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| PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY

PEASH BOTTOM ATOMIC POWER STATION
R.D 1. 80Xx 208
{ QELYA, PENNSYLVANIA 17114

January 28, 1983

Mr. R. C. Haynes

Acdainistrator

U.S. Nuclmar Ragulatory Cormission
Ragicn I

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, PA 19406

i SUBJECT: REPORTABLE OCCURRENCE - PROMPT NOTIFICATION
R —————————————————————— ——————————————————————

Confirming J. P. Mitman's telephone conversation with A. R. 8lough,
Region I, United Statas Nuclear Regulatory Commission on 1/26/83.

Refarence: Docket No. 50-278
Peach Bottom Unit 3
Technical Specification 3.5.C and 3.7.0.2

Report No. 3-83-2/1p
Occurrence Dote: 1/26/83

Identification of Occurrence:

At approximately 9:30 p.m. on 1/26/83, during lccal leak rate testing
of a containment isclation valwe (MO-5244) associated with tha HPCI
turbine exhaust line vacuum breaker, the valve failed to fully close.
A manual valve in the same line was closed, the HPCI System was
declared inoperable, and surveillance testing of appropriate 2CCS
equipment was initiated as required by the Technical Specificaticns.
Whan tha RCIC Systec was tested, the turbine throttls valve resat
motor tripped (uring the portion of the surveillance test that chacks

| Temote throttla valve reset capability. A shutdown was initiated in

. response to Tachnical Specification requirements. Pollowing re—

f pPiacesent of the throcttle valve motor thermals, vaive and RCIC
operability was re-established, the shutdown was terminatad, and
TeACtor power was recovered to maximum capability.

HPCI vacuum breaker isclation valve problem, the latsr problem with
the RCIC throttle valva was inadvertently not reported to the resident

3
1 Because the resident NRC Inspectcor had been promptly notified of the
'. inspector nor was the NRC Operaticns Center notified.

j Conditions Prior to Occurrence:

Gnit 3 operating at its maximum capability during BOL cosst-down
(approxicately 660 Mée).
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valve froa closing fully. Following valve operator dismantling, the
Cause of the improper cperation was determined to be sclidified
lubricant in the valve Operator.

During the surveillance test of the RCIC System, the throttle valve
is tripped and reset. During the relatching of the valve, the
thermal overlcads on the valve motor tripped. These thermal over-
loads were replaced and the valve was stroked sactisfactorily. Later
on 1/27/83, the valve stem was lubricated and proper operation of
the latching mechanism and valve motor again varified.

Analysis of Occurrence:

Nhan the HPCI vacuum breaker isolaticn valve was identified as being
unable to close, an in-lire panual isolation valve was closed to
maintain containrcent intagrity. The second isclation valve in this
pPenetration is the HPCI exhaust line check valve which was operable
during this period. wWith the vacuum b.2aker lins isolated, the HPCI
System is, in fact, crerable. However, if it Ils cycled ca and off,
there is a potential for watar to enter the turbine exhaust line
creating a aignificant back Pressure on the turbine on the successive
Starts. In any case, the inicial Operation of the HPCI turbine weulc
not be affected.

open. It i3 automatically closed if primary coolant pressure is
below 100 psig and drywell pressure is above 2 Psig. This cperation
isolates the torus air Space from the HPCI turbine exhaust line

Pailure of this vacuum breaker isclation valve to fully close has
minimal safety significance because the in-line chack valve was
Operable and in a closed condition. Continued cperation of tha unit
with the manual valve Clesed in the vacuum hreakar line is conger-
vative because HPCI was maintainad o an operable coadition at least
for the first start, but s+.s declarrd incperable based an Techmical
Specification requirerentcs.

As indicated above, RCIC was casted due to declaring the HPCI
incperabla. The throttle valve on BCIC is normally ia an open
position. Therefore, RCIC was capable of starting avtomatically
and operating Properly. However, if the RCIC had tripped during
this operation, it could not have been re-started from the control
room. The problem was identified during the valve strokxing peortion
of the surveillance tast. Tha valve was daclared inocperable for
Aapproximately 30 minutes. During this time, the thermal overloads
were replaced and the valve was satisfactorily stroked to verisy
operability,
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' Surveillance testing fer other ECCS Systems was initiated at that

i time. On 1/27/83 tie HPCI motor operator was repaired. Hardaned

| Inbricant was removed ard new lubricant applied. The limit switches
A And torque switciws were checked and realigned. A successful local
ieak rate test was performed late eorn 1/27/83.

i As indicated above, tire RCIC throttle valve was returned to an

i Sperable status within 30 minutes of the failure by replacing the

‘ * thermal cvarlcads. Further praeventive @aintenance was performed on
1/27/83 by lubrication of the valve scem and additional stroking.

] To enhance licansed OPerators' knowledge of raporting requiremencs, a
| Portion of the licensed Cperatcr requalification Program will be
: dedicated to this Sutject Auring the second requalification lecturae

| Cycle.
| Previous Scsurrence:
!
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Very truly yours,

Sl "

W. T. Ullrich
Staticn Superintandent
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