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3 November 29, 1982

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-II-82-130

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interest significance. The information is as initially received without verifi-
cation or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the Region II staff on
this date.

FACILITY: Florida Power Corporation Licensee Emergency Classification:
Crystal River 3 X Notification of Unusual Event
Docket No. 50-302 Alert
Crystal River, Florida Site Area Emergency

General Emergency
Not Applicable

SUBJECT: SHUTDOWN IN EXCESS OF 48 HOURS

The plant auxiliary building wa: briefly evacuated on November 25 because of high
airborne radioactivity levels. The licensee determined that the rise in levels was
caused by a three-eighths-inch packing plug hole in a letdown valve. It is believed
that the plug--which has since been replaced--vibrated out of position due to valve
cycling during surveillance testing of the letdown system. No personnel were
contaminated, and gaseous releases of radionuclides from the plant were a maximum of 8
percent of the technical specification instantaneous release limit.

During the cycling of valves to limit leakoff due to the loss of the packing plug, a
tube in the in-service letdown line cooler ruptured, resulting in a leak of primary
coolant to the closed cycle service water system.

It was subsequently determined on November 26 that pump seal leakage of about two
gallons per minute from the closed cycle service water system into the turbine building
sump was pumped to the systems drain tank. This liquid contaminated the drain tank
contents. Approximately 22,000 gallons of this tank liquid was erroneously released
over about a two-hour period into the plant nuclear services cooling water system,
which circulates seawater at approximately 20,000 gallons per minute to the discharge
canal. This release proceeded due to an incorrect setting of a radioactivity monitor.
Total seawater circulated during this release amounted to 2,400,000 gallons.

j Release of this liquid over approximately two hours' time exceeded the plant's
technical specification instantaneous release limit by a factor of 1.4. At Crystal
River, this limit applies directly to the discharges into the canal rather than at the
plant properly boundary. Radioactivity in the liquid released was 11 millicuries,
principally iodine,
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The reactor is in cold shutdown to permit repair of the letdown line cooler. A three
to four-week outage is anticipated.

Region II is reviewing the circumstances of this event. A health physics inspector is
! en route to the site.

Media interest has occurred. The licensee issu'ed a news release. The NRC does rot
plan a news release, but has responded to media inquiries.

The State of Florida has been informed.'
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,This information is curr:nt as of 2:00 p.m. on November 29.

Contact: J. F. Rogge, RII 242-5580; H. C. Dance, RII 242-5585
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