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Request for Exemption from 10 CFR
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Deal Mr. Denton:

This is a request on behalf of Commonwealth Edison Company
pursuant to 10 CFR Part 50.12(a) for exemption for Commonwealth
Edison's LaSalla County luclear Station from 10 CFR Part 50,
Appendix E, Section IV.F.1.b. This provision of Appendix E requires
that a full scale exercise of licensee, State and local emergency
plans take place "within one year before the issuance of the
cperating license for full power."

As the Commission is aware, Commonwealth Edison hopes to
receive an operating license for its LaSalle County Unit 1 this
year. Although due to the time needed for final construction
details and NRC consideration of Commonwealth Edison's application,
the issuance of an operating license could be delayed until early
1982. The pre-licensing full scale exercise of emergency plans for
LaSalle County Nuclear Station was held on December 4, 1980.
Therefore there is a possibility that by the time the NRC is ready
to issue an operating license for LaSalle, the one year period
specified in Appendix E, Section IV.F.1.b may have lapsed. Common-
wealth Edison believes an exemption from the requirement of Appendix
E, Section IV.F.1.b is justified for the following reasons.

(1) In the full scale exercise of LaSalle emergency plans held
on December 4, 1980, Licensee, LaSalle County and State
performance were judged acceptable by the NRC and by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). FEMA noted,
however, certain deficiencies in the performance of Grundy
County, which borders LaSalle County. FEMA's conclusions
are presented in a letter dated May 13, 1901, from John E.
Dickey to Brian Grimes of the NRC's Division of Emergency
Preparedness. 1/

1/ FEMA also noted at that time that the alerting and notifi-
cation system did not meet the criteria. However, the
prompt notification system is now installed at LaSalle
County Station and is operational.
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(2) The deficiencies noted in Grundy County's energency
preparedness were demonstrated to have been corrected in a
subsequent full scale exercise for Commonwealth Edison's
Dresden Station which was held September 30, 1981. In
their verbal and formal written evaluation o f this
exercise, FEMA indicated the Licensee, State and local
performance was acceptable.

(3) Grundy County has participated in three full scale
emergency preparedness exercises in the last two years.

(4) A small scale emergency preparedness exercise for LaSalle
County is presently scheduled for March 1982. 2/

(5) Throughout 1981, LaSalle County Nuclear Station has been
participating with the Commonwealth Edison's operating
stations in regularly scheduled drills of medical, health
physics, communication, and other emergency capabilities in
accordance with the guidelines of NUREG 0654.

Furthermore, in 1981, in addition to the LaSalle and
Dresden exercises, the State of Illinois and Commonwealth Edison
have participated in full scale emergency preparedness exercises for
Commonwealth Edison's Zion and Quad Cities Nuclear Stations. The
Zion exercise incluoed participation by many Federal emergency
response agencies, one of which was the NRC.

It is clear the Commonwealth Edison, the State of Illinois,
and local of ficials have made a substantial commitment of time and
resources to upgrading emergency preparedness in Illinois. We
believe the FEMA and the NRC itself are satisfied with the state of
emergency preparedness at LaSalle and Grundy Counties, and therefore
there should be no public health and safety concern in waiving the
one year deadline based on these facts. We also note that granting
the requested waiver would be consistent with the Commission's

2/ The small-scale exercise will test the responses of Common-
wealth Edison and appropriate State and local government
agencies within the plume exposure (10-mile) EPZ to an alert
condition. It will be for the purpose of demonstrating the
continuing adequacy of: Commonwealtn Edison's o ffsite
monitoring capabilities, communication links among the
response agencies, and understanding of the Emergency,

Action Levels by the response agencies.
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expressed intention to minimize unnecessary delays in the issuance
of near-term operating licenses and at tne same time would show
sensitivity to the burdens carried by commonwealth Edison, State and
local officials who have worked very nard to meet NRC guidance on
emergency preparedness.

If you have any questions in this regard, please contact
this office.

Very truly yours,

/et L. O. DelGeorge
Director of Nuclear Licensing

cc: NRC Resident Inspector - LSCS
Mr. W. Axelson - Region III
.Mr. B. Grimes - Director /Div. of Emergency Preparedness
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