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DEC 30 198

“r, Fo Lo Clayton
Senfor Vice President
Alabama Power Company
Post Office Box 264)
Rirminagham, Alabana 35291
Near Mr. Clayton:

Ue have completed a prelininary review of vour amenduient request for Joseph
M, Farley linit Mo, 2 dated October B, 1982, supplemented by letter dated
Dacember 10, 1982, You reauested deletion of the Technical Specifications
{3/4,3.4 Turhine Overspeed Protection) for periodic surveillance testing
and inspections of turhine valves, The bases for this requirement is to
ensure that turbine overspeed nrotection instrumentation and turbine speed
control valves are operahle and will oratect the turbine from excessive
oversneed, This letter is in resnonse to vour request.

In your Uctober 8, 1982 proposal, vour staff concluded that the potential

to nenerate a turhine missile from a turbine overspeed condition is well
helow the NREC criteria, is ineffective and without cost henefits, You also
concluded that "Technical Specification 3/4,3.4 can be deleted without an
adverse impact on the reliability of the turbine overspeed protection system
or without a reduction in averall plant safety.”

e have initiated action to obtain a detailed safety review of your contention
that the weeklv turbine valve testing is unjustified for Farley Unit No. 2.

e currently estinate the review would require about one vear to complete,
Sane nf our reasons for the lengthly schedule are as follows:

This 1ssue, the probability of turbine missile generation, concerns
turhine manufacturers in addition to Westinghouse. Our staff is in
the process nf resolving the issue aenerically. Specifically,
technical reports describing methods and procedures for calculating
desian speed and destructive overspeed missile generation probabili-
ties have heen suhmitted to us by the Yestinghouse Steam Turbine
Niviston and are currentlyv under review, These reviews are scheduled
for corpletion within a year, The results will he directly applicable
to Farley Unit No. 2 in that they will estahlish acceptable methods
for setting revised inspection and test schedules and procedures for
sssentially all Westinghouse turbine qovernor and overspeed protection
systens,
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Fe Lo Clayton 2w

2. Your staff requests deletion of Technical Specification 3/4.3.4 arquing
that accidental trips and refueling shutdowns satisfactorily demonstrate

the operability of the turbine averspeed protection system, However, this

is not consistent with the current “"Functional Test Requirements for

Huclear Turhines” supplied to customers by the Westinghouse Steam Turhine

Nivision,

3, Uestinghouse Nuclear Energy Systems Report, WCAP-10161, used to support
the request, requires extensive interaction with the manufacturer and
cannot he completed on your requested schedule, Prior to completing
our review we dn not have an adequate hasis to reach a decision on your
your request, Ye propnse to use WCAP-10161 in conjunction with our
review of the Westinghouse genaric reports on this issue,

In view of the ahove, we will not be in a position to decide on vour request

prior to comletion of vour generic review. Should you desire to appeal this

docision, please advise the assianed RRC Profect Manager.
Sincerely,

Origi.al signed byd
$. A. Varga

Steven A, Varga, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #1
NDivision of Licensing

cc: See next page

) ﬁ /o 1487

OFFICED ! .. tnmstesnes
SURNAME )

........................

DATE )

...................................

Ry

NAC FORM 318 (10-80) NRCM 0240 OFFICIAL RECORD COPY

USGPO: 1981-335-960



Mr. F. L. Clayton, Jr.
Alabama Power Company

cc: Mr. W. 0. Whitt
Executive Vice President
Alabama Power Company
Post Office Box 2641
Birmingham, Alabama 35291

Ruble A. Thomas, Vice President
Southern Company Servi~es, Inc.
Post Office Box 2625
Birmingham, Alabama 35202

George F. Trowbridge, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge

1800 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Robert A. Buettner, Esquire

Balch, Bingham, Baker, Hawthorne,

Williams and Ward
Post Office Box 306
Birmingham, Alabama 35201

Resident Inspector

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Post Office Box 24-Route 2
Columbia, Alabama 36319

Mr. R. P. McDonald

Vice President - Nuclear Generation

Alabama Power Company
P.0. Box 2641
Birmingham, Alabama 35291

James P, O'Reil’y

Regional Administrator - Region Il
U. S. Nuclear Fegulatory Commission

101 Marietta S.reet, Suite 3100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303



