer at '

really broke the bank" quipped NRC is concerned." Allen said
Bloomington Hospitalin Indiana.

NRC public affairs officer Diane when contacted by The PD. **Since The investigatmn disclosed that ,
made false statements.Matherit's a closed matter, Trn not going withheld records and instructed ,!Screnci.

Among the 134 fines issued to to discuss it." employees to lie to NRC investiga-Many lawyers who specialize in
medicalinstitutions between 1980 medical malpractice enticize the tors to impede their probe. ,t
and September 1992, !16. or 87% It also found that hospital Presi-
were $5,000 or less, Penalties NRC for being too lenient. But al- dent Roland E. Kohr, who de-
against operators of nuclear power most all nuclear medicine profes-

Tended Mather as a " man of integ ,
plants, which the NRC also regu- sionals consider the agency too ag- rity," provided false information :

when asked about one of the over !lates, are considerably higher in- nressive.
ciudmg seven fines of $100,000 or doses.
more last year alone.

-- -- _ _
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1 'IfI were to pick a single thing that has irked Zq3 i
'

l peoole . . it would be the nation that bv g '

s
i - ruming on the regulatory screws, that

~

,

somehow the NRC would make the Oractice likc*isc ad ministrators at Mii- |
afnuclearmadicine failsafe. You can't do it. ford Memorial Hospital in Milford'.. .

Deh, never disciplined Radiation
Medicine <cis't be made failsafe ' Safety Otncer Dr. Santos v. Del- i

- Dr. Bany A: Siegel, chairman, NRC advisory committee gado and Julie E. Greenly, a nu. i

clear medicine technologist. after !

Greenly and another technologist
admitted to NRCinvestigators that

,

!
they had not done dose-calibration

1

. tests from May 1986 to December '

1986. The technologists then falsi-
.

"Not really. This is America." fled records to indicate that the
. Although Mather pleaded guilty Pawlik said. 'Tve been at this a tests had been done.
m 1989 in U.S. District Court in In- long time... If I started worrying Calibration tests,which take less |dianapolis to a felony count of fail- about what happened to the people than a minute to perform, are de-ang to report an overdose, he re- we investigate, it would eat me signed to ensure that doses of ra- |

.

mams at Bloomington Hospital as up" dioactive drugs given to patients
; a staff radiologist. He received a Consequently, hospitals whose are accurate. i
'

Qsgnded sentence and was fined employees have been implicated iri
. wrongdomg often don't worry en- NRC investigators also learhed ;

Kohr was not prosecuted and is ther. that Delgado had not held NRC-
still president. - At Grant Memorial Hospital in mandated radiation safety meet- .

:

"Certainly, nothing's been kept Petersburg. W.Va., Dr. Karl J. ings f r at least 14 years. Instead, i

from anybody," said Bloomington Reckenthaler, the radiation safety he had instructed a secretary to re-
lawyer James L Whitlatch, who officer, admitted to NRC investiga, type the same minutes over, par- .and

over for distnbution to ghost |represents the hospital. " People at tors that he allowed another doctor
the hospital are aware of what the to create records of never-held ra. ticipants.
charges were and Dr. Mather paid diation safety meetings for four One of those people was Dr.
the debt he had to pay." years because he considered the /.braham J. Strauss, who replaced

.

When asked why the hospital's mandatory meetings "just another ;W 4 wlen the NRC ordered,

1.ethics policy didn't call for Mather ridiculous government regula- Delgado removed as radiation .'i

and Kohr to be fired or disciplined, tion." safety ofncer. Strauss told investi-
Reckenthaler is still a staff radi- gators he never complained about

ologist at Grant, which disconti- the falsified minutes because "it
nued its nuclear medicine program was his (Delgado's) business and,The first question

hospitallicensees ash
~as a resuit or the NRC investiga- responsibi ity.-
ti n.H spitaladministrator Robert
Harman said he saw no need to When asked why Delgado listed ;.

JS, uAre 3,0u soing to take discipiinarr action acainst him as attending the meetings.1
'

,

S1,aus,1oid the NRC. -1 denhave a press Reckenthaler because the NRC ,

know. Maybe he needed a quo- '

release?" ' The "YNrcy Hc. spital in Wiikes- **'

secondthinS the)'ask B'"* F*-
"". Salvatore M.'1mpe- Greenly' remain on Mercy s staff.

""C '"''''' *ti " ' d*' *"'" "''' d" *"d
found that Dr.

Is, .Are you riaie.1he ,adia1 ion safety officer. irospitai spekeswoman Dawn
.

issue a Cluj[gofny la told a nuclear medicine technician Suitor said because the NRC took
not to notify the NRC that a pa- action, the matter didn't warrantpenalty?,' ' tient scheduled for a chest X. ray further discipline bythe hospital.

- James Lieberman' had mistakenly been gwen a dose "There was no way that patient
director, NRC Office cf of a radiopharmaceutical drug

Enforcement used for her scans. care was neglected nr impacted
fmm this." Suitor said. "Like allAlthough the NRC ordered im-
hospitals, we have an ethics policy,

Whitlatch said: "They understand periale's removal as the hospitars but the administration felt that the
Dr. Mather made a mistake and radiation safety officer and sus- NRC took their separate actions on
that he corrected it... I certainiv pended hirn for one year, he is stdl the matter."
don't think Mr. Kohr did anything a staff radiologist at Mercy. Admm- In other cases, the NRC has per-wrong." istratorsinere would not comment, mitted doctors it has accused nf '

A spokeswoman for the Indiana but Imperiale said they took no ad. wrongdoing to become licensedMedical Licensing Board said no ditional disciplinary action against elsewhere.action was taken by the state him. He said he should have re-
agamst Mather because no one had ported the mistake, but didn't be- In October 1986, six months af-
notified the board of his convic- cause the dose "was really of n ter the NRC ordered Mather re-

io{ gene T. Pawlik director of theconsequence and hadni harmed aoved as radiation safety officer at
,

B H@d M WM| , the patient.
8

re.icensed him at Morgan County
! r $11,"b$d h$

('d'morial Hospital in Martinsville,
tions in n
wasn't surpnsed to learn that
Mather su!! worked at Bloom.
incton Hosptal.

l

i
!
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In another case, the University

of Cincinnati fired radiation nfety D . t I - 83 ^ ' i
ofLeer Kennctn LL Tritz afLer a se- d @

*

ries of NRC investigations found 3 ['numerous violations. including
fazham to adequately train employ-
ces. losing radioactive material,

.and improperly disposing of radio-
I

active materiai in sanitary sewers
and trash. ,

Although the NRC commended
the university for its prompt ac-
tion, the agency alkrwed Fntz to

,

serve in the same capacity at Mi- +

ami (Ohio) University and at the
Veterans Administration Medical

.

'
Center m Cincinnati.

Fritz is still the radiation safety
officer at the Cincinnati veterans
hospital.

When Fritz was fired in 1989, a
consultant warned universitfoffi-
cials of senous deficiencies in the
radiation safety program. The con-
sultant also said there was a sub-
stantial risk the umversity could
loseits nuclear matenals license.

Although NRC irwestigators de-
termined that Fntz's deputy.
Prince Jason, had concealed re.
cords, they could not substantiate
allegations by Jason that Fritz had )

ordered Jason to conceal evidence j

from the NRC. It wn.s on that basis, ,

NRC officials said, that they did
not prevent Fritz from being li-
censed at Miami and UC. ,

a,

in an interview. Fritz defended
his 20 years at UC. saying he ran a

>

good radiation safety program. He
said many of the university's prob-

.

'
lems occurred a.Ter he left and had
nothing to do with him.

" Keep in mind that they were
fined ($10.750s a year or two sfier 1

i
left and after they spent overa mil-
lion dollars on a consulting firm,"
Fritz said. "We were never fined
while I was there. I never had a

!problem with the NRC."

Jason countemd: "He was the I

one who issued the directive. I did
what I did because he was my su-
perior." '

*

Despite all the criticism of the
NRC. Lieberman. the agency's en- *

forcement director, said the NRCis '

doing allit can to live up to its mis- '

lsion to " protect the public health
:

and safety." i

"Obviously, there are only so
imany resources. and this is a tight

area," he said. "We would prefer to i

have more inspectors, but in this
day and age you can't have that.

i
"What concerns me is we closely

regulate nuclear betivities. What ;

happens in the rest of the medical !

community that isn't closely in-
rpected or regulated?''

r

.
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White lies
Caught in the act ;

;

,

ors. q.ug4,p i
. :O/;h{ ' gg

QuUniversity of Cincinnati , & .y
'T @M

~

Hospitals, Cincinnati fIdba
IN ~ .'- '. P'M. w[[ .In 1989.the university fired radia-

a~ g
tion safety ofneer (RSO) Kenneth M. f%:gx

- in g; e i

> e 4

$chen
,CFritz after NRC investigators found ",

q .h rWC
j numerous radiation safety violations,

hMj$ , IO .

h ],h"$
including inadequate training of em- ,

M ' '

i qk
e

j ployees, losing radioactive material g ;

and improperly disposing of radioac' |j
tive matenal. p., gg

!j G-
| Fritz had issued a written gag or-
I der, prohibiting employees from con- II .- 2

~

|
tacting any outside agency about ra- {

i diation safety problems. One !

|technician was fired for informing *'#
. . ,

J '

j the NRC of problems. NRC investiga-
tors found that Prince Jason, the

| deputy RSO, had ordered a techni- personally, was providing unautho- $8.750 0n Sept. 20,1991, and another
cian to hide records that would have rized for-profit semees, including ra- $2,000 on May 1,1992. The case in-Ii

revealed that the university had lost diation-leak testing and waste bro- voh*ing Jason was referred to thei

some radioactive nickel-63. The in- kerage services, to other NRC licens. Justice Department, which declined
d

to prosecute. Fritz is now RSO at the :
'

j vestigation also disclosed that the ra- The NRC fined the university Cincinnativeterans hospital.
ces.

distion safety office, including Fritz,

1
,

t
I

i
Russell County Medical ,

m
i

Center, Lebanon, Va. !'

j l'errell C. Ola!) Murray, former
chien nuclear medicine technologist,

.

;
|

admit'J to NRC investigators that vf Z
~~ i

'
,

,

Uh7
--

- &

[%y gbetween June 1982 and April 1986, {_ .

i

| overdoses of diagnostic radiophar- ; w;- - . 2. ,.__, y ghe intentionally administered huge
__-

maceuticals to dozens of patients to a. g -~3 - -- ,
,

N''A
j speed up the imaging time and

--- -

a m - T' Tk
. . . . _

sified records to indicate that pa-
-

'|
_lessen his workload. Murray then fal- if.SC]- - ,' a

._ -. , ;
,
d

.

* - ,
-- ,.tients had received the presenbed '

doses rather than the delivered 9
doses. Murray told investigators the y

. overdoses were necessary for obese ~ fi .mm n$;
^

. patients "to overcome the effects of
f I fat tissue 7 Doctors said the claim/

has no medicalfoundation. guilty Aug. 21, 1989, in U.S District Act. He was placed on five yeai pro-
|
!

The NRC fined the hospital $3.750 Court in Roanoke, Va to a felony bation and ordered to perform 300
on March 16, 1990. Murray pleaded count of violating the Atomic Energy hours of community service.

d

a

i
'

,. _- - .
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| Edward liines Jr. # .

'
.

ital,111nes, Ill. [' T}g#(, ,:
VA HospiC investigation in 1987

i J
| Q[m[An N ,

@'j f '

J ,found that Dr. Maynard L Freeman, - o
Jt

|3|
u' t

>

3 ', 5 assistant chief of nuclear medicine, d; I j
'

.sfailed to report two diagnostic over- [ t .

; 'kf
' *r ,

ddoses and then lied to NRC investi- . , ;.j c., 4 ? e > <* ' .h ; g ? wxbq :F F j
,

' e

I '.sgators, destroyed and falsified evi- gJ)@Q
.c ._4',Tc: | 44.; g., y T:0;,h; y

N!bN'j . ~
t '

) *.dence, and attempted to influence
h },y ,'

."the testimony of a witness. . v4 # ViNMY'! ' ' <! !
i .iThe NRC issued no fine. Freeman I audllillllSh. | M*" "' "

-

f pleaded guilty July 14,1988, in U.S. as a ,,,,, pgDistnct Court in Chicago to willful ,,

| failure to repurt misadministrations -- ,N ',g, j["
-.-_

and conceahng information pertain- P__ p , ; _,._.,;
1 .

j ing to misadministrations, both felo-
i nies. He received three years' proba-
! tion, a $10,000 fme and was ordered issued Freeman a wntien reprimand officially told him he did wrong."Freeman is now licensed to practicej to perform 300 hours of commumty in September 1990, but took no ac- nuclear medicine in Texas and is; service. The Illinois Department of tion against his license. " Basically,it RSO at the Diagnostic Clinic of

Professional Regulation, which li- was a slap on the wrist," said a de-,

censes doctors to practice medicine, partment spokeswoman. "We kind of Houston.
,

:
~

|
1 'I fayette Clinic, Detroit .

.

J .-
-

A 1989 investigation by the NRC
|

! determmed that Dr. Natraj Sitaram, ,'
~ '

#
,.

I a researcher, debberately violated

|
the chme's license by ordering and / . !,-:=======% ,.

'' 'using radioactive phosphorus-32
; without certincation. The investiga-

-
. .

'

j ,
.

j tion found that the clmic subse- , ~' ."
' ' 7~ !$' i

, . .

i ,

quently disenmmated against rad;a- ''+:
'

'

2 tion safety ofDeer Dr. Lew M. -=

{
""

| 'Ifryhorczuk by firing him for bring- QM - ' ''-
m . . M'^ ~ '' " ~ ~ '

ing safety problems, includmg Sita-
J ram's violation, to the attention of ,

|
his supenors and the NRC. Investi-

i i gators also concluded that Dr. who fired Hryhorczuk, after which and Sullivan from being involved in
Thomas M. Sullivan, the clinic's for- Sullivan also appointed Sitaram to NRC-licensed activities for thrte

|

mer acting director, " deliberately the clinic's radiation safety commit. years. The agency also referred the|
case to the Justice Department,j

misied" the NRC when he told inves- tee. which declined to prosecute. The! tigators he was unaware that Hry-j
e horcruk had been fired as RSO.NRC

The NRC Dned the clinic $11,500 clinic went out of business in Octo- ,

!

i records show that it was Sullivan on Oct. 3,1991, and barred Sitaram ber.1

i

: )
, ,

a

|
1s

3 |

i

i
i
1
1

1

4

3 1
4 ,

!
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. Virginia Heart Institute
- : ? <-

>

!

6Richmond, Va. A' ~

v.s y.
.

, ,2In 1990, an NRC investigation
-

;-

j found that owner Dr. Charles L. , qg ,;

-I. a
'b.Baird Jr. had been routinely admin- ,-

f
istering radiopharmaceuticals since d.

- [
'

a i ~. . a 42

h-
i

1979 without a license, even though r.
- - 'c ,

-. h.M . . - f
k

I. ~-a

i obtain certification. Baird also pro- .D ' .]''' '
l he previously had bwn advised to .

*
s * g

' D ' ~f ~

t
'j ? |

i vided false information to the NRC -1 jp
. by listing Dr. William S. Dingledme g. j|> |[ j,,.] /_]y p"

i
. YT.

j
as the heart institute's only licensed , i

; |user of nuclear materials despite the
~ g '

| fact that Dingledine never worked ,

~' . w.
there. Dingledine, who was em- .M f% , . '' ,,

.

| '. ployed in the medical department of
;

: Virginia Power Co., also submitted allowed Baird to legally use radio- training.
j false documents to the NRC, certify-

ing that he supervised Baird's perfor. pharmaceutical drugs even though The NRC did not issue a fine, nor
mance of nuclear medicine proce- he had been rejected for a license by did it refer the case to the Justice De-;

;
dures. Such supervision would have the NRC because of insufficient partment.

| Lakeview Hospital,
Wauwatosa, Wis. LAIEVIEWl f ~

--
.

e

!
An NRC investigation found that '

-

. I . . r..l
between 1976 and 1980, dozens of pa- -110S13 ITAL'.

.j.-

t. -

.

tients were routinely given double N N (Q.$[,'

]
doses of radiopharmaceuticals for di- M*
agnostac scans of the bram, bones, g; r q p; ggg{ggg ,

hver, rpleen and lungs. The over- g; . ,f gg g : n q, j ,. , ,
j

doses were intended to decrease w t- ' :,"Jj- ;~'*
| '22-
j scanning time and obtain brighter ,37; ; |

i
images. Two technicians, who were Y> "^

! later fired by the hospital, also falsi- * ~ "

] fied records to ind.icate that the ,. w~
j pmper cosages were given. ,rr; . ,

.~' .2.....,_
'

f The NRC did not issue a fme, nor wadIM** . 4 =U
'

-

]
did it refer the casr to the Justice DN ..

partment.1

!

4

i

d

;

i

i
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i
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PATTY RUZlCKA Dead at age 41
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i By DAVE DAVIS and TED WENDLING 5
meltdown at Three Mile Island in Middletown, Pa., ori

$ PLMN DEALER REPORTERS any other nuclear power accident in the Umted States. 1
I

COLUMBUS Ruzicka ns among 413 cancer patients who re-
The ommous news landed in front of Patty Ru- ceived overdoses of cobalt radiation at Riverside in {

zicka's suburban Columbus home on Apnl 19, 1976. 1975 and 1976 when Joel C. Axt, a young radiation 3

j Her husbard. Gus, saw the front page headlme first: physicist, made a serious error in calculating their j
| " Riverside Cancer Patients Given Radiation Over. treatment times.
! dose.' NRC investigators determined the cause of the mis-
1 The words chilled him. Patty had been sicker than take - Axt used the wrong graph paper to chart the
| crer since her radiation treatments for breast cancer strength of the radioactive cobalt. Questions about the j

had ended at Riverside Methodist Hospitals in Colum- harm done to patients were more compicx, so ine i

bus three months before- agency hired Saenger to produce mdependent mede |

She was only 41, the mother of four children. He cal evaluations on every patient involved I
thought about how she was so weak he had to help her Saenger, however, performed the evaluauons on{

bathe, about the slow-growmg burn eatmg away at her just three panents - all of them dead by the time the
;

.,

back, devouring the very area where doctors had tragedy was discovered. Two of them. he determined, |
2

i beamed radiation for six months. had died as a result of radiation poisoning.
| Saenger didn't evaluate the health of any of the pa-~ Patty,you're not gomg to believe what's in the pa- tients stillliving.'

perf' he said, handing her the bad news. In that in-
stant, her worst fears were con 6rmed. Despite ovenrheiming evidence that hundreds of

! "Oh my God, what did they do to me?" Others were killed or senously injured by the radia.
Six uveks later, Patty Ruzscka was dead. tion, the NRC dropped its probe at Saenger's recom-1

i mendation. In domg so, it ignored the pleadmgs ofMthough the Frankhn County coroner eventually some within its own ranks.-

rukd that radiation overexposure was a major factor
In August 1976. Chief Counsel Peter L Strauss told5

! in her death, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis- NRC cummissioners they had a moral obligauon to de-
{

sion, the federal agency responsible for protecting pa-
tients against such mistakes, knows nothing about termme who had been irdured at Riverside and what

i what happened to Ruzicka. risk those injuries posed to their long-term health.

I
NRC officials say only two people died of radiation Strauss said he recogruzed the " sensitive ques-i

|
injunes after being treated at Riverside. Ruzicka was tions" involving the hospital's liabihty.

i
not among them. A Plain Dealer investiganon has "Nevenheless, the 'potenttally explosive' nature of
found 20 others, includmg Ruzicka, who died from the the affair makes it prudent as well as humane for the
overexposures at Riverside, accordmg to death cenifi- NRC in its position of radianon safety leadership to

'

cates and autopsy repons. make a substantial effort to assi>t those who may have,

!
Nationally The PD found evidence that at least 40 been injured," Strauss said in his briefing.-

people have died since 1975 from acute medical over- Sixteen years later, NRC officials conwde they did
nothing to assist victims. They say they kept secords; doses or radiauon and that hundreds more arc injured
on just three pauents. They do not know who the'. ur receive significant radiation overdoses every year other 410 victims were or what has happened to themm U.S. hospitals.
since the mid 1970s.j in the case of Riverside, the NRC doesn't know the

fate of hundreds of people who were injured by Ihe ra- Riversme llospital officials turned down repeated,

dianun overdoses. requests for interuews for this story. "There a nobody4

That's because Dr. Eugene L Saenger, the agency s - the incidehi obviously bemg so old - who could
knowledgeably talk to you about it/ said hospital;

| medical consultant, m part feanng that his work spokeswoman Ten Krivanck.
!

would encourage lawsuits agamst the hospital cut
Ivan Schn. the NRC's chairman, said he had nevershort the mvestigation of what turned out to be the

worst radiauon dna>ter m nuxiern-day medicine. In heard of the Riverude accident. "You're not really
t

comg to ask me about somethmg that happened 15
;

terms of human fatahues, the Riverside catastrophe I> cars ago, are you?" he asked.
has proven to be far more senous than tbr March 1979 |SEE COVER-UP/11 A

_ _ _
, . . - - - _ _ |



. . - - . _- -- - - --_ --- ._ . . .

- .,

.

. .

.

.

I

i
!

!
<

:
1
e

1
|

io-A topP9
a

1 a(- 7
wo um usx mre ... t

t

LETHAL DOSES RAD!ATION THAT KILIS
'.

! avestigator FMMiiiggqqgi|y1g,

| >f tragedy i c c f W14 -
Mqs

. . w...,
-

12 .
<

!>ver ose h ,.44 jgA g ag" m.
. ;

.
_ .

.

>oor patients n
-

: - c. - e~ :-

=.._,__,.ma_. - .- . ... . -.

- ~ . - - ,

o'ETT _asaed to BagD ftstuent IDrm.s
,, j f

' y_ . W
ggggggggyg .

-. m,_ - I, .,_ ._d o.. s.ef_
' ' > %.

13nts at the US Nucte.r hegu- "

,{ h W .g - ,,

Comm.assenn mantee him toe _ ._ m. , _ _ _ _ _ ,
-- - - p. ,_fe_._ . .m,. s. a.. + -

-- ,_, e_.c_.._,,_,,,._._-___ e_. , .

aEI3 dent OccurT4d En 1875 and tronia ' ' ' '

.E

. ' .
_ . ,

. _ _ _ _ _ , . , . .

p
- ~ ~'#

i

I isanand han . http fta thest 5,.nger. IsomevE m . .
1 --

' i

f a rudmuon safa'ty progfsin.
the ps_uems reeerved the radistson =. . n- 3,, . , _ _ _ . - ~ ..,.,_ . - . _ i,-.m,._.m

_ e,. _

.i ..- ... ~ ..
.r _ - . m _. _ .y = m ,. 3b. . _ -

,g.._
a_arnnent of Defest u.s pa en -

-Dep , r
-me.rch that utanlahed ~~

- sa-e. .. t,. .- e . d,m, ,. .e, , e.
.

- .; -,.e - . t _ee._ - . . . . . - g._ .._ ._. 2. . ,n___.__
.

. .

_ a.
- ,.n.c - - .m, . , .. _._,

y .e.,

",,,"A vfu stoanno wnemer ur. snum . . mayos o.L Seimger asys. ''t couPJ riot see sfvyself spending the rest of fffy ele m Co6Jmbus
, m been anne. .no Wy M h Ureversity of CWICrir tl prosessor. Dr. Earpo set four yests eart.r. the pma- o a me soonerinen someoooy mougre r anouia never
4 = unwrsny .r hnneu. "".d j,""",,*,7,,,,
%.at emm Leenger mam re-

st_a.c that ad a.f t,he 3.uems mere m ,_. .,ortars pn.de.d a,bma 900 pau_m an.d often wnhout.een know- cunar m,ea_m Uut t. hey unued hasy halted an d.yrerdang es- #' . .
" * " '* Nd

- _ .. _ ar. _ . ,_ . e en.g. cy _e .f, . e_ -, .-.,,,, h=w pnsp.

u n _ a sismhe_eir Dent.tst &f'
%M *al flGL ttir th.m -er h. uf_f_

I le Dessaftmefit el Drienne & the hnes si.rsges.I .lesr Gtsease. Die ufuwem!?y f%eGaCad refiter W- menL*,
mea _ r

Ewn an. 3 of them used mutun 60 (Tmd moft than5850 000 Es.nger The commat:ee said at found no - - - ~
f _ _. _'am. De pN._,-.-.o _ _ - - _ _ . ~ ~_ - . ~ _~_ _ ~ ~ , _ _ . - _-: *.spons prog g

-
_t _ . . _ . a me. to ,. , , _, , .a m. .._,e. . y.~f_ _e .

ry g,, g p, ope PDFIS- ,I'II ''E "II#II OI " 'I 'PYIU*'
,m. _meff_fifmiv u_nanstn,ous in

, "We 11I

N univmay uruens a _ en
~

_Lf._an_antem, .a|
'Ang*TSS

ee .pe_ .t.the ton,a part sri _. ,o _. r.ma_-_ _. pa. _ _. .p . m fa. ms_ e. e.
-- c__s .iunior racet.y ~ o, u_.an,se.n ern_wsm., ,_p _aian 1_uw u:ai ,sne u_enai: w,

f-a-'i ,- a ame m men morer per. wrnunna, au cancer s*-
taena ano si_==_t.6a,est,D.y n.ad. .e u.a. -~ m, e_, m

I m=e evt=c.o to i. tauno on w, a. met sa _ ss weg t
. a. or seme mfm.m matins e mearen. tectuams m ns w:: distor of u. umw,iev i Kruefmr me .. u a raamuon _e

.

m. m ._ e,_.
: . - m .w. - . a.m.e , . . , . r.

eEF D8NIN Uat natsuna avefuge of 100. frover a meanerees immune sessefn, ftport that "manv pataents an thm I boratory teos part m tt. feview at fysiv afttettore as a pratmefit. ' fat

'he earfV yea?L patients trefe ali an enny ITpart. $senger S leam fueGsCal experts tav pf0pett pad GewffTiy far thest parnet. Saenget s feneartfL -And part of the was resilv afiexpenmem.

I 'hrOHOlO Of events at aiverside sospit i sevs iseue ions settied
l. r._ -_ ,mp_ h.,_.___-

r *>==*=Pa==== em * _ wcw
l . er im ;ee, e a a unea3 3, e.e,f. _ ,mi i n-,_ p.uem er = ram ufne .r m. m - me w.unr- #8N N# A MNU 3Md

W. mon'al in tf. meo 19:D"s M" no u.c Amenckn Co.. tat $..
f se rag 6a&40n pfivsaC4L twKm3 seatisef frDm (4ssumD44L Gees Of rpda- that Utcy F.att fefeMG DNU'stt5 of l*rts O! ''boaauon. artt.YS at httefa uofn a

fadaats Ute stones saw 75 pa. esoe to r egm an mwsura: son N hospitat iet..f mutm mfr Raomo ..he isTo 81Jon ef4unes hhe 11 the DPEt Of 31 t.ms _one owemosen -Some peoper %eefiner immecastesy apreefs at a'uiant tf.ry *vpe el g'kDn putsPr/

- m_Bv eXDeneftfe_Stue e9,er_*L * a fM;&-news cretalefefitt with Ra,versic,e of5 -1 ~ _an. _"'he sausu.:s imm tvus an&
m. he Gapm Issueo at#fTot Of W mh Irast 28 Rm'sm psuems to dI

- - f.-n mm
runR_R utet$ m,_Ine ferMptWU E#"9m me Prr70!'Be- ca,,a.n _ mff,r, _

h'i'v*** w t' = ar'r we $me ams + .. : .: :fe e, cifna, , d
f ,a r D,e -

, ,noe eneo unu aanuary ms. 2. sa. isu - u. rour mosor p. na,e .m,e u onme, m ,,m aruon wo rom,-n := o.iem.
8 M. M fm hB*t' n'. Of mf' tf'tasning d.s a "mfbot *

|. 'BhiaD0% Outf00Ee4 10 tai g,afitn31931sent$ talve tren Dwf. ;magt. ' May 6. WE - W SCfnt15 m rmtpe- ' ' #Pg th
*

.

*
P:t e"If. W lf?

. ,1, I ' 5* SeTK4 V Otifftets,ta! __ , .
f'tefitf m thf rens& O $ -g.m y tw y3 w . . *I M au .G "'" *

c9 gen He, tilamel the t"rf0F 3. < 6a1
M ann e ID Daisents t'*aiPO M1hi aa ,,

|
. . . , , , ..m.,

|

|

|
|
6

|

'

|
i

.- -. - . _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ . . _ .. . .. .- . .. - _ - - . . . _ ...-



- --- .-. . _ . .. - --- _ . - . .. .

i
*

-
.

,
'

'

|
.

-
r
,

!
!

!

I

Pace- t od D o77a *1

| 2. q '7
, -

I
. _ . - _ . .

,
,

. _ _ , . _ _ . . . . - . -.._

(

I Chronolo of events at Riverside Hospital says issue iong settled
. - ~ _ - . - -

ommaas aecuned to caruss the the Jmnt Commasswm or aRnesme panenu for leanes esmeft on the bio 60cical ef.$cyteenber IM4 Joei C. Art a u,ne. a 25seareid etemeritary seriaal M u, ns._w.w the fust ume - = daa - = ==n a Hanh C= ors
i me,tromcaumm m . mm. e.,oo.m a fee = w r=.a-n. amm m Rnwr-' R-mmr mouon p.- .1.egms wW hetynal m De nG-lSIDs uOns and the Amernn Cel

usa.ng Uw Mnng type of g*Wpfl pSDer at:00 Ulfurles ,6he is the fUs.t of at ueou n D.e stGnes spy 273 54-
ramasuo saQe 3D tegm an Anwsugaimn. N $m"* * chaf ==== om- han==c-erno.m-sme peope smcr nowmam, appem as a. .cun uw -ro a = raank iean : R,w ,oe -o e E W N M a % agostasu f=om um

e WM Uw overnost. may espersentT stGe effectL" a hor news eartfeferem mth Rivetzese 05actaw coDalt used m Ene hospelaia r NNt M N N how tong sm tacers un
MIETf4resuneral masw The erm p:tal spos,esman says. -but mant pei> cias ano prunes them Ior their iguacu

~~ ps_- Amt naurus hospi- pie ha e 4atue. af anytrung. to worry amnens ano,.coruvrn for panents. a- - r_ _the v,agic We haw alum s.ett treat u,Tanty as a mutt of
JAIL 3a.1976

goes canoeucwo u._nul J_anuary 19%.i
m eh _ s

haw._ _ Ma,m_ ._- .a._m ._ _ s.-- -a_. - - s-d . R. ._h__ _ . - ,_ __
m _m p.

_ .
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mouen He an.o uma inryuqsamans and a seputy coroner at Rtv. Fek it.19*6 - %e cucuuw ces at Erwesiae fan ramaaon puu- hapnal mens cm t@ ha ensa-ns. At seast four cuser Rimmar pa-
erssoe.razar euncerns m staff,nwet- commr: ice of R.swesme a Boarc of -

_ -ah-.-,-_s-._._ -. -C - ----J - ,- -- -, s. .
_.gs _, _ ee._. ._-.- p.s _ m_ ..w w. _s. Me,a ___ _ .w _.es, -ofm - m-. ,4~ - m--- -.a- --
__ m. . . - a. ,_ __ p. m ._, ,._e

e'mmd malaQon Moms I up 50 han anac. uw =me a., = age 2(..
N W NM- M a deathL in a spreces at a nat,

d
' frunastrutors that t,h,,e tpu.rfts MO atheru,,,s,brios, notafyte.g pauems and

enme - = nes= = = $us* .. m .,ener ein uw uw one s cm,-uon Le he
- ,esuit f m nmos m oc.,,

"' for thMe #Nrat'uorts, more Of whsch Aprel 19. IUI - Elwessee pattet> least ]$ proper ceca imm
hoo gngDveGts patients IDerrate rada.

Aprd 19.104 - Sunes in Colum- April 11.1MS - Dr. Eagene L reania ao trie overnoses The hosastal logist and Deputy Coroner Dr Roo. owtuoses m NRC swwraauan
Dec. 31.1975 - E4na Gad Vaien. bus two casty newspapers udorm Seenrer. an NRC consultant ana u requeec to coneet uw voussuons. en L Lpf Jr resignL nayms the hoa. to wrif* Lofs Imams

| Who were
*

i the 28 c-

M- .t _W$"4.awho died? -"'

overnmen of rocasuon an the mid-
" "I["~* *' ' * * '

Mcy, than 400 pateems recerved , " ~ * * * *

,,r W' M*

| It*Ds auntia carieer treatmenta et
j Rrwezaar Methodst Haspitam a Co. g * "'

,,

. /'- ' ,.

s lumnut
b i.' 1 gCi Nucieur Regulatory Commas-

j sum omenals osy ordy two proper _

. . . . , , ,,,
! dwd af ra&suoc stuurses A Plam

- '

. . ' II
ew .

I Daaer anwsugatam found 26 oume *
'

_-- .-

##

f peopse whose mecKal recoros show . . . _ _
, .,,a,.,,,,,,e_,,e,,,,m,
!

usell to their deathE liere are their-
g

I .-
. ,,, h {s..

( Babry G&rt Takesiume. was saetreeted 4a
at 3 barn Dec.1.123. at 7% mamns'

Q' 'w =
! as a result of ramanon avernose ad- ~6 8 Ng
s mmasacred to her mourr * * + , - =

I Edna Gad Vanestine. 21. of ColunF
I but Lememarv schom teacher and ' # ~
' mmher of Baby Gal ta.enune. Dwd 7(

*
Dee. 30.193 ~ ' * * * "

Esth T. HowetL $9 of Columnus. ,
.

[
f Sameswoman Dwd Mmfi t.1976 . _ f ar#

! Agnes Carte 48. of Columena Book.
. -

C.4 *
I acenet and mouer of two Dieg Apnl , **

4 .?
! 19.19 5

e -

| Marraret L Baby $6. o' Wo=trung-
-

p* -

t ton. O. 6 cured registerea nurse I''
| Dwe tr.my 11.1976

'

$i heter L Dranck. *,5. of Columbut.
,

Homemaaer art:1 mother of four..' *-

( Dwd May it.1976
Charles F. Semmer. 51 of Gahanna.

| - - - - - -- - ' - - -

0 Ohm BellTerpnene Ce faaeman.,
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stated that all of the patients were m - ,

10 A "relatively good health" and not in
*the final stages of their disea>c.

Even so,25 of them died within 60
days of receiving radiation treat-
ments, according to the doctors' re-$

I Patients received up to 250 rads of
radiation - a dose at which more
than 20% of them would be expected
to die of severe infections resulting

Of edy from a weakened immune system,
medical experts say,

overdosed
The doctors produced about 900 '

g
e una ers y m i i n er rt

P00A ceived more than $850.000. Saenger
said the patients all knew cractly
what was being done to them. a con-

Cy DAVJ DAVIS told only that the radiation was to tention others at the university chal. '

help treat their disease. Later, they lenged.
PLAIN DEALER BCPORTER were asked to sign consent forms The university.s Junior Faculty

CWCINNATI that stated they wete participating in g ciation Committee investigated
Everyone wanted Dr. Saenger. a " scientific investigation" that the research, concluding in its 1972
Officials at the U.S. Nuclear Regu- would advance medicine and man- report that "many patients m this

latory Commission wanted him i kl..d project paid severely for their partici.
sort out the damage caused by the Critics charged that the sole pur-
worst radiation accident in modern- pose of the reses ch was to help the pati n and often without even know-

,

day m&me. Pentagon bette : understand the ing that they were part of an experi-
Admir.istrators at Riverside Meth- phys cal and psychological effects of " " " ,

odist Hospitals in Columbus, where radiation on the combat readiness of The committee said it found no
that accident occurred in 1975 and tmops. evidence that the experiments we e ,

1976, wanted him to help fix their Saenger, however, maintains that linked to any sort of cancer study.
flawed radiation safety program. the patients received the radiation "We were firmly unanimous in

And victims and their families for medical reasons. to give them re. sying that this could not go forward
wanted him to explain how patients lief from their cancers. The fact that unless it was changed dramatically ''
had died or beeninjured. the research could be used by the said Dr. Edward P. Radford, who as

But Ibe research that established Department of Defense was just an director of the university's Kettering
added benefit, he said. laboratory took rart in the rev4ew ofDr. Eugene L. Saenger as a leading "In terms of evaluating the effect Saenger s research. "And part of the

expert on the biological effects of ra. (of radiation) on the central nervous
diation also made him one of the
most controversial doctors m the system and judgment, these are change meant that they wouhl have

|among the very few studies that have to carefuly explain to patients that'country. ever been done, and they have been this was not for their l>enefit, and
Just four years earlier. the presi- used by various agencies in the De- that it was a signincant radiatwn ex-

dent of the Umversity of Cincinnat ' partment of Defense off and on for posure that might hasten their
the school where Saenger taught ra- years." Saenger said in an interview.

periment Saenger had undertaken [
dega _ ford, now retired and living indiology, halted an Il year-long ex- ae ve w

,

England.is m internationally known -
!,

for the Department of Defenses don't make any apologies for it at all expert on the effects of radiation. ,

f

'

atomic weapons program. The presi- I think it was darn good work. The -We didn't lect that the Saenger .

|
dent was reactmg to concerns raised only r.e.gret I have is that we didn't dogroup was careful enough m explain-

jby the schools faculty, the media '"A ' m. that this radiation was notiended as a treatment, that it .. .more' he 87 people who took part inand Congress. Oft really
In the experiment. Saenger ex- the experiments. 81 were chanty pa- ###" " " " " * ' "

po>cd poor, termmally all cancer pa- tients, and 61 were black. They had - J

tients to radu. tion at levels tempara- an average schooling of five years.
ble to those expected to be found on Their average IQ was SG. well below
a nuclear battleneld. the national average of 100.

In the early years, patients were In an early report. Saenger's team

._
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?Chronology of events at' Riversidea,
, _ ;>; y **

.

tine, a 25-year-old elementary school i Riverside patients for the first time leading expert on the biological er.
'v.y

September 1974 'Joel C. Axt, a that they have received overdoses of 'fects of radiation, arrives at River.Riverside radiation physicist, begins teacher from Columbus, dies of radi. ~
ation injuries. She is the first of at radiation. The stories say 275 pa-' side to ' begin an ~ investigation.

using the wrong type of graph paper
to calculate the strength of the radio- least 28 Riverside ~ patients td die'.O tients were overdosed.''Some people t Saenger immediately appears at a

may experience side effects," a hos- news conference with Riverside offi-
cials and praisss them for their quick 7active cobalt used in the hospital's fmm the overdose. .

Jan. 30,1976 - Axt notifies hospl. * pital spokesman says,"but most peo-cancer. treatment machme. The error C9
tal staff that patients have been over. ' pie have little, if anything, to worrf actions and concern for patients.

.

'

goes undetected until January 1976, .

May 6,1976- Axt admits to hospi-. about."resulting in radiation overdoses to tal officials that his error, not an o
more than 400 patients treated with dosed. lie blames the error on an That evening, at 10.30 Agnes

. Carro, a ~48-year.old mother of two,' equipment malfunction, caused the g
I rch 19 5 January 1976 - Phy. The executive'' dies at Riverside from radiation inju.; overdoses. He also admits falsifying

erside raise concerns in staff meet- committee of Riverside's Board of ries. At least four other Riverside pa. hospal records to cover up his mis-sicians and a deputy coroner at Riv. Feb.18,1976 -
take. '

ings about what they say are Trustees meets to discuss the overex. tients have already died.
,

suits ofits'm.1976 - NRC releases re-vestigation:413 patients i^"
excessive side effects from radiation posures. The committee decides to ' Media attention on the overdoses
treatments. They are assured by ad- hire consultants to review the over* prompts the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory received radiation. overdoses of up lo
ministrators that the burns and other doses before notifying patients and Commission to begin an imestiga- 41%. The agency cites the hospital
roblems result from differences m their doctors- tion' * * | for three mfractions, none of which i

April 19,1976 - Stories in Colum- April 21,1976 - Dr. Eugene 1, relate to the overtloses. 'Ihe hos6 ital )ow individual patients tolerate radi-
.

Dec. 30,1975 - Edna Gail Valen. bus' two daily newspapers inform Saenger, an NRC consultant and is required to concet th(violaUons,ation.
- >- ..i .e

but no fine is issued. Dr. Laurence J.
Fahey, the radiation oncologist who
oversaw the treatments, dies of a
heart attack the same day at age 37.
* April 19,1978 - Riverside patho-
logist and I)eputy Coroner Dr. Rob-
ett E. Zipf Jr. resigns, saying the hos-

,

'pitabressured him. to ' atop 1is''
investigation into the radiationT-.

'- .

Hospital says issue long settled: d d**'''d"n'e'nqifn"sp*f h#s'id aM
"' c''

s

Riverside Methodist Hospitals highest level oIa^ccr'editatio'n fioM.'.'s'f.
'.least 10 people died from radiation ^''

. overdoses.The NRC never attempted
officials declined to discuss the the Joint Commission of Accredi.- to verify Zipfs fmdmg. " --

overexposures of 413 people at tation~ of Health Core Organiza- ..

their hospital in the mid-1970s. tions and the American College of, . ~,,3
. . ',;

'

The hospital's chief executive offi- Radiology. .. .

issued a "The lawsuits from thifinci- -.cer, Erie Chapman,^ dent have long since been s' ttled.
"

statement that said: e

' Partly as a result of this tragic We have always (cit,that the best. ,,

accident, we now have one of the remaining- way to honor those tn
safest and finest radiation depart- who suffered is to ensure that this, e

*

ments in the country. Our depart- kind of problem could not recur. d
ment continues to receive the We have done that."

M
,M}' ' ~

to-
sr

. . _ . _ . . - . - - .- . . - . . - . - - - - . . - - - , .-- - , . . . , . - - . . , _ . . , .
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Everett L Disbennett 70, of Dela-
ware, O. Retired Realtor. Died June

'

I30,1976.

Who were ":"nz,i'fmg
!

!
1976.

e 2.8 Edna Wells,65, of Upper Arlington.'

'

Homemaker, bookkeeper andmotherofon

who died? "" " e. Died July *13 1976 'a>-
,

Died July 27,1976. '

More than 400 patients received
overdoses of radiation in the mid- Janice Elizabeth Renz. 57, of Har-

mony Township, O. Homemaker"1970s during cancer treatments 91 '

Died Aug.4,1976.
Riverside Methodist Hospitals in Co.

Mary P. Grabinger. 36, of Worthing-lumbus.
ton. Hotnemakerand mother of four*Died Sept.10,1976

.

US. Nuclear Regulato:y Commis-
sion officials say only two people Frances P. Fargel' 56, of Columbu
died of radzation irquries. A Plain Regis'.e:rd nurse at Whetstone Con

-

Dealer m.vestigation four.d 26 other valescent Center and mother of one- '

people whose medical records show
Died Oct. 4,1976.

that radiation overexposure contrib-
Sheila Sohn, 59, of Columbus !uted to their deaths. Here are their
Homemaker. Died Nov.2.197e. 'names:

Baby Girl Valentine. was 41tvered Clifford R. Von Gundy,60, of Gmve
City. O. Owner of Columbus Printingstillborn Dec.1,1975, at 7% months Ink Co. Died Dec.22,1976.

as a result of radiation overdose ad. Marylouise Managan,65.of Colum.
ministered to hermother. bus. Retired secretary at Ohio State '

''
Edna Gail Valentine. 25, of Colum- University. Died Dec.29,1976. i

bus, Elementary school teacher and Ma J. Qapsaddle,52, of Columbus.
mother of Baby Girl Valentine. Died
Dec. 30,1975.

doctor's assistant. Died Jan.Ruth T. IlowcII, 59, of Columbus. '
'

,

Saleswoman. Died March 9,1976. rence J. Woodall,38, of Colum.
b
35, jg bkd truck driver. Died Jan.Agnes Carro,48, of Columbus. Book- .

keeper and mother of two. Died April
19,1976. Kenneth J. Meuroy, 64, of Colum- *

Margaret E.11aby,56, of Worthm, g- bus. Retired chief landscape archs.
teet for city of Columbus. Died Jan'ton, O. Retired registered, nurse. 22,1977.

Died May 11,1976.
Betty L Drabek 55, of Columbus. Gertrude Phelps,59, of Columbus *

Homemaker and mother of four. Homemaker. Died March 2,1977, .,1]Died Iday 16.1976,
Myrtle R. Roush,50. of Marengo,' OF"Charles F. Wemmer,52, of Gahanna, Died March 26,1977. 7O. Ohio Bell Telephone Co. foreman.

Died May 25,1976. Anne Wei!bacher,51, of Columbus;~'
Edward J. Adelmann. 51, of Colum. llomemaker. Died March 30,1977.
bus. Controller for Jeffrey Processing James O. Baily, 42. of ColumburSystems division of Dresser Indus.

Ohio Bell account manager andtries. Died May 26.1976.
Patricia J. Ituzicka. 41. of Blacklick, fatherof three. Died Aug'11'1978'

O. Homemaker and mother of four.
- [

Died June 1,1976. .

Leah Wanda Henderson,66, of Co-
lumbus. Died June 2,1976.
Donald E. Manning, 45, of Colum-
bus. Insurance underwriter and
father of three. Died June 24,1976.

eum.m.m.use . -me. ._
.
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LETHAL DOSES RADLAT10N THAT KIMS

| 3ehind the cover-up: lives torn asundel
I

f Md/14g

I un. e m meanns e una sum-a
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|
m susi s anum arrenrut fmm ,our
Tiptamt We wouma em hande a ,i

I we 100ty. It snans has stungs 4e *
i ? not ephe the way they shousd ..
; -

'
I

| w sesentasis uno arve: aped the
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e CacLae Cucar" because a couad
4 aut a oesHaefined a us af dr*

L :sm k.dhnt enemy troops with 7

I laanse esse el raGasthan that Ehd I

;ggRage kl Ebsaftly bM'hT4 IaAS
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Calamina. A was e if a neutron
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*
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1 19. 1973.the eav Uw Rmesaae
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Behind the cover-up: .

11-A
:. v

...

lives torn asundebM
Dr. Laumrice J. Fahey, me rada-

Nick Ca.ro had been living at the tion oncologist who oversaw the radi-hospital with his 48-year-old wife. ation treatments, died of a heart at- ;
,

he hadFROM/1-A That evening, about 10-30'when he tack on Aug. 16, 1976, me day de ,

gone home for a short rest
NRC, released the results of its inves-.

Then, after heanng a brief sum- received word that Agnes had died. ugauon.He was M.
mary of the tragedy, he responded: His daughter, Karen, was holding '
"Dat just sounds dreadful from your her hand when she stopped breath-
desenption. We would not handle it ing.

*
that way today. It sounds like things "She was just a wonderful .

were not done the way they should woman," Carro said as tears welled E i

i

have been." up in his eyes.
After years of mourning, he joined . Today, all but a few of the patients

E a singles club and took ballroom im'o!ved in the catastrophe are dead.
dancing lessons in an attempt to Many suffered from senous cancers.

De scientists who developed the meet other women. He wasn't very For them, the radiation overdoses of

neutron bomb in the 1970s called it successful. No one could replace up to 41%left wounds thatwould not a

"The Cookie Cutter"becauseit could Agnes. heal and simply hastened their de-
.

!

stamp out a well. defined area of dev- "I was going to change my life mise.

astauon, killing enemy troops with some way, but I never got around to Some of the victims, such as Edna j

an intense wave of rad: anon that did it," he said. "When you've been mar. Gail Valentine, a 25-year-old elemen- |
'

no damage to nearby buildmgs like ned that long.you getlonely and sort tary school teacher, sere expected to

most atomic blasts. ofdepressed.a survive their cancers.
In Columbus,it was as if a neutron Valentine was 4% months preg- |

bomb hit Riverside:28 or more dead, nant when she began receivmg rads- :

hundreds injured, careers ruined. stion treatments to kill any lingenng
De hospital was left virtually un- 7 Was going to change cancer cells after undergmng surgery i

for Hodgkin's d,i,s, ease. Her doctors
|

; harmed. R7y ll[e Some way, but I
-

had ,,,en he, a ch,nce of,ecov.Today, Nick Carro, who lost his'

w,fe, Agnes,in the catastrophe, calls nevergot aroundto it. ery. within a few months. both she
and her babywere dead.

1 Riverside "the Taj Mahal of hospi. en you,ce ven She would com,1ain all the timetals."
Midway through construction of married that IOng, yOU about sore throats and that she I

3

an $85 million, nme-story tower that get ionely andsort of couldn't eat," her sister, Barbar,a
will add critical. care beds, labor-de_ Hoove,, ,,c,11,d. _ss, h,d ,e,,h e
livery rooms and surgical suites, Riv- depressed.> burns on her chest.ney were so bad
erside has westhered the potentially ---N/Ch CayTo * * * * " **** CI ***'or s'ome'o"ne' i

,

devastaung blast, its reputation and told herthatwas nonnal f
!

I'mancial health intact. with her skin color."
The hospital, which began 101 The hospital ofDeials who were re- Hoover said she would never for- |

-

4

years ago in a 15-room house, boasts sponsible for the overexposures suf- get the last time she spoke to her sis-

; 1.0S3 beds and more than 850 physi. fered as well. ter. She had received a call at the el-
' cians, making it one of Ohio's larg- . Physicist Joel Axt saw his inar- ementary school where they both

nage dissolve after the story broke taught. By the time she got to theest.
The insttution is doing far better and was last known to be working at hospital, they were wheeling Gail

than the people involved in the radi- an eye cliniein Odessa Texas. into surgery.
anon tragedy,Carro and others say. Even before his marnage ended, "She told me she was afraid,"Hoo-

Carro lost his wife of 27 years on Axt's oldest daughter left home to ver said. "I said, ' Yeah, I would be,
Apnl 19,1976, the day the Riverside hve with her grandparents because
overdose story appeared in local of the publicity. Axtlater admitted to,

newspapers. Agnes Carro died of ra- NRC investigators that he falsified
distion argunes. records to tr.ake it appear that the ,

tragedy resulted from an equipment
malfunction, but he was never pros-

- - _ mrA
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too. But everything will be fine. We'll tives following him and " popping out used against the hospital.
see you when you get out.'" from behind trees" to take his pic- Saenger said his investigation fo-

Her sister never awoke from that ture. The hospital was attempting to cused solely on whether the mistake
surgery to remove a blood clot. mimruze his injunes, he said. had caused hann, not the magnitude

Afkr 16 years, Hoover said she's of the harm. He said it didn't matter
still angry because the hospital mis- Craig said he was watching TV on whether the negligence injured two
led the family about the seriousness the day the story about the overdoses people or 20. .

of her sister's condition. Up until the broke.The hospital never provided a "I didn't see where se could ac-
day she died, Hoover said, the doc- complish anything more," said
tors predicted that Ceil would re-

~ ' . ' ' " ' - Saenger, a former professor of radiol-
ogy at the University of Cinemnati.cover. 4They bumedher
"i could not see myseir sfus investi-"They bumed her lungs," Hoover nding the

said recently stier readmg an NRC lungs. Ireez zine they rest or my life in Caum
gaung stethe tu Smius, sto hadItport that had not previously been liedto uS The}" knew far-advanced cancer . .. maybe died amade available. *I feel like they lied

to us.They knew what had happened what had happened all little smner tha,n somebody thmght
h* 'h "'d ^*"*'e way the NRC saw itall along and they didn't tell us."

tell US. , nd the}> didn'talonO a That's not th
-

The Riverside tragedy left Frank-
-at least not onginally.lin County Common Pleas Court

l ' #" E'awash in lawsuits, nearly 150 of -Barbara Hoover tai,"a top y* ofr'*c!E' iud out .
' 'h hos ,

them. The hospital contested virtu.
.

ferent r le f r Saenger. He saidally every case, and court records
show that most of the victims or their satisfactory explanation about what Saenger had been hired specifically
estates settled for a few thousand happened, he said, to produce medical evalustions on
dollars. Many cases took years to re- "When it came out, they pretended everyone who had been overexposed
8#*- to be shocked, but I know God damn and to advise the e.gency on medical

well they weren't," he said. care being provided to survivors.TheRichard Cra.ig. 56, of Richland. NRC ofncial also warned the hospital .Wash., a physicist for Pacific North- d that its plan to hire Saenger as a con-west laboratories, is one of the survi- sultant would be improper since he
vors. Craig is a world. class rower, but Saenger, a leading expert on the was already working for the NRC.
says he would be better tf he had biological effects of radiation. is com. At one point durmg his investigs-
"two sound legs." He walks with a fortable w2th the role he played in tion. Saenger had the medical re-
hmp because of the radiation dam- the sftermath of the Riverside tra- cords of nearly 100 patients, NRC re-
sge to his nght hip, an area where gedy. Now retired and living in t! e cords show. Nothing was ever done
doctors found cancer. posh Cinemnati suburb of Indian with them.

Craig filed a lawsuit and recehed a Hill. Saenger sud he cautioned the "I can't tell you specifically why
settlement he cannot disclose. Before NRC agamst doing individual medi- things weren't done. I know a lot
the hospital settled, however, he said cal evaluations on victims because wasn't done," said Dr. Robert E. Zipf
he was subjected to pnvate tietec- the information would have been Jr., a former Riverside pathologist.

|
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"There was a lot of politics and pres- Zipf said when he voiced his con- In contrast, the Riverside catastro-sure mvohed t t e time. cerns to one of Riverside's top ofn- phe resulted in no heanngs - not byZipf assist i vestiga ng gze cials, he was told: " Bob, I've been in Congress, not by the NRC. NRC in-
e d s a deputy klin Coun g$* hlm "#8"E" *"

* N" "o s
** "#"#I "d'coroner. He said he was pressured by ther'n, and,go back to my office and while the local media provided a gen-the hospital to provide as little infor- do my job '

eral desenption of, famdies say44r-.
what happened,-mation as possible to the victims, Zipf s former boss, Coroner Wil- m st oMe vicumstheir families and the NRC. liam R. Adrion,would not discuss the

"Several of us wanted to do more Riverside tragedy. Adrion claimed still do not know the details of,how
in-depth studies to follow up these not to know anghing about the their relatives died or were injured. ,
pabents, and we were discouraged NRC's investigation, even though his To this day, Gus Ruzicka,a printer
from doing that because of the ofnce supplied the agency with doz. at the Columbus Dispatch, doesn't .,
medical / legal problems," said Zipf, ens of autopsy reports on victims. know how much radiation his wife',
who was forced to resign from River- Adrion's employees now say they Patty, received. The hospital
side in Apnl 1978 and is now director cannot locate many of those files. 'wouldn't tell him and the NRC never -
of laboratones at Nash General Hos- "I think in something like this, bothered to figure it out. , , .r -
pitalin Rocky Mountain, N C. with family members and such, I Ruzicka sued and received a confo

"They were concerned about being don't think Td really want te get in- dential settlement, but the expent.
sued. They were concerned about volved " Adrion said. "1 don't want to ence hasleft him bitter. .

pubhcity. They were ' concerned be in a difncult postuon." "I wasn't suing them for a pou$
about trying to subdue the reports He added: "We don t know how of flesh. I was suing them because I
and the pubhc exposure." was so disgusted with the situation,'. ,

Zipf said the hospital had a moral . .. said Ruaicka,who has remarned898
obligation to tell patients and their many people lived because they got :-
families the truth about what had this (overdose). In other words, their I remember one of the Icopie at

happened. He also said the NRC cancer was eradicated where roaybe. the hospital said, 'Your wife-was
-

missed an opportunity to use the tra- it wouldn't have been. I think; that - going to die anywa,y. It wouldn'thave a
gedy to benent medical science by would make an interesting studys... mattered what we d done. I wanted ,
adding to what scientists know about Keep that in the back of your mmdL'. to get up and punch somebody..~I ,
the biclogical effects of high< lose ra- Columbus lawyer Walter J. Wolske [dtli antbe e at odiction. Jr. agrees that the overdoses should - towards life " ""*

. , . . . . . ~ _ . . . .. . '

have been studied, but he says Catly
that everyone he has met was. hart Ruzicka said the hospital didrft
by them. Wolske represented rnore waive any of the bills, not even for .

,Several of us wanted than m vicums in lawsuits apnst
the treatments that killed Patty.u. ..

to do more in-depth Rhen:ide- "It's amazing to me that that hos .

*' '* '" " - pital hasn t suffered a bit,' he,said..
studies to follow up an tsiIs to !elp the "J wouldn't take my dog to Rivepq .r de c-
these patients, and we tims. He noted thet the ageney's M. I d go anywhere before I d die grg

v''*C''9" *hree citations to the
' th' '***''' Ph'''*-were discouraged fmm '' '

sulted in t
doing that because of hospitai - one for not posting.a
the medicaulegaf "caut n" sign on a door, one for not

testing the cancer-treatment equip-
problems. They were ment for radiauon ieaks, and one fur-

concemed about being a I wing a physician who was not sp-
proved by the NRC to use radioactive ,

sued. They were matenais. p. y. :
Concemed about The violations haa nothing to de-

with the overdoses, Wolske added.
publicity. They were ..rrs scary,'' he said. "This ip the f

..

concemed about trying agency that keeps watch on the nu- t

to subdue the reports clear poser plants.~
. He and others compare Riverside ,

and the public to the nabon's most senous nuclear

erPosure. power plant accident - Three ' Mile'

island. Although no one died at-Dr. Robert E'. ZipfJr. n ree nii, island and no one ap.
pears to have been senously injured,
the event captured the nation's at-
tendon for nearly a year, prompting
a presidential probe, weeks of con-
gressional heanngs, tens of thou-
sands of pages of re;r>rts, and an out-
pounng of concern by the NRC.
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NRC faces
'

_

i probes by |
,

2

; Congress |
LETHAL DOSES

3 Mg%= EDIM10NTHEKHIS ;

; h
sen.JahnGlena and anOktshoma J g g ggp;:

poor hecri ;s in and larpe:S nuclear matens!s oGer
3 rurxt few months a eumine h.tlere

than pe,er pt:3ts.
In a rehr.ed development N!LCa

in the U,.S.Ntelear Regu.atory Com- Chairman ban W yes'.erday said
mistion a medical lensmg and in- the PD series had preempted the7

g
Ction9foF82nt-SP'RWmg to a series of Mn agencyic begin a comprehens!ve m <. --

S Dealer stones this week on the wa d t'.s hsing aM tr.sWen
teores of det'.hs and serious Ltduries pgrana f2 W Mtutions.

d W mm He a*.id the review would includethDj Caused *,n me # W O', * * * * * N'D
tril Affairs Cornminee. sa.id his com. QgA[F rman of the 2.

g

I th.. k yw d.d a very valuablem2 tite wwld begto an imtrediate in- m i
vertigatkm.Genn D-0 wntatively @ c N .and R w~.H Icd g
set aCapitoll1111besnng for feb.2. some pony &ction on Mr p

Seturately, Rep. )(ichsel L. Synst, S'Im ''ad. Tathout in any sense
D.Okla cht:ntan of the House sub- denigrsting your efbrts. If twa re-
committee c.n enytronment. energy poners etn work for a few months
and naturs,1 res7:rces. md tus suo, and come up with stat you got.
committee tiso would hold hearings, thurs a pretty good indlett!cn that
probr.b!y beginntngin cud-14 arch. we're not domg our pbs."

Spitr said the subecmmittee In a five-part series.The PD docu-
woutdlook at usues rsited m the FD mnad me N's poor reerd of
senen,butwatid expand!!a probe to identifying anc investy;ctmg teaths
ine! ode all non feettor 12tnwes as and truunes c='.aed in the practices
wtll as the NRCE s.gretment state of r*.gtst2on therapy and nudear

ogram. Un:ier the progLT., the meda:mynationwide.
p HC hu pven sutheerty to 18 states 5tg Metc,5-A -

N- not meluding Ohio - toi! cense



. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ . .- . . _ -

.

! jf }

O % *

| . . !d liIII};[{i!{!
~

r
|

i
'

-

3

| |wi%gng,a,LMihmg
ao

gi
e

| Iz M1p i
\

:

.-

[. .
. . -

. .[$12[ [ "'5M
.. .. . _

! [ -



w
. s.m. - _ _ . _ _ _ _ . .. _

.

D CI C - 1 ? -a .:: Swf i s:i. : o 4 C tE 2 W 8J B L. I C wt:f2 A I R $ P.OO

l IAC 10 SCnitiniIC radiRtIOR
methods check

WASHINGTON (AP) ~ A Nu- sinos IM5 from zuedical overdous
clear Regulatory Commission ofradiation.
epokesman says the agency will While the NRC requitee radia-

isc m tsa m 6 4 way it oversm tion errore 4 be sported in.24 *

hospitals and labs that use r** heum, b Pata I)eala reported .
dioactive materials. today that its review d 4,000 in-

.

. Joe Fouchard said the commis*eident p showed the amage !

swa will bg taking *a hard !cor nporths tirne was 29 days. ,

at Ms medical 1kuusing and in.
NRC chairman Ivan 8ella said

5

apettlan program in the wake of g the agener nuds u encourate :
hemmber redletivulinked deeg
In Penneyhsait and allegations more bonest upondng ofincidents

this week In a nowapaper owies- by hospitals byincreas{ns fines. i

The (Cleveland) Plain Dester "The penalties should be such
reported Tuanday that 413 people that the risk dtalline a falsehood

|

wm given radiation overdoses at should be greater than the risk of
Riverside Methodist %_pttal in to!Eng the truth," he eed. *We

!Columbus, Ohle. In 106 and assuine that tha ones who arent -
19 4 boows are rational people and we

he mrdosee killed 28 people, dont real]y have procedures to
|guard W anseelm MUsshthe newspeper's inveet's* Lie #

found- and fred'
' ,

:
is But the NRC docuanented only

two of the deathe.
De agency has no way of r-

* clearly in the Emide case knowing how many radiation ar-
,

we did not do a thorough roes go unnposted, said James
-

'
Uebeman director d the NRC

;

folimp," Fouchard said.
*We are clearly more aggressive Ofice of Enfortennent.

,

[#MrM*"ph',*g*8' Te havsat found that many j
I

an = et ***ni=***a= na
- me <m. tun an enu,er, : W r*peted," he said y an in ,g
differert manner than we did in tarview published today. If they , ;

.

1976 destroyed all the records, ebyt. q

h horipitd on Nsday re. - ously wat new know. j

leased a ststment in whleh ite .
'

procident, and chief executive of. . NRC records document only five#

Keer, Ene Chapman. said: Te deatha from radiation urors,
currently have no ont on our staf Fouchard said. :
who was directly involved in the

De NRC also inspecte medical !

incident *
% letter said that "as a result licensees more frsquently now - .

i

of this tregic acddent, we tww yearly rather than every three to
i

have one of the safest and finest
fire yeare, he said.'

r64!6 tion departmenta in the

o ard said the newspaper Jw p(-Alys i

;

stories contained "dieturbing" in.
formation and Te're going to use /A- /4, ( A p, g
the infbanation that's in N
Floin DrJicr series in connectjen
with a hard look that we're g*'g .

te be taki.y at the medical li. '

centitw and upaction proaram'
*

fausd atleas,t 40 p.opl.t said it
Nationally the psDe

have d!.d
.;

;

I
'
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ae h,RC,s deacuy ignorance
In dl,Wendling and Davis documented at least

40 people who have died cf problems caused by
The Nuent Regulatory Commission has nomedicairadhtion cverdotes tinee 19'l5.That arc atshortage of authenty or bureaucrats.

Now it must show it has some semblance of a 1 east 40 mere cues than the NRC, created to pro-l imed to know

After numercus deaths it never knew about and tect the puh!!c from such abum. c aconscience. of before the PD beganits investigation.
The reasons for such a pp between grotesquecountless more senous irduries it was blatantly un.

aware of, the NRC has promised to improve how it rethty and the NRC's IUusion tre chilling and in-
.the NRC hasnot madeit aregu! .es the use of radiatien in medical treat-defensible.For sco}u di th msterids,

ments. But trusting solely in the NRC's word and spending car more time and energy on regulatingjudgment coukt be a emetal mistake Americans top priority to m. ter ra oac e
nuclear power plants. Thu:, its abinty to keep re-cords of actusi problems inyciving the medicalcan111tiford to make.Tbs mort sinntent pressure, from Congress to
uses of radidation was serioatly marred, andcountless cases penibly fed through the cracks.the general public, mustbe smposed uponthe NRCto shed a dagttee-
And on the rporadi occacons the haC hu inves-ful atmosphere of

tigated hospitals for poor htndling of radioactivera.aterith the trency's dheipline eften took theIgnorance. lt's an at-
% . mosphere that has |%. already doomed form cflow,four flg.:re fines. |p people to early

Another problem has been the unwit!Lngness on . i
4,

the part of NRC offletals to make consistent, strictdeaths or lives of
.

#
}$

M a
.

|
cemands of meWspital counterpartz. There hasmisery.

I;[ The NRC's vow of
|

been a disturbmg sense of comfort and collegiality<
"

1
between the resulttor and the reguh*ed. And;%

4 . " Morm etme only
many have paid a lethal price for this cozy comp!a-g

gI fj*f hy$P ##m
There are numerous steps that murt be taken tc

,
g u .d w , hat recti!> pr htema involving the NRC and the medb

,

-

s. Radiation t

caluse of rado&che maurials. Amq them am121s7 revealed the |
R A congmtinnd inquiry into how the NRC ap-ofconsequences
eached and investigated fiswed medical proce-

when tax government overnght combines withsitpcod medical p*,oceduret. Reporters Ted Wen. prdurea, such as the radistion owrdoses. This now

appears a certa.inty, based on rypes yesterdu .that both a House and Senate panel will ecnduct .dimg and Dave Davis traveled the country, r,. viewed more than 10.000 pages of documents and
Investigations bued onthe series.Interviewed more than 150 people (from officla!s toE An agreement by the NRC to begin acthelyvictims) to put a human iace on a growing tragedy.
regalating cevices that provide electrically gener-Wendling and Davis found cuts such as thested forms of rafation (tuch as X.rty units). In the::!!tht of D*4t t Golstein, a 9 year.old Cdiforniapast, the NRC has repeatedly declined requests toh

toy given overdoses cf radiation so severe his infu.
ries traraformed him beyond recognition pner tohis death. And Pennsyhania me<lical secretary regulstesu

ch devices.
'Ibe NRC raust take thsse and other steps if the

is to benefit from the cruellessons of"Le- |!Jean Matalik. who killed herself rather than liveen with a disfiguring painful irduty caus+d by na onthat posas Radittion that Kitis." The grim factisti

that the NRC's obl!gation to the Amencan peoplehn been as shamefully incomplete as the agency'sbady administered radiation. Not to mentionh vediedor !

Scores of other cuesinwhich catients a
'

h efutly overlooted as Dwir,ht Golstam.
suffered because of stoppy radtological procedures ~~mWhInBMbrJt esn Mattlik and the other radiation victims

-

the
nN~T.PQ-the reporters pinpomted 28 deaths !!!es;as s a.mJ m---
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VI AT T2 01130 T.:.toterka! Soe ety afe co'e

that your series or, radistsen accidenu trJyleavewith the mistaken impress)on that radishon theri
'

eaSur- some dtsgnostic testmg are unstfe. As a trault, sc,

utats may be afrdd tohave a life stymg tests or -a
ments. The se. ries is correct that ionfring radiati'

pwerful diagnorue and therapeutic tool that wh( et a ' must be placed in perrpect:ye s.na not bc
ly can lead to tiduries a.nd death, butthun

'

gerald.

1 .

p nett are some 20 rnillion radiation therapy s.
rnmn nuclett medicine procedures carried o'.r.
year.WhUc no irdstry sh u!C every be mtatmis,eij

.

fact on the prtient and farmly,the fact is thatth
of tneidema cornated to procedures is extreme

'

cned datebe
On April 19.1916.the Nuclear Regulatory Commtmen la sddidon.msny of the eram been major

20 yenn.In the intertm.therewas odnsed of the gnevous evenzposare of a large
provements m radiaten safety procedum a d

group of panems treated for cancer at htni64 Method-ist Hosp:tal b Cohmbus.1 su retained as the NRC med.feCtiveness Cf these typts Of trtatment End d!a:
aca! consultant by Megan HI to evaluate the ensia. MF % g fj.,ggg p

initial visit to the hospital was en Aprti:1.1976. afnhatd.has takne an act:ve role in improvm
ity of diagnertic ed therapistic testir4 m fur'At the time.there n er 275 patients !!ving with snater
the Chances of any hirmful mist &kts being m!than 10% in excess of the ptanned dost.Dere were clas

1186ectated ptttents.Ms unfortunate situston had college has drafted andwidely distribute aus
been discovered on Jsa. 30.1976. A conruithg physician,tids to redtation eneckgtsts th:mtshout the er
Robert Shale k. Ph.D..cf Houstan r.nd a corzulting ra:!!s. he 07.1o Ractological f,ocIcty bokves.that;

tion thersplst. Frank Henderson.!LD.,cf Chicago.streretained by the hospital. All patients and the famthes cfAO
I #

N'

the deccased patients were tmnw&tely notsfeed. Chier m a vances ha ed t

the racxttwo roonths.the cause was estabhshed as beinged Mvslniethisthre any subst.'
due to tras*.akes ernhe part of the chysicist m determin- euts6on of the improvements in diagnocis thz
mg the radtaten doses gm n te the panents and to fall-more ConstrYstivt trestment, such as lumpet

Y bresttetncer,ppesihla.
e

IW'ouldbe
tfeen che psdmtm

in my role as medical comultant. stus decded to in. TrAtobrvs anee eddiagnottletestDeraditt
vestigate h dttail the course of two esset; Mrs. Yajentine |thtt could save their lives becsuse the risk &and Mrs. Ce.rro.The ugurses to these two indMdusds were ora cist.rly delinuted in your series.

i3

were so severe ana their cumes! courses were so rapidly
,

g
durJtill as to bdicate that the decths sere atttftr.rtab:e g g ggg,ggge'
to the radiation therapy.One additional case wtt evsk- |

g,p, p7,,gegg g ogg g, gLied by me in Stuch the Clinical &nd pttholegic1] evi.
e

t
danes was suffi:!ently contradictory to that it was totN
possible to detctmine that rae:suon was the cause of the**'

AS THE DAUGHTEMN. TAW of Philottpatient's demise. De la:ter case !!!uttrstes the difScultyin etcrmining what rectors were contnbutcry to death or19.whoee evadose of radiaton at Clevests
reported in your series.I can only exp ess sdistbilityin the large r:nmber of patients wto were in.I
N Plain Dealer for its competent emerag

voh d ',
lem of accidents. But I must also expres: er

Once the responsiocity of RMH for the death of t" again, at the Caveland Cthic for its nonch
*

$e
pstkerrts was satabinhed, the retpensibility of the medi'ca!consultantuncompleted.Weherpittihasretained .

'

mem of this p.oblem, and misa nt Dr.Clarts
i
! beugh.His commentthatmy ex%er. inkQ

sts own consuharts to deal with steps to corte:t the utut- radiated is preposterous. snormt and ner
tion and to determine whst happened and who had re- ment on his oplinicas on anyttung nuclea:1
spensibility. It was only necesstry for the NRC conrul-contiet oflaterest.

t
v

tant to er.achsh a pmern. net to conduet a Also,are we to beheve a manwhoexperepedemiolostetl study. With the avaikble knesiedo in
A

-

emneer patients with increasedievels of rathe radiation therspy literature there was no need to pro-
to determine the enect of roeintion on herRJ

'4 csed twther. nauta? What does this teR us? How !!6un
An e arwit of this invutisation, there were several cru. have see.n the condition my rhotherein-lat

think anyone seekg her could honestly 5s

1.The fadw e of the Rt,tH physicians ud physic:stwas
notwarndiatM. As mm of tM manyv$scDAI COMMUDCTS

essly,so pain-
watched her suner so needl,s adenission cexposed Theywere repkeed. Medical staff contmvec toggagg33,

prowde care.The medaco le gal process begen. tair area comes too 1ste for all of us as we
as well as the (smily's su unconscionab2.0c Aug.9.19'6.NRC issued Builetin if-02 to hospi-emmit to che.r.grng things, but Ws mur

tal adeninistrators where there wtre NRC-licensed tele.1.Th!s bunctin motheMn-Irw and our family. /j/therapy units (cobatt-g3 teletherapy unit
required frequent recalibrations, ccmpanson with prevt. try mecher in trwwas a wonderfi
ces measurements.the use of quabty consten enetriadshtthfesucut short at$8.She as /and verifmation by ti ectres.De NRC has no retpons" allof us who knew ed10wdheubatty for patient ca.re except for the rules regard:ng mu-drenwho were derued the prmy _
admnstntion, g

TE Tb $ADiCER.M.D. \Smt:
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