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September 11, *.081

PRELIMINAQY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-II-81-72

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interess significance. The information is as initially received without verifi-
cation or evaluation, and is basically al nown by IE staff on this date.
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At 3:00 a.m. on September 10, a leak from t s

piping tunnel was detected by increases in the count rue on local instruments.
Airborne activity levels in the area were 39xMPC. The principal isotopes were
xenon-133 and -135. Rubidium-88 was less than MPC. No environmental releases occurred
as indicated by the auxiliary building exhaust monitor.

Approximately 55 persons showed minor contamination ,n their clothing. The contamina-
tion decayed off within thirty minutes. Whole bcdy counts showed no internal deposi-
tion. The airborne activity had decayed to less than 25% of MPC by 9:00 a.m. Normal
ac:ess to the building was resumed at 2:00 p.m.

This event involved no off-site releases or significant personnel expcsures. This PN
is issued for information because of media interest. The NRC does not plan to issue a
press release. TVA placed this information on their recorded public affairs telephone
information line.

The State of Tennessee has been informed.

Region II (Atlanta) received notification of this occurrence by telephone from the
resident inspector at 10:00 a.m. on September 10. This information is current as of
2:00 o.m. on September 10.

Contact: G. L. Troup, RII 242-4664
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