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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Glenn Brown, Chief, Technical Inspection Branch XN/

~
-

; Region IV N(r ys 9/

FROM: H. J. Pettengill, Section Leader
Operating Facilities Section II
Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch

i SUBJECT: ATLAS MINERALS

'

It has come to my attention that Atlas Minerals inte' ids to modify their
respiratory protection program. In a letter from R. E. Blubabgh, Atlas
Minerals, to P. Garcia NRC, dated July 22, 1981 Atlas Minerals submitted
a modification to their respiratory protection program. This change was
initiated because of recent complaints from suployees about the discomfort
involved when wearing full face cartridge type respirators in the hot,

sunener temperatures.>

Atlas Minerals intends to change from a full face cartridge type respirator4

to the Airstream High Efficiency Air Purifying System (Model AH-3) by
i Racal Airstream. Inc. This device has been approved by NIOSH and MSHA,

however they do not assign 'a protection factor. The licensee intends to use
a protection factor of 1000 for exposure calculations with the use of this

i respirator.
1
# The Office of Standards Development (OSD) of the NRC does not feel that this

helmet type respirator fits into any one category described in Regulatory
Guide 8.15. In recent independent studies on this device, the results
demonstrated protection factors varying from 20-3000. The Los Alamos Scientific
Labo:atory is currently evaluating this respirator and the results of this
evaluation shall be available within one month. Until the completion of
that study, OSD and WMUR cannot assign a pmtection factor to the use of
this specific respirator.

:

The licensee was informed of these findings in a September 1,1981 telephone
conversation between R. E. Blubaugh Atlas Minerals and P. Garcia, NRC. The
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SEP 21 198?Mr. Glenn Brown -2-

contents of this letter were discussed in a September 3,1981 telephone
conversation between C. Cain, of your staff and S. Jones of mine.

Orig D316iE#i

.H. J. Pettengill, Section Leader
Operating Facilities Section II
Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch

Dist:
PDR

~139F
WMUR r/f
NMSS r/f
WM r/f
Mill file

I&E 6 fc p E
PGarcia
HPettengill
DMartin
JLinehan
BFisher
RAScarano
REBrowning
JBMartin
SJones

a .. /

. . . W'MU R . .f. . . . .W..MUR. . . . . P'. J'J,f. . .wi.r..g2.. . .g.MU. .R. /.g .2./. . .
F"W Jomer >

. . ... .. ..... .... . ...... . ... .. ......... . . ................gones
svanaut> . . . P G. .a. .r.c. .i. . . . . .H. .P.e.t. .t. e. .n. g i. .l. .l. . . .. .S. . .f.s. 6. .A.t. t.'. .O. s*............. . .. . . .. . ..... .... ... .. . . . . .. ....

9/2. . . ./. ../ 81..gj.g....g........... ./h./81. ...//I, /81 9/9our>
...... ... . . .. .. ....... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ .. ..........

une ronu m oo. o uncu 02' OFFICIAL RECORD COPY ]


