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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20$55 i

1

South Texas Project Electric Generating Station
Units 1 and 2

Docket Nos. STN $0 498, STN 50 499
Request for Approval of ASME Code Case N 460

.

Reference: 1. Telephone Conference Call, April 20, 1989
G. Dick (NRC), G. Johnson (NRC),
B. Brown (EC&C Idaho), and R. Beverly (HIAP)

As discussed in the above reference on April 20, 1989, this letter is a
specific request to the NRC for approval to apply ASME Code Case N 460,
' Alternative Examination Coverage for Class 1 and Class 2 Welds" during
Inservice Ir.spections for the first 10 year inspection interval at STPECS,
Code Case N 460 addresses which alternative rule may be used for Section XI,;

Division 1, examination of Class 1 welds (IWB 2500) or Class 2 welds
(IWC 2500) when the entire examination volume or area cannot be examined due

,

'

to interference by another component or part geometry and states that "a
reduction in exarnination coverage on any Class 1 or Class 2 veld may be
accepted provided the reduction in coverage for that veld is less than 104 *
Therefore Code Case N 460 provides generic approval of less than 106i

reduction in coverage of examination volume or area due to interference by
another component or part geometry. It is our understanding that although
Code Case N 460 has not yet been approved by the NRC in Regulatory Guide'

1.147, the NRC has approved the use of Code Case N 460 by specific request.
It is the opinion of H14P that the implementation of Code Case N 460 will
reduce the number of examination areas included in a Relief Request for'

examination limitations, and the use of Code Case N 460 does not compromise
the acceptable level of quality or safety. The applicable STP examination
records shall identify both the cause and percentage of reduced examination
coverage. Therefore, in accordance with Code Case N 460, only those
limitations which are considered significant (10% or greater) will be #

documented in a Relief Request and submitted for NRC review and approval.
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If you should have any questions on this satter, please contact
Mr. A. k'. Harrison at (512) 972 7298.
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M. A. McBurnett !

Manager, Support Licensing
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cc:
,

Regional Administrator, Region IV Rufus S. Scott |
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Associate General Counsel !

'611 Ryan Plaza Drive, suite 1000 Houston Lighting 6 Power Company
Arlington, TX 76011 P. O. Box 1700

Houston, TX 77001
George Dick, Project Manager !

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Ccmmission INPO !

Washington, DC 20$$$ Records Center !

1100 circle 75 Parkway
Jack E. Bess Atlanta, CA 30339 3064
Senior Resident Inspector / Unit I
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie

Commission 50 Be11 port Lane
P. O. Box 910 Be11 port, NY 11713
Bay City, TX 77414

,

J. 1. Tapia
Senior Resident Inspector / Unit 2
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Commission
P. O. Box 910
Bay City, TX 77414

,

J. R. Newman, Esquire
Newnan & Holtzinger, P.C.
1615 L Street, N.V.

Vashington, DC 20036

R. L, Range /R. P. Verret
Central Power & Light Company

| P. O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, TX 78403

|
'

R. John Miner (2 copies)
Chief Operating Officer
City of Austin Electric Utility

L 721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704

R. J. Costello/M. T. Hardt
City Public Service Board
P. O. Box 1771
San Antonio, TX 78296
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