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RESPONSE TO ENFORCEMENT ACTION 81-29

Gentlemen:

Georgia Power Company hereby submits the following in response to your
letter dated April 7,1981, regarding alleged violations due to inadequacies
in the radiation control program as identified by PPC Region II I&E
Inspection Report Nos. 50-321/80-50 and 50-366/80-50:

A. VIOLATION

10 CFR 20.105 (b)(1) requires that no licensee shall possess, use or
transfer licensed material in such a manner as to create in any
unrestricted area radiation levels which, if an individual were
continuously present in the area, could result in his receiving a
dose in excess of two millirems in any one hour.

Contrary to the above, radiation levels of 10 millirems per hour at
three feet above the surface were measured in the waste oil storage
area, an area not restricted for purposes of radiation control.

RESPONSE

1. Admission or oenial of the alleoed violation:

Georgia Power Company acknowledges that the alleged violation
did occur as stated above and was reported to the NRC in
Special Report No.1-sp-80-3 dated December 31, 1980.

2. The reason for the violation if admitted:

The violation occurred because the procedure for sampling waste
oil was deficient in that it did not require thorough mixing
prior to sampling and analysis. The ground contamination at
the waste oil storage area apparently came from quantitles of
water in the bottom of the waste oil drums being discharged to
the ground after the oil was removed from the drums.
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3. Corrective steps which have been taken and the results achieved:

Upon discovery of the contaminated soil, the area was roped
off, the soil removed, and placed in drums for shipment to a
licensed burial site. A thorough investigation was made which
included radiation surveys of waste oil dealer business
locations, where no levels of radioactivity above background
was found. Offsite transfer of all salvage materials including
waste oil was stopped until a review of the procedure affecting
the release of these materials was made. In addition, a
radiation survey of the accessible plant site area was
conducted to determine if any other contaminated areas
existed. None were found. Procedures involving the sampling,
analysis, and release of materials to unrestricted areas
including waste oil, were reevaluated and revised to prevent a
recurrence of this problem. The applicable plant procedure was
revised and approved on January 23, 1981.

The contents of waste oil drums are now thoroughly mixed,

| sampled and analyzed prior to being released to an unrestricted
' area. In addition, they are re-surveyed using a portable

scintillation detector when placed in storage at the waste oil
storage area, and are surveyed once more before being released
to a waste oil dealer.

4. Corrective steps which will be taken to avoid further_
violations:

Steps taken to date constitute sufficient corrective action.

5. The date when full compliance will be achieved:

Full compliance with the requirements of 10 CFR 20.105 (b)(1)
was achieved on Dacember 6, 1980 (the day of discovery) when

: the area was roped off to restrict unauthorized personnel. The'

plant site radiation survey of unrestricted areas was completed
on February 5, 1981, and indicated no other contaminated or
radiation areas existed in unrestricted areas in excess of the
above requirements.

B. VIOLATION

Technical Specification 6.8.1.a requires that written procedure be
established, implemented and maintained covering the activities as
recommended in Appendix A of Regulatory Guide 1.33, Revision 2,
February 1978. Appendix A.7 specifies procedures for control of
radioactivity.
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Contrary to the above, procedures for the control of radioactivity
were inadequate in that they did not provide for obtaining

} representative samples of the contents of waste oil drums. As a
result, a substantial potential existed for release of radioactivity
to unrestricted areas.

RESPONSE

1. Admission or denial of the alleoed violation:

Georgia Power Company acknowledges that the alleged violation
.' did occur as stated above.

2. The reason for the violation if admitted:

The alleged violation was apparently caused by an oversight of
the laboratory supervision.

3. Corrective steps which have been taken and the results achieved:

As indicated in Violation A, the affected procedure was
reviewed and revised to incorporate thorough mixing of the
contents of waste oil drums prior to sampling. This change in
the procedure has resulted in more representative samples of4

oil being obtained.

4. Corrective steos which will be taken to avoid further

violations:

Steps taken to date constitute sufficient corrective actions.

5. The date when full compliance will be achieved:

1 Full compliance was achieved on January 23, 1981, when the
procedure revision was approveJ.

Georgia Power Company identified, corrected, and reported the alleged
violation to NRC in a timely manner. On our own initiative, contaminated
soil was promptly removed and waste oil samples from vendor facilities were
collected and analyzed with no radiation indicated above background levels.

,| Georgia Power Company has acted in good faith. Enclosed as payment for the
civil penalties imposed is a check for $15,000. Although you have taken into'

account our acting in a prompt manner by your mitigation of the Severity
Level III base civil Denalty value, we are still shocked by the amount of the
fine.
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W. A. Widner states that he is Vice President of Georgia Power Company and is
authorized to execute this oath on behalf of Georgia Power Company, and that
to the best of his knowledge and belief the facts set forth in this letter
are true.

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY

By: M 7/ 7M s g
W. A. widner

Sworn to andL sbbscribed before me this 30th day of April,1981.

Jhh.
./ Notary Public,

g'gg g' Notary Public, Georgia, State at Large
., ,i My Commission Dpires Sept. 20,1983

Enclosure
<

xc: M. Manry
R. F. Rogers, III
Director;3RC Region II ~5:
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