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| NRC o'oking at '3ac ' weis |~

LOS ANGELES (AP)- The Nuclear
: Regulatory Commission is investigating substandard wclds in the nucicar power

claims by a former engineer who said reactors that Bechtel built..
,

Wednesday that serious welding flaws "The,r,e is great potential for safety
.

at nuclear power plants in San Onofre, 3 said Kent, who was fired by
.

and 3tidiand, 3fich., pose high safety Bechteilast Afarch because he failed to
,

risks.-

ss al ifi tien 61'

NRC spokesman Jim llanchett con-
firmed the NRC was looking into com- . Kent claimed the welds on piping and<

plaints made by 56-year-old Elmo Eart electrical system supports are impor-
- -

.

Kent of Cypress, a former quality con- tant to the cooling system that keeps re-
'

trol inspector for Bechtel Power Inc. actors from melting,
.

Kent claimed he had tried with little If the welds fail, he said, the pipes-

and conduits could break, threateningst cess to get the company to rectify the cooling system.,
-

. -
-

e

p

*

s o
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33[ dei. beck On HanjOrd pakrOL
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N ,iT F .~cNTpq Kent" who is now out of worki " what was to prove a proio ed ' Whistle blown h a1 in Cypress, Calif., confirmed ne"o* 4rn m.
N] Ir ' .4 strike and loc 4out.

./;U ) #'. h . I 4' , W, .'. '. : was bred twice, and that Hetre!

[% fYg,'V aj
The state legislature ha'd ap- A lierald story on a Bechtel

( * p .| . .' 4 . U - ). had been on the inquiry board. c
*7 [ 7 '".p spointed a s[S' books, the- State from the past for two llanford

whi' tle blower was like a voice1 ecial auditor to over- s

h[,";5CM." '.; , . ' ";/ g ('
.' N see WPP . . ' But he said he sent a eme pac.e.

!
''

/.< - . . u, ,i
~

h.f ' Senate was pl.mning a forma!.in- welding engineers. telegram, nnd that it was' the"

The story told how the Nu " 'I' | d'E' ,, . , m.:
' ,

- | . ' ' ' M, vestigation mto the utility /.and * ' ' , . . shadow of the harrage ba!!oon,
clear Regulatory Commission .E! s.1.UJ.. I'J not a curtain from it, that'was '.

*' ' ' ' ' ~ Bonneville Power Administra - r

? ,;,,.W'..h- 'Q d.a.".4
supposed to s'op distortion. !!c ,ih tion was breathing down had launched tivo full scale in- i "'

! W M@ h'i.#.h d t first firing and that the inquiry
& qf D *6 O said he was " framed ** for the ..vesti 7

So the board asked for, and re . Midkations of nuc! car plants at 'f|| D
/ 1- WPPSS' neck. -

'./ I and, Mich., and San .

ceived, Strand's resignation. Onofre, Calif..- built and engi- i.q. N , . ( ' ,'. ' ,' ' ' ' '.p , , . board was a setup bec:Nse it was
'''

/ a

' -

% . ;,p *. a headed by a man who had been* : '' ' ' -
- Strand stayed as acting ma- neered by Bechtel.'

r f'', "@';b', %,,/ \%j''.
-

. .p,
), Navy contract administrator *naging director until Bob The investigations were: ' ' ; r - w- 1 Ferguson was hired in August prompted by comp!aints by E.

..

l,.' when Litton "got millions of do! ,g..g. :.
'

l p " ", " [1.(f* % ,
!ars in Navy contract work" and

'

1980. Strand was retained as n' Earl f.ent, a quality control enpi- t .

$ }?. .I ''h"% ['[[,-
. when he retired was hired by0 n.. -i onds carry- consultant. neer fired by Bechtel, that we.d- 'l '

n

ths last day on the pay, books in practices at both plants led to
** *' ,

* ' Litton. .
.i. wrest rnte. e .

' *' Kent said that was a conflict -
.

was rela- at WPPSS was Feb. 25, 1981., "t ousarids" of substandard h -

of interest, and maintains thatl must have. '

i <'q ,4, , , , , , .wefds on critical pipe and c!cc- . .

orts .
dy ,A W 9 million pounds of junk steel -

,

trical sup8eja v.u for Don !!ctzel, , ih.P',,
" "' " "! I I"5 , *

- -

' Herald In Playboy
.

went into, the consuucD.the timeon of k ;
' which was rusting at'"i to tenr at It was : r-

.

a senk wdng en neer whh NEIL STRAND
December .ity llerald made the

The Tri Chis J'ob he " Burns and Litton ships.to

issue of Playboy. 2, and Orv. Roe on i anford No.
,

iact on No ille ones, a welding .The 57. year old welding engl 'i mechanical in the letters to the editor sec- -

engineer with Vashmgton Pub- In one case, !!etzel sa.d, Kent neer said he went to the Alliancei
m a special tinn was that picture of wbat ap- Uc Power Sul y s'em. wanted tungsten steel around n for Survival, a California anti-.noctors to peared to he a nude wcman exhaust so thick andBoth worke Kent at Lit-

turbme,t.would have sunk the nuke group, when neither Bech.strolling; down a beach in lla- t n !ndustnes Advanced Manne heavy i tel nor the NRC would listen toih.i: No.2 waii with a man., chnolo y Division at Culvel ship, him.
.

in a !!crald = City.r ti. hind It wns run in Ma

ad by a car dealeIlawanan vacat,r o fering a free
. o overcome t! e proble ofall in 1971 i

w.n com.

ion to anyone inquiry convened by Litton after ' distorted liy heat from the sun,i story on Ment he called Bechtel
a h wo, es he

m restnetive who b ught a new car. .

*
Kent sent "a 26 page telegram to Kent ' suggested canvass sus to' explain Kent's backgroun f. .

ear a biki . President Nixon, claiming that pended by barrage balloons to !!ctre! has sgoken to officials 'e $1 w :unn wa from the NRC, and reportersn. t
.n mg process stripped the two sh,ips we were designmh

create a shadow, said !!etzel.
n, t'ju.1; e

-

n .I with the and building for the Navy wouk "We worked it out that with a from Los Angeles and San Diego
. nclear plants ier o

.ald create a bunch of. widows and balleon 3,000 feet high we newsparms about Kent..

stnf e ratl e clumsil'y drew a rphans," said tietzel. would get protection for only a But NRC officials,said they
if tzel recalls that the tele- few %urs in the morning." were. investigating the two ,Umn. Strand,s 1950 style swim ' suit on the gram was dispatched after !!cti When fictzel fired Kent and p! ants Kent comp!ainted about,i.cm 157.500 to

gfhavebeen ,g. "Fra'nson of Kennewick * zel 0, red Kent. ''We were ' . Kent, dent, his te!cgram to thenot Kent himself.wg
sent

submitted the before and'aftdr deugning and build,mg m,ditary. Presi Litton hired Kent Jim 1,lanchet t, NRC spokes-* ""d he been
slups wah a life of 25 years. back while an inquiry. board man, said he expects snme pre-

D'five pl.mts sh.ots to Playboy which ran the We'd specify matermis with a considered lu,s clanns. ' Iimin a r y Iindin g on :he<
s

' in :
""#s u e 1icadline,

Q'V"',"D ]I r t life of 30 years and Kent wanted When the claims were dis- investigatmn later this week,'

..dhon. Money
to specify material that would missed, IIctzel said Kent was though the final report won't ber"M 9.23 per-

*
-

,,,,
last 100 years." fired again, released until for a munth.

, '

. as st.inng at ..

. j
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MEMORANDUM OF TELECON

SUBJECT: ALLEGED WELOING RELATED DEFICIENCIES AT SAN ONOFRE

TELECON PARTICIPANTS: John O' DEL'l (L. A. Times Investigative Reporter)
and D. F. KIRSCH, Region V

John O' DELL's telephone number is (714) 493-8474

1. $r. 0 DELL related that certain allegations regarding welding
practice had been relayed to him by an alleger on about September 27,
1982. Mr. O' DELL relayed the alleger's' work experience and history'.
Mr. O' DELL would not reveal the alleger's name.

2. Based upon the allegation topics relayed by Mr. O' DELL, I felt that
I knew the alleger's name and concerns.

3. I relayed who I believed to be the alleger's name to Mr. O' DELL,
*

who confirmed that this individual was the alleger. The alleger's
name is E. Earl KENT. Mr. O' DELL would not give me the alleger's -
telephone number but relayed that he would ask the alleger to contact-
either myself or Phil JOUROFF. Our telephone numbers wer.e.provided ' ,

. .

to Mr. O' DELL.
-
_

4. The allegations relayed by .'4r. O' DELL were the subject of a licensee
investigation of concerns bru.ght to their attention by the alleger
on September 7,1982. The licensee informed the inspector of the .

allegations, their investigative actions, and conclusions during.an
inspection conducted during the week of September 13,'1982. The

allegations and NRC findings are documented in NRC Inspection Report-
50-361/82-27, paragra ph 6, herewith attached. .

5. Mr. O' DELL was informed of this report, the allegation specifics,
and certain knowledge of the licensee's investigation conclusions'

by mysel f.

6. Mr. O' DELL could not provide any other specific allegations and
stated that he had not yet transcribed about 1.5_ hours of inter-
view ta pe.

.

'7. Mr. O' DELL stated that if he decided to publi sh this story, he
would contact the NRC.

:
.

.
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- .gn eLAc tions to i.esolu AP,. giu.
-

_

that on September 7, .1952, certain allegations had been received byDuring the course of the i:.s;:.uivo 'the licensee notified the inspector
.

*

*

SCE regarding welding adequacy at SONGS 2- and 3.
previously employed at SONGS by Cechtel Power Corporation.The alleger had beenThe allegersconcerns were:

.

Allegation 1:
The welding requirements of AWS Dl.l.regardin

.

"end returns" sere not being complied with on pipe hangers, g -
electrical struts and structural steel. In addition,.it was
alleged that "end return" requirements were not shown on design / .detail drawings.

. .

missingontheupp[erinsidedoorhi,ngeoftheUnit2c,ontainmentpacer plate _was believed,'byLthe alleger, to be
Allegation 2: A. '

'

personnel hatch.
-

.

Allegation 3:
the ASME Section III welding standards regarding socket weldThe alleger believed that Bechtel had misinterpreted.

.

>

appropriate code relief. engagement length without initiating a code case ~and obtaining

Allega' tion 4: Based upon numerous spelli .

.

testing reports, the allegc-c-believed t.ha,ng errerr in nondestructive - ', ,

',. _ _ . "

t the quality of. non-
destructive'examthations performed by Peabody Testing. personne); raybe questionable. .

_L(The concern here appears to center.on' the ~ ~qualifications and capabilities of testin
. personnel make frequent spelling errors.)g personnel .if those ',

The inspector reviewed the licensee's actions'to resolve these; allegations
.-

'. ' ~

by discussions with licensee. personnel and rxamination o,f document'ation.
!

The licensee appeared to have taken comprehensive investigative actionand adequately addressed all issues. ~

not substantiate any allegation. The licensee''s investigation did -
,

This item is considered closed.
.7. Exit Interview

\- -

at the conclusion of the inspection on SeptemberThe~ inspectors met with licensee representatives (denoted in paragraph 1),
. .

17, 1982 ._ the inspection scope and findings. and discussed
i

t

.

b
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- San Lic.nte, California

Docket lios. 50-361 & 50-362 Site Area Emergency
General Emergency..

SUBJECT: MEDIA INTEREST IN WELDING ALLEGATIONS
X ilot Applicable

- A forrr.er Sechtel Powe'r Corporation quality control inspector has made public allega-
tions concerning welding practices at San Onofre Units 2 and 3. The Region V office
was previously aware of the allegations. Widespread media interest is occurring
in Southern California 2

Region V was made aware of the allegations concerning San Onofre during a routine
inspection at the site in early September. The alleger had raised his concerns
with the licensee, Southern California Edison Company. Region V inspectors reviewed
the licensee's investigation and concluded that the licensee had taken comprehensive
investigative action and adequately addressed all issues. The item was considered
closed.

On October 6, a Los Angeles Times investigative reporter contacted Region V concerning
the alleger and his concerns. The reporter subsequently arranged for the alleger
to call Region V directly. The alleger then expressed some concerns in addition
to those he had raised with the licensee earlier. The Los Angeles Times wrote
about the all.eger and his concerns in today's editions. The alleger subsequently -

has been widely interviewed by other area media.

Region V has been responding to media inquiries, indicating that Region V plans
an inspection into the additional allegations next week.

Neither the licensee nor the NRC plane to issue a news release. Region V (San Francisco)
received notification of the tredia ss ries from an on-site inspector at 8:30 a.m.
on October 13, 1982. This information is current as of.3:00 p.m. on October 13, 1982.-

.
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