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SURJECT: COMPLETION OF GENMERIC ITEM B-24 AMD TMI ACTION ITEM I1.E.4.2.5

In our letter of Moverher 28, 1078, we fdentified the cemeric concerns of
ouraing and venting of containments to all operating reacter licensees and
reauested your response to these coacerns. Our review of vour response for
Farley Unit 1 was intcorupted by the ™I accident and its dewmands un staff
resources. GConsequently, as you know, an Interim Position on containment
puraine and ventine was transmitted to you on October 23, 1979, VYou were
reauested to impiement short-tern corrective actions to remain in cffect
pending completfon of our longer-term review of your response to our November
28, 1978 letter. Our longer-term review 1s now complete,

(iver the nast several months we and our contractors have been reviewing the
responses to our Novemher 19731 letter to close cvut our lena=-term review of
this rather complex fssue. The components of this review are as follows:

1. Conformance tr Standard Review Plan Section 6.2.4 Revision 1 and
Aranch Techni.al Position €S8 &-4 Revision 1.

Thece documents were provided as enclosures te our Novenber 1978
letter.

2. Valve Operabiifley

Althaush the Interis Position of October 1979 allowed blockino of

the valves at partial-open positions, this was indeod an interin
position. Earlier we requested a program demonstrating opevability
of the valves i~ accordance with our “"Gufdelines for Demonstrative
Operability of Purae and Vent Valves." These uuidelines were sent
to vou in our letter of September 27, 1979, There is an accertable
alternative which you may wish to consfder in Vieu of completing

the valve aualification progcram for the larcer butterfly-tyvpe valves.
This would be the ‘nstallatior of a fully-qualified minf-purge system
with valves %-inches or smaller to hypass the larger valves. Such

a syster chanqe might prove more timely and more cost-effective.

The svetem would meet STP CSE A-4 ftem B.1.c.
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Safety Actuation Sional Override

This involves the review of safety actuation signal circuits to en-
sure that overriding of one safety actuation signal does not alse
cause the bypass of any other safety actuation signal.

Containment Leakage Due to Seal Deterforation

Position 2.4 of the 812 CSB 6-4 requires that provisions be made to
test the availability of the isoletion function and tie leakage rate
of the is0lation valves in the vent and purge lines, individually,
during reactor operations. Gut CSE 6-4 does not explain when or how
these tests are to be performed. Enclosure 1 is an amplification of
af Position B.4 concerning these tests.

Containment Pressure Setpoint for Containment [solation

Position 5, Item 11.£.4.2 of NUREG-0737, is the only part of ltem
11.£.4.2 which was not part of the oriaotinial generiz concern relating
to containment purgina nd venting., However, it relates to Generic
Item R-24 and 1s included herein,

The status of our long-term review completions of the above items for the Joseph

ey Unit lNo. 1 facility 1s as follows:

Conformance to Standard Reviev Plan Section 6.2.4 Revision 1
and uranch technical Position CSE A-4 Eevision 1.

Ve have comnleted our review. However, since there may be some mis-
understandinag recarding the use of containment purge/vent valves, a
restatenent of salient features of the position as interpreted by the
stzff is provided in Enclosure 2 to assist in your understanding of
this important matter. Enclosure 3 1s our Safety Evaluation Report
‘3FR) for this item. Certain plant modifications, as discussed in our
SFR, will assure compliance with the NRC positions stated in the SER.
We will condition the operating license accordincly to show your

modi fication schedule with the next .mendment to be issued.

Valve Operability

e have completed our veview. Enclosure 4 {1s our SER for this item.

The 48-inch butterfly valves will be kept closed except for operational
modes 5 and 6, The l8-inch butterflv valves may be open during modes

1.4 for safety related reasons. However, your staff should continue vith
the 3-inch system dosfan or with the alternate 8-inch system design to meet
nTP 38 6-4 item B.1.c. Techni:al Specification changes may be accomplish-
ed during *he current uparadina tc the Unft Mo. 2 type specifications.
‘lowever, you may urovide a separate license amendment request alen, with
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[t is intended that the above proposed surveillance specification be apnlied
to the active purge/vent lines, as well as passive purge lines: 1i.e., the
purge lines that are administratively controlled closed during reactor oper-
ating modes 1-4. The reason for including the passive purge iines is that
8-2U is concerned wtih the potential adverse effect of seasonal weather con-
ditions on the integrity of the isolation valves. Consequentiy, passive
purge lines must also be included in the surveillance program.

The purpose of the leakage integ: ity tests of the isclation valves in the
containment purge and vent lines is to identify exce.sive degradaticn of
the resilient seats for these valves. Therefore, they need nct be conducte:
with the precision required for the Type C icolation vaive tests in 12 CFR
Part 50, Appendix .. These tests would be performed in addition to the
quantitative Type C tests required by Appendix J and would not relieve ine
licensee of the responsibility to conform to the requirements of Appendix ..
In view of the wide variety of viive types and seatinc materials, tae
acceptance criteria for such tescs should be developed on a plant-specific
basis.
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{CLOSURE 2

Furging/venting should be minimized during reactor cperaticn

because the plant is inherently safer with closed vent valves

(containment) than with open lines which recuire valve action to

provide containment., (Serious consideraticn is beiry given to

ultimately reguiring thﬁt future plants be designed such that

pur3ing/venting is nct required during oceration).

Some purging/venting cq'cur:ent plants wilil be permitted provided

that:

a) porg.ng is needed 2nd justified for safety purpeses, and

b) valves are judged by the stzff to be both operable and
reliable, and

¢) the estimated imount of radiczcts vity released during the
time required to-close the valve(s) following a LOCA either

i. does not cause the total dose t0 excsed the 10 CFR Pars

o

tiarough sach particular valve, or

ii. zzuses the total cose to exceed the guiceline valves;

“3

then purging/venting shall be 1imited to €0 hours/year.
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