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Mr. Ramon E. Hall, Director o N e
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - &
Region 1V -
Uraniuim Recovery Field Office -~

Box 25328
Denver, CO 80225

Re: Umetco Minerals Corporation
SUA-1358: Daocket No. 40-8681
White Mesa Mili, Utah
License Condition 48

Dear Mr. Hall;

As per conversations with your staff, Umetco requests that any discussions between
Umetco and URFO concerning groundwater monitoring at the White Mesa be
suspended until June 30, 1991. On or by this date the independent consultant’s
report characterizing groundwater at White Mesa will be submitted to URFO for
your review. Once the report has been reviewed, a meeting at your offices may be
appropriate. Attached is a copy of the Work Request and contract under which
Hydro-Search, Inc. will be operating.

If | can answer any questions that you may have, piease feel free to contact me

Sincerely yours,
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John S§. Hamnrick
Site Environmental Coordinator




WORK REQUEST
FOR
ENGINEERING SERVICES
FOR
WHITE MESA PROJECT
BLANDING, UTAH

The USNRC is reviewing the White Mesa groundwater protection plan. As part of
this review, they have proposed pond leak detection systems as the points of
compliance. In addition, they have proposed new compliance standards which may
be unrealistic and not be attainable because these parameters may exceed
background conditions.

Because the NRC has requested changes to our groundwater protection program,
Umetco is reviewing the present program in order to prepare a proper response

to the NRC.

As part of our review process, Umetco is requesting that the following items be
evaluated by an independent consultant:

1. Evaluation of Area Hydrogeology
2. Evaluation of Umetco’s monitoring program to include:
- Monitoring Network
Well Completion Zones, Completion Methods, elc.
- Sampling Protocol
3. tvaluation of Historical Water Quality Data

4. Possible Reasons for Trends and Spikes in Analytical Results

5. Possible Reasons for Different Water Chemistries Beneath Site









