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- Dear Mr. Ebneter:
w
&F ! SUBJECT: VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION> >

,* DOCKET.N0. 50/395
m . OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-12

-

SPECIALREPORT:(SPR90-015)
u

'

This : Special Report . is 'being submitted by South Carolina Electric & Gas
_

; Company (SCE&G)- pursuant ' to TecMical ' Specification 6.9.2 as ' required by
' Action-30 of Specification 3.3.3.1, Item Ic.

db LSpecial Report-90-013 was submitted October 12, 1990, and in part, stated the
A following:'

a ,,

' On: September 25,1990 RM-G7, the Reactor Building, Hi-Range, Area=

radiation'. monitorJ appeared to .be. alarming spuriously and was
cdeclared; inoperable. and removed from service. Investigation'

revealed that even' though RM-G7 was functioning and indicating1

' properly, -spurious 1 alarms would occur -occasionally during the
* / activation of thel Electronic Check Source--(ECS)... Extensive, ,

!w Ltroubleshooting.was: performed and demonstrated that the monitor and
-detectoro were.ffunctioning properly.< The. troubleshooting has->

= indicated thatt the;most'. probable cause of.Lthe ( spurious . alarm 'is
slight contamination (i;e.s -dirt, dust, : etc.) : on 'a connector in-.. ,

" itheocircuit. Due ~ to ' power' operations ='and 11ocation of these'
,,

4 connectors more extensive troubleshooting.could not be performed'to
"'

; confirmt this. This; problem will- not inhibit' RM-G7 from performing
its intended function - but can interfere' with the feedback .of the<

; ECS ! signal 5 toL~the ; monitor, thus causing spurious- alarms.
Engineering has provided Operations:with directions for determining, 4

.

'

i .whether an alarm on' RM-G7: is" spurious ~ or -indicative: of an actual'

4 --problem. . RM-07. was Lplaced -in service' for. monitoring on October 5, .1

: '1990,: and was declared. operable' on October 8,1990, ef ter no other
problems.were found.- ,

- .'0'n October 14, 1990;;RM-G7=. was again declared inoperable. During the ECS
checkia " trouble alarm" condition was' being indicated. The' duration of the-7

'

strouble condition increased such that an " alarm" ' condition would remain .
actuated.
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Troubleshooting continues to indicate that the fault is inside containment
(Reactor Building) and repairs cannot be performed at this time. Repairs are ;

presently scheduled for the next refueling outage or the 'next cold shutdown i
of sufficient duration.- As required by Technical Specifications, an ;
alternate method of monitoring has been initiated.

Should there be any= questions, please call us at your convenience.
]

Very truly yours.

John L. Skolds
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HUCLEAR EXCELLENCE - A SU M ER TRADITION! !,

!

* _ ______._____.____________________.._._.L__'._.__________'___ _ _ _ _ 1 .. _ . . . _i


