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Department of Nuclear Engineering

M Ward Hall
Manhattan, Kansas 66506
913-532-5624-w

October 14, 1981
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Mr. James R. Miller, Chief Ig ')sStandardization and Special Projects Branch -

Division of Licensing ; 00T161981* "-
JNuclear Regulatory Commission * p% N'a - a m me

(

Washington, D. C. 20555

RE: License R-88 7

Docket 50-188 te

Dear Sir:

This is to report an event which took place ca the afternoon of
12 Oct 81, at the KSU TRIGA MkII Nuclear Reactor Facility. The reactor
having been previously checked-out and operated during the day, an
operator attempted to start up. It was discovered that no power was
available to energize the solenoid valve to apply compressed air to,

! the transient rod. The reactor was then shut down. The transient rod
itself was fully inserted in the core and the transient rod shock
absorber was in its fully down position. Maintenance was undertaken by
the Reactor Supervisor, with an operator at the console. The cause of the
power failure was a broken a.c. power connection at pin 22 of connector;

'

J301. During removal of the connector, the free a.c. power 31ne made
intermittant contact with the solenoid-valve-actuating-signal line at
pin 23 of the connector. Thus, during removal of the connector, air
pressure was intermittently applied to the transient rod. Of course,
with the shock absorber in its fully down position, the transient rod
remained fully inserted in the core. Electrical repairs were made,
functional performance tests were carried out, and the reactor is
again operational.

Sincerely,

@f f.
Richard E. Faw, Director
KSU Nuclear Reactor Facility
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cc: N. D. Eckhoff
U.S. N.R.C., Region IV
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