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Mr. Samuel J. Chilk
Secretary of the Commission
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

In the Matter of Metropolitan Edison Company et al
(Three Mile Island Nuclear Station, Unit 1)

Docket No. 50-289

Dear Mr. Chilk:

On November 9th, during an oral argument before the Nuclear Regulatory
-Commission, in the above-referenced proceeding, Commissioner Gilinsky asked
me to identify actions taken by the staff after it received notification that
some of the answers submitted by VV on his requalification examination had
been prepared by another person.

The Office of Inspection and Enforcement (I&E) conducted an investigation
into the cheating on the NRC licensing examinations and issued its report on
August 11, 1981. This report made the operator licensing staff aware for the
first time that VV had submitted the work of another on the take-home
requalification examination conducted by the licensee. Since the IE report
was-focused on the cheating on the NRC exam, the information on VV's actions

,

was included as background. The I&E report did note that the Licensee had.

removed VV from licensed duties. Copies of VV's take-home exam were
included, but a copy of the August 3, 1979 letter reporting VV's completion
of the Requalification Program was not included. On August 11,1981, VV held
a Senior Operator License for TMI Unit 2.

In response to this part of the IE report, the staff informally verified that
VV was no longer being used in a licensed position and placed his docket file
in a separate file box which had been established for all those individuals
alleged to have been involved in the TMI cheating. The SR0 license for VV
formally expired on February 23, 1982.

After issuance of the Report of the Special Master appointed to conduct a
hearing on the TMI cheating, the Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation requested a formal review by the NRC Office of Investigation (01)

i into the events surrounding the August.3, 1979 letter. The August 3, 1979
letter was entered into evidence in the reopened proceeding on cheating as -

TMIA Exhibit 74. A copy of that let,ter is enclosed for your information.
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While not the primary focus of that investigation, the OI investigation is
looking into the generation of that letter and at the significance of VV's
submittal of anothers work on the licensee's requalification examindtion.
Nevertheless, I wish to clearly state that it is the staff's position that an
individual has cheated when he or she submits an answer, prepared by another
individual, as his own to any examination question.

Sincerely,

a
ug . Thompson, D ctor

Di ion of Human actors Safety
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
A5 stated

cc: TMI-l Service List
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