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Cen.lemen:
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OR

We have reviewad yonr submittal supporting a requést for amendment of
Source Material Licease No., SUA-1358 to enlarge the tailings system at

the White

Mesa Uranium Mill, Based on this review we have identiflied the

need for additional information regarding the construction of Cell 3 ard

Cell 3 saf

following

ety dike (Cell 4 Jdite). Information pertaining to the
items shculd be subritted no later than September 25, 1981, for

NRC revi-w:

xl

It is likely that the Cell 2 safety dike (Cell % Fike) has
hecome covered with some vegetation since {ts completion,
Proviae a discussion of procedures for vegetation removal prior
to placement of the liner subgrade.

During .he receant site visii to inspezt the Cell i
construction, a copy of >tar: Technical Position WM-8101,
"Design, Installation, and Operation of Natural and Synthetic
Liners at Uranium Recovery Facilities' was presented to you,
This technical position details certain ch-nges in NRC
requirements regarding liners and leak detection sys*ems.
Based on Section 3.5 of this document, provide information
regarding a proposed leak ‘etectior system for Cell 3. 1In
particular, provide permeabilities of the base rock and the
sand material to be used as the smooth subgrade under the
liner. The sand subgrade can be used as a layer to transmit
potential leaks to a system of perforated pipes. It is
Jesirable that the sand layer have a permeability of at least
two orders of magnitude greate. than the permeability of the
rock base. If a perforated pipe network is not practical,
alternate proposals will be considered.
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3. Coarse tallings material obtained trom Cell £ 1s propesed for
use as the liner cover material in Cell 3. Provide a
discussior ot methods to be -ised to eliminate blowing of that
portion of the cover that wiil be exposed to periods of drying.

If you have any questions regarding these natters, please contact
Mr. Daniet Gillen ot my statt at (301) 42/-6088,

Criginal Sigaed by

5. E. Martig .

Davi K, Martin, Section Leader
New Faciiitles Section

Uranium Recovery Licensing Hranch
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