Jacksonians United for Livable Energy Policies
513 N. State St
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 *

September 18, 1981

Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
Subcommittee on Grand Gulf Nuciear Station Units 1 and 2
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mr. Chairman, Committee Members and NRC Staff:

Yesterday the subcommittee heard my statement on tornado damage 0
Grand Gulf and the danger posed by the possible recurrence of such an event after
the reactor is in operation. The chairman instructed the staff to re-examine these
concemns, especially in light of the evidence of damage to the containment building
inflicled by the April 17, 1981. For this we are grateful.

The chairman subsequently sought to assure us, as members of the public
who had raised the issue, that the reactor design routinely provided protection against
the worst tornado. Of this we were and are skeptical.

After last night’s hearing, | examined the pertinent sections of your staff’s
Safety Evaluation Report on Grand Gulf. Section 3.5.3 states: ““The postulated
worst-case high-trajectory mussile would just perforate the containment and its liner.”
It goes on to state that the probability of this even is low, and ‘“We have confirmed
the applicants’ probability value for high trajectory missiles.” [Sﬂ, page 3-9]

Presumably this low probability was based in part on the Local Meteorology
report [SER, pages 2-5 to 2-10], which states: “During the period 195Q-1975, 73
tormadoes have been reported within 75 km (46 mi) of the site, giving a mean annual
tomado frequency of 2.8 and a computed mean occurrence interval for the site of
5,545 years.” This figure apparently assumes that, in the period examined, there is
an equal probability of a tornado striking any point within the 75 km radius, and that
each tormado strikes only a small area within the radius. The evidence I offered
yesterday — newspaper clippings based on scholarly studies — contradicts at least
the first of these assumptions.

One indicates that the portion of that 75 km circle to the east of Grand Gulf
had a substantially higher probability of dangerous tornado activity than that to the
west, thus more than doubling the likelihood of a tornado in the area »f the reactor
site. Another showed that the area of greatest tcrmado danger is slowly rotating to
the west, and will include the Grand Gulf site throughout its projected operating life.
.\s it advances, the likelihood of a tomado striking within a 75 km radius is expected
to increase considerably, and prasumably so is the average ground area covered by any
tormado.

This increase would also presumably increase the probability of missiies, both
low- and high-trajectory, well beyond the MP&L and NRC staff calculations.

Ken Lawrence
for JULEP




My name is Ken Lawrence. | represent Jacksonians United for Livabie Energy

Policies -~ JULEP = a local organization affikated with the Mississippi Catfish
Alliance and the Mobilization for Survival. JULEP has been conducting educational
events, demonstrations and debates on the hazards of nuclear power since 1979, wmith
a special emphasis on the Grand Gulf nuclear power plant currently being ouilt by
Mississippt Power and Light Company and affiliated utility companies.

It is ironic that this hearing is peing held in Jackson while hundreds of our
colleagues in the movement are being arrested and jailed protesting the Diablo
Canyon nuclear plant in California. We express our solidanty with them.

Unlike the Diablo Canyon piant, Grand Gulf does not sit atop a major
earthquake fault, nor is it a stone’s throw from an active volcano like the Trojan plant
that serves the Pacific Northwest. But Grand Gulf poses as much of a threat Lo the
safety of the people of Louisiana and Mississippi, for it is located in the middle of
the most dangerous tornado zone in the United States. [This is documented in news
articles from the Jackson Clarion-Ledger and the Natchez Democrat. ]

Indeed, the Grand Gulf plant was hit by a tornado on the night of Apri 17,
1978, which caused consicerable damage, including serious structural damage to the
containment dome. This has received very little public attention anc official scrutiny
for two basic reasons. The initial coverage of the tornado wave barely mentioned
Grand Gul?, because the main concern was focused on the victims in Lawrence
County where four people ware killed and many more injured. Subsequent media
interest focused on the litigation beiween Zurn Industries and MP&L over the
structural damage to t.e cooling tower, and whether the tornado had rendered it
unsafe. Predictably, MP&L says it is safe, while Zurn says it is not. But the damage
to the containment building is far more serious. [Insurance photographs shown to
JULEP should be obtained Ly your committee and presented to the public and
the press; all we have here to show are copies of copies.]

MP&L has misrepresented the safety of nu.lear power plants since even before



construction began at Grand Gulf, and it continues to do so despite specific
instruction to the contrary from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Perhaps the
worst example is the use by MP&L spokesmen of WASH-1400, the Rasmussen Report
on nuclear safety. Long after the Commission had instructed utilities not to use this
report because of its heavily flawed estimates, admitted by Professor Rasmussen
nimself, company representatives in Mississippi offer that report to an unsuspecting
public as evidence of the safety of Grand Gulf. I have tapes of speeches in which this
was done.

We have many other reasons why we think Grand Gulf should not be allowed
to go “‘on line.”” We stand available to present these objections to the Commussion, the
press and the public at any time, but it is our understanding that this hearing is

limuted to matters of safety specilically regarding this nuclear reactor.
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By MURPHY GIVIENS
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The viost o tive lornade safety
device you cas buy, according o a
cowentist known as the wockl s fore-
most on tornade . is a motorcycle
holmet or foottall helmet

That 15 out your usual tornade
sdvice, but Ur T T Fupta, of the
Umiversity of Chicago, said the ma-
joruy J ternado  fatahiies  ace
caused by Lrain injuries

Dr. Fupta, profe: or of geophysi-
FALsCences, foomLmends buying 3
helmet for every family member.

Other pr tectiv: measures

O Although  cw  Mississippl
eognes have baseseoats, Because of
Dy rea level acd high water Lables,
of 1here it 2 hasement i shonld be
the hirst whoice of reluge. Bt avoid
clodur block wills, which may col-
fapse A sclv’ walled Interior room
Is best. Protect your head, by get-
Lng under somoiiing stuidy

€1 Bathovoms . e a - od socond
chuice oy are wirdowless Stay
anay from windovs Sinall tnterior
vouns and hall'v.ys are safer than
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Map of eltichial sres and bigh-rlek quadiant

Miss. faces high risk of '

death-dealing tornado

By MURPNY GIVENS
Sund iy Salt Writer

CHICAGO Il scientilic re-
search by one of the world's leading
experls on tornadocs I8 accurate,
then Missisuppi's chances for ma-
Jor acath dealing twisters is greater
Row than i has been for the past 45
years

A researcher for the University
of Chicage, Ir TT Fujita, says he
and his co workers found a 45 year
cycheal paltera 1o the nation's
most severe storms That was dis-
covered four years ago, he says,
and subsequent research has con-
firnied the thoory

Dr ¥ ta emphasizes that it s
lpossitie 10 predict  precisely
when and where indivedual (orna-
does will appear, but it Is possible
to determine which areas of the
countey will Lace the bighest theeat
of tornado (atahities,

The study of Dr Fujita and assis-
fants in the geophysical sclenees at
the Muiversaty 0{ Clicago found
that twisters were concentrated i
ouly one guadrant of the comtral
United States at a thme. The study
was based on tornedo recerds Koing
back to 1918, when the National

Weather Service sturtmg hoeping
sk records

The  shice of e shaped  “high
bl quadrant coecps clochwise wt
@ steady pace I bupta says 1o
lating about portheast Arbamas
& rute of one buin every 45 yours

Wilhin that high sk sevtor, the
chance of a killer turmado ocow g
Is three o five tims greater than
In the rest of (he contral cogion, uc
cording (o v Fupin

When dicovercd. the quadcant
covered only 8 scotion of morthe st
“Nh:nd. but i the b
years high tek quadiant has
maved chwhwise 1o somewhoie
ihe onbnate area of the §onea
wna-Misstosippl state hine

The “doadly quadiamt”™ mwving
west will continue 1o cover at beast
& portion of the state of Missiippa
for the nest two decades, appront
malely, Dr Fupta sand

Rut for the neal few years, the
enlire state will be wside (hat
deadly quadrant

The quadiant at ls northermnnnst
lne is now 10 & posilion spintting
the state of Kentuchy, covering the
eatlee slaies of Tonwesse. Aly
() See Migh rhk 10A J

cfp-d

3 }u’,‘ﬁ



. e

.Safets ERAE

-~
*Continoed from 1A
Q Avoid structures with
large, unsupporicd roof-
spans such as Lheaters,
gvmnasiums, audiloriums,
and arenas
C In mobile homes or
vehic.es. leave them ard
80 t3 a more substagtial

structure. If there is nc
shelter nearby. Le flat 10
the pearcet gitch. ravinc
or CuiLcrs Wit bl * N

nands shiciding your heac
If there “is. tmc mo
away from ihe 1ornadc»
paih at a right angle

O In schools. nursing
homes hospitals. factorics
and shopping centers. g
to predesignated shelter
arcas. Interior hal wavs on
the lowest fioor are usual-
ly the best

O In high-rise buildings
£0 to intcrior sma’i rooms
or hallwavs

C Keep some windows
open, but stay away {rom
them

O And keep Listening (o
radio and tulevision sta-
tions for the latest tornade
advisory information

nign L.

Coatinued trom (A

bama, and
Mississppi
IL dees aot mean. he
s21d. that tornadoes cannot
occur outside the high-risk
scclor, but the probabiiity
i not as hign

“Our studies show that
Mississippt 15 mow inside
that high-risk sector. and
at least portions of the
siate wiil remain in it un-
til close (o the year 2.000."
he =aid

Betore. about all that
was Roown about tornads
occurence was that the

central United States had

the world's highest torna-
do rate. 3nd that cvclenic
storms — the world's fier-
cest. deadliest winds -
occur from early Febry-
arv, in the Gulf South. to
mid-June Unlike most
states, Mississippr has a
long tornadn season, about
eight months out of the
ycar

Weather records reveal
that most severe tornadoss
have occurred ir a more
or’'less eliiptical area ren-
tered in northcasiern Ar-
kanz3s. The ell:pse extends

northeas: to central Michi-
Ran. southwost bevond the
socthern tip of Texas.
rorthwest :into central
Kansas. and into the Fior-
ida Panhandic to the
southcas:

Since Mississippi is now
almost fully wrrhin  the
“decadly quadrant.” Dr. Fu-
jita recommenas prepar-
edness by Civil Defensc.
law enforcement agencics
and citizens

“It could be bad in Mis-
Sissipp: this vear, or ihe
next few vears.” he s.id.
“but of course I pray it
will not be ”
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RCX DAVIS
THE PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO.
Has compicizd all the requirements
to be certified as
QUALIFYING MEMBER
OF THE
1979
MILLION DOLLAR ROUND TABLE

an independent association of life insurance
agents, each of whom must meet strict ethical anc
production requirements in order to quality.
Recognized internationally as *he standard of life
insurance sales performance, the MNDRT's mem-
bers represent more than 40 rations and territorie
over 400 life ins:irance companies and some thres
percent of the world's life insurance sales force.
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By TONY SALMON
Staff Wr ter

Dark, cloud masses formed on the western
horizon, and grim ligttning disoiays danced between the
muge rolling Mmountains as they siouly drew closer (0 Natchez
eariy Mondy' evemung

This was 'he view as oue looked out over the Mississinoi
River {rom tne Natchez >l when the stormis wiuch Wok e
lives of four persons and unjured 12 others moved into the
stale.

The weather Monday nicht was 1deal for the formaton of
the destructive funnel-siaped clouds known as lomadees,
and, according to Mational Weather Service bulletn, Uus is
the month when tormado weatner agnears moe! frequently

A tornado s miost Likels to form wien diferent lavers of air
show COPLrasling Chs sucs of temperature, moisiure,
densily, and wing [ow etp s3id

AS & combination of t¢rmal and mechamcal 21 forces
mysteniously increase \n 2 given area. afunnel is molded

The funnel mav never reach the ground or it may touch
down Lightls and ther o back Up 1210 tne clouds. It may aise
somne down L0 the ¢~ und and .eave a long path of destruction
NiLs vaxe

Weather sorvice data shows that there are three types of
tornaducs

A "munomado s the least destructive. It has a funnel
about 120 {wet wide and up to a half mule jon2. Mini-lormadoes
usually last oniv a few munutes before disappearing and Lave
winds under 100 mile per hour

The next most dangerous {unnet 1s the “medium- tornado.™

This type of tornado is up .2 100 feet wide and 10 miles long. It
last uo to 20 runutes with winds around 100 to 150 miles per

Nou
The tornado type which is responsib'e for the most
destruction and Joss of Lives, however, is the [earsd “maxi-

Natchez

isinthe

THE MINI=TORNADO

Poor watch and warning chances

To 100 feet wice ;
To 2 mile long

Lasts a few munutes

Winds under 100 mph

THE MEDIL”
Fairwatchar
To 400 feet =i
Tol0mules ! -
Laststo 20 .
Winds 100-150

tornado A maxi4ormado can be one and a half mules wide
and up to 2% ni.les long. [t lasts up io three hours with winds
greatur than 152 mules per howr

Although 2 migi-torcado sometumes occurs without
either 5 walcl of a warming Heing posted by the Nauonal
Weather Service. the lasger two tornados have & ‘ugner
possibiity of Loth being precicted ani spotied when thoy
happer.

When conditions are favoradle for a tomade. the Natonal
Weather Servics will issye 3 “‘severe thuncersiorm or or-
nade watch,” such as the one that was ssueg [or most of
Mississ.pps or Monday rught.

tornado belt

o

-1

&
3

Map highlizhts areas of greatest prabability of
vxperiencing  high-dumage tornadocs~the
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darker the ares, the greater the probability.
tAfter Abbes and Fujita, 1°75.)

“The watich is or
probabiljes are '
wealher sernvice L

Weather sem
sons 9ithun a ws .
listen for further r
weather

When a torpa“
sermce il paue
the general d.re

Persons &5 o
immediaiely,” the

Blc

On May 71840 .
317 persons and -
proper.y damacge
unchallenged we
ornaco e Mussise .

This infamous 1
when on Apnl 3 10
and caused Tl 10

The Natcher an
which passed throu
4192

January throus©
the dark destrv *
According to Na!
the month 3f Ap”
tomado [requern.

Betucen % .
Mussissipor. Out o
the months of Ja:

Apnl.
February follow
on record.

During the Ar
tornado apparer:!
the statistics Tor
1916 and 1977 touk
of 1,119 on recory
oflice.

The National
Mississippt with !
aation i death
1933 and 1976 ln ¢
and is only sut pu

This high oot
weMher sy 1
sates aver.”

I Y
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Know what to do when

a funnel cloud is spotted

THE MEDIUM~TORNADO THE MAXI-TORNADO 5
Fair watch and warning chances Very good watch and warming
To 400 feet wide chances
To 10 mu.2s long Tol ‘2 miles wide
Lasts to 20 minutes To 20C miles long
Wi.ids 100-150 mph Laststo 3 hours
Winds greater than 150 mph
if mules wade “The watch is on'y an indication of where and when the hofiever, the wealner service asks thal persons who have

rs with nnds

ccurs without
the Natonal
we 3 higher
4 when Lhey

the Navonal

SLorm ¢i Wee
4 for most of

It

probabiliies are higrest for a tormado.” according 1o the
weaiher service dala

Weather service authonties do not recommend that per-
sons within a watch zone shift their daily routine. but only
listen for farther reporis and be on the iookout {or severe
weather

When a tornado nas actually been spotted, the weather
service will iscue a lormads warning”' for the areas withun
the general direclion of the funnei.

Persons who are clcse lo the storm should take cover
immediately,” the weather service warns. I ume pertruts,

Black day i

By TONY SALMON
o S0’ Wener
On May 7, 1840. a tornado ripped through Natchez killing
317 persons and causinyg an untold amount of injuries and
property damage. The disaster also piaced Natchez at the
unchallerged top of the list in deaths gue 0 an individual
torando in Missss: oM
This in{amous title has only been closely threatened once
when on Apail &, 193 3 tornads tonk the Lives of 216 residents
and caused 700 in'uries in and around Tupeio
The sutcher area also suffored 31 (3talities from a tornado
which passed throush Acams ang Jeff1rson Zounles on Apru
3

Accorumnyg o Nal w1
the month of Apnil day 2scesded

wrnado frequency since 1230

seen a funsel noudy the police or sherul.

We:her service o f.cials said that a person who lives in 2
trador be prepared 1o evacuate whenever a walch 1S issued
2nd evacuate 10 a safer place whenever a warming is issued.

Persons who iive 11 houses should move Lo the basement or
to 2 small roem in enter of their home whenever a
waArtung 'S issued, acco ‘2 authonues.

Alt'iough meving o he center of 3 house Tught not help in
a direet Rt by a tomade, officials saud that it heips against
the danger of Nying projecules and broken window glass.

May 7, 1840...

n Naichez

square miles.

Oklahoma, for exampie, averaged 7.90 tornadoes per
10.000 sguzre mules in the years between 1953 and 1976.
Mississipp: averaged 4.64 .

Oklahoma, however, averaged only 6.0 percent of the
naticnal death toll caused by tornadoes during those years
whije Misessiop: aversuad 10 8 percent

The Nauonal Weather Service aiso rates most of mud-
wosiorn Mississipop in a smali area of the nation which ex-
periences the mast {atalit.es per tornado per muilion exposed
ponLiciIon. .

Mississipt 1S also numbes one on the average lomado
mortality index based on death staustics

Why does Mississippi lead the nation in tormado
deaths® Ciement Reshal, 8 National “Weather Semvice
forecaster in Juckson, saint severa! factors make Misuissippt
mere (avorudie fora o1 Jner omado fetalits mate.

ot e . acce d
o "‘ . Betwoen 179 gad 1777, 107 Lurnadoes were recorded 10 D”?“ of r‘ ing: 14 e Bvr . el
) f $ i Mississippi. Out of taat 1031, 432 1ornadoes occurred between E::;lmaﬁ":a?":nj;m-r:“m ’:“"“’m"‘"p";‘l;*“:::g‘ s
- 14 M P 1 ol » . -
b S .-1 ‘::r:':“”‘”“ of January a.d June with 3 hapyenning duning h:' sad aor‘e'md reason ¥ae what 1s termed “frequency of
R A 5 o3 - uevity rack.” meteof wal ronditions
Sl February follows in tota! tornado instances with 32 cases Mississipp are favorabice to tmdoesn‘os‘mch either stay on
e P on record. the ground lenzer or hop and skip arow:d more than olher
- During the April months the destzuctive nature of the  areas. aconrdinz Lo Rostat.
' - tornado upnarently becnmes more prevaient, according tu Rushat said the greater rural density of population along
3 the statistics. Tommadacs durng th Apil months between  with the oreater leneth of tract increases the possibility of 2
. gt 4 1916 and 1977 took 418 Lives in Mississippt compared to 3 total  hower or other structure being hit and hives beiny lost.
el M 1.119 on record at the Jackson Sationa! Weather Service Another factor i VMisssunn's high lomado d-3th rate s
- 5 office. the tagk of carly warmne ashat < md most of Mississipps 1s
4 The Notional Weather Servicy stutisties alse credit  hlly and foresied comparced o the: flat lamls in the plains
vea Mississips with the dub:ous honue of being seconc in the  stutes
ik nation in deaths caused Uy tornadoes between the year: of The teenado is often hudden from view in Mississippt and
P Li 1953 and 1976. In those veurs Mississippt Lotaled 307 fatalies cannol always be detected in Lime for advance v srming to be
‘3 e and is only surpassed by Texas which recnrded 518, \ s
This hizh death il s unosual convidering the fact that Tiw e fortor given was much of the Mississipp
weatlnr service recnrtds shaw it many of the ndwestmm popuiation’s  wnorance  of  teenadoes  and terpade
robability. “ates & rage nearly twice a8 many tormadws por 106 preparadoess.
NPT,

- — b e 4 o g



b Sl Do atond sl 1 SRR oo 8 TR rﬂ;)\oﬁnib

.rvh....t.rx,nls &

‘pesnojal
puo ‘pojpen; ‘oydsoyy Awuno) eusoqinin
oyy o ueyny esom Aeyy ‘Bujjemp oy
10 ebmpoim oyl jo 1o M1 o) polipubu
mg waois ey wy pny exem  seybnop
pProannA-eoat) 1o pun sijjoy ey g "peysiow *
-op Apejojduwiod snm Ajjunwwod epysajbug
oy vy Ajjey j(euun( ‘siy pUD "Iy JO Ie[DI]

——

el SV R e P S LY e Db L o T IR N A ——

SRS M O RS r..ﬁc.u....:_un/:/ N\ JA

Eal L, el . SV v.- S B

A fm ul[’ﬁ., . )J.u.o iy Mg vesbiy 0= 0 )

.).S.. 4.4\.&‘1,.../ . A;H.Aﬁ.’ - iy ../";i...;.?. A Rl S .

4 A N A e AP N Sl b SR Tty LA B {

. “i :.‘.‘.)...F-wo.é..l r.r & “.."'I- 'Il.:“'.. no i Y

LS I v Tigm -y W B N a2 v - |

-,n_.. 1 - /[..I- i .8(.(’ —u.bs 5", - .;I\.r Oy

PNt Sem -V : ] l;... b 2 iy L ’ . .

WYL NN o, e, . 'ﬂt ./“ WS vas's Y RN

W e T 2 T A P e
g 3nd o RSN Aragersi¥Wivet T LAN s A

vEe Ty e A o Ve Vo3 e ;

t .so\f\-boh P S

3 :C*I\

it i ¥

: ‘POYIDIT 0q Of 109 026§ 10 MNDiay;
ubiap o Yitm [2ada) punoib noqo 180y g5
10 poois 10mo) oy Aopuoyy jo sy ‘doap 1oy g
©1 gt puo Buoy 109 g9 INOqD 0q 0) paDUI S
UoNas D INo paydouy Podun oyl ‘ramo,
paysyugun ot jo wiyd oy 1sunbo pawwny
SDM 050G 01} JO J0JUID OY) (U OPISU] PAJUNOW
ounid> joisepad o uaym eSowpp |onyubys
‘NS peuInisns WONDIC IDS[INYN N5 pubIn
SY) ID UORINAISUOD 2apun Jomo) Bujood ey

. \ H e A€
: el
' ' ‘ -
p s . o §oy :
. ’ .
@ -
ne - b . - R N v
.,:A_. e AP ML b ¢ ,. .
phie . earhe, H
oAy A g X
ple —
.

14V AVASHANL Buisnioapy %54 1940 1N 14diSSISSIN "ALNNOD ANHOFINTD ‘NOSEID 1HOd

.

Adony sag siua) g1 -*opg

« 81 HIEWNN 201 IWNTOA

SyuaD 01
190119

———

e ——




Map highlights areas of greatest probability of

experiencing high-damage

tornadoes-the

darker thc area, the greater the probability.
{After Abbey and Fujita, 1975.)

Tornado kills 4 near Monticello

By DAVID CRARY when the twister destroved River near Port Gibson.
their nearbs home
MONTICELLO, Miss The tornado, which Killed here were Walter
\P) — Fuur members of 8 damaged or destroved more McNease. 72: his wife. Janie.
NMonticell'-area family died thun 4 dozen houses and 62 their dauchier. Chrisiine
arly Tuesdav when a tor- mebile homes in  south McNease Polk. 46: and a son.
pado demolished their home  awrence County, wasone of David. 18
during violent weather that several twisters reported The McNease's frame
#ft 41 persons injured in across the state Monday home blown upart and their
Lississine night and eariv Tuesday botdies were found on the
It sounded like a big ralensivé damage was ground ncard. A car and
wumbo jet when it's landing —  reported i~ several counties,  pickup parked in front of the
then it was just quiet.” said runuing irom structures at house were foand 200 feet
tiary Thornhill of Forest Utica Junior Collegein Hinds awav. A ficld between the
srove  Comumunity  near County and summer homes McNease and  Thornhill
Monticellc Four of Thor- ncar Greenville to a nuclear hores was strown with food.
hiil's relatives. including his  power plant  under con- bits of clothing,  kitchen
rancparents, were Kkilled struction on the Mississippi  appliances and  broken
' |
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Mabn of the United States prorated by tornado-relatedd deathis.

furniture.

Thornhill said while his
family huddled in a
hathroom. *I thought we
were goners. Anyone who
wasn't scared then wasn't
hunan. His home was
heavily damaged, as were
three other nearby  brick
houses and a group of mobile
home

“They just expioded,” said
Coroner Homer Wilson. "It
looks like they were
dynamited.”

Edward Swartz, father-in-
law of McNease, said he was
in his trailer home 200 yards
away and could hear peopie
screaming from the house.
He said he tried to- get to
them, but had to cut down
trees biocking the road.

Swartz said, he found the
father, mother and daughter
in on¢ area and other sear-
chers found the son later

Bill Nelson, administrator
of the Fawrence County
Hospital in Monticello said 12
persons were treated and one
nospitalized following the
storin. Two other persons
suifered minor injuries.

Red Cross workers f{rom
nearby counties rushed to the
scenc and issued food and
clething to the victims. But
onc rescue worker said those
left homeless by the storm
were staying with relatives,
making an emergency
shelter unnecessary

Hizh winds puiled down
power lincs and overturned
inobile homes in several
arcas. Rooftops were ripped
ofl houses and trees were
uprooted at various  points
stitewide.

February foll
on record.

During the 2
tornado apparer”
the statistics. T
1916 and 1977 1o -
of 1,119 on rec:
office.

The National |
Mississippi with 1.
nation in deaths «
1953 and 1976, 1n ¢
and is only surpu:

This high deat
weather service 1
states average n:.

The steps anc
remains of a \!




probability.

ilo

d while his
‘ed n a
thought we
A\rsone who
then wasn't
home was
~d, as were
earby brick
WP Oof mouiie

ploded,"” «»d
Wiison. it
they were

12, father-in-
, sa1d he was
me 200 vards
hear people
« the housc
41 to get to
cut down
ne road

o found the
nd daugh'er
other sear
w0 oater

vimimistrator
ace  County

ainil " gq 10
(CelC Sall e

ed food and
victims. But
er said thuse
w the storm
‘th relatives,
emergency
ary
pulled down
4 overturncd
in several
were ripped
trees wuere
ou points

”~

PR R MR MU MY MBIV D T e SN

on record -

During the April months the destructive nature of the
tornade apparent’y becomes more prevaleat, according to
the statistics. Tornadoes during the Ap~il ruenths between
1916 and 1977 took 418 Lives in Mississippi compared Lo a total
of 1,119 on record al the Jackson Nationa! Weather Service
office

The National Weather Service statistics alsy credit
Mississippt with the dubious honor of being second in the
nation in deaths caused by tornadoes between the years of
1950 and 1976. In those vears Mississippi totaled 307 fatalities
and s only surpassed by Texas which recorded 316.

This high death toll s unusual considering the fact that

oA e

Missisaipp: are favorable o turnadoes which either stay on
the ground longer or hep and skip 2round more than other
areas, according to Roshat -

Roshat sa:d the greater rurai density of population along
with the greater length of tract increases the poss:bility of a
home or otner structure being hit and lives being lost

Another facior in Mississippi’s high tornado death rate is
the lack of early warning Roshat said most of Mississipp: 1s
hilly and foresied compared to the flat lands in the plains
states.

The tornado is often hidden from view in Mississ:ppi, and
cannot always be detected in ime for advance warning 1o be
piven

The last factor given was much of the Mississippi

wealher service records show that many of the midwestern  population’s ignorance of tornadoes and tornado
states average nearly twice as many tornadoes per 10,000 preparedness.
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The steps and a section of brick: the enly
rema.ns of a Monticello-area home after it was

AP ~Wirepholo
hit by a tornado early Tuesday mornine. -
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