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| U. S. Nuclear Regulatory CommJssion
| Attention: Document Control Desk

Washington, DC 20$$5

South Texas Project Electric Generating Station
Unit 1

Docket No. STN 50-498
Licensee Event Report 90-003 Regarding a

Failure to Perform a Technical Specification
Required Surveillance Due to a Deficient Procedure

Pursuant to 10CFR50.73, Houston Lighting & Power Company (HL&P) submits
the attached Licensee Event Report (LER 90-003) regarding a failure to perform
a Technical Specification required surveillance due to a deficient procedure.

| This event did not have any adverse impact on the health and safety of the
public.

I
If you should have any questions on this matter, please contact i

Mr. C. A. Ayala at (512) 972-8628 or myself at (512) 972-7921.

y
G. E. Vaughn
Vice President
Nuclear Operations ;
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Attachment: LER 90-003 (South Texas, Unit 1)
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Houston Lighting & Power Company
le No.: G26

, South Texas Project Electric Generating Station

cc:

Regional Administrator, Region IV Rufus S. Scott
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Associate General Counsel
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 Houston Lighting & Power Company
Arlington, TX 76011 P. O. Box 61867

Houston, TX 77208
George Dick, Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission INPO
Washington, DC 20555 Records Center

1100 circle 75 Parkway
,

J. I. Tapia Atlanta, CA 30339 3064
Senior Resident Inspector
c/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie
Commission 50 Be11 port Lane

P. O. Box 910 Be11 port, NY 11713
Bay City. TX 77414

D. K. Lacker
J. R. Newman, Esquire Bureau of Radiation Control
Newman & Holtzinger, P.C. Texas Department of Health
1615 L Street, N.W. 1100 West 49th Street
Washington, DC 20036 Austin. TX 78704

D. E. Ward /R P. Verret
Central Power & Light Company
P. O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, TX 78403

J . C. lanier
! Director of Generation

City of Austin Electric Utility

i
721 Barton Springs Road

| Austin, TX 78704

R. J. Costello/M. T. Hardt
| City Public Service Board

P. O. Box 1771
San Antonio, TX 78296

1
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On February 22, 1990, Units 1 and 2 were in Mode 1 at
During a review of surveillance procedures by an NRC Resident Ins 100 percent power.
was discovered that some valves in the Component Cooling Water (CCW) Spector, it

were not subjected to a Technical Specification required position verifiystem
once per 31 days.

based upon discussions with the NRC this event was determined tFurther review by HL&P identified additional valves,
cation
and

violation of Technical Specification 4.7.3 on March 1, o be a

Specification 4.7.3 during initial procedure developmentthis event was a misinterpretation of the requirements of Tech i
1990. The cause of

n cal

valve lineups to satisfy Technical Specifications will be reviewedsurveillance procedure has been revised and other procedures which verif
The deficient.
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During a review of surveillance procedures by an NRC Resident Insp1990, Units 1 and 2 were in Mode 1 at 100 percent power
was discovered that some valves in the Component Cooling Water (CCW) S
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On February 22, 1990, Units 1 and 2 were in Mode 1 at 100 percent power. !
During a review of surveillance procedures by an NRC Resident Inspector, it {
was discovered that some valves in the Component Cooling Water (CCW) System
were not subjected to a Technical Specification required position verification j

once per 31 days. Further review by HL&P identified additional valves, and
based upon discussions with the NRC this event was determined to be a
violation of Technical Specification 4.7.3 on March 1, 1990. The cause of
this event was a misinterpretation of the requirements of Technical
Specification 4.7.3 during initial procedure development. The deficient
surveillance procedure has been revised and other procedures which verify
valve lineups to satisfy Technical Specifications will be reviewed.
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DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:

' On February 22, 1990, Units 1 and 2 were in Mode 1 at 100 percent power.
During a review of surveillance procedures by an NRC Resident Inspector, it
was discovered that some valves in the Component Cooling Water (CCW) System
were not subjected to a periodic inspection of valve position. This was an
apparent violation of Technical Specification 4.7.3a which requires that each
outside containment valve in the CCW system servicing safety-related equipment
which is not locked, sealed or secured in position be verified to be in the
correct position at least once every 31 days. The inspector initially
identified 7 valves which were not listed in surveillance procedures. Upon
further investigation, HL&P found another 20 valves which were not included in i

surveillance procedures. Based on discussions with the NRC resident
inspectors this condition was determined to be reportable on March 1, 1990. 4

The NRC was notified at 1319 hours on March 2, 1990.

The valves which were omitted from the surveillance procedure supply CCW
to the centrifugal charging pumps and the spent fuel pool coolers. The
charging pumps are required during normal plant operation to maintain Reactor
Coolant System inventory and chemistry and to provide seal injection to the
Reactor Coolant Pumps. Each centrifugal charging pump and spent fuel pool
cooler is equipped with CCW temperature and flow instruments which alarm in
the control room if flow is lost. Their operability is therefore, verified
more frequently than required by Technical Specification 4.7.3a through normal

, operation. The surveillance required by Technical Specification 4.7.3a is
| intended to ensure that those essential components which normally are idle
j have CCW aligned to support the performance of their safety function when

;

| challenged. At the time the surveillance procedure was written Technical
l Specification 4.7.3a was interpreted to not include safety related loads which

are utilized during normal plant operation.

CAUSE OF EVENT:

The cause of this event was a misinterpretation of Technical Specification
, 4.7.3a which resulted in the omission of CCW supply valves to the centrifugal
I charging pumps and spent fuel pool coolers from the CCW valve lineup

surveillances.
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ANALYSIS OF EVENT:

Failure to perform a Technical Specification required surveillance is
reportable pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B). The CCW valves which were not
included in the surveillance procedure supplied the centrifugal charging pumps
and the spent fuel pool coolers. The centrifugal charging pumps are required
to maintain RCS inventory and chemistry and the spent fuel pool coolers are

| required to maintain spent fuel temperature at an acceptable levell therefore,
| their operability is confirmed through normal operation more frequently than
'

required by the valve lineup verification specified by Technical Specification
4.7.3.a. The South Texas Project utilizes separate High Head Safety Injection

.

Pumps for high pressure emergency core cooling, the centrifugal charging pumps L

are not engineered safety features required for accident mitigation. Failure
to perform the surveillance had no safety significance in this case.

CORRECTIVE ACTION:

The following corrective actions are being taken as a result of this
|

events
i

1. The CCW valve position surveillance procedures have been revised to
! verify the correct position of CCW valves servicir.g safety-related

equipment that are not locked, sealed or otherwise secured in f

'position.

I 2. A review will be performed of surveillance procedures for other
| Technical Specifications which require valve lineup verification.

| This review will be completed by July 15, 1990.

Additional Information:

A previous similar event was reported under Unit 1 LER 87-026 regarding
| failure to perform required testing due to a Technical Specification

misinterpretation.
,

|
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