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S-clesed is a espy of the zewspaper ariicle walch y=u regqursted
in sur telephene convarsatisz todsy,

.

Over tie weeks=d, I lsarned = twe oore cascs of lcukezmia, bricgizg
the totnl of 10 I= 14 yezrs, with 6 bei=g i the last four ygezrs, I 2lae
know of rnme case of osme caso.of !Mltiple Myeloma whick is claccly reloted
ts leuko=ia 2nd a 3 yoar 921d zirl with a diccase whick night tur= L=t
lcukenia, .

I 2= still workizg oz Srying te 3ot sensene %o &o a study of sur area
dut so far I've tad =s cuccess,

Trazk you for your Interest,
Very Lruly yaurs,
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Janes B, Zder
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By Matthew Maciorkoskd

*1 hepe you don't thirk I'm
a kook,” s3id Jim Elder of
Saxtien Hewas stufing a tuos
inch stack of letters that he
has sent to doctors. health
cfficials and officiais of the
Nuclear Regulatory Coms-
mission Back into a foider,

The bespectacled, 42-year.

old Elder, who teaches
vocational Dbuilding UZa-

struction at Northern Sedford
County High School, has been
trying for more than iwe
years 10 lirk what lie sees as
as ‘abnormally high carcer
rate ic the Saxten area and
the Saxton Nuclear Ex.
perimeatl Corporation

(SNEC) that operated a small
ruclear plant in Saxton from
1562 to 1972

“l was a supporier ¢

nuclear power up until adous

two years ago," Elder sad.
“In, fact, | was pretty
apathetic about the whole
deal”™ .

in March 1976, Elder’s 13-
year-old son, James, %£., died
of leukemia,

“Anybody whese had any
dealings with the Pittsburgh
Childrea's Hospital knows
Shat they ask you every
question that they can think
of," Elder said, “but at that
time [ didn"t cven think of
telling them that we lived ina
bwn that had 3 auclewr

-_—_“mm

Inquirer
—Met Ed
Cut Corners

PHILADELPNIA (APY =
Metropolitan Edisan Co., in
s haste to g2t 3 now<nypied

reactor iate commerical
operation ‘at Three Mile
tsland, deliderately cut

cormners oa vital repars, he
Philadelphia Taquirer quatd
farmer 3nd present company
.cmplc),cs as sayng.
The newspaper reported
Menday that the werkers also
said Met Ed had empleyeesin
gensilve jobs work to the
poist of exhauzlien and
skimped o8 import i
mainienance work whle the
reactor aas Yeing readied ior
commercial usa
Askod lo comment on e
siocy, 3 Med Ed spoiesn La

nnallonx =
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HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP)
— Federal eificials,
methodically nursing Three
Mile Island’s erippled reactoe
to ecold shuldewn, found
higher levels of iodine 131
Meaday but said he readings
are nowhere near cause laor
concern. .

Meanwhile, utilily olficals
s3id some 1.§ miilicn
customers in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey must pay
part of the revised 200 ¢20-a-
&y @b of replacing power
rarmally gescrated by the
disabled plang,

Samples taken on 3 river
tank near the zlamt ringed
frem €0 1o ™ prexcuries per
cubic meter of e, well withug
federal reguisticts for ner.
mal vperation of 3 nuclear
plant
J Ne f!:m:ub!o radiztionwas

reactor.”

A year 'ater, Elder's wife
came home ‘rom working at
1he polls with the informaticn
that an engineer at the
nuclear plant who later
moved o New Jersey, had
contracted Wagner's %—sease.

“Atthattime [ thought tack
and remembered that alout
the same time our s3n died
our dog had 10 be put o siecp
because te had lymgh cone
cer.,” Elder said "It was
those three things that got me
tinking. From thatpoint en it
seemed (k3! 50 many peodie
in the Saxton area was cy:ung
o cancer.”

Responding to a guery (rom

ham said the iodire release
apparenily is being caused by
3 change in charcoal flters

.used to trap Jdeposils in a

ventilaticn system,

Ken Clark. ancther spekes.
man, s3id !he tempergiure in
the primary cecling sistem 1
S degrees, 3 fcur-degree ime
provement [rem Surcay bdut
still far fram he 23Zegree
target tempersture

The hatlest spot in the core
also fell by four to M
degrees .

“The cocldown is gung
rather slowly.™ Cark said.

Ceneral Publie Utilitics, the
tireccompany consieriium
that cans the slant, Sas boea
replacing Three Mile Islird’s
puwer by Buvirg from older
sources. One regclor was
crippled Aad 'he other, shut-
down for refucting at the tim
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Jen Baughman, cditor .
3road Tup Eulleun,
Adtaham, a3 spese:ma
the Nuclear Rogu.
Commissioa. ind aaicd
fetter that 30 Jer:
amourss of ragia’.an
everrelnssed {romithe ¥
plant, with “sae munc
ception”™

“There was cne sve
v.hich tha'nstantanenue
release limit spusitied ¢
technical spevification
Saxten’s ogersiina i
was cxcecdea, dut
reiesse lasted !or liss
haif a day,” sa1d A3rai
the letter,

U occurrad o A\l
1283, hecause o an vou:;

™A
A3 Oigl.n -
2 Byt c Al w

regulatory agenvies
datermine whe pavs ad
the menths shead
Crigrnaily. GPU estin,
replacement goniy oS3t
licn a day. .
If the undairaged rc.
returas ‘o se™\
replacement cratgwll 3
about bR
However, it s rotkeuus
and f etter o e

T resctors will operate

Replacement costs o
amorg the ‘Rree ¢umpy-
tased an differencys in ¢
ership and ‘ee netl ta oo
mAre evonsive ool |
iy,

Jersey CJentrrl Powes
Light, which rerves 4,37
custamuers anrd oers ¢
fearth wi o2 plant iaury
largest Yurdes Bigs.
replaceiie it custi ate e
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of e nrea were awarded to

Colice Day Chalrman

caxton Nuclear

- Coatlnucd [rom 1ave 1
Center for Lisease Cunirol In
Atlamta, Ga.

In the article, (e passibility
of abmormally Wigh rates of
CANCLY Ay enlisted men
w o witnessed nuclear testain
1957 b the deserts of Nevada
wat leing studicd by Dr.
Culbwrli

Gne sentence in the slory
pabled Elder’s altantion:
vaccording to Dr. Glynn
Cubidwell, a cancer
epidemintenist ol the CDS
who 18 Jeadin g e search, ene
would pogally expect only
sboul 1w incidences of
Jeukemias gver 20 yoars inon
average of 22% pople such
w3y were 8l Sinoky™ (ihe
plcknmine of the stumic
Llasih). .

In his first reply to Elder’s
tetlers, Dr. Coldwell sald, "1
fid your Kcas interesting
and if adeqynate dala can Le
oblained they ought to Le
pursued.” Dr. Caldwell en-

ATy A e o o s,

couraped Elder to send ‘he

wdormation he gathered on |

cancer rclated deaths in the
Saxton area, but said d
pol have the thoe oF 1o to
conduct a study of e in-
cldenls,

Elder seul Nists of Saxtlon
srea residentls who died of

cancer or had been feated for -~

canver, thelr doclors, whal
tyye of cancer when hie could
gel the information wnd \he
spce of the peaple.

But De. Caldwell's secord
letter conled many of Elder’s
hopes lor @ professional study
of the area.
2.000 for \he arca’s
pupulation, ot least "84
cancers of all types would be
expecied by chance alone,”™
De. Caldwell sald. “One must
remember hal eancer will
alfect nearly one oul of four
persons during thelr etime
snd he Incldenca ef cancer
increascs with age.” ¥

“Al the present tme,"” Dr.

Using the ligure ol *
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Caldwell costinued, “I do not
feel that the current dala
justifies committing our

resources 10 a ore ealensive’

favestigation.™

Elder frecly adnits 0 nol
haviag near B4 Instances of
cancer deaths in the Saxlon
arce, bul nrgues that the 35 0r
g0 cascs he has found are only
whal he, a teacher wilh no
medical experience, has
uncovered.

Elder wonders aboul the
seven cases of leukemia he
says have shown up in the
arca In 14 ycors, when 3

comparable area should have .

only twe cases In 20 years.

The séenario repeated sell
with the state Department. of
Health with olliclals ex-
pressing interest in Elder’s
clalms, but claiming there I8
nc money 1o support any
study ol
deoths In the Saxton Area.

“] was just aboul to give up
the whele thing when 1 got
his,” Elder sad holding &
letter from the University of
Pijtsburgh. In the leller,
dated Murch 23, 1979, Dr.
Thomas Mancuso of \he
University of Pittshurgh's
Graduate School of tealth
wrole, "Hegardless of what
anyone clse has told you, | do
conshder clues that you are
attempting 1o look inlo wre
sulficient to warrant further
Investigation.”

Again. hough, lack of fumis
wis used lo explain why &
sludy couldi’l be done.

Elder continues looking for
irstances of cancer In the
area that cecurred In the past
1A yeurs, A nows story |a the

cancer-reluted

*] original Intent ol the allae k.

olant, Cancer Rate Llooked At ...

Broad Top Dulletin arked

local residents to send lwm.

tnformation on cancer deatlis
was tun but produced ordy
two answers, )

IUs lunely work. “l've kad
doors slamnied in my face,”
Elder saul. “A ot of people
don't like ta Lalk aboul desth
and | con understand that.”

At his hoine, Elder shows
another letler he is finlshing
1o sewd 1o thie NItC asking lor
more exact delalls on the
release ul gases in May of
1960, the amonnt of radiatien
relcased, the direction It
travelled and any high
measurcmnent of radiation
after that dgte.

“Ay son was live and oue-
hall years old when the
release occurred,” Elder
noled” n pre schovler.”,

Flder sald that he was quite
swie thal anytlung released
frogm the ylanl Gould travel in
s Torddesterly direction
towards his house. “When the
plant was operating,” he sald,
“we'd wake up in the mor-
pings and have to sweep fly
ash off of our patio o

Eller produced & map of
the Saxlon area showing
where hie thinks the incidents
of cancer were especlally
Wgh. Anovalls drawn un the
map encompassiog Saxton,
Itidebleshurg and north along
Jtte. 26 lo Marklesburg e
clies wheie hie found leukenila
victims in the oval.

“'m nol uecusing anyons in
the death of my son,” Elder
sald, "but because there |5 60
Mile industry and industrial
poliution inthe area, | woader
what caused the cascs

‘

.

of .

marricd to Grace L. Back

feukemia ™

1"y not convinced that the
reactor wasn'l the coause of
the high cancer rate,” he sald,
“I'm saying there’s reason for
somie orpanization lo come In
and do a study.”

Outside of Elder's spaclous
home that sils on & hill
ovctlooking Saxton, Elder
tried pointing oul where Jhe
reactor stowd In relation to the
other sparkling lights ol
Saxton.

“I's right over there.” sald
Elder puinting out into the
night. “There's nothing there
1o stop anything thal could-

have been releascd.
Nothing."”
FUNEIAL SERVICES Free Mountie

Free Nalanct
Free Hotatle

A Mass of Christian Burlal
will be held on Wednesday,
Aprilin st iva m. al St Peter
& Paul's Cathol Church,
Cumberland, fur Mairle S.
Donahoe, who died Saturday,
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April 14, Burlal will be in L_j s ,} b
Sunsel  Mew.orial  Park, S\ dlecw
Cumiberfand : ‘{
A Christian Wake Service £3¢"3
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Let Us SAFTEE
Your Tires For !

will be held this evening al
7:30p m.inihe funeral hoine

Hospital Notes

(There were 69 paticnts and

B35S

L

three newlain bables n the ﬂ Yrachion Year *
hospital Monday.) « P &'
Discharges: 3 R

Ella Whelstone, Evcre‘l‘ll'. [] &1 E. PIIL S, 8
Evelyn Coughenour, Hymd- _
lnan?‘“‘-ﬁ o Grace, Hopewell T T Phone
gt Suet b Merael, Hyndman. L ¢ 423-

Pirthe
A daughter 1o Judith and
Cecil Merkel, Hyndman.
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