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NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY
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Mr J G Keppler, Regional Director <.

Directorate of Regulatory Operations
Region III4

t United States Atomic Energy Conrnission -

799 Roosevelt Road /,

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 61037

c} W*

Dear Mr Keppler:

MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PIANT' ~)
%g j 'Docket No. 50-263 License No. DPR-22

4 gotgE1 CLERK [1 6
hespor < : ( i t er Listed en Euclosure of

ig, ( \ d 'f, L<trer luted May 21, 1974 b
y,

The letter is written in response to an item noted on your letter 'of
May 21, 1974. Your letter, addresred to Mr Leo J Wachter, Vice Pres-

! ident Power Production and System Operation, referred to an activity which
! appeared to be in violation of AFC requirements and for which a reply was

required. The activity was: " Technical Specification 4.8.C.1 states with
retard to liquid effluents: The Radiation Monitor shall be calibrated

) quarterly and functionally tested monthly. Contrary to the abovc, t.h e
liquid effluent monitor is not being calibrated".

,

1

L L.0. Inspection neport 050-263/74-04, Paragraph 4.b, infers that tests
performed quarterly are lirii t e d to a pulse-generator check of the monitor,
excluding detector, and a "Func tional les t" usint; a check source. If'this
inferenct were valid ve would concur with the inspection report conclusion
that such tests do not constitute a calibration as defined in Technical

j Specification 1.F. llovever, the surveillance' actually performed:at. quarterly;
intr.rvals is not lirited to that genere11y considered to constitute " Functional

h Tests."

k As c :plained to the R.O. Inspector on May 9, 1974, our quarterly calibration
'

surycillance in this inetance i <: comprised of three phases. Phase 1 includes
the use of a pulse generator to calibrate the monitor electronics. Phase 2

f9 determines that tbc rionitor responds correctly to the front panel test (which
utilizes t '_ s t c ir c u i t r;, built into the monitor) and verifies that all the

,

assoc u tu. alan and t.ript are operating properly. Phase 3 utillnes a solid.

{ source of known activity. The detector is exposed to the source under controlled
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geometry ar.d the resultiny, countrate is recorded. It is verified that the
detector and monitor respond within established acceptance criteria. These
acceptanct criteria are based upon a correlation with a liquid source calib-
ration and discriminator curve detemination which were perfonned prior to
plant startup. The activity to which the detector is exposed is chosen to
be abovt th. rioni tor upscale alarm level. The upscale alarms and indicating
lir. hts are apain verified to operate properly during this phase. In addition,
discriminator curves are periodically verified to assure the discrirainator -

s.: tings have not changed. The rolid source method of calibration was
discussed with AEC inspectors at the time of the original monitor calibration
and was found to be acceptable.

Af ter receiving your letter of May 21st, a telephone survey was conducted
to det emine methods used by other power plants to calibrate radwaste ef fluent
rnonitors. Six o t he r liWn's were contacted, including plants located in
I,e: o l ., : !; :ien t. I, II and Ill. Although variations in technical details**

'

were foucd, tive other bWRs were found to imploy methods similar to ours, and
none wt.r; leur:.1 to perf orm more extensive calibrations.

j In surmnary, the quarterly surveillance actually perfomed is believed to
titut, r.<r 3 t: i u t io.: ef th t( chnical specificat ions, suitable<ct:

.n ,);,;ti, :,, c < r .g s< 1. i t h c . ::c i l l'c a c cepted good prac t ice.,- ,

Yours very truly,
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(TDiPORARY FORM) CONTROL NO: 5311' ''-,

FILE:

FRM: DATE OF DOC DATE REC'D LTR IWX RPT OTlER
Northern States Power Company'
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
L. J. Vachter 6-11-74 6-13-74 X

10: ORIC CC OTHER SENT AEC PDR X

Mr. Kcppler No Oric

6 ASS UNCLASS PROP INFO INPUT NO CYS REC'D DOCKET NO:

xxxxx
,

1 50-263
DESCRIPTION: ENCLOSURES:
Ltr furnishing info concerning a violation of'

the Tech Specs, in which the liquid effluent
monitor is not being calibrated........

Ihl40t Remove
PLANT NAME: Monticello

FOR ACTION /INFORMATION 6-19-74 AB

BUTLER (L) SCHWENCER(L) ,p ZIDiANN(L) REGAN(E)
W/ Copiet V/ Copies W/ 7 Copies W/ Copies
CLAFX(L) STOLZ(L) DICKER (E)
W/ Copies W/ Copics W/ Copies W/ Copies
PARR(L) VASSALLO(L) Di1GH10N(E)
'. / C:;i:: "/ c:;1:: "! c:pi : "/ cept::
DiIEL(L) PURPLE (L) YOUNGBLOOD(E)
W/ Copies W/ Copies W/ Copies W/ Copies

-

7 INTERNAL DISTRIBUTION
,

'

TECH REVIEW DENTON A/T IND
/ AEC PDR / IENDRIE GRIMES -LIC ASST BRAI'DiAN
/OGC, ROOM P-506A SCHROEDER CAMMILL

# DIGGS (L) SALTZMAN
/MUNTZIN0/ STAFF /MACCARY KASTNER GEARIN (L) B. WRT

/ CASE j DlIGHT BALLARD
GOULBOURNC (L) PLANS

GIh!BUSSO y PAWLICKI SPANGLER LEE (L) MCDONALD
BOYD /SHA0 MAIGRET (L) DUBE w/ inputMOORE (L)(E;G) j STELLO ENVIRO

REED (E) CMAPMAN\ DEYOUNG(L)(PWR) ,p HOUSTON MULLER 0SERVICE (L)
( SKOVHOLT (L) ,,,NCVAK DICKER

SHEPPARD (L) C. MILES
/COLLER(L) .e ROSS KNIGHTON SLATER (E) j#LECKERP. COLLINS IPPOLITO YOUNGBLOOD EMENWTj SMITH (L)DENISE / TEDESCO REGAN TEETS (L) '

REC OPR / LONG PROJECT LbR WADE (E) AOR FILE
/ FILE & REGION (3) / LAINAS WILLIAMS (E) A . THOMPSON (2)
.'/' MORRIS / BENAROYA HARLESS WILSON (L)/ STEE!E / VOLU!ER

EXTERNAL DISTRIBUTION /#
/1 - LOCAL PDR Minneapolis, Minn. [/

1 - TIC (ABERNATHY) (1)(2)(10)-NATIONAL LAB'S 1-PDR-SAN /LA/NY
/1 - NSIC(BUCHANAN) 1-ASLBP(E/W Bldg,Rm 529) 1- LIBRARIANl - ASLB l-W. PEW INGTON, hm E-201 GT BROOKHAVEN NAT. LAB

1 - P. R. DAVIS (AEROJET NUCLEAR) 1-CONSULTANT' S 1-AGMED(Ru tn Gusstar.;
./16 - CYS ACRS WGkRING SENT TO LIC ASST. NEWMARK/BLUME/AGBABIAN RM- B-12 7. GT.

R. DIGGS 05 0-10-74 1-GERALD ULRIKSON...ORNL l-RD. .MULLCR. .F-309 C
1-B I, M SWINEERDAD, Em I-201 GT
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