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C 7 NEW MEXICO
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COM - TTEES
oAy Zlnied Dlates Henale
APPROPRIATIONS WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

BANNMING. HOUSING, AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

INTELLIGENCE

May 27, 1981

The Honorable John Ahearne

Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20%55

Dear Mr. Ahearne:

- Please find attached a copy of a letter which I have
received from Thomas Baca, Director of the Environmental
Improvement Division of the State of New Mexico. .o - L

The let.or is self-explanatory. I would appreciate
your responding to the issues raised by the letter as to
the intent of the Nuclear Regulatory Commiszion on the
issve of State assuming regulatory authority over uranium
milling operations.

t does appear that the time constraints place the
State in an impossible position. Would you support
legislation extending the time limit imposed By the Uranium
Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act of 19787

Sincerely,

rison H. Schmitt

HHS/LM/d
Attachment

CORRESPONDERCE rom



Bruce King
GOVERNOR
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ENVIRONMENTA! IMPROVEMENT DIVISION SECQRETARY

P.O. Box 268, Sant: Fe, New Mexico 7503 * -
(505) 827-5271 Loy J. Gordon, M.S.. M.P.H.

DEPUTY SECRETARY

Thomas E. Bara, M.P.H., Director
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“ne Yonorarle FParrison F. Schritt p— =
'nited States Senatcr 4 —
748 Puesel]l fenate Cfc. Plda. = -

e P s
{asbinoten, D.C. 20510

Dear fenator Schritt:

vew lexico's reculatéry avthority over wuranium rillire ie arproschine a crisis
-ich ray recvire Cenoressional action if Mew Mexice is to continve such reculatorv
authority after Foverber, 19€1. -

i eituation arises from Section 204(h)(3) of the Uranium MMiT1 Teilinos Pacdiation
Cortrol Act of 167F, as amended, the last sentence cf which states:

12, at the end of such tlree-vear perio®, a State ras ncot entered into
such an anreement with respect te byprofuct raterial, es defined in
Ca

ection 11 e(2) of the 2tomic Prercv 2ct of 1084, the Cormission shall
have authority over such hyproduct rmaterial,

lear from Dr. Zhearme's letter of January 29, 1°R]1, sppended herewith, that
1

It is ¢©
she M8, "™eclear Peculatory Cormissior (NPC) intends to commly with the cuoted

rrevicion of the 2et.  Althouch the Mct cave states three years to achieve an
amerded acreerent, the MPC conered tvo of the three vears hrefcre estarlishing

rerulations defiring minimue stanfards. Flerents of the uranine industry helieve
trat the technicel rasis for adoption of the !PC regulaticns is Aeficient and have
filed suit in tre 10th Circuit 0.8, Convrt of Agree

iled sui sreele, e have zshed the I™C for
relief zs indicated by the attached letter of 2rril 15, 1971,
1+ armeers cuestionahle whrether the afditional reculetiens aprropriste for l'ev

lco can he adcpted an® an amended aareerent accomrlished hv Yiovember, 10R],

rerticularly in light of the pendino litigstion crallenaine 1PC's resvlatiens,

“rerefore, I ack that vou give urwent corsideration tec Jenislation changing the
ructed section to read five rather then three veasres, or such other relief es you

ray find appropriaste so as to preserve New I!ovice's reaulatory avthority over
pranium milling rather than Jese it to the I'PC,
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Sincerely,
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