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Q 1 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

2 NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

O - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -x
4 :

In the matter of: :

5 s

PENNSYLVANI A POWER E LIGHT COMPANY :

6 :

and : DOCKET NOS. 50-387
7 a 50-388

|
ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPER ATIVE, INC. -s

8
(Susquehanna Steam Electric Station, s

9 Units 1 and 2) a

s

10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -x--

11 Courtroom No. 1
Federal Building and Courthouse

12 1917 South Main Street
, .

Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania
i 13

O Monday, October 19, 1981
14

15 The hearing in the above-entitled matter was

16 convened, pursuant to notice, at 8:05 p.m.

17

BEFORE:
18

JAMES P. GLEASON, Esq., Chairman,
19 Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

20 GLENN 0. BRIGHT, Administrative Law Judge

21 DR. PAUL J. PURDOM, Administrative Law Judge

22

23

O 24

25

O
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O 1 APPEARANCESs

2 On behalf of the Applicants, Pennsylvania Power & Light
Company and Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.s

JAY SILBERG, Esq.
4 HATIAS F. TRAVIESO-DIAZ, Esq.

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
5 1800 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036
6

BRYAN A. SNAPP, Esq.
7 Legal Department

Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
8 Two North Ninth Street

Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101
9

On behalf of the NRC Regulatory Staffs
10

JAMES M. CUTCHIN, IV, Esq.
11 HARY E. WAGNER, Esq.

Office of the Executive Legal Director
12 U.S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Wic.hington, D.C.
13

O oa nen 11 or the co oa e 1** or rea==11v =1 =
m

On behalf of Petitioners for Leave to Intervenes
15

THOMAS J. HALLIGAN
16 Berwick, Pa.

For Citizens Against Nuclear Danger
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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$ 1 g E O .C_ E E E I E E E
2 (8:05 p.me)

3 CHAIRNAN GLEASON: Good e vening , ladies and

4 gentlemen. If we could commence our proceedings, please.

5 This is an additional opportunity that was

6 requested by one of the party Intervenors and concurrod in

7 by the Board to grant those people who had originally

8 requested an opportunity to speak tonight in the form of a

9 limited appearance and who for one reason or another were

10 not able to be with us last week when we had such time set

11 aside.

12 We will be running until 10:00 o' clock. I would

13 ask everyone to please keep your remarks as distinct as

9 14 possible. There is a time limit of five minutes. If you

15 have a written statement and you go over that time period

16 and you would like that statement to appear in the written

17 record, we will be glad to accommodate you.

18 Apparently some people who had signed up in the

19 past, had written in to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

20 had not been contacted with respect to the session that was

21 held this past week. And we regret that, and of course we

22 have no control over that. And we have tried to make amends

23by having notices of this appearance or this session appear

||h 24 in the local press. And we do have an additional session at

25 Berwick to accommodate those citizens who live closer to

O
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O ' ta t eree or the couner on the 23rd, this vriday.

2 I have asked those who have wanted to testify

3 tonight who have not signed up previously if they would sign

4 that sheet of paper, and we will do the best we can to

5 accommodate them within the time limits that I have

6 previously discussed .

7 I might introduce myself. I as Jim Gleason. I am

8 Chairman of the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board which has

9 been designated to hear this proceeding and to decide on the

10 contentions that were raised as to whether they are valid or

11 not and in light of those contentions a license to operate

12 this plant by the Applicants should be issued.

13 On my left and on your right is Glenn Bright, a

O -

14 permanent member of the -- permanent as opposed to part-time

15 member of the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board. And on my

16 right and your lef t is Dr. Willard Purdom, who is also a

17 part-time member as I am.

18 There is one lady who has a problem with a young

19 child, and I will accommodate her first. So if Ms. Harris

20 wants to come up and start speaking, why, we would be very

21 happy to accommodate you. If you could come up here,

22 m a ' am .

23 If when you do come up, if you will give your name

O 24 to the reporter and your eddress. 1t is not necessary thet

25 you give your address. If you give what town you are a
~

O
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||| 1 resident in, that would be adequate.

2 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

3 0F JO ANN TARAS

4 MS. TARASs My name Jo Ann Taras. I live in

5 Plains.

6 I was six months pregnant with Colin when Three

7 Hile Island happened and I do not ever want to have to live

8 that kind of fear that I had at the time, even though we

9 vere 100 or so miles away from it. I am planning to have

to another child soon and I do not want to have to live through

11 it during another pregnancy.

12 Since I am probably going to be having the child

13 when the plant is opening, the only thing that I can see to

O 14 do is move away from here before the plant opens.

15 The other thing that I am concerned about is the

16 f act that PPEL's decision to move in fuel while these

17 hearings are taking place is somewhat similar to our

18 President's decision to go with the neutron bomb on the

19 anniversary of Hiroshima. It is base and crass and

20 arrogant, and it shows that PPEL has no respect for what

21 people in this area might feel about the plant, since ther

22 are moving ahead anyway.

23 I also want to know if there is going to be a

khI 24 comprehensive check on the plant before it does open, so

25 that an incident such as happened at Liablo Canyon will not

O
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() I take place, where if it were not for the protesters keeping

2 up as long as they could it may have opened before people

3 discovered that the pipes were rearranged in the wrong

4 places in the plant. And it was finally shut down because

5 of a very basic error.

6 I would like.to know if there is going to be any

7 kind of -- if we can be guaranteed of some kind of check of

8 that sort before the plant opens.

9 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Are you finished, Mrs. Taras?

10 55. TABASa Yes.

11 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Mr. Wilbur Troy, please.

12 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

13 0F WILBUR TROY

()
14 HR. TROYS I have a prepared statement, and at the

'

15 end of which I would like to present some evidence which

16 will, I am sure, be within the restraints of the five minute

17 rule which you have.

18 CHAIRMAN GLEASON All right, fine, Mr. Troy.

19 MR. TROY: Thank you.

20 Nuclear power, boon or curse? In our search for

21 energy alternatives, we look f or cure-alls that would

22 quickly solve this problem. It became difficult to

23 differentiate between illusion and reality. Many of the

() 24 scientists who thought they had found the answer became

25 disillusioned. They too discovered that there were no

O
_
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g 1 panaceas.

2 Three Mile Island magnified these doubts about

3 nuclear power. It became a nightmare. The specter of that

4 horrifying experience haunts us even now.

5 What did we learn from that chaotic experience? It

6 seems that one lesson emerged f rom that incident, namely

7 that nuclear power is not a viable option. It was not

8 acceptable then and it is not acceptable now, either

9 economically or socially.

10 We cannot afford to gamble with human lives. There

11 is no cost formula that can be applied to this unstable

12 source of power. We must not become prisoners of an

13 outdated and outmoded idea. We cannot become locked into a

0 14 formula that does not work.

15 As the countdown to doomsday proceeds, we are

16 overcome by a sense of despair. The sense of security we

17 enjoy because of distance has dissipated. We cannot, indeed

18 we dare not all mankind to plunge headlong into oblivion.

19 The flame of devotion to our cause, though flickering at

20 times, still burns brightly. We shall prevail.

21 Thank you. That is the end of my statement. Nov

22 may I present some evidence, statistical evidence? This

23 article appeared in "The New York Times" on Septenber 27.

h 24 It was a study that was done on some nuclear reactor plants

25 that were located -- well, particularly located in

9
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.

h 1 Connecticut. I think it was called the Connecticut Yankee.

2 I am cure you people are f amiliar with it.

3 And I will excerpt a few lines so that we -- Ig
.4 think you get the idea of what I am trying to get across.

5 It is in reference to the brittleness problem that has
,

6 cropped up in that area. In recent months the Nuclear

7 Regulatory Commission has become concerned that sudden

8 changes in temperature of a severity that has already

9 accidentally occurred at an operating reactor could crack a

10 brittle vessel, letting the water leak out. The vessel will

11 became -- now I am quotings

12 "The vessel will behave not as a vessel, but what ,

13 you may pretty well describe as a glass jar." This was said

O 14 by Demetrius L. Basdekas, a reactor safety engineer with

15 rour Commission.

16 Further, to go on, some officials said that the

17 core, with a loss of the coolant, might then melt down, a

18 catastrophic accident. Again I quote, another member of the

19 NRC, a scientists "I do not think anyone would feel

20 confident that a vessel would hold water af ter a crack,"

21 said Dr. Hurley of the NRC. "You lose cooling and

22 eventually you would have a meltdown." '

23 This is the end of Dr. Hurley's quotation.

24 This basically covers an article, which is a rather

25 extensive one, and I will not burden the Commission with the

O
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2 that are connected with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission

3 itself are in total disagreement -- totally disagreed that

4 the safety f actors are too -- I am not sure how to put

5 this. There are too many safety factors involved to

6 consider nuclear power as a viable source of energy.

7 As a matter of fact, in my own opinion, gentlemen,

8 I f eel that the nuclear energy would in my opinion open up a

9 Pandora's box over which we would have entirely no control.

10 What it comes down to -- let me just sum up quickly -- is

11 that there is too many differences among our own scientists,

12 pro and con, as to what would happen if a nuclear accident

13 did occur.

O 14 Thank you very much for listening to me.

15 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you, Mr. Troy.

16 If we could not have -- the article, Mr. Troy,

17 occurred in "The New York Times" Sunday, October 27th.

18 Mr. Donald Moser, please.

19 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

20 0F DONALD MCSER

21 MR. MOSER: My name is Donald Moser. I live in

22 Wyoming, Pennsylvania.

23 I would like to speak tonight on a different way of

O 24 generating nuc1 ear oower other than the three veys which

25 have been mentioned here at this meeting perhaps

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY INC,
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||) 1 previously. First, I would like to say I spoke just before

2 I come in the meeting with the counsel, the legal counsel,

3 Pennsylvania Power E light Company. I would like to say

4 that I know that the Pennsylvania Power & Light Company has

5 tried over the years to protect the environment of the

6 people in Pennsylvania as best that they could to the best

7 of my knowledge.

8 However, what I would like to speak about is about

9 a dam, what is this dam and where is this dam. This dam is

10 called King Sood Dam. It is located on the Allegheny River

?! north of Pittsburgh. This dam generates hydroelectric

12 power. It generates this power by taking the water from the

13 Allegheny River, pumping it to the top of a mountain,

O 14 leaving it run back down into turbines which generate the

15 power.

16 How much power does it produce? In kilowatt hours,

17 that I do not know. But I cen tell you thisa It produces

18 enough power for the city of Cleveland, Ohio, and the

19 nutrounding area.

20 I felt that we needed something like this here

21 rather than a dan made -- or rather than a power made by

'

20 quclear or by coal, even, or even by oil, for the simple

23 reason that we could use the protection of this dam not only

|h 24 to generate electrical power, but also to provide flood

25 control, which it does in the Allegheny River, for the city

0
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(]) 1 of Wilkes-Barre and the surrounding area.

2 Also it provides recreation, which brings in much

3 money economically to that areas, as it backs this Allegheny

4 River up for I would say 24-1/2 miles. the dam itself is

5197 fsLs from the top of the crest to the bottom of the

6 river.

7 We have a dan here in Luzerne County, in the

8 eastern part of luzerne County, which is called the Frances

9 E. Walter Dam. This dan does not protect our valley in any

10 way from flood control, nor does it generate any electrical

11 power. However, this das is 263 feet from the top of the
'

12 crest to the bottom of the river. A n'd this dam itself is

13 the largest earth-filled das east of the Mississippi River.

O 14 And I feel that perhaps maybe on this dam we could

15 get some power generated ..-'droelectrically rather than

16 nuclear, or perhaps the dam should have been built or could

17 be built here on the north branch of the Susquehanna River

18 that would provide hydroelectric power at a dheap rate, and

19 also provide flood control and bring in much tourists and

20 recreational complexes into this area, that would benefit

| 21 the area economically as well as provide safe electricity

22. without any fear of radiation or nuclear meltdown of any

i 23 kind, nuclear meltdown from the core of the reactor.
l

| ([) 24 And all I can say is, I said I consulted with a man
i

25 here and their attorneys, at least one of them, but the man

'

C:)
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Q 1 told me tha t they had considered that. Now, to what extent

2 they had considered it I do not know. But that is the

3 speech that I wish to present and that is all I have to ;

4 say.

5 Thank you.

6 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you, Mr. Moser.

7 Hr. Patrillo.

8 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEHENT

9 0F TOEY PATRILLO

10 HR. PATRILlos My name is Tony Pat:111o,

11 P -a -t-r-i-1-1-o .

12 I have too many objections to go over at this

13 time.

14 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Mr. Patrillo , where are you

15 f rom?

16 MR. PATRILL0s Pringle.

17 I will only touch on one of them --

18 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Excuse me. You cannot use that

19 light. You have to stay in one p. lace. I am sorry about

20 t hat. Go ahead, Mr. Patril10.

21 HR. PATRILLO: One, it is totally insane for PPCL

22 to think we need the Berwick nuke to cover dependence on

23 foreign oil when we are s.'.tting on top of such a rich supply

O 24of coa 1.

25 Two, the cost of nuclear power is ridiculous and it

O

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,ING,

400 VIRGINIA AVE., S.W., WASHINGTON, D C. 20024 (20Q 554 2345

..

_

s



__

2145

({} 1 is totally unfair to place the burden of costs on the

2 ratepayers. This cost continue:. to rise and will go to

3 unreasonable proportions by the year 2000. It is cheaper to

4 convert the plant now than it will be 20 years from now.

5 Three, the cost of converting the plant away from

6 nuclear fuel now will by far be much less than what it will

7 cost to decommission the plant 30 or 40 from now. In 1977

8 dollars decommissioning was estimated at $31 million to $100

9 million per plant. That of course will balloon by the year

10 -- by the time the plant is decommissioned.

11 Four, in this age of high unemployment nuclear

12 power creates less jobs than any other energy source.

13 According to the Council of Economic Priorities, solar

14 heating units alone would provide 500,000 construction jobs

15 per year. This is three times as many as nuclear power

16 creates. Also, the American Institute of Architects has

17 concurred that conservation can crea te 500,000 to 100

18 million jobs by 1990.

19 Five, trying to solve the so-called energy crisis

20 with nuclear energy may help it in the short run, but in the

21 long run we will all be losers. According to a study done

22by the United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, if

23 demand for energy grew three percent annually to the year

() 24 2000 nuclea" power would add only five years extra time to

25 develop alternative energy. Meanwhile, hundreds of billions

O
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1 of dollars would have been diverted from energy sources that

2 already exist, severely handicapping research and

3 development that already exists.

4 Six, there is simply no way to safely dispose of

5 radioactive vastes. We must stop producing these toxic

6 carcinogens now to avoid poisoning the earth and the many

7 generations of human beings that may inhabit it in the next

8 240,000 years.

9 For these reasons, I ask you that you do not grant

10 the Applicants a license to operate the Susquehanna Steam

11 Electric Station.

12 CHAIRMAN GlEASON: Thank you, Mr. Patrillo.

13 Now we are at a point when I have to ask those, if

O 14 they would raise their hand, who have written in to the

15 Nuclear Begulatory Commission. Would you come forward,

16 please, s.nd then you next. All right, thank you. Because I

17 have a list, but I would just take all your time reading

18 that whole list.
|

19 Give your name and your address, please.

20

21

22

23

O 24

25
|

|O
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(]) 1 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT OF EDWARD ZYGMUNT

2 MR. ZYGMUNT. My name is Edward Zygmunt, 409

3 Pattman Street, Zyvolka.
tO

4 From October 1979 to January 1980, I was a member

5 of the voluntary Citizens Advisory Committee, Pennsylvania

6 Power and Light, which was required by the Nuclear

7 Regulatory Commission to establish guidelines needed by PPCL

8 for the formulation of its on-site evacuation plan.

9 This committee also helped establish the proper

10 course of procedure for notification of local, state and

11 federal authorities in the event of a nuclear accident or

12 what the NRC would have us call an incident. I an also the

13 owner of a modest amount of Pennsylvania Power and Light

14 stock.

15 I as here tonight to express my opposition to the

16 predetermined approval by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission

17 for an operating license for Pennsylvania Power and Light's

18 so-called Susquehanna steam electric station. My use of the

!

19 term " predetermined approval" is not meant to be taken in a

20 jovial manner. Scheduling of these hearings, or rather

21 nonhearings, to coincide with the arrival of the first

| 22 shipments of nuclear fuel at the plant makes a mockery of

|
23 the regulatory process and is an insult to the intelligence

() 24 of the thousands of residents whose lives will be touched by

25 the worst, by that most unnecessary monster located just
i

|
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({} 1 above Berwick.

2 The biggest slap on our face, hovaver, is that

3 this atrocity is being staged in a state which has the

4 dubious honor of being host of the world 's worst commercial

5 nuclea r accident. I refuse to believe those who profess that

6 the hell created by Three Mile Island will not and cannot be

7 repeated at Berwick.

8 Already while testing the cooling water

9 circulation system at the Berwick nuclear plant a discharge

10 valve remained closed, whether through human or mechanical

11 error, and caused the flooding of a pump house containing

12 electrical motors and controls. No doubt this incident is a

13 taste of things to come.

O 14 Because of the complexity of nuclear technology,

15 there are just too many possibilities for error. It can be

16 said tha t if anything can go wrong, it usually will, and

17 that goes double for nuclear power.

18 From my experience as a member of the Citizens

19 Advisory Committee for PPCL's evacuation plan, I have
,

l 20 determined that even under the best of circumstances,

21 evacuation of the general public during a nuclear incident

22 would be an impossible task. Even more chaotic would be the

23 evacuation of the general public should an accident occur

() 24 during such inconvenient times such as regular school hours,
|

1

25 in the middle of the night, during a major snowstorm or on a

)
1
i

|
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1 major holiday when most local, state and federal authorities

2 are not on duty.

3 Nevertheless, the safety questions and financial

4 burdens involved with the safe evacuation of the general

5 public are unnecessary since the Berwick plant it elf is

6 unnecessary. Pennsylvania Power and light's own annual

7 reports are evidence that approximately 40 percent of the

8 electricity generated by its plants is sold out of the

9 company's service area. In spite of this fact, PPE1 still

| 10 enjoys excess generating capacity. Therefore, the operation

11 of the nuclear plant in question can be compared to a

12 Volkswagen being powered by a rocket engine.

13 It is most unfortunate that the billions wasted by

O 14 the company to construct the Susquehanna plant were not used

15 more wisely in helping plug the proverbial leak in the

16 energy bucket rather than continually adding more energy to

17 i t. Just imagine the net energy savings if the more than

18 $3 billion spent on the plant was used for technologies to

19 help reduce the amount of energy consumed or for the

20 construction of alternate energy systems such as solar,

21 wind, geothermal and hydroelectric pumps.

22 In conclusion, the hundreds of unanswered safety

23 questions as well as the financial costs involved with the

O 2. fue1 that was sistaxen1r advertised as a fuel enat would

25 nake electricity too cheap to meter should be reason enough

O
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O ' to oreveat suaueneaa ste s1ectric st tioa ero ever

2 operating.

3 I theref ore respectfully request that the Nuclear

4 Regulatory Commission break from its long-standing tradition

5 by denying PPEL an operating license for its unfinished

6 nuclear plant.

7 Thank you.

8 CHAIRHAN GLEASON. Thank you, Mr. Zygmunt.

9 Yes, ma'am.

10 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEHENT OF BARBARA LIGHTNER

11 HS. LIGHTN ER : Gentlemen, I really do not knov

12 what I an doing here today. I am not good.at public

13 speaking and I am very nervous because I have strong

O 14 feelings about this issue.

15 My friends and acquaintances who knew I was coming

16 said it is a vaste of time. They are depressed and

17 discouraged and they feel doomed. They feel they have no

18 more freedom of choice. But the letter said that this was

19 my time to state whether or not I was opposed to the Berwick

20 Plant, so that makes this hearing about me and for me.

21 I an here to remind you of your responsibility

22 that you have been assigned to protect me, to protect me

23 f rom nuclea r power, to protect me fror. the results of an

24 accident, to protect me f rom nuclear vaste.

25 What gives us, you or me, this generation, what

O
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(]) 1 gives us the right to pollute and contamina te this planet?

2 What makes us different from those who vent before us or

3 those who will come after us? How dare we do this thing?

4 A lot of years ago I was at Peach Bottom and I was

5 very impressed when the tour guide told me that this was the

6 beginning of a new, a safe and a cheap electrical energy

7 source. I think that -- excuse me one moment -- I think

8 that all of us have forgotten that technology is f antastic

9 and it comes through f or us when we need it. I think you

10 gentlemen have the power to say that this technology should

11 change, that we should have cheap and safe energy, and I do

12 not think that the answer lies in nuclear power.

13 I think that one point we have all forgotten about

O 14 is the f act that maybe we are willing to sacrifice rather

15 than to pollute this planet. Maybe, in other.vords, we

16 would rather be alletted x number of kilowatt hours to use

17 as efficiently or inefficiently as we see fit. We cannot

18 even handle the chemical wastes of today. I think only

19 irresponsibility would say that we should have nuclear

20 waste.

21 Wouldn't it be wonderful, I think if the textbooks

22 of the f uture would say that this Commission put itself out

23 of business by putting out of business the very forces which

() 24 brought it into being?

25 Thank you very much for your time and listening.

O
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(]) 1 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you.

2 Is there someone else who had -- have you written

3 into the NRC? Please come forward.

* LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT OF LINDA SCHULTZ

5 MS. SCHULTZ: I am Linda Schultz from Dallas,

6 Pennsylvania.

7 Er. Chairman, Board members, I come in opposition

8 to the pending licensing of the Susquehanna Steam Electric

9 Station in Sales Township. My reason for this is that the

10 utility companies have given us facts that the building of

11 alternate energy source homes such as passive solar homes is

12 highly expensive. This is not true.

13 You can build a home in this area , 1400 square

O 14 f ee t , for less than $40,000 with good insulation and passive

15 construction that can save 80 percent of the heating cost.

16 The power plant will not supply this kind of energy that

17 good, solid construction can supply.

18 My other reasons for oppposition to the plant are

|
19 that I have lived in this area my whole lif e, my family is

l
20 h er e . It is frightening to have that type of monster just

;

|

|
21 15 miles from my home. It is a health hazard, to see a child

|

| 22 who suffers from a disease such as leukemia. It is

23 saddening and I do not understand how our government can

() 24 support pouring these radioactive vastes into the air and

25 then not support something as simple as a national health

,
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() 1 plan. We continually do harm to the people of the United

2 States and offer them no benefits.

- 3 My other reasons are the fear. I have been a

4 caseworker for nine years in this community, and people

5 cannot handle those kinds of fears when, you know, an

6 accident of such severity can happen. I have lived in the

7 community and I have seen our civil defense blunder and just

8 make a mess of things during a disaster. If there ever

9 needed to be an evacuation, they could not handle it.

10 I know the claim is that there need only be a

11 ten-mile radius for evacuation, but I think people who live

12 further then ten miles from the plant will be trying to find

13 their way away from the area nhould an accident occur.

O 14 Thank you.

15 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you.

16 There was someone else who had written into the

| 17 NRC before, who came up before. Is that gentleman here ?

18 (No response.)

19 Christopher Miller. Is Mr. Miller here?

20 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT OF CHRISTOPHER MILLER

21 MR. MILLER: My name is Christopher Miller and I

22 live in Dallas, Pennsylvania.

23 As this phase of the hearing process continues,

| () 24 the phase when the public is given a chance to state its
,

25 f eelings on the nuclear plant 20 miles away , nuclear f uel,

I ( .

1
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O ' ur==1== 1= 1re ar ittiao t the site- 1 area 1ct to the

2 audience tonight that the gentlemen behind the bench do not

3 really c&re what the public has to say. The question of

4 whether the plant should open is a rigged one, rigged

5 against the people who will be asked to pay the cost and

6 f ace the risks.

7 He are told the plants are needed to satisfy an

8 energy demand in this valley, and yet the demand is not near

9 what PPEL anticipated. PPEL has 35 percent more energy than

to they need right now, and most of that energy will be sold

11 outside of this area. Well, then the nuclear apologists

12 will conclude that if they do sell the nuclear electrical

13 energy outside of this area, they will be selling off the

O 14 expensive stuff and the customers will get off much better

15 with lower electric bills. But then we find out that PPEL

16 has asked for another electric rate hike which will raise
17 our rates again.

I
18 I have questions about the vinbility of the

19 emergency ef acuation plans. Can the elderly, the sick, the

20 children in the schools be evacuated from this area within
21 the necessary time limits? Will the evacuation centers be

22 safe when some are situated a mile or so from the ten-=ile

23 boundary ?

24 The problems we will face, the risks that we will

25 take for that unnecessary nuclear plant upwind f rom here

O
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O ' 111 de our orodie== a4 ==r ri=x=- rae seat 1e a revie iao

2 these proceedings, the lawyers paid to stack the deck

3 against the public opponents do not have to earn a living or

4 raise a family here in this valley.

5 There is a line from a folk song that I remember

6 based on an interview with an ex-Army man ordered to wa tch

7 the atomic bomb testings in the Pacific. He died of

8 leukemia one year ago. He said, and I quote, "They told me

9 the risks were all acceptable. Acceptable to whom? You

10 could fool yourself with numbers, but you pay the price

11 alone."

12 I have nothing further to add.

13 CHAIRHAN GLEASON: Thank you.

O 14 Mark Bell, please.

15 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEHENT OF HARK D ARRALL

18 ER. DARRALLs My name is Mark Darra11. I live in

17 Hazleton, Pennsylvania.

18 I believe I an about to take an unpopular stand

19 here, for I am pro-nuclear and I am currently employed at

20 Susquehanna. I will not say who I am employed Dr. It may

21 be contradictory to company policy.

22 There are people that I work with that do not

23 believe that nuclear energy is such a great idea. That

O 24 might sound a 11tt1e unusua1 but it is not. ror anyone,

25 trained or untrained, to come up and say that nuclear energy

O
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(]) 1 does not have problems is either misguided or negligent. ItI

2 does have its problems, but any technology in its growing

3 stages will have problems.

4 Tonight several problems have been referenceda

5 reactor vessel cracking instances: then at Susquehanna there

6 has been the cooling water valve failure. This plant is

7 some months away froa completion rind startup, and the -

8 failure is part of the testing process that is inherent in

9 any industrial project.

10 Safety. The redundancy of safety systems in a

11 nuclear power plant is very great. I worked previously near

12 Pittsburgh at the Beaver Valley Power Station, Unit 1, and

13 as most of us may know, during 1980 Beaver Valley has had a

O 14 record of operating second only to THI. That is a cause for

15 concern on the part of NRC, the utility. In any point in

16 the operating process or design, licensing, the plant may be

17 stopped by the NRC. Plants in operation have been stopped

18 to make a correction..

19 No one -- let me correct that, the NRC do not

20 ca re. They care, but it is a compromise between the

21 utility , the ones that make money. It is an industry just

22 like the steel industry, the coal industry.- It is an

23 industry. It has to make money.

() 24 Now, someone will say at whose ex pense? The

25 bottom line, you know, is there is a need for energy

O
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O 1 everywhere, you know, whether it be here or Connecticut and

2 the other part of the power pool that Susquehanna will
:

3 rerve. It all benefits us in the end.

4 Like I said earlier, nuclear power does have its

5 problems in terms of vaste disposal. It is not true that

6 there is no safe means of disposal of vaste. There are

7 currently many alternatives being studied and the

8 alternatives are many, and it is leaning towards the salt

9 done type of disposal.

10 I =ay be running out of time, so I think in

11 conclusion I would like to say tPst I became privy to a

12 little pieuw of information when I cisme here tonight. I was

13 informed -- I did not know this before, we at the plant are

O 14 not kept on track of everything -- that the evacuation plans

15 are not complete and they are only in very praliminary

16 stages, while the plant is still a few months away from

17 com pletion .*.nd sta rtup . But I personally would prefer to

18 see the evacuation plans brought closer to completion.

19 As I said before, the NBC has the ability to stop

20 the plant anywhere in the process. It has done it before,

21 it can do it again. They can withhold the license until

22 plans have been brought further ahead.

23 So that iactvithstanding, I would like to see

O 24 Susquehanna continue and provide its jobs. A nuclear plant

25 does provide a lot of jobs because of the changes that

O
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|

Q 1 always seem to be mandated by the industry and the NBC.

2 Ref erring back to Beaver Valley, they were once told that it

3 would only need six people to run it, but at no time are

4 there fewer than 1200 people on site.

5 So it provides a lot of benefits. It provides

6 jobs, and under normal operating conditions the plant is

7 very safe. There are no emissions from the plant.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

O 24

25
'

O
,
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1 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: I think you time is about up,

2 Mr. Darra11.

3 MR. DARRALLa Okay. Thank you.

4 Unfortunately, I did not have a very well prepared

5 statement, but I would like to thank the Chairman and the

6 public for the-opportunity to speak, and I think it is

7 important that we all be able to speak out like we have been.

8 Thank you very much.

9 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you.

10 Mr. Witkowski, please.

11 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT OF

12 BOB WITK0WSKI

13 MR. WITK0WSKI: My name is Bob Witkowski. I am'

14 from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania.

15 I am here to ask that the Pennsylvania Power and

16 Light Nuclear Power Plant not be granted an operating

17 license.

18 Every time I think about that Tower of Babel down

19 there I ask myself why, why must all of us become guinea

20 pigs and perhaps even victims of this industry subsidized by

21 billions of government tax dollars. It just does not seen

22 f air. While millions of poor people around the nation

23 suffer through budget cuts, corporate welfare continues with

O 24 astronomica1 figures.

25 Then I realized the reason it does not seem fair

O
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({} 1 is because it quite simply is not. I was a fool to expect

2 f airness from an atomic energy licensing board, even after

3 ther threw out more than two-thirds of all the contentions

4 brought up against the plant.

5 I never should have expected fairness from a

6 Nuclear Begulatory Commission which issued a license to the

7 Diablo Canyon plant, discovered a rather awkward mistake and

8 still allowed that license to exist.

9 I never should have expected fairness from a

10 Nuclear Regulatory Commission which has allowed nuclear fuel

11 to be slapped in the f ace of the public by being brought

12 onto the site of a plant which theoretically may never

13 operate since the license has not yet been issued.

O 14 I cannot expect fairness from a utility which says

15 they need the nuclear power plant, and yet their own report

16 for 1980 states that taking into account the new Hershey

17 customers -- and I am quoting from their report now --
!

18 adjusting usage on a weather basis to reflect a colder 1980

19 November and December, and considering that 1980 was a leap

20 yea r with one extra billing day, the one percent increase

21 would have to be adjusted to show a slight decrease in

22 electric usage by customers from 1979 to 1980.
,

|

23 I cannot expect fairness from a utility which has

() 24 just recently been reported to have admitted to illegally
1

25 using at least $2 million of ra tepa yers' money for this very
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(]) 1 power plant in a hearing before the PUC in Harrisburg.

2 I never should have expected fairness when a

3 citizen is inf ormed that he uses 13 minutes rather than 5

4 minutes to make his public appearance. I as telling you now

5 5 minutes, 13 minutes, or 13 hours is nothing compared to

6 the millions of dollars and possibly thousands of man-hours
,

7 expended by PPOL, the NRC and the government in an attempt

8 to shove this so-called cheap power down our throats. <

9 With all of this fairness flying around, it

to becomes evident that the citizens of this country must

11 declare their independent f rom nuclear power. It is time

12 tha t we take a separation, and even our own country is

13 founded by documents which state that the people have the

14 right to dissolve the political bans -- and this is our

15 Declaration of Independence -- dissolve the political bans

16 which have connected them with another, and to assume among

17 the powers of the earth the separate and equal station to

18 which the laws of nature and nature's god entitles them. A

19 decent respect of the opinions of mankind requires that th e y

20 shall declare the causes which impel them to the

21 separation.

22 Perhaps soon it will be time to separate ourselves

23 f rom this so-called legal process which is going on here.

() 24 Perhaps soon it will be time for us to choose between

25 nonviolent resistance and nonexistence. I pray we shall

O
|

|
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Q 1 choose existence.

2 I do want to say thank you for having the

3 opportunity to speak here. But I want to thank the

4 Intervenors who provided this night. They are the ones who

5 deserve the thankc.

6 CHAIBMAN GLEASON: Thank you, Hr. Witkowski.

7 Hr. David -- I cannot make out this last name. It

8 looks like Saxton to me, David Saxton.

9 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT OF

10 DAVID SAXTON

11 MB. SAXTON Ny name is David Saxton. I am not

12 here to speak on my own feelings this evening. I think ther

13 have been well expressed by my fellow citizens of the

O ~

proud of them. I think we have heard an14 region. I am very

15 eloquent expression of concern and knowledge concerning . this

16 issue .

17 Uhat I am going to attempt to present is an

18 alternate intellectual viewpoint of this entire issue, a

19 viewpoint that has its predecessors in the thought of Ralph

20 Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau and other great and

21 profound thinkers in the history of American thought and

22 cha racte r.

23 I will present as briefly as I can within four

O 24 minutes of time a hrief s1noosis of the work of a cent 1en n

25 named Lewis Humford. Lewis Mumford is a social and

O
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(]) I political historian born in 1895. He has had a profound

2 effect on the development and evolution of city planning

3 toward the Twentieth Century. He has also written

4 extensively on the role of the power complex and its -- how

5 it interacts with the city.

6 What I am going to attempt to do with my next two

7 to ' three minutes is to present a brief synopsis of his

8 thought and how he views this issuo. I think it is alvars

9 wise to take the counsel of a wise man. We are partial

to minds. We are all partial minds to one extent or another.

11 But in this typ4 of situation isn't it wise to take the

12 counsel of one who has examined the historical process,

13 examined our human nature, and accept that counsel?

14 I begin with the " Pentagon of Power," which I will

15 be quoting f rom in the next three to five minutes, beginning

16 with a picture of a power station in an airplane. Briefly

17 expressed, the first paragraph reads that the increase of

18 energy available for both constructive and destructive
1

19 social uses has been one of the main marks of technological

20 progress, not only for the Thirteenth Century onwards, as

21 Henry Adams, a famous American historian, has pointed out,

22 but from the earliest beginnings of civilization in the
|

| 23 fourth millenium.

() 24 His thought evolved from that that the

,

25 utilizations of power for the needs of society should be
I
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1 determined by the needs of life, but there has been a

2 miscarriage of the uses of power during the last three

3 cen turies.

4 He posits an alternate form of economic and social

5 thinking, what he refers to as a biotechnique economy. A

6 biotechnique economy would foster modes of production,

7 transportation and human settlement that would deliberately

8 reduce the amount of nonorganic energy required to lowest

9 possible level. An economy of plentitude, which we no

10 longer have, gentlemen -- your needs for expensive energy

11 which are bankrupting this _ country -- an economy of

12 plentitude would prudently seek only the minimum amount for

13 daily use and store surplus power for special use or

O 14 emergencies.

15 Two more sentences and I will be completed.

16 Gentlemen, what you represent in symbolic forms is

17 the power complex -- the power complex which is impermeable

18 to questioning, impermeable to serious consideration of

19 alternate viewpoints.

20 I phrase very briefly, in both Russia and the

21 Unitso States centralized government agencies unchecked by

22 public opinion, uncontrolled by elected bodies have

| 23 perfected the techniques of the permanent crisis in order 'to
1

24 consolidate the powers that were originally designed solely

25 to meet a passing threat.

O
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{]) 1 Second quote: In every field f rom atomic energy

2 to medicine policies that will permanently affect the

3 destiny and possibly bring to an end the whole adventure of-

4 human life have been formulated and carried through by '

)
5 self-supointed and self-regulated experts and specialists

6 immune to human conf rontation whose very willingness to make

7 these decisions on their own responsibility is proof

8 positive of their total unfitness to do so.

9 I would like to conclude with this comment. We

10 are living in a depersonalized society where nobody cares to

11 take responsibility. This night is a past '.no evening, just

12 a brief little expression of what will eventually occurs but

13 in many respects it is the perfect symbolic representation

14 of what our society is becoming.

15 Sir, in five years you will be on your social

16 security. I suspect you will perhaps be a consultant or

17 college professor. You in turn will again evolve whatever

18 life holds for you.

19 The most perfect expression of this is the fact

20 that we are unable to face the people who propose that we

21 live with nuclear power. I mean, you gentlemen, you people

22 who sit and look at our backs and listen to us, and you,
:

i

23 too , what does life hold for you, who knows. But f're years

n(,) 24 you will not take responsibility for what occurs in this

l 25 eventuality. You will be irresponsible. It will not be who

|

()'
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Q 1 did this but who -- I said you, sir -- that your gods are

2 dying.

3 Thank you.

4 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Hr. Herbert Simon, please.

5 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEHENT OF

6 HERBERT SIMON

7 HR. SIMON: My name is Herbert Simon from

8 Shaverton, P A.

9 Prior to the accident and near disaster at Three

10 Mile Is1and I was not invo1ved in the fight against nuclear

11 pousr. I came to Vilkes-Barre in 1969, and it was several

12 years later that I read of a successful opposition of

13 citizens in the Heshoppen area to the establishment of a

O 1411 quid metal breeder reactor in that peacef u1 and beautiful

15 region.

16 Of course, the utility companies would deny that

17 this vehement, well-organized opposition influenced their

18 planning in the s11ghtest. But the fact is that the

19 Heshoppen site was abandoned and one in middle Tennessee was

20 chosen instead,11 the Clinch River area. Perhaps a less

21 voca1 opposition from the citizens of that southern region

22 was expected.

23 One of the reasons for the success in the

O 24 Heshoppen case derived from hat r wou1d ca11 en119htened

25 se1f interest. People with property in the area did not

O
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(]) I want to see a monster of technology literally on their

1 doorsteps.

3 Another reason was due to the f act that the people

4 in opposition organi=ad early before a shovel of soil had
,

5 been turned. I asked myself why this strategy is not going

6 to work this time. Part of the. reason is that opposition by

7 its very nature is reactive rather than originative. In any

8 large project of a corporate nature the biggest and crucial

9 decisions are made long before word reaches the public via

10 the media. Thus, from the very beginning the public is at a

11 disadvantage.

12 Nore specifically, in the Berwick case the

13 public's opposition was somewhat tempered by the knowledge

O 14 that construction of the plant would bring for a period of

15 several years well-paying jobs to a region with a high level

16 of unemployment.

17 The public's opposition was f urther stoded by its

18 sense of not having sufficient expertise, to use the

19 f avorite word at these hearings, to challenge intellicantly

20 the nuclear industry. Expertise is very intimidating.-

21 Another reason why we will fail to prevent the

22 licensing of the Berwick nuclear f acility is that most of us

23 on the opposition have not done enough work to prevent it,

() 24 not to speak of that vast herd of the complacent and

25 intellectually lazy who have done nothing. This latter

O
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() 1 group's view of things does not extend beyond their backyard

2 barbecue pit. 1 would characterize the attitude of this

3 sultitude as unenlightened self interest.{)
4 But af ter this sea culpa and mild chastisen'ent of

5 the public, it must be admitted that the corporate and

6 government forces involved in these hearings are

7 formidable. PPEL, when compared to such giants as the Nobil

8 011 Corporation and ITT, is small, at best middling; but it

9 has resources at its command which almost completely swamp

10 and put into disarray the modest resources of the opposition.

11 Well-paid, well-educated and well-fed lawyers have

12 all the time and all the incentive in the world to argue

13 their case. They can fly in a witness from the coast whose

O 14 five minute appearance totally consists of a reiteration of

15 a phrase that is outside the area of my technical expertise.
,

16 The Commonwealth is largely silent. It has

17 learned nothing from the Three Nile Island. Perhaps it

18 wishes to play it safe with something dangerous.

19 Then there is that marvelous, incomparable ally,

20 the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Instead of being the

21 public's advocate, its tribune, it conceives of its role as
!

22 one of shielding the nuclear industry from the public. So

1
l 23 similar is the language and tone of the counsels

() 24 representing NRC anc PPEL that it seems unnecessary that

25 they be seated at separate tables.

O
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(]) 1 The NRC stacks the deck and hands it to PPCL. It

2 stacks it principally by ruling out certaia contentions in

3 advance of the hearings. An example of this is the matter

4 of the method of decommissioning a nuclear facility at the

5 end of a 30-year period of operating.

6 There are three methods of decommissioning --

7 immediate dismantling, nothballing, and entombment -- and

8 there differ vastly in terms of safety, time spent and -

9 cost. Yet the NRC does not require the Licensee to state

10 the method it will use. To se this seems completely

11 irresponcible, if not criminal.

12 The whole area of decommissioning is murky, weird,

13 even surrealistic. In some of the science fiction scenarios

14 there is a waiting period of 50 to 104 years to allow some

15 of the more lethal radioisotopes to decay to " safe levels"

16 before the task of decommissioning can be complete. If ,

17 barring an accident, or bankruptcy, or numerous other

18 things, the Susquehannan steaa electric f acility operates

19 for 30 years and then elects to wait 104 years, it would

20 sean final decommissioning will take place in the 22nd

21 Century in the year 2110, more or less.

22 This is a time span roughly equivalent to half

23 this na tion 's life as a republic. In the year 2110 vill

() 24 there be an entity known as the Pennsylvania Power and Light

25 Com pany?

O
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() 1 But why worry, stockholders? Out of sight, out of

2 mind is the ruling philosophy. Besides, the NRC has said we

3 do not need to decide this matter now, and the NRC is our{)
4 friend and ally.

5 Yesterday I was talking to several people of the

6 opposition, and I said how depressing I found these

7 hearings. Someone replied well, at least they are

8 educational.

9 Those of us that have been working in opposition

10 to the Berwick plant have long known that the chances of its

11 not being licensed were nil, and that the pucpose of the

12 opposition was to provide a forum and platform for the

13 education of the public to the dangers of nuclear power.

O
14 We know that never was a license denied to an

15 applican t. PPCL knows well that its 53 1/2 billion
16 investment is not going to be denied by this court, knows it

17 so well that last week they quietly and very shrewdly began

18 bringing in nuclear fuel to the Salem township plant while

19 the largely apathetic public was distracted by the charade

20 of these hearings.

21 "dharade" is an apt word for these hearings. Ther

22 are not so much a legal as a theatrical event, a form of

23 theater designed to delude the public into believing it has

() 24 real power and can influence and rule on public matters..

25 It is a sense of futility of all we do that is so

O
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{} 1 depressing to me personally. Also, listening to these

2 procedures has at times made me feel Rike an amateur, a

3 crazy, at best a kind of nuclear dilettante. How can I

4 presume to question these experts? Not only do they have a

5 good grounding of the science involved, but in addition they

6 know all the ins and outs of legal procedures.

7 Yet, just when I an about to give way to despair,

8 I recall that back in 1968 these same people were estimating

9 the cost of the Berwick reactor to be a measly $150 million,

10 $150 million, a paltry sun, a contemptible sum. For now,

11 PPEL admits the plant will cost $3 1/2 billion. What a

12 colossal error. It almost makes me lose faith in the

13 expertise of the experts.

14 I am reminded of another colossal error, that of

15 Dr. Rasmussen of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

16 who confidently proved the million to one odds of a Class 9

17 accident like that which occurred at the Three Mile Island.

18 So perhaps the main value of these hearings will
|

19 be of an educational nature. This reminds me of something
|

20 George Bernard Shaw said, and I paraphrase loosely: The

21 public is uneducatable save by means of art and torture.

22 Perhaps these hearings will be educational in a similar

23 sense.

(]) 24 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you.

25 Miss Emily Jonsidine, please.

O
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() 1 Ms. Emily Considine, please.

2 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

| 3 0F EMILY CONSIDINE

4 55. CONSIDINE My name is Emily Considine,

5 E-a-i-1-y C-o-n-s-i-d-i-n-e.

6 I would like to thank the Board for letting me

7 speak here tonight, and I would like to begin my statement

8 with an excerpt from the Declaration of Independences

9 "The people are endowed by the Creator with

to certain unalienable rights, that among these are life,

11 libert; and the pursuit of happiness."

12 By granting PPEL a license to operate the Berwick

13 nuke, the NRC is seizing the basic unalienable rights

O 14 established in the Declaration of Independence. The Berwick

15 nuke is dangerous to the health and subsequently the lives |

16 of all Pennsylvanians. A meltdown could very well occur

17 with the operation of the nuke.

18 The life of plants, animals and humans ranks far

19 above the plant, whose electricity is ne;t needed. The

20 liberty to sit and meditate in the fresh air will soon come

21 to an end with the operation of the nuke. Radiation will be

22 released from the plan t, which has already inhibited much of

23 the view.

() 24 I fail to see how one can pursue happiness in life

25 with a f amily in the stressf il showers of the towers of

O
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|

Q 1 decay. The whole idea of allowing the nuke to operate is

2 disgusting, brutally unfair and trea so na ble . Nuclear power

3 is the greatest public danger the world has ever seen.

4 Contamination of populated areas with radioactive releases,

5 waste and plutonium will no doubt bring more cancer and

6 disease to the world.

7 It is unnecessary to abuse Pennsylvania residents

8 cay f urther. There is no need for the Berwick nuke, and I

9 would gladly help pay for "0EL to tear it down.

10 If nuclear energy is cheap and safe, why have many

11 electric companies cancelled orders and why do they need to

12 be licensed? Because they are expensive, capital intensive,

13 prsviding few jobs , and they are unsafe, for example, the

14 Three Mile Island accident. Did the sun ever apply for an

15 operating license?

16 The highly unexpected but possible accident at a

17 large plant like Berwick would cover 5,000 square miles,

18 with fallout sufficient to kill 2300 people immediately,

19 cause 6400 cancers or cases of genetic disease, and destroy
|

| 20 $6.2 billion in preperty.

21 I do not wish to be in any life-threatening

22 situations which are attributable te nuclear power plants.
|

| 23 It is grossly unjust that a few can decide for the many what
i

O 241s best and needed for seciety. society does not need

25 another nuke.
I

O

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,INC,

400 VIRGINIA AVE., S.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345

_ . . _ _ _ _ . , - - _ . , _ _ . , . _ . , _ . _ . _ ._ . , .



2174

(]) 1 If PPCL does not have enough projects to spend

2 their money on, I suggest they send food to underdeveloped

3 countries.
}

|
4 Thank you.

5 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you.

6 Daniel -- I'm sorry, I cannot pronounce the name.

7 "Uchek" or "Inchek"?

8 LINITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

9 0F DANIEL YURCHAK

10 ER. YURCHAK4 Daniel Y urchak , Y-u-r-e-h-a-k .

11 I have a bunch of paper here all about the.NRC.

12 But after everything I have heard, I decided tha t , rather

13 than say what I have to say, if everybody would stand up --

0 14 and I hope it does not take more than five minutes, but if

15 everybody would just stand up and sing " God Bless America."

16 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: No, Mr. Yurchak, this is not

17 for that purpose. This is to hear your statement.

18 MR. IURCHAKs Okay, then I will give my
|
'

19 statement.

20 I took a bunch of notes from the -- okay. My name

21 is Daniel Yurchak, Y-u-r-c-h-a-k. I am from 74 North Main
t

|

22 Street, Ashley, 22nnsylvania, zip code 18706.

23 I was raised down in Shadetown, Pennsylvania in a

() 24 place called St. Stanislaus Orphanage. It was an orphanage

25 a t that time. It was an institution and now it is not

O
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O ' *"ere-

2 A little bit of background about me. I was into

3 the service, over into Germany. From Germany I came back to

4 this valley. I have made this valley my home because I

5 believe that this is the best place to live.

6 I as totally against nuclear power because there

7 a re many,many sources of alternate energy. Everything that

8 has been stated here has been eloquently said, and I do not

9 think I could say it any better than the gentlemen have and

10 the ladi e.s, especially the one lady who had to deal with the

11 quality of life.

12 I have heard different things: failure is

13 inherent, income equals expense, alternatives are many.

O 14 Failure is inherent, that is a good one. That

15 does not even have to be explained.

16 Income equals expense. The income generated from

17 everything is in behalf of PPCL and the expense is the
'

18 quality of life in this region.

19 The alternatives are many. I do not know if you

20 will be able to take these alternatives that everybody has

21 expressed. I hope that you will take them into

22 consideration, because I em definitely not in favor --

23 excuse me. I am not in favor of nuclear power and I will

O 24 give you -- I hope I am not going pest the five minutes, am

25 I ?

O
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(]) 1 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: No.

2 HR. YURCHAKa Please let me know if I am.

3 While washing the dishes the other day with

4 approximately one gallon of heated water, filtered naturally

5 -- that is optional, of course; I've found it to be

6 excellent in the cleaning of dishes. No detergents were

7 used to get them sparkling clean.

8 When I thought I'd finished the dishes and the

9 dirty water went down the drain, I found out that I did not

10 finish the dishes, as a knife remained. All of us are human

'
11 and we do make mistakes.

12 Uhy should we take the chance with one life? Nov

13 one life means nothing, probably, to PPCL or probably to

14 you. But let's put it a different way. How about if it wa s

15 your life or, better or worse yet, if it was the life of

18 Tour child. How would you feel then ?

17 I think the quality of life equals the best is

18 none too good.

19 Sand is a very abrasive material. Sand can be

20 utilized in moving objects on the principle of the

21 hourglass. Salt is very good to produce warmth, melt ice,

22 melt concrete. I do not even have to go into that in

23 detail. I think it has been determined already.

() 24 Water can be used to operate a giant turbine to

25 produce electricity. Sand, salt and water can be used in

O
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1 conjunction with one another to produce electricity, make

2 pyramids, cut stones, move objects, tell time, for warmth,

3 melt ice and melt concrete.

4 If salt could melt concrete, what could nuclear

5 power do?

6 I had written this prior to the radioactivity
,

7 being sent to the power plant down in Berwick. I heard in

8 November radioactivity will be housed in Berwick to produce

9 electricity. Why? Because the corporation is king and we

10 are the pawns in a chess came of disaster.

11 While visiting at the Hercy Hospital in the

12 physical therapy department , I noticed the caption, " Time to

13 give our dreams a try." And I ask if it could be arranged

14 this way . Please try to give our dreams a time, because the

15 quality of life, the best is none too good.

16 Do I have any time left, sir?

17 CHAIRHAN GLEASON: That is all right, go ahead.

18 HR. YURCHAK: Is America going forward or

19 backwards with nuclear energy? Because the quality of life

20 is sacred to me is enough reason to hamper the plans for

21 nuclear energy.

22 Has peace come about because we talked of atomic

| 23 power 40 years ago? With the unemployment rate the way it
I

O 24 1 s, 1 hope you are not blaming etomic power.

25 We had a surplus of power without the use of

O

l
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(]) 1 atomic power in this area through conservation efforts. And

2 America does not need to produce cheaper goods.

3 Because riu feel there is nothing secure or safe

4 in this world is by no means a criteria for the use of

5 electricity. Try to tell the mothers of the coal miners who

6 risked their lives and perished tha t there is nothing secure

7 or safe in this world. I am sure they would appreciate gas

8 for its clean, quiet efficiency.

9 I am very happy that you do not want to go back to

10 the dark ages by living in the vicinity of a nuclear plant.

11 The people in America can make their own decisions to live

12 and by their God-given energy -- and I mean solar or

i
'

13 wha tever. To have no interest in coal companies, gas, oil

O 14 or electricity, puts us back into the dark ages.

15 I think my time is just about up, gentlemen. And

16 I thank you very much for the opportunity to speak.

17 CHAIBMAN GLEASON: Thank you.

18 Mr. Mark Williams, please.

19 LINITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

20 0F HARK WILLIAMS

21 HR. WILLIAMS: Hello, gentlemen. My name is Mark

i
22 Williams. I am from West Pittston, Pennsylvania.

23 I would like to state my opposition to nuclear

O
(_/ 24 power plants, and in particular today that which is in

25 Berwick, Pennsylvania. I find it quite f rightening that in

O
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,

1 this day and age the electricih :.id the utility coapanies

2 have such a powerf ul hand in deciding the fate of all

3 mankind and mother earth. How they can get away with their

4 propaganda approach to brainwashing the public is beyond

5 me.

6 To quote Dr. John Gossman, who is a world-renowned

7 chemist and medical doctor and a co-discoverer of uranium

8 233, I quote: "But when electric utility companies use

9 their funds to put advertisements in national newspapers and

10 magazines stating that nuclear power is safe, in the face of

11 considerable questions in high scientific circles that it is

12 not safe, that is a conspiracy."

13 I find it astounding to see such a great country

O 14 have its political system infiltrated by a new party while

15 everyone is unaware. I am talking about the nuclear

16 industry partys government for the industry, by the

17 industry, a public utility, a public utility that is

18 obsequious only to the dollar bill.

19 One of the facts I find to be moving is that 12

20 oil and gas companies own half the known U.S. uranium

21 reserves.

22 Being a concerned citizen and a believer in God, I

23 feel I should protest to the best of my ability when before

O 24se I see se1f-centered .ines strixe egainst the future of

25 both man and earth. I believe that earth a s here to provide

O
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1 and care for man, and man is here to care for earth in

2 turn.

3 A total balance of nature can only be achieved

4 when the human race learns to take only what it needs. The

5 elements of nature and the sun are the purest, safest and

6 most logical ways of obtaining energy.

7 To once again quote Dr. John Gossman: "Even if

8 this hazard of a meltdown were securely answered, it does

9 not alter for one second my opposition to nuclear power,

10 because whether it melts down or it does not melt down, you

11 have created an astronomical amount of nuclear garbage,
,

12 which you must contain and isolate better than 99.99 percent

13 saf ely, in peace and war, with human error and human malice,

O 14 guerrilla activity, psychotics, and malfunction of

15 equipmen t. Do you believe that there is anything that you

16 would like to guarantee would be done 99.99 percent

17 correctly for 100,000 years?"

18 I would like to know how anyone can justify such

19 things as the barrels of wastes that are now bleeding out

20 poisonr, in the Pacific Ocean or the pursuit of more nuclear

21 power plants af ter such close calls as Three Mile Island.

22 i'ho do these utilities serve? Who does their conscience

23 answer to?

O 24 rhank you.

25 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you.

O
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(}
1 Br. George Leo.

2 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

3 0F GEORGE LEOg3
\J

4 MR. LEOS My name is George Leo. I live at 824

5 South Hain Street, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. I am 64

6 years of age. I am retired .

7 I would like to read this quote from the morning

8 paper. The man who helped develop -- first I would like to

9 welcome the NBC with great respect.

10 A man who helped develop the world's first atomic

11 bomb says government and industry estimates of nuclear

12 radiation danger to the public are underestimated by

13 fif tyfold in genetic hazards to f uture generations, are

14 seriously understated.

15 Dr. John W. Gossman, who icolated the world's

16 first workable quantities of plutonium for the Manhattan

17 Project that produced the first aton bomb, says industry and
|
l 18 government estimates of radiation doses are hardly worth the

19 paper they are written on. Gossman made the comment in his

20 book " Radiation and Human Health," to be released today.

21 Gossman's study also found that children are far

22 more sensitive to radiation-caused cancer than are

23 adults.

() 24 We are human. This country is the most beautiful

25 and the most perfect country in the world, and has an

O
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() 1 abundance of all natural resources that man ever needs or

2 wants. This has been proven from the 1776 Revolution to the

3 present day. We have natural resources. We have wood,

4 water, f uel, you name it.
s

5 But our biggest problem in this country today is

8 big business and big dollars controlling our government like

7 no one's business today. How much can one individual or

8 this small group here persuade NRC, which is

9 government-owned, government-operated, government-hired -- I

to protect the citizens10 hope I am correct in saying that --

11 of the United States f rom nuclear hazards?

12 Why do we have to form an organiza. tion to protect

13 what is being built against our beliefs, ag ainst our will,

O 14 and making us swallow it?

15 I would like to go on now to the Susquehanna

16 atomic plant. This big monster of $3.5 billion estimated

17 cost is beyond imagination, especially when they have

18 electric power, electric energy . They have all the means a t
1

19 their hands already built, already producing. Now they have

20 a surplus to sell. And they want to go into $3.5 billion.

21 That is when you've got too many brains and not

22 enough common sense, you have too much education and not

23 enough caring for the average f amily who works eight hours a

() 24 day , sweats and makes ends meet, and he is happy with his

25 f amily, he wants his children to grow up.

O
,

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY,INC,

400 VIRGINIA AVE., S.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345

,



2183

(]) 1 So what is going to happen to us in another ten

2 years? I am 64. Like it has already haen said, I will

3 probably be buried. But the problem of the atom bomb, the

4 atomic plants, will be enlarged, enlarged.

5 Who is going to suffer? The generation of today,

6 their children's children. Who is going to pay this $3.5

7 billion? Is it going to be us or our children's children ?

8 Something they did not want, something they were forced

9 upon, something they were given.

10 Nov let me honestly say, there has got to be a God

11 above, a God below, to guide us here and to guide us in

12 heaven. While we are on earth, the best we can do for human

13 beings is to make a better living, an honest living, a good

14 clean environment, good parks, good rivers, good

15 environment, a happy surrounding.

16 We have all the education, we have the schools, we

17 have the utilities. We have everything. B ut it is big

|
18 government, big business and big dollars that is killing the

19 average American. Let every American go to the polls and

20 vote his way and you will see what happens to this atomic

21 energy plant we are about to open up in a couple of more

22 years if they get their license, if they get their license.

| 23 Let the people of Pennsylvania vote, especially

() 24 af ter the Three Hile Island error. Now, $190 million, that

| 25 is what I read in the paper. Whether they are going to get

()'

|
|
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() 1 it or not, the Governor says it is a probability. $190

2 million will take care of all our state programs for the

3 velfare, for the weak, for the handicapped, for the sick,
~ ) ,

4 for the hospitals, for anybody in Pennsylva nia. $190

5 million is a wonderful leg to stand 2n.

6 I hope I made myself clear. I thank you for your

7 attention. I am not the best speaker in the world, but my

8 f aith is thiss Man for man, brother for brother, siscer for

9 sister, children for children. Remember the schoolteacher,

10 the nurse, the doctor, the lawyer, the priest, even the

11 undertaker. He does not want to get involved with this no

12 more thaa I do.

13 Please do something about it. We can stop it

O
14 now . At least, what is going to happen to these plants that

15 are already built that are 25 years old now? They have five

16 to ten more years, maybe, at the most maybe 15 years. Who

17 is going to close thou down ? What is going to happen to

18 them? re they going to bury them? Are they going to leave

19 them there or are they going to do just what they do with

20 the -- f rom the toxics that goes into the cans that they put

21 a cap on and let them leak and let them pour into the
,

22 ground? Is that what is going to happen to this or is it

23 going to be forgotten.

() 24 Thank you very much.

25 CHAIRMAN GLEASON: Thank you, Hr. Leo.

O<

s
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1 That concludes the list of speakers that I have.(}
2 I noticed someone else that wanted to come forward. Would

3 rou come up, ma'am, please.

4 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

5 0F DIANE FRY

6 MS. FRY: Ny name is Diane Fry. I apologize for

7 the lack of a prepared statement, but I could not let this

8 opportunity go by in which I could express my beliefs on

9 this subject.

10 I would like to go on the record as saying that I

11 an against the proposed licensing of the nuclear Berwick

12 plant -- Berwick nuclear plant. There is not much else for

13 se to say that has not already been said tonight. I agree

14 with almost everything that has been said.i

|
| 15 However, I just have one thing that I would like
t

16 you gentlemen to concider before making your decision. I

17 would like you to consider the f act that you have the

18 responsibility, tLat we do have the responsibility to -- I

19 do not know how to say this.

20 How will we ever rationalize this? I want you to

21 consider this your responsibility. Should there he an

22 accident, should things come to happen due to nuclear power,

23 how will we ever rationalize this? I do not mean to say

() 24 that it will be on your heads, but it will be on all of

25 ours. And I think that before we make these types of

O
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O ' aeci ioa= e ="outa co==taer the=e thiao -

2 If something like this would happen, if a meltdown

3 should occur or any other type of disaster, it will be on

4 our heads. We will be the ones who will ha ve to say, well,

5 maybe we should not have done this. So before you make this

6 decision, gentlemen, I urge you to please consider what it

7 is that you are doing, the responsibility and the power that

8 you have.

9 And I would also like you to remember that you do

10 have the pcuer to say no.
,

11 Thank you.

12 CHAIBHAN GLEASON: Thank you.

13 LIMITED APPEARANCE STATEMENT

C 14 0F M ARK MASLEY

15 NR. KASLEY My name is Eark Nasley.

16 There is not any single reason why the Berwick

17 nuke or any other reactor in the world should be allowed to

18 operate. There are, as a matter of fact, quite a few

19 reasons to deny their very existence. When one takes into

20 account the tremendous health, environmental and economic

21 risks associated with the use of atomic energy to produce

22 electricity, any sane person would ask himself, why bother

23 with it.

24 Despite the repeated assurances of the nuclear

25 industry , the utility companies and the government agencies

O
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(]) 1 involved that this is a safe and beneficial technology, well

2 worth the risks, it is far from safe and benefits few

3 people. If anything, it threatens the very existence of-

4 life as we know it .

5 Now, I am sure PPCL has many reasons to justify

6 the need for this plant, despite the f act that their

7 projected growth rates seenn to be having a hard time in

8 materializing. They may have a~ crystal ball that has been

9 telling them of an economic boom that will occur in this

10 region. But as anyone who lives in this area knows,

11 industry has been and will continue to be stagnant for many

12 years to come, and as a result there will probably be a drop

13 in population growth as well.

O 14 I guess it is just too hard for PPCL to admit it

15 has made a 53 billion mistake. As a result, the people in

16 this area are going to be denied their basic rights as

17 American citizens. The Constitution of the United States

18 does not permit the taking of life without due process of'

19 law . Nuclear power, which endangers the lives of citizens

20 even before a plant goes into operation, is obviously an

21 inf ringement of the constitutional rights.

Even if there were no constitutional violation,22

23 nuclear power is a violation of natural rights and justice.

() 24 There are those in our society who do not realize that

25 justice is a concept which exists quite independently of

O
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(]) 1 many laws made by legislators.

2 Moreover, most Americans have forgotten the Ninth

3 Amendment to the Constitution, which states that certain

4 rights adhere naturally to the people whether or not the

5 Constitution spells them out specifically. The right to

6 life is certainly one such right.

7 I mentioned earlier that nuclear power is a hazard

8 even bef ors a plant goes into operation. It does this by

9 guaranteeing that people are going to be poisoned for

10 thousands of years by radon and its daughter products,

11 brought to the surf ace of the earth in the course of mining

12 the uranium needed to operate nukes. Had these substances

13 remained in the earth they would have done no harm.

O 14 This process of death is further increased by the

15 f act that there are emissions of radioactive substances both
16in the normal and abnormal operations of the nuclear f'tel

17 cycle. And last but certainly not least, we have the

18 nuclear wastes, some of which are among the most

19 carcinogenic substances man has ever created.

20 Nuclear power plants can operate legally simply

21 because they are licensed to operate by the NRC. The NRC is

22 operating legally because Congress lenislated it into

23 existence to issue such licenses.

() 24 But what has all this to do with justice and

25 natural rights? Congress has no authority to issue murder
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1 licenses. Moreover, Congress could have no such authority,(}
2 simply because one of the rights protected by the

3 Constitution is the natural right to justice and to life.

4 If the Congress of the United States can permit

5 the NRC to deprive people of life without due process of

6 law, and if the Supreme Court turns its head from realizing

7 this, as it did in declaring the Price-Anderson Act to be

8 constitutional, where are the guarantees that far worse

9 in'ustices and violations of human rights will not be

to . r.ied through in the future? There is no justice in the

11 use of nuclear energy.

12 In closing, I would like to say that the NRC has

13 proven itself to be incapable of ensuring the public safety

14 and that they, along with PPCL and the entire nuclear

15 industry, should be buried along with the poisonous vastes

16 they have helped create.

17 Thank you.

18 CHAIRMAN GLEASONs Thank you.

l
19 That concludes our session for limited appearances

20 this evening. We will commence our evidentiary hearing at

21 9 :00 o' clock tomorrow morning. And there will be another

l
22 opportunity for limited appearances and requests to do so in

23 Berwick Friday the 22rd of October at the Hotel Cologne.

| () 24 Thank you all very much for coming.

25 (Whereupon, *.t 9:39 p.m., the hea ring was

()
|
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