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'NRC looking at

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The Nuclear
. Regulatory Commissica is investigating

claims by a former engineer who said
© Wednesday ™at serious welding flaws
at nuclear power plants in San Onofre,
and Midland, Mich., pose high safety
risks,

NRC spokesman Jim Hanchett con-
firmed the NRC was looking into com-
plzints made by 56-yearold Elmo Farl
Kent of Cypress, a former quality con-
trol inspector for Bechtel Power Ine.

Kent claimed he had tried with little
SLocess to get the company to rectify

Thursday, Oc¢ '.‘."L’"’: 14,(_! G682

‘bad’ welds

substandard welds in the nuclear power
reactors that Bechtel built.

“There is great potentisl for safety
hazard,” said Kent, who was fired by
Bechtel last March because he failed to
pass two oral certification tests.

. Kent elaimed the welds on piping and
electrical system Supports are impor-
tant to the cooling system that keeps re-
actors from melting,

If the welds fail, he said, the Dipes
and conduits could break, threatening
the cooling system,

e e ———— . & -
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what was to prove a prolonged
strike and lockout,

The state legislature had ap-
ipointed a special auditor to over-
see WPPSS' booxs, the bSiate
Senate was planning a formal in-
vestigation into the utility, and
Bonneville Power Administra-
tion was breathing down
WPPSS' neck. ¢

So the board asked for, and re-
ceived, Strand’s resignation.

Strand stayed as acting ma-
naging director unti! Bob
Ferguson was hired in August
1980. Strand was retained as o
consultant. ;

His last day on the pay books
ot WPPSS was Feb. 25, 1981..

L Rk ok kK

“Heraid In Playboy

The Tri-City erald made the
December issue of Playboy.

In the letters to the editor sec-
tion was that picture of what ap-
peared to be n nude weman
strolling down a beach in tHa-
wail with a man. S

It was run in May in a Herald '

ad by a car dealer offering a free
Jlawatian vacation !'o anyone
who bought a-new car,

In the origina! artwork the
weman was wearing a biki-
ni.. he printing process stripped
her of it. "’ .

In a subsequent ad, a Herald
stafler rather clumsily drew n
1950-style swim suit on the
woman,

Tom Franson of Kennewick
submittéd the before and’altér
shots to Playboy which ran the
nictures under- the headline,
‘Cover-up And A !all.”

P ok ke '

Whistle blown

A llerald story on a Bechte!
whistle-blower was like a voice
from the past for two !lanford
welding engineers.

The story told how the Nu-"

clear Regulatory Commission
had launched two full-scale in-

.vcs!igmions of nuclear plants at
Midland,

Mich., and San
Onofre, Calif,, built and eng-
neered by Bechte!.

The investigations were
prompted by complaints by E.
Car| Kent, e quality control ani-
neer fired by Bechtel, that weld-
'm;i practices at both plants led to
“thousands’* of substendard

“welds on critical pipe and clec-

trical supports,

It was deja vu for Don Hetze!, |

a senic~ welding en;ineer with
Burns and Roe on Hanford No.

2, and Orville Jones, o welding

engineer with Washington Pub-
lic Power Supply System,

Both worked with Kent at Lit-
ton 'ndustries Advanced Marine
Technology Division at Culver
City, Cn!i?., in 1971, !

I» fact tietze! sat on a board of
inquiry convened by Litton after
Kent sent "‘a 26-page telegram to
President Nixon, claiming that

- the two ships we were designin

and building for the Navy woulc
create a bunch of widows and
orphans,” said Hetzel,

Hetzel reca!ls that the tele-
gram was dispatched after !Hetd
ze!l fired Kent, ""We were

" designing and building military
.ships with a life of 25 years.

We'd specify materials with a
life of 30 years and Kent wanted
to specily material that would
last 100 yeors."”

:,»"-/ N s
NEIL STRAND

In one case, Hetze! said, Kent
wanted tungsten stee! around n
turbine exhaust so 'hick and
heavy it would liave sunk the
ship.

To overcome the problem of
ships under construction being

" distorter! by heat [tom the sun,

Kent suggested canvass sus-
pended by barrage balloons to
create a shacdow, said !letzel.
“We worked it out that with a
talleon 3,000 feet high we
woulc get protection for only a
few “ours in the morning."”

When Hetze! fired Kent and
Kent sent his telegram to the
Presicdent, Litton hired Xent
back while an inquiry board
considered his claims.

When the claims were dis-
missed, !etze! said
fired again.

Kent was

Kent, who !s now out of work
in Cypress, Calil., confirmed he

* was (ired twice, and that Hetze!

had been on the inquiry board.
But he saicd he sent a cne-page
telegram, and that it was the

shadow of the harrage balloon,

not a curtain from 11, that was

supposed to stop distortion. e |
said he was “framed” for the |

first firing and that the inquiry
board was a setup becr use 1t was
headed by a man who had been
Navy contract administrator
when Litton “‘got millions of dol-
lars in Navy contract work™ and
when he retired was hired by
Litton.

Kent said that was a conflict
of interest, and maintains that
9 million pounds of junk stec!
which was rusting at the time
went into the construction of the
Litton ships.

. The 57-year-old welding engi-
neer said he went 1o the Alliance
for Surviva!, a California anti-
nuke group, when neither Bech:
el nor the NRC would listen o
him,

When Jones read the Merald
story on Kent he called Bechtel
to explain Kent's backgroun-t. |

Metze! has spoken o officinls
from the NRC, and reporters
from Los Angeles and San Diego
newspar=rs nbout Kent,

But NRC officiols said they
were investigating the 'wo
plants Kent complainted about,
not Kent himse!l,

lim Hanchett, NRC spokes-
man, said he cxpects some pres

,liminary finding on the

investigation later this week,
though the Ninal report won't be
refeased until for a monti.
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11:20 a.r.
MEMORANDUM OF TELECON
SUBJECT: ALLEGED WELNING RELATED DEFICIENCIES AT SAN ONOFRE

TELECON PARTICIPANTS: John 0' DELL (L. A. Times Investigative Reporter)
and D. F. KIRSCH, Region V

John 0'DELL's telephone number is (714) 493-8374

1. Mr. O'DELL related that certain allegations regarding welding
practice had been relayed to him by an alleger on about September 27,
1932. Mr. O'DELL relayed the alleger's work experience and history.
¥~. 0'DELL would not reveal the alleger's name.

2. Based upon the allegation topics relayed by Mr. 0'DELL, 1 felt that
I knew the alleger's name and concerns.

3. I relayed who I believed to be the alleger's name to Mr. 0'DELL,
who confirmed that this individual was the alleger. The alleger's
name is E. Farl KENT. Mr. 0'DELL would not give me the alleger's
telephone number but relayed that he would ask the alleger to contact
either myself or Phil JOUROFF. Our telephone numbers were swovided . .
to Mr. O'DELL.

-
- -
-

4. The allegations relayed by '\r. 0'DELL were the subject of a licensee
investigation of concerns bru.ght to their attention by the alleger

on September 7, 1982. The licensee informed the inspector of the
allegations, their investigative actions, and conclusiors during an
inspection conducted during the week of September 13, 1982. The
allegations and NRC findings are documented in NRC Inspection Report
50-361/82-27, paragraph 6, herewith attached.

5. Mr. 0'DFLL was informed of this report, the allegation specifics,
and certain knowledge of the licensee's investigation conclusions
by myself.

6. Mr. 0'DELL could not provide any other specific allegations and
<tated that he had not yet transcribed about 1.5 hours of inter-
view tzpe.

7. Mr. O'DELL stated that if he decided to publish this story, he
would contact the NRC.




. ...-:~ ..: ;.; A -;.:.t-‘.f: e ;C:&1;C: bian o -t . i . .
referred M, O'DELL to Don SCHONE, Unit 2/3 GL/07 ° r.evigoe
for pore inforaation

D. F. Kirsch, Chief
Reactor Projects Section No. 3

cc: P. Joukoff
J. Eckhardt

P. Stewart
J. Hanchett
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wehite Actions 1o hetOive AY Sasioh
Luring the course of “he busieisiun the licensee nctified the inspector
that on Septenber 7, 1982, cer:izin 2llecztions had been received by
SCE regarding welding adeouacy at SONGS 2 and 3. The alleger had been
previously employed 2t S043S by Bechtel Power Corporation. The allecers
concerns were:

: Allegation 1: The welding requirements of AuS D1.1 recarding
"end returns” were not being complied with on pipe hancers,
electrical struts and structural steel. 1In addition, .it was
2lleged that "end returp” requirements were not shown on desian/ .
detail drawings, -

. Allegation 2: A sbacer plate was be]ieved,.by the alleger, to be
missing on the upper inside door hinge of the Unit 2 containment
personnel hatch, i

Allegation 3: The alleger believed that Bechtel had misinterpreted
the ASME Section 1]] welding standards regarding socket weld
engagement length without initiating a code case and obtaining
éppropriate code relief.

. Allegation 4: Based upon numerous spelling errces in nondestructive
testing reports, the allege=~bolieved that the quality of non-
destructive examMations performed by Peabody Testlngrpersonnqj may
be questionable. (The concern here appears to center on the
qualifications and capabilities of testing personne]l if those
personnel make frequent spelling errors.)

The inspector reviewed the licensee's actions to resolve these allegations
by discussions with licensee personnel and “xamination of documentation,

The licensee appeared to have taken comprehensive investicative action
and adequately addressed all issues., The licensee's investigation did
not substantiate any allegation. -

This item is considered closed.

Exit Interview

The inspectors met with licensee representatives (denoted in baragraph 1)
at the conclusion of the inspection on September 17, 1982 and discussed
the inspection scope and findings.
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